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Graduates stay connected through Alumni Association 
 

Florida Gulf Coast University 

reached a significant milestone this year, as 

the 10,000th student graduated. The Alumni 

Association continues to provide the 

burgeoning number of FGCU graduates with 

the tools they need to stay connected to 

their alma mater and one another.  

Alumni connect through special 

events, programs and services, the FGCU 

alumni newsletter, Pinnacle magazine, plus 

online social networks such as Facebook 

and LinkedIn, all of which helps increase 

alumni involvement. 

“Our alumni are beginning to realize 

the full potential their participation has on 

both the Alumni Association and the 

University, and they want to make a 

positive impact,” says Lindsey Touchette, 

director of alumni relations.  

Involvement with events, support of 

annual fundraisers (such as Dollars for FGCU 

Scholars), class reunions, community 

service projects and educational receptions 

would not be possible without the efforts of 

alumni donors, association members and 

volunteers.  

“It has been an honor to have the 

opportunity to work with such a dedicated 

group of volunteers and board members,” 

says Cynthia Bennett, ’99, chair emeritus of 

FGCU’s Alumni Association. “Our Alumni 

Association is FGCU’s lifeline to the outside 

world.  Our alumni are FGCU’s best 

ambassadors and our commitment to FGCU 

is vital to its success.” 

 

Alumni at a Glance 
 
Total Alumni: 10,199 
Total Degrees: 10,689 
 
Top Five States: 
Florida – 7,360 
Georgia – 90 
New York – 67 
North Carolina – 64 
Illinois – 54 
 
Top Five Counties: 
58% of all alumni live in these FL counties: 
Lee – 3,523 
Collier – 1,517 
Charlotte – 459 
Sarasota – 230 
Broward – 197 
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Alumni Association Board of Directors 2008-2009 
 
Board members 
Paul Allen 
Carlos Cavenago III Esq. 
Ashley Coone 
Marc Devisse 
Tracy Fisher 
Amanda Fortuna 
Angela Hodge 
John Kollar 
Shirley Mann 
Victoria McConnell 
Penny Mourer 
Brad Phelps 
Kevin Price  
Matt Visaggio 
John Waligora 
Melissa White  
 

 
Chair 
Cynthia Bennett 
 
Chair elect 
James Robinson 
 
Secretary  
Penny Mourer 
 
Executive director 
Lindsey Touchette 
 
Ex-officio members 
Dr. Wilson G. Bradshaw 
Peter Sulick 
Sean Terwilliger 
Dr. Ron Toll 
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Alumni Communication 
 

Class Notes  
Class notes are published in each edition of the Pinnacle magazine. Below is a chart indicating 
the growth of class note submissions. Note that the best response for class notes is for the fall 
issue. Class Note submissions are accepted all year long. Alumni can submit their notes by 
contacting alumnirelations@fgcu.edu.  

 
 

 
 

 

Pinnacle Alumni Coverage 
Summer 2008  
Shooting for the Cyber Stars – by Jay MacDonald 
The article highlighted the Estero-based web design and development enterprise Atilus, which 
is owned and operated by several FGCU alumni. Highlighted in the article are alumni Zach 
Katkin (’07), Harry Casimir (’05), and Jermaine Primus (’05).  
 
A Message from the alumni director – by Lindsey Touchette 
Message congratulates and welcomes our new graduates in to the Alumni Association, and 
explains membership benefits for all alumni. 
 
Social Scene – by Peter Lechler 
Photos included the wine tasting, etiquette dinner, and toast to our graduates. 
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Summer 2008 (con.) 
Class Notes – by Kim Williams 
20 class notes were submitted.  
 
Advertisement – by James Greco 
Reunion thank you to our sponsors 
 
Fall 2008 
On-the-Job Training – by Kevin Pierce 
The article features alumna Nola Theiss (’02), profiling her 
experiences and accomplishments that ultimately led to the 
Alumni Association board honoring her as the 2008 Alumna of 
Distinction. 
 
