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With eight new players joining the squad, members of 
FGCU’s volleyball team might need some time to get used to 
playing together. But once they do, watch out.

Eagles coach Dave Nichols – whose club won its 
second consecutive Atlantic Sun Conference regular season 
championship last year – added several talented transfers 

and freshmen to fill the void left by the graduation of Ana 
Kokanovic, an All-Atlantic Sun first-team selection in 2008. 

The team had a 7-7 overall record (6-2 in conference) as 
of Oct. 7. 

“It will take us a little bit of time especially because we 
added eight new players, but when conference play comes 

around I think we will be the team to beat,” says 
Nichols, whose squad is eligible for the NCAA Divi-

sion I postseason play for the first time in program 
history. “I like our depth. I like our new kids.”

Junior Jelena Simic, who was a 
National Junior College All-American 
at Seward County (Kan.) Community 
College last season, might be FGCU’s 
most significant off-season addition. 

The 5-foot-10 Simic, who was the 
only player in the nation to register 700 
kills last year, will be expected to play a 
large role during FGCU’s rigorous non-
conference schedule, which included 
matches against University of Southern 

California and Pepperdine in Los Angeles 
in early September.

“Big matches like that only help grow 
your young players,” Nichols says. “Win or 
lose, you come out of those matches battle 
tested. We’re excited.” 

– Chris Duncan/Photo by Matt BrownFGCU volleyball team during USC game.

With 17 letter winners and all 11 
starters returning from last season’s 
squad, FGCU men’s soccer coach Bob 
Butehorn says his excitement for this 
season “is about ready to pop.”

“Not only do we have all those 
players coming back but they’re coming 
back more mature and we have a very 
good recruiting class,” Butehorn says. 
“That depth is going to create competi-
tion for starting roles. When you have 
competition within a group, that’s when 
improvement happens.”

As of Oct. 7, the team had a 3-5-1 
overall record (1-1-0 in conference).

Using a freshmen-dominated 
lineup, FGCU went 6-10-2 overall and 
3-5-1 in Atlantic Sun Conference play 
last season, finishing seventh in the 
conference. Butehorn is confident the 

team will improve this fall thanks in 
large part to a great recruiting class.

Midfielder Jeremy Vollmer (the 
reigning Indiana High School Player 
of the Year), forward Jelani Smith 
(member of Canada’s under-20 
national team) and defender Francisco 
Ubiera (member of the Dominican 
Republic’s under-17 national team) 
are just three freshmen who  
should make an impact, Butehorn 
says.

The Eagles will be challenged, 
however, by a rigorous schedule: 11  
of the team’s 16 games will be on the 
road.

“We’re not intimidated by that,” 
Butehorn says.

– Chris Duncan/Photo 
by Jim Dostie

Matt Smith

Volleyball team excited about possibilities in third Division I season

Men’s soccer melds veterans, promising newcomers 
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Story by Chris Duncan/Photos by  
Dennis Snyder

Experienced players are critical 
to succeeding in NCAA  
Division I basketball, and the 

FGCU women’s and men’s hoops 
rosters will be stocked with veteran 
leadership this season.

The teams each return four starters 
and the majority of their scoring  
from last season. The FGCU women’s 
team – which went 26-5, upset the 
University of Florida and advanced 
to the second round of the Women’s 
National Invitational Tournament last 
season – stands a good chance to repeat 
as Atlantic Sun Conference regular-
season champion.

Seniors Adrianne McNally, 
Chelsea Lyles and Brittany Brown, 
who combined to average 37 points per 
game last season, will likely be expected 
to carry the scoring load.

“The big part of this year is 
motivation,” FGCU women’s coach 
Karl Smesko says. “If our players are 
determined to be successful, they 
probably will be. But they have to have 
a strong desire to repeat as (conference) 
champions because it won’t be easy.”

For the first time in their eight-
year history, the women will play in the 
pre-season WNIT in November and at 
nationally ranked Michigan State on 
Dec. 13.