Alumna helps commuters  
steer clear of traffic jams – by Karen Feldman 
Alumna Jillian Windham (’07), is featured in this article, 
highlighting her win of the Great NBC-2 Talent Search competition, which landed her the 
afternoon traffic reporter position with the station. 
 
Alumni Board of Directors welcomes six new members – by Lindsey Touchette 
Article welcomed our six new board members, Marc Devisse (’05), Amanda Fortuna (’05), 
Angela Hodge (’04), John (Jay) Kollar (’04), Brad Phelps (’03), and Mathew Visaggio (’05).  
 
FGCU alumni go green – by Lindsey Touchette 
Brief article, recapping the Bunche Beach clean-up event that was held on September 20, 2008. 
 
Social Scene – by Peter Lechler 
Photos included three photos from our All Alumni Reunion Weekend 2008, the evening at 
Hammond baseball game, and Dollars for Scholars fundraiser. 
 
Happenings – by Peter Lechler 
 
Class Notes – by Kim Williams 
58 class notes were submitted.  
 
Advertisement – by James Greco 
Paving the way to tradition brick by brick, this encourages alumni to become lifetime members. 
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Winter 2009 
Out to save the world – by Lindsey Touchette 
The article features alumnae Kristina Burja (’07), Lindsey Garven (’07), Meighan Higgie (’08), 
Magali Solimano (’03). In a question-and-answer format, each woman described her 
experiences in the Peace Corps.  
 
Alumni Association hosts trip to Costa Rica – by Lindsey Touchette 
The article highlights the inaugural alumni trip to Costa Rica. 
 
FGCU alumni go green – by Lindsey Touchette 
Brief, following up on the Bunche Beach clean-up event that was held on September 20, 2008. 
 
Social Scene – by Peter Lechler 
Photos included the opening of Sugden Hall, the Lutgert Hall opening, the Seats and Eats event 
at RJ Gators, and our networking night at Bar Louie. 
 
Happenings – by Peter Lechler 
 
Class Notes – by Kim Williams 
13 class notes were submitted.  
 
Advertisement – by James Greco 
All Alumni Reunion Night, celebrating the classes of 1999 and 2004 
 
Spring 2009 
Sweet Success – by Lindsey Touchette 
The article profiles alumnus Doug Bladich (’03), and his business, Dolce Vita Hair Salon, which 
stemmed from his FGCU senior class project.   
 
Social Scene – by Peter Lechler 
Photos included highlights from our Reunion Night, our first theatre night, and our D.C. watch 
party. 
 
Happenings – by Peter Lechler 
 
Class Notes – by Kim Williams 
39 class notes were submitted.  
 
Advertisement – by James Greco 
Paving the way to tradition brick by brick, this encourages alumni to become lifetime members. 
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Summer 2009 
Alumni phone-a-thon affords chance to reconnect – by Linda Guerrine 
The article recaps the 2009 alumni phone-a-thon, in which current students and Alumni 
Association board members called nearly 4,000 alumni. 
 
2009 Alumna of Distinction – by Lindsey Touchette 
The article features alumna Laura Holquist (’00) highlighting her experiences and the 
accomplishments that led to her selection as the 2009 Alumna of Distinction. 
 
Canvas of Life – by John Francis 
The article profiles alumni artists: Jeffrey Scott Lewis (’04), Megan Kissinger (’05), Elodie Cotton 
(’06), Briena Harmening (’05), Christopher Brown (’08) and Jamie Brock (’08), and highlights the 
inaugural event, The Formers, which was a collaborative effort of the FGCU Art Gallery and the 
Alumni Office. The exhibition highlighted the creative works of FGCU alumni. 
 
Alumni Board of Directors elects new members – by Lindsey Touchette 
Article welcomed our three new board members, Brad Piepenbrink (’08), Harry Casimir (’05), 
Melissa Felice (‘05). 
 
Alumni chair spells out goals for term – by Jim Robinson 
Message announces our first affinity partnership with Marsh and Liberty Mutual and provides a 
look back at the past two years as well as the upcoming two years. 
 
Social Scene – by Peter Lechler 
Photos included highlights from our Etiquette Dinner, The Formers opening reception, Slammin’ 
at Hammond, Everblades networking night. 
 