The FGCU men will also play  
at Michigan State, which lost to  
North Carolina in the 2009 NCAA 
championship. The Spartans are 
expected to rank among the nation’s top 
five teams, making them the highest-
ranked opponent in FGCU men’s 
hoops history.

Men’s coach Dave Balza is looking 
forward to that Nov. 13 tilt because his 
squad is loaded with seasoned players. 
That wasn’t the case last season when 
FGCU went 11-20.

“We had one experienced player 

last year, and that’s a big thing to 
overcome,” Balza says. “This year, we 
have a lot more guys who understand 
the rigors of a season and what it’s 
going to take in terms of taking care of 
their bodies for the long term.” 

Sophomore guard Reggie Cham-
bers, redshirt junior guard Reed Baker 
and senior forwards Derrick O’Neil and 
Kyle Marks are expected to spearhead 
the team. They started the bulk of the 
Eagles’ games last season.

The men’s home games are 
highlighted by contests against Florida 

International and DePaul on Dec. 12 
and Dec. 23, respectively. FIU is 
coached by NBA Hall of Famer Isiah 
Thomas. DePaul, from the Big East 
Conference, will be the first men’s team 
from one of the six power conferences 
(Big East, Big 10, Pac 10, ACC, SEC 
and Big 12) to visit Alico Arena.

– Chris Duncan is a freelance writer 
who lives in Fort Myers.

high hopes to hoops
Seasoned teams bring 

Adrianne McNally, Shannon Murphy and Brittany 
Brown

Reggie Chambers

Derrick  
O’Neil

Kyle Marks
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Friday, Oct. 23
Men’s Cross Country - FGCU 
Invitational
5 p.m., Estero Community Park,  
9200 Corkscrew Palms Blvd., 
Estero

Women’s Cross Country - 
FGCU Invitational
5:30 p.m., Estero Community Park,  
9200 Corkscrew Palms Blvd., 
Estero

Women’s Soccer vs. East 
Tennessee State*
7 p.m., FGCU Soccer Complex

Saturday, Oct. 24
Men’s Soccer vs. Campbell*
7 p.m., FGCU Soccer Complex

Sunday, Oct. 25
Women’s Soccer vs. University 
of South Carolina Upstate*
1 p.m., FGCU Soccer Complex

Friday, Oct. 30
Women’s Swimming & Diving 
vs. Florida Atlantic/Tampa
6 p.m., FGCU Aquatics Center

Volleyball vs. East Tennessee 
State*
7 p.m., Alico Arena

Saturday, Oct. 31
Volleyball vs. Campbell*
7 p.m., Alico Arena

Thursday, Nov. 12
Volleyball vs. University of 
South Carolina Upstate*
7 p.m., Alico Arena

Friday, Nov. 13
Women’s Basketball vs. 
University of Texas El Paso - 
Preseason WNIT
7:05 p.m., Alico Arena

Thursday, Nov. 19
Volleyball – A-Sun Tournament
TBA, Alico Arena

Friday, Nov. 20
Volleyball – A-Sun Tournament
TBA, Alico Arena

Saturday, Nov. 21
Volleyball – A-Sun Tournament
TBA, Alico Arena

Friday, Nov. 27
Women’s Basketball vs. Tulsa - 
FGCU Thanksgiving Classic
7:05 p.m., Alico Arena

Saturday, Nov. 28
Women’s Basketball vs. Rider - 
FGCU Thanksgiving Classic
7:05 p.m., Alico Arena

Tuesday, Dec. 1
Men’s Basketball vs. Bethune 
Cookman
7:05 p.m., Alico Arena

Saturday, Dec. 12
Men’s Basketball vs. Florida 
International
7:30 p.m., Alico Arena

Saturday, Dec. 19
Women’s Basketball vs. 
University of South Carolina 
Upstate*
7:05 p.m., Alico Arena

Tuesday, Dec. 22
Men’s Basketball vs. DePaul
7:05 p.m., Alico Arena

Tuesday, Dec. 29
Women’s Basketball vs. 
Bethune-Cookman
7:05 p.m., Alico Arena

Thursday, Jan. 7
Women’s Basketball vs. North 
Florida*
6:05 p.m., Alico Arena

Friday, Jan. 8
Men’s Basketball vs. North 
Florida*
7:05 p.m., Alico Arena

Saturday, Jan. 9
Women’s Basketball vs. 
Jacksonville*
2:05 p.m., Alico Arena

Sunday, Jan. 10
Men’s Basketball vs. 
Jacksonville*
2:05 p.m., Alico Arena

Tuesday, Jan. 12
Women’s Swimming & Diving 
vs. Radford*
3 p.m., FGCU Aquatics Center

Saturday, Jan. 16
Men’s Tennis vs. Florida A&M
11 a.m., FGCU Tennis Complex

Women’s Tennis - Eagle Invite
All Day, FGCU Tennis Complex

Thursday, Jan. 21
Women’s Basketball vs. 
Kennesaw State*
7:05 p.m., Alico Arena

Friday, Jan. 22
Women’s Tennis vs. Troy
1 p.m., FGCU Tennis Complex

Men’s Basketball vs. Kennesaw 
State*
7:05 p.m., Alico Arena

Saturday, Jan. 23
Women’s Swimming & Diving 
vs. Florida International
11 a.m., FGCU Aquatics Center

Women’s Basketball vs. 
Mercer*
7:05 p.m., Alico Arena

Sunday, Jan. 24
Men’s Basketball vs. Mercer*
2:05 p.m., Alico Arena

Wednesday, Jan. 27
Women’s Basketball vs. 
Stetson*
5:15 p.m., Alico Arena

Men’s Basketball vs. Stetson*
7:30 p.m., Alico Arena

*A-Sun Conference Game

After posting its third and most successful season in 
2008-09, the FGCU women’s soccer team expects to take its 
game to a new level this fall.

The Eagles return every player from last season’s squad, 
which went 10-4-3 and took fourth in the Atlantic Sun 
Conference regular season. The 2009-10 team should be 
buoyed by the return of talented sophomore defender 
Kathleen Hunter, who sat out last season with a torn anterior 
cruciate ligament injury.

“It should be an outstanding year,” says coach Jim Blan-
kenship. “Our group has a couple years under their belt so 
we’re excited to see how much they’ll grow. Our expectations 
are quite high.”

The Eagles will be tested by what Blankenship calls the 
toughest schedule in program history. Of FGCU’s first seven 
opponents, five qualified for the NCAA Division I tourna-
ment last season. Playing nationally ranked squads such as 
Central Florida and Miami in non-conference should only 
force the squad to improve.

As of Oct. 4, the team’s overall record was 7-4-1 (2-1-0 
in A-Sun play).

Blankenship says the team will lean heavily on senior 
midfielder Amber McCall, one of four Eagles who earned 
all-conference honors last season.

“She’s the engine that makes us go,” Blankenship 
says about McCall, who had a team-high five goals and 

12 points last season.
– Chris Duncan/Photo by Jim Dostie

How do you improve on a team that won last year’s 
Coastal Collegiate Swimming Association Conference 
championship by more than 200 points? If you’re the FGCU 
women’s swimming and diving program, the answer is adding 
a 2008 Beijing Olympian.

Danielle Beaubrun, who represented 
her homeland of St. Lucia in the 2008 
Beijing Olympics, is one of 18 newcomers 
on FGCU’s squad this fall. The additions 

should boost an 
already loaded 
squad that cruised 
to the 2008 CCSA 
Team Championship, a tournament 
that includes clubs from the Big Sun, 
Southern, Mid-Eastern Athletic and 
Atlantic Sun conferences.

“We don’t really have any holes in 
the lineup,” coach Neal Studd says. “Last 

year, we had a couple events where we were weak. This year, 
we have no weaknesses.”

FGCU’s biggest competition might be within its own 
program. Thirty-four women competed for 18 swimming spots 
this fall. Studd says the best student-athletes made his travel 

roster. Last year, the Eagles posted a 
combined 3.48 grade-point average 
– the eighth best in the nation for 
NCAA Division I swimming teams.