Happenings – by Peter Lechler 
 
Class Notes – by Kim Williams 
25 class notes were submitted.  
 
Advertisement – by Lindsey Touchette 
Dollars for Scholars, Sept 26 
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Alumni in the News 
Meltwater News is an online media monitoring company that tracks and analyzes online news 
that relates to the University community. The daily summaries are categorized in three 
sections: general, athletics and alumni.  
 
In the past year there have been 65 alumni articles. This is an approximation due to the fact 
that some articles have fallen under the categories of general or athletics.  

 

Campus Newsletters 
The College of Arts & Sciences Quarterly Newsletter 
included its inaugural alumni section in October 2008. The 
alumni section has appeared in three editions since then. 
Included in the section are professional briefings on CAS 
graduates, upcoming alumni events, as well as an alumni 
director’s note, which highlights new incentives from the 
alumni office.   
 
All materials are submitted by the Office of Alumni 
Relations.  
 
The newsletter is distributed electronically and is also 
posted online (http://www.fgcu.edu/CAS/newsletters.html).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fgcu.edu/CAS/newsletters.html
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Website  
The website was continually updated and adjusted to meet the needs and wants of our alumni. 
The Eagle Extras benefits site was streamlined to a categorized tab format along with the 
addition of a travel and reunion page. Check out the website at www.fgcu.edu/alumni. 
 
Hits  
Entire Site   299,091  
Average per Day   819  
Home Page    34,141  
 
Page Views  
Page Views   81,936  
Average per Day   224  
Document Views   81,326  
 
Visits  
Visits     44,459  
Average per Day   121  
Average Visit Length   00:09:54  
 
Visitors  
Unique Visitors   12,209  

Visited Once    9,474  
Visited More than Once 2,735 

 
Top Five Page Views 
www.fgcu.edu/Alumni     34,141  41.66%  19,457 
www.fgcu.edu/Alumni/events    3,319   4.05%   2,946   
www.fgcu.edu/Alumni/memberbenefits 2,369   2.89%   2,109   
www.fgcu.edu/Alumni/Publications.asp  2,472   3.01%   2,033   
www.fgcu.edu/Alumni/BOD.html   2,041   2.49%   1,875   
 
Summary of Activity for Report Period    
Average Number of Visits per Day on Weekdays   129 
Average Number of Hits per Day on Weekdays   941 
Average Number of Visits per Weekend    203 
Average Number of Hits per Weekend    1,026 
Most Active Day of the Week     Tue 
Least Active Day of the Week     Sun 
Most Active Date       May 05, 2009 
Number of Hits on Most Active Date     4,561 
Least Active Date       August 16, 2008 
Number of Hits on Least Active Date     250 
Most Active Hour of the Day      15:00-15:59 
Least Active Hour of the Day      04:00-04:59 

http://www.fgcu.edu/alumni
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Online Communities 
Eagle Entourage is an exclusive online community for FGCU alumni, which is run through 
inCircle, Inc.  Due to significant changes in the products offered since the inception of the 
service, as well as low participatory rates, the FGCU Alumni Board of Directors voted 
unanimously to not renew the agreement. The service agreement was terminated on February 
18, 2009. 
 
Facebook was adopted by the Association this year as a cost-effective alternative to the 
exclusive online community Eagle Entourage. The alumni office now maintains an account for 
Azul D. Mascot, an FGCU Alumni Association group, and a FGCU Alumni Association fan page. 
Since February 2009, the popularity of the association on Facebook has grown. Azul now has 
344 friends, our group has 437 members, and our fan page boasts 586 fans. The community is 
marketed on the alumni website as well as on all @FGCU e-mail blasts that are sent out. 
 
LinkedIn was also adopted by the Association this year as a cost-effective alternative to Eagle 
Entourage. The alumni office maintains a group on LinkedIn that has grown to 162 members. 
The alumni office posts special announcements, events and news articles online. The 
community is marketed on the alumni website as well as on all @FGCU e-mail blasts that are 
sent out. 
 