Beaubrun and sophomore 
Victoria Cadge are two swimmers 
who shouldn’t have to worry about 
starting for FGCU in meets.

Cadge, who was named the 2008 CCSA Swimmer of 
the Year, swam in the 200-meter individual medley at the 
British Nationals this summer. 

The team’s overall record was 2-2 (1-0 in the conference) 
as of Oct. 7.

– Chris Duncan

“We don’t really have any 
holes in the lineup.” 

– Neal Studd

Neal Studd

Season looks bright for women’s soccer team

Swimming, diving team returns stronger than ever

Cross country squads 
expect great year

FGCU men’s and women’s cross 
country coach Cassandra Goodson 
considers herself lucky: She has two 
school-record holders on her teams 
when many teams don’t have any.

School-record holders Kyle 
Brunette, a senior, and junior Megan 
Thies should spearhead the men’s and 
women’s teams, respectively. Brunette 
established four new top-10 FGCU 
times, including shattering the previous 
8K school record with a time of 26 
minutes, 8.92 seconds at the Atlantic 
Sun Conference championships last 
year.

Thies has 
broken her own 
5K school record 
on three separate 
occasions during 
her FGCU career, 
establishing the 
current school 
record with a 
time of 19:10.11 
at the FLRunners.com Invitational last 
season.

“They are two well-rounded 
leaders,” Goodson says.

The men’s and women’s team took 
seventh and ninth, respectively, in the 
A-Sun last season. Goodson expects the 
squads to improve on those marks. 

In addition to Brunette, the men 
return sophomore Joshua Brooks, 
who posted the sixth-fastest time (27 
minutes, 5.74 seconds) in school history 
at last year’s conference meet. The 
women, meanwhile, will be bolstered 
by the addition of freshman Kailand 
Cosgrove – a three-time conference 
champion at Tarpon Springs High 
School.

“There should definitely be more 
depth this year,” Goodson says. 

– Chris Duncan

“There should definitely be 
more depth this year.”

– Cassandra Goodson

Cassandra Goodson

Sports 
   Update

Amber McCall

Sports  
Calendar



Fall 2009    27

Curtain rises on new building
Construction has begun on the Music Education and Perfor-

mance Building on the Arts Complex cul-de-sac on the FGCU campus.
The 23,000-square-foot, two-story structure will overlook a lake 

and wetlands and will serve as a gathering spot for the community. 
The state has provided $12.6 million for essential performance space.

Opportunities to support the building abound. They range 
from $1,000 for a seat in the recital hall (with permanent plaque) 
to $3 million for naming rights of the building. Building gifts will 
be matched by the state and will fund an endowment to advance 
excellence in the school.

Program gift opportunities range from 
$10,000 for an endowed scholarship to 
$1,000,001 for an eminent scholar chair. 
Endowed program gifts of $100,000 or 
more will be matched by the state.

Here are some highlights of the 
building, which is expected to be 
completed by the winter of 2010-2011:

Grand Lobby: The 1,000-square-
foot space will feature a commemorative 
wall of honor designed by Sanibel artist Luc 
Century. 

Recital Hall: The 196-seat, 
3,260-square-foot hall will possess excel-
lent acoustics and site lines, plush seating, 
ample leg room and personal space.

Rehearsal Hall: Adjoining the recital 
hall, this 3,000-square-foot space will feature 
state-of-the-art acoustics and recording 
capabilities, with equipment storage areas 
and access to the education wing.

Green Room: This space will provide a quiet haven for guest 
musicians before and after performances.

Other features include 10 faculty studios for individual instruction 
adjacent to three specialty classrooms accommodating 30 students 
each; a 15-student technology lab; a 12-student keyboard lab; 10 
student practice rooms for independent instrumental/vocal study; and 
a music library with collections of sheet music and CDs.

The structure has been designed collaboratively by Reynolds, 
Smith and Hills Inc. in Fort Myers, Pfeiffer Partners Architects Inc. in 
New York and Los Angeles, Johnson Engineering, OCI Associates, 
TKW Structural Engineers and JaffeHolden. Owen-Ames-Kimball is 
constructing it.

students have garnered honors  
in celebrated competitions across  
the nation.

Music faculty as well as area 
professional musicians instruct students 
in curricula guided by the National 
Association of Schools of Music.

Instruction includes: piano, voice, 
bassoon, cello, clarinet, double bass, 

euphonium, flute, guitar, harp, horn, 
oboe, percussion, saxophone, trombone, 
tuba, viola and violin. 

Students participate in a pep  
band, string orchestra, choir, chamber 
singers, wind orchestra, symphonic 
band and symphony orchestra. The 
school holds summer camps for high 
school musicians and FGCU students 

currently teach violin to 4- and 
5-year-olds at the Guadalupe Center in 
Immokalee.

Faculty members teach and mentor 
as well as perform, conduct research 
and serve the community.

Upon earning accreditation in 
2010-2011 with its first graduating 
class, the school will expand academic 
instruction to include graduate students 
and music therapy.
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Music school structure 
begins to take shape	

Every great composition begins 
with an inspiration, a glimmer 
of an idea that grows into some-

thing with a life of its own.
That’s how the Bower School 

of Music got its start as well. Today, 
the three-year-old program is on its 
way to becoming a master work, with 
96 music majors and a burgeoning 
curriculum that have quickly outgrown 
their temporary classroom space. Work 
has begun on a building to house the 
program. (See accompanying story.)

“Through music instruction, 
performance, community service and 
outreach, the Bower School of Music 
enhances the cultural offerings and 
improves the quality of life for all who 
live, work and play in this region,” 
says Florida Gulf Coast University 
President Wilson G. Bradshaw.

It was through the generous 
support of Alan and Marilyn Korest 
that the school became a reality. Their 
donation was a tribute to Marilyn 
Korest’s father, Edwin H. Bower, a 
successful CPA and longtime Naples 
philanthropist with a passion for music.

The next phase calls for building 
a center the school can call its own, a 
place where students have the space 
and resources to reach their greatest 
potential.

“The Music Education and 
Performance Building will enhance 
the vibrant cultural life of our campus,” 
says Bradshaw. “While the facility is 
intended to provide educational and 
performance spaces for the programs 
offered by the Bower School of Music, 

I’m confident the entire campus and 
community at large will enjoy the 
connection to music made possible by 
this acoustically advanced facility.”

The Bower School of Music was 
established in 2006 to prepare musically 
gifted students for successful careers in 
performance and music education. Its 

A work   in progress
Giving opportunities

For details on the many ways to 
support the Bower School of Music, 
contact Judith Cassidy, at (239) 
590-1058 or jcassidy@fgcu.edu.
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The University broke ground on its new music building in September. Taking part are, from left: Stephen 
McIntosh, FGCU Foundation chairperson; Donna Price Henry, College of Arts and Sciences dean; donors Alan 
and Marilyn Korest; President Wilson G. Bradshaw; and Robert Thayer, Bower School of Music interim director.
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Ajax Building Corp. has not only 
played a large part in building the struc-
tures at Florida Gulf Coast University, 
the company has contributed to creating 
a financially secure foundation for the 
institution as well.

The company recently donated 
$50,000 to the University to be used in 
any way it was needed. 

University officials have chosen to put half toward 
sponsorship of the FGCU Scholarship Luncheon, which will 
take place in December. This annual event pays homage to 
scholarship donors and allows them to meet the students who 
benefit from their generosity. Current budget constraints had 
put the event in jeopardy.

The remaining $25,000 will go to First Generation 
Student Scholarships, which are awarded to students who 
are the first in their families to attend college. The gift will 
be matched dollar-for-dollar by the state, which doubles the 
amount available to students who need financial aid to build 
their futures.

“It is important to Ajax to give scholarships to Florida 
Gulf Coast University and sponsor the Scholarship 
Luncheon because it is very gratifying to know that we are 
helping students who may not have the financial means to 

reach their educational goals,” says William “Bill” Byrne, 
company president. “It is also very rewarding to witness the 
students’ gratitude first hand at the luncheon program.” 