In an effort to continue to grow the Facebook and LinkedIn communities, the Office of Alumni 
Relations plans to empower several key alumni to be “posters” on each community to promote 
discussions. 
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Alumni Events and Programming 
 
The Office of Alumni Relations, along with the FGCU Alumni Association, hosted 26 programs 
(including four board meetings) and participated in 17 university initiatives during the  
2008-2009 fiscal year. 

 

July 31, 2008  Eagle Alumni Networking Night: 
Hammond Stadium, Fort Myers,  
Alumni and friends celebrated 
summer in full swing as the Fort 
Myers Miracles faced the Clearwater 
Thrashers.  31 guests attended. This 
event was promoted by: e-mail to all 
alumni and association members, 
posted on the alumni homepage and 
on Eagle Entourage and the 
Facebook group page.  

 
 
August 16, 2008 Dollars for FGCU Scholars: Beacon Bowl, Naples. Alumni and  

friends socialized, schmoozed and bowled to help raise money for the  
   Alumni Association Scholarship Fund. 67 guests attended. This event was 

promoted by: mailing a postcard to all alumni and association members, 
e-mail to all alumni, association members and faculty and staff, posted on 
the alumni homepage and on Eagle Entourage and the Facebook group 
page.  
 

September 4, 2008 Eagle Alumni Networking Night (Sponsored by Gartner): The Grillroom 
at Coconut Point, Estero. Alumni and friends had some fun after work 
and networked with fellow FGCU alumni and Gartner’s hiring managers. 
Gartner’s Sr. Recruiter, who is an FGCU alumnus, delivered a special 
presentation on the exciting career opportunities in sales. Guests enjoyed 
appetizers and drink specials. 28 guests attended. This event was 
promoted by: e-mail to all alumni and association members, posted on 
the alumni homepage and on Eagle Entourage and the Facebook group 
page.  

 
September 15, 2008 Alumni Association Board of Director’s Meeting: Student Union, Room 

214. Chaired by Cynthia Bennett.  
 
September 20, 2008 Community Service Project: International Coastal Cleanup: Bunche 

Beach, Fort Myers. Alumni, friends and current students volunteered 
their time to go green by the blue during the Ocean Conservancy’s 
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International Coastal Cleanup (the world’s largest volunteer event of its 
kind). Refreshments and cleanup gear were provided. 17 volunteers 
attended. This event was promoted by: mailing a postcard to all alumni 
and association members, e-mail to all alumni, association members and 
faculty and staff, posted on the alumni homepage and on Eagle 
Entourage and the Facebook group page.  

 
October 16, 2008 Eagle Alumni Networking Night: Bar Louie, Fort Myers. Eagle fans had 

the opportunity to meet FGCU basketball coaches and learn about the 
upcoming season. Guests enjoyed appetizers and drinks and one lucky 
fan won a pair of basketball season tickets. 25 guests attended. This 
event was promoted by: mailing a postcard to all alumni and association 
members, e-mail to all alumni, association members, posted on the 
alumni homepage and on Eagle Entourage and the Facebook group page. 

 
November 14, 2008  Eagle Eats & Seats: FGCU 

Women’s basketball vs. UF: RJ 
Gators, Fort Myers. Eagle fans 
turned RJ Gators into “RJ Eaglesέ 
for one night only. Alumni and 
friends gathered for this pre-
game event as RJ Gators donated 
15% of all sales to the FGCU 
Alumni Association Scholarship 
Fund. Guests continued to show 
their spirit by wearing blue and 
green at Alico Arena as the 
women’s basketball team 
defeated the University of Florida. 
66 fans attended.  This event was promoted by: mailing a postcard to all 
alumni and association members, e-mail to all alumni, association 
members, posted on the alumni homepage and on Eagle Entourage and 
the Facebook group page. 

 
December 1, 2008 Board Member Reception- Men’s basketball vs. FAU: Alico Arena, 

President’s Box. The FGCU Alumni Association invited current and former 
Board of Director members to a pre-game reception in the President’s 
Box. Guests enjoyed dinner while watching the men’s basketball game vs. 
FAU. 15 guests attended.  