Since 1998, Ajax has contributed $300,000, including 
state matching funds, to support FGCU in a number of ways. 
In addition to its most recent gift, the company has estab-
lished an endowed scholarship fund and, in 2006 and 2008, 
gave unrestricted gifts, which were used for First Generation 
scholarships. It has contributed to the annual Founder’s Cup 
Golf Tournament, each of the President’s Celebrations and 
various FGCU athletic programs. 

The general contracting company with seven offices from 
Tallahassee to Fort Myers is currently constructing the third 
parking garage on campus. Its previous University projects 
include Whitaker Hall, the first two parking garages and the 
FGCU Library addition and expansion.

GFA donation aids  
engineering program 

GFA International Inc. has pledged $15,000 to help the 
U.A. Whitaker School of Engineering purchase scientific 
equipment.

In recognition of this gift, the study area on the east end 
of the second floor of Holmes Hall will be named the GFA 
International Student Study Area.

The Delray Beach-based company has conducted mate-
rial testing on the Florida Gulf Coast University campus for 
several years. The full-service engineering consulting firm 
serves a range of industries, specializing in environmental, 
geotechnical, structural design, material testing, special and 
threshold inspections, mechanical, electrical and plumbing 
and mold remediation services.

“GFA International is committed to contributing to 
the ongoing success of FGCU, not only in the construction 

field, but in the classroom,” says Travis Merrick, GFA’s Fort 
Myers business development manager. “We look forward to 
continuing a strong relationship with FGCU and also to the 
days when GFA will hire and develop graduating engineers.”
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Music professor  
establishes  
scholarship

Rod Chesnutt, head of instru-
mental music in the Bower School of 
Music, has established an endowed 
scholarship in honor of his parents.

The Clarence and Natalie 
Chesnutt Scholarship Fund for 
Instrumental Music Education will 
benefit instrumental music majors 
who plan to teach band or orchestra in 
public schools.

“I established this scholarship in 
honor of my parents as they provided 
the models and tools for me to find 
my own way and shape my future as a 
music educator,” says Chesnutt. “They 
were firmly committed to a balanced, 
comprehensive public school education 
as that is what enabled both of them to 
be highly successful.”

Clarence Chesnutt earned a 
doctorate in animal sciences while his 
wife held a bachelor’s degree in biology 
and public school music. Both devoted 
much of their lives to teaching and 
helping children. 

“In choosing to establish an 
endowed scholarship in honor of his 
parents, Dr. Chesnutt has displayed his 
commitment to the institution and its 
students,” says Robert Thayer, Bower 
School of Music interim director. “This 
gift can serve as a model for others 
who seek to assure the continuing 
growth of the music school.”

From left: Ara Volkan, Lutgert College of Business associate dean; Alejandra Alzate Nieves; Nelson 
Nieves, ’02, Synergy Contractors president; FGCU President Wilson G. Bradshaw; Verne Nieves, ’05, 
Synergy Contractors vice president; Melissa Clark Nieves, ’05; and Shelton Weeks, FGCU Lucas Professor 
of Real Estate

Synergy Contractors, Inc., 
owned and operated by two Florida 
Gulf Coast University alumni, has 
committed $30,000 to support the 
Lutgert College of Business.

Company President Nelson Nieves, 
’02 (Finance), and his brother Verne 
Nieves, ’05 (Management), Synergy’s 
vice president, pledged $30,000 to 
benefit the Lucas Institute for Real 
Estate Development and Finance.  
Their gift will support faculty and 
student research and involvement in 
community real estate organizations as 
well as the purchase of equipment and 
software.

“Synergy Contractors is committed 
to being an agent of positive economic 

development,” says Nelson Nieves. “We 
believe it’s the responsibility of compa-
nies of all sizes to help ensure that the 
Lutgert College of Business flourishes 
in order to develop tomorrow’s business 
leaders.”

Founded in 2005, Synergy 
Contractors, Inc. specializes in concrete 
and masonry construction for commer-
cial and residential projects throughout 
Southwest Florida.