 
 
December 10, 2008 Eagle Escapes Travel Reception: Sugden Resort and Hospitality Building, 

Room 111. The Alumni Association and Preferred Travel of Naples invited 
guests to learn more about the launch of “Eagle Escapes,” a program 
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offering yearly trips to various parts of the world for alumni and friends 
of FGCU while enjoying sumptuous food and drinks. 15 guests attended. 
This event was promoted by: an e-mail to all alumni, association 
members and faculty and staff, posted on the alumni homepage, on 
Eagle Entourage and the Facebook group page and a press release was 
submitted to Community Relations.  

 
December 20, 2008 21st FGCU Commencement: Alico Arena. Lindsey Touchette and Cynthia 

Bennett inducted graduates into the Alumni Association. 518 graduates 
were inducted.  

 
January 15, 2009 Alumni Association Board of Director’s Meeting: Student Union, Room 

214. Chaired by Cynthia Bennett.  
 
January 23, 2009 All Alumni Reunion Night- Alumni Basketball Game: Alico Arena, 4 p.m. 

Eagle fans watched former FGCU basketball players reunite on the court 
for an exhibition game.  

 
 All Alumni Reunion Night- Eagle FANatics Spirit Celebration: Alico Arena. 

Alumni and friends were invited back to campus to honor the classes of 
1999 and 2004. Guests 
enjoyed food, 
refreshments and photo 
opportunities with Azul 
the mascot, appearances 
by President Wilson G. 
Bradshaw and Coach 
Dave Balza, FGCU 
souvenirs and a silent 
auction. 100 guests 
attended. This event was 
promoted by: mailing a 
postcard to all alumni 
and association 
members, e-mail to all 
alumni, association 
members, posted on the 
alumni homepage and on Eagle Entourage and the Facebook group page. 

 
All Alumni Reunion Night- FGCU Men’s Basketball vs. UNF: Alico Arena. 
Alumni and friends wore their blue and helped fill the arena for the 
regionally televised game. FGCU defeated UNF 50 to 44.  
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February 10, 2009 Webinar Series: Virtual. Alumni and current students went virtual as they 
logged on to watch Reid Lennertz, Director of Career Development 
Services, discuss “Marketing yourself in a competitive job market.” 37 
viewers logged on. This event was promoted by: an e-mail to all alumni 
and association members, posted on the alumni homepage, on LinkedIn 
and the Facebook group page. 

 
 February 19, 2009 Eagle Alumni Networking Night- An Alumni Evening with the Arts: FGCU 

Art Gallery. The Alumni Association hosted the first Alumni Theatre Night 
and Gallery Reception, which 
included a performance by the 
FGCU Theatre Department. Alumni 
and friends mingled before the 
show with the opening reception of 
the Carl Schwartz Retrospective 
exhibition. The reception included 
hors d’oeuvres, beer and wine. 
Alumni then enjoyed the 
performance of “Exit the King”. 29 
guests attended. This event was 
promoted by: mailing a postcard to 
all alumni and association members, e-mail to all alumni, association 
members, posted on the alumni homepage and on Eagle Entourage and 
the Facebook group page. 

 
March 10, 2009 Webinar Series: Virtual. Alumni and current students joined Deborah 

Haring, coordinator of Graduate Studies, virtually to learn about the 
graduate school process.  17 viewers logged on.  This event was 
promoted by: an e-mail to all alumni and association members, posted on 
the alumni homepage, on LinkedIn and the Facebook group page. 

 
March 28, 2009 Eagle Alumni Networking Night: Germain Arena, Fort Myers. Alumni and 

friends cheered on the Florida Everblades as they defeated the Charlotte 
Checkers. Guests received a complimentary beverage coupon for Beef 
O’Brady’s (Grande Oaks Plaza - Estero, FL). 50 guests attended. This 
event was promoted by: an e-mail to all alumni, association members 
and faculty and staff, posted on the alumni homepage, on Eagle 
Entourage and the Facebook group page. 
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April 2, 2009 Alumni/Student Etiquette Dinner: Alumni and students learned proper 
etiquette for business meals with potential employers. Season speaker, 
Nonnie Owens, educated participants on the right way to leave a lasting 
impression on your future boss. The event included a five-course meal 
with instruction on each 
course. 11 guests attended. 
This event was promoted 
by: an e-mail to all alumni, 
association members and 
faculty and staff, posted on 
the alumni homepage, on 
LinkedIn and the Facebook 
group page. 

 
April 14, 2009 Webinar Series: Virtual. 

Alumni and current 
students went virtual as 
they logged on to watch 
Reid Lennertz, Director of 
Career Development Services, discuss “Effective interviewing and salary 
negotiation.” 8 viewers logged on. This event was promoted by: an e-
mail to all alumni and association members, posted on the alumni 
homepage, on LinkedIn and the Facebook group page. 

 
April 14, 2009 Alumni Association Board of Director’s Meeting: Student Union 

Ballroom “A”. Chaired by Cynthia Bennett.  
 
April 21-23, 2009 Senior Celebration: Student Union Atrium. The Alumni Association 

provided free bagels and coffee to all graduating seniors as they updated 
their contact information for a chance to win a diploma frame provided 
by the University Bookstore. Liberty Mutual and Career Services were 
also on site to provide seniors with information on the insurance program 
and to assist with career-related concerns. 100 graduating seniors 
attended. This event was promoted by: an e-mail to all graduating 
seniors, announcements on the student Eagle Mail log-in page and on 
Axis television, on the alumni homepage and on the Facebook group 
page.  

 
April 21, 2009 Eagle Eats & Seats: FGCU baseball vs. UF: Hammond Stadium, Fort 

Myers. The Alumni Association, Eagle Booster Club and fellow Eagle fans 
joined before the FGCU vs. UF men’s baseball game for an exclusive Eagle 
Tailgate. Fans enjoyed a buffet, cash bar, music by B.C. Rhone 
Entertainment Group (alumnus owned company) and were able to enjoy 
the Miracle vs. Cardinals game, which began prior to the FGCU events. 
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297 attended. This event was promoted by: a mailing a postcard to all 
alumni and association members, e-mail to all alumni, association 
members, posted on the alumni homepage and on the Facebook group 
page. 

 
May 3, 2009 22nd FGCU Commencement: Germain Arena. Lindsey Touchette and Jim 

Robinson inducted graduates into the Alumni Association. 1,125 
graduates were inducted.  

 
May 22, 2009 Eagle Alumni Networking Night: FGCU Arts Gallery. Alumni and friends 

gathered for the opening reception of the 2009 alumni art show titled, 
The Formers, sponsored by the Alumni Association and FGCU Arts 
Complex. Guests were able to view the great art work and catch up with 
old friends as they caught a glimpse of the careers of the 19 participating 
art alumni. Artwork on display included photography, graphic design, 
painting, pottery and mixed media. Guests enjoyed heavy hors d’oeuvres, 
wine and beer. 30 alumni registered in attendance; 30 alumni artists 
displaying works; 200 guests attended in total. This event was promoted 
by: a mailing a postcard to all alumni and association members, e-mail to 
all alumni, association members, posted on the alumni homepage and on 
the Facebook group page. 

 
June 9, 2009 Webinar Series: Virtual. Alumni and current students joined Allison Flick, 

student training and development coordinator, for a presentation on how 
to write an effective cover and prospective letter. This event was 
promoted by: an e-mail to all alumni and association members, posted on 
the alumni homepage, on LinkedIn and the Facebook group page. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



18 | P A G E  

 

University Initiatives  
 
August 19, 2008 Welcome Back Celebration: Alico Arena. The 2008-09 school year got 

underway as President Wilson G. Bradshaw greeted faculty and staff. Co-
workers were given the chance to mingle while enjoying food from 
Outback. Lindsey Touchette and Kim Williams volunteered at this event. 

 
August 24, 2008 New Student Convocation: Alico Arena. Lindsey Touchette and the new 

student convocation alumni representatives, Locksley Knibbs and Rachel 
Kazor, attended and welcomed new students.  

 
August 27, 2009 Campus Involvement Club and Organizational Fair: Student Union 

Ballroom. Students who attended learned about the exciting clubs and 
organizations that are available. The Alumni Association staffed a table to 
hand out information on upcoming events.  

 
September 10, 2008 Career Series:  Student Union, Room 214. Alumni and current students 

gathered for the Career Development Services Career Series: “Life as a 
Pharmaceutical Representative,” featuring GlaxoSmithKline. This event 
was promoted by: sending an e-mail to all alumni and association 
members and was posted on the alumni homepage.  

 
September 22, 2008 Law School Fair: Student Union Ballroom. Alumni and current students 

attended this event. Representatives from various universities provided 
brochures and information on their programs. This event was promoted 
by: sending an e-mail to all alumni and association members and was 
posted on the alumni homepage.  

 
October 2-4, 2008 Adaptive Sports Expo: The Office of Adaptive Services hosted its annual 

event. Kevin Connolly kicked off the event with a presentation of his 
photographs. A Caribbean-themed pool party and sports expo concluded 
the festivities. This event was promoted by: sending an e-mail to all 
alumni and association members and was posted on the alumni 
homepage.  

 
October 8, 2008 Career Series: Student Union, Room 214. Alumni and current students 

gathered for the Career Development Services Career Series: “Life as a 
Crime Scene Investigator.” This event was promoted by: sending an e-
mail to all alumni and association members and was posted on the 
alumni homepage.  

 
October 30, 2008 Lutgert Hall Grand Opening: Lutgert Hall, 5:30 p.m. Lindsey Touchette 

attended the grand opening of Lutgert Hall, the new home of the Lutgert 
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College of Business. A cocktail reception and building tours followed the 
program. Several alumni were invited back to celebrate. 

 
October 23, 2008 Pick a Seat Party: Alico Arena. Athletics hosted an open house to 

promote season tickets for the 2008-09 basketball season. This event was 
promoted by: sending an e-mail to all alumni and association members 
and was posted on the alumni homepage. 

 
November 6, 2008 W. Howard Lecture Series: Grandezza Country Club. The twelfth annual 

event was held in honor of Tommy and Mary Frances Howard sponsored 
by Florida Gulf Coast University, Lutgert College of Business. The focus of 
the lecture was on leadership and values. EMBA alumni were invited to 
attend.  

 
November 12, 2008 Career Series: Student Union, Room 214. Alumni and current students 

gathered for the Career Development Services Career Series: Life as an 
Event/Wedding Planner. This event was promoted by: sending an e-mail 
to all alumni and association members and was posted on the alumni 
homepage.  

 
November 21, 2008 Eaglepalooza: Recreation Fields. The FGCU Alumni Association was a co-

sponsor for this event. Alumni, current students and faculty and staff 
enjoyed live performances from S-Jayy, Lloyd and Busta Rhymes. Local 
businesses provided fun-filled activities and delicious food. This event 
was promoted by: sending an e-mail to all alumni and association 
members and was posted on the alumni homepage. 50 alumni tickets 
were distributed. 

 
December 5, 2008 President’s Society Scholarship Luncheon: Alico Arena. Cynthia Bennett 

and Lindsey Touchette welcomed Casey Panepinto, the recipient of the 
2008-09 Alumni Association Scholarship to the luncheon. 

 
January 31, 2009 Nest Fest: Germain Arena. Alumni had the opportunity to see Panic at 

the Disco, New Found Glory and Vega Under Fire. Tickets were $10 for 
alumni. This event was promoted by: sending an e-mail to all alumni and 
association members and was posted on the alumni homepage.  

 
February 11, 2009 Full Time Career Fair: Student Union Ballroom. Graduating seniors and 

alumni had the opportunity to learn more about the leading employers in 
Southwest Florida. All participants were encouraged to dress for success 
and bring their resumes. This event was promoted by: an e-mail to all 
alumni and association members, posted on the alumni homepage, on 
LinkedIn and the Facebook group page. 
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March 7, 2009 President’s Society Brunch: Student Union Ballroom, 10:30 a.m. The 
Florida Gulf Coast University Foundation Board of Directors recognized 
and honored those who have demonstrated their commitment to the 
University through significant annual support. Dr. Ronald Toll presented 
“Ship of Gold in the Deep Blue Sea: The discovery and recovery of the 
shipwreck S.S. Central America.”  

 
April 17, 2009 12th Annual Celebration of Excellence Award Ceremony: Alico Arena, 

3:30 p.m. Lindsey Touchette, from the Office of Alumni Relations 
announced Laura Holquist, ’00 as the recipient of The Alumna of 
Distinction Award.   

 

Off Campus Cultivations 
 
July 15-18, 2008 CAAMP Conference: Lindsey Touchette attended the Council of Alumni 

Marketing and Membership Professionals (CAMMP) conference at the 
University of Pittsburgh.  

 
October 22, 2008: CAN Benefit Fundraiser: Lindsey Touchette attended the Cancer Alliance 

of Naples fundraiser at Handsome Harry's Third Street Bistro. 
 
January 15-16, 2009 FFAA Meeting: Lindsey Touchette and Kimberly Williams attended the 

annual Florida Forum of Alumni Association (FFAA) meeting at the 
University of South Florida. The meeting is a gathering of all alumni 
directors within the state university system of Florida. 

 
April 23, 2009 Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP): Lindsey Touchette and 

Linda Guerrine attended the AFP panel discussion regarding the new 
generation of donors at the Community Room at 5/3rd Bank (Naples, FL). 

 
April 29, 2009 Webinar - Creating strong eMembership Campaigns: Lindsey Touchette 

and Kimberly Williams attended the presentation lead by David Roloff, 
director of membership & marketing for the Mizzou Alumni Association 
and President of CAMMP. 
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Brick Paver Campaign 
The total number of brick pavers for this fiscal year is 42.  
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Membership and Marketing 
 

Annual Memberships 
The number of annual members for this fiscal year is 113.  
We have continued to see a steady increase in memberships since 2004, see graph below. 

 

 
 

Life Memberships  
The total number of life members for this fiscal year is 25.  
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Memberships by State 
(Please note, the numbers below do not reflect the “Free Grad Annual Memberships”) 
 
Annual individual memberships include:  
 1 AR 
156 FL 
1 GA 
1 MN 
1 NJ 

1 NY 
1 PA 
2 SC 
1 TN 
1 VA 

 
Annual joint memberships include:  
26 FL 
2 NC 
 
Lifetime individual memberships include:  
154 FL 
2 GA 
2 IL 
1 IN 
1 LA 
1 MD 

1 MI 
1 NC 
1 NY 
1 PA 
2 VA 

 
Lifetime joint memberships include: 
37 FL 
1 TN 
 

Membership Benefit Sponsors 
The membership benefits program, Eagle Extras, boasts more than 40 discounts and services 
available to FGCU Alumni Association members.  
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Affinity Programs 
 
Marsh Insurance Products 
On January 1, 2009, the FGCU Alumni Association began offering graduates a group insurance 
program through an exclusive agreement with Marsh Campus Connexions. Marsh, a service of 
Seabury & Smith, Inc., is the world’s leading insurance broker. Marsh Campus Connexions 
provides products and services for the entire educational community of students, alumni, 
faculty and staff. In the alumni division, Marsh services more than 110 clients nationally; 
including five Florida alumni associations. 
 
The commitment is a five-year contract at no cost to FGCUAA. The service includes five 
components: Liberty Mutual Auto & Homeowners, Long Term Care Insurance, Short Term 
Medical, Major Medical, and Dental Insurance.   
 
The FGCUAA receives royalties based on actual premiums sold and renewals. Percentages vary 
based on program. Marsh also provides sponsorship dollars to support the annual Senior 
Sendoff graduation event. 
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Alumni Giving 
(Please note, this does not include deferred gifts) 
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Alumni Demographics 
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Number of Alumni by State 
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Number of Alumni by Florida Counties 
 