“As alumni, we recognize how 
important it is to support the Lutgert 
College of Business and its mission,” 
says Verne Nieves. “Collectively, we can 
help fuel the economic growth of our 
region through support of the College, 
its programs and faculty.”

Synergy supports Lutgert program 

FGCU Associate Professor Rod Chesnutt and 
FGCU President Wilson G. Bradshaw 

From left: Chris Pacitto, GFA International Fort Myers branch manager; 
Susan Blanchard, founding director, U.A. Whitaker School of Engineering; 
Frank Frione, GFA chief executive officer; FGCU President Wilson G. 
Bradshaw; and Travis Merrick, GFA Fort Myers business development 
manager

Ajax Building 
plays dual role 
in developing 
University

From left: Andy Wallace, Ajax operations manager; William “Bill” Byrne, Ajax president; FGCU 
President Wilson G. Bradshaw; and Denise Ambrefe, Ajax project development manager

President’s Planned Giving Brunch

Donors who include Florida Gulf Coast University in their estate plans are recognized through  
memberships in the Covenant and Heritage societies and are honored each year at the President’s 
Planned Giving Brunch. Among those at this year’s event were: Gray Ballman, Mercedes Ballman, 
Bedford Biles, Fay Biles, Bob Shrader, Amal Das, Betty Das, Kathie Beeken, Keith Trowbridge, Doris 
Trowbridge, FGCU President Wilson G. Bradshaw, Mary Hull, Elissa Manna, Joan Attridge, George 
Fogg, Rebecca Fogg and Bill Attridge. For information about creating a deferred gift, contact Pete 
Lefferts at (239) 590-1077 or pleffert@fgcu.edu.
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Faramos building family 
legacy at University
Story by Lindsey Touchette/Photos by 
Garth Francis 

For one Naples family, FGCU 
stands for Faramo Gulf Coast 
University.

That’s because there has always 
been at least one Faramo among the 
student body since the University 
opened in 1997.

To date, seven Faramos repre-
senting two generations have earned 
five bachelor’s and two master’s degrees 
at FGCU, with another two bachelor’s 
degrees in the works. Still another 
member plans to enroll next year.

Dianne Faramo says FGCU has 
played a huge role in the family’s life.

“My husband, Jeff, and I knew we 
wanted all six children to have a college 
education, but I wasn’t really sure how 
it would be possible,” she says. “I believe 
FGCU opened for the Faramos. It was 
an answer to our prayers.”

The first to attend was Virginia, 31, 
the oldest of the six Faramo siblings. 

She feels fortunate that she could 
play a part in founding many groups 
and organizations that continue to 
thrive on campus. She served as a 
Student Government senator and a 
resident assistant for housing, and 
participated in the FGCU honors 
program, among other activities. 

Next came Jennifer, 29.
“My initial attraction to FGCU 

was it is far enough away from home, 
but not so far that I couldn’t drive home 
on a whim,” she says. “It’s our family 
nature to stick together.” 

The third Faramo to enroll, 
27-year-old Jeffrey, served as 
Student Government vice president 
in 2002-2003 and as president the 
following year. He represented Student 
Government on the University Board of 
Trustees, participated in groundbreak-
ings for several campus buildings and 

helped launch Eagle Express, the 
campus transportation system. 

He also met Rachel DiSalvo, 
whom he married in April, making her 
yet another Faramo alum.

Rachel, 25, connected with the 
Faramos her first day of college.

“Jennifer Faramo was my orienta-
tion leader and was the first person I 
knew at FGCU,” she says. “I would 
have never thought I would marry her 
brother nine years later.” 

The couple now live in Washington, 
D.C., where they host an annual party 
for FGCU alumni who live in the area.

Impressed by the education her 
children were receiving, Dianne, 54, 
decided to return for a master’s degree 
in education.

“FGCU is an extraordinary 
University,” she says. “In addition to 
the quality courses of study, FGCU 
provides opportunities for personal 
growth, support and friendship. We are 
extremely fortunate to be a part of the 
FGCU family.”

Son Charlie, 23, set out to be the 
renegade, heading to Carson Newman 
College in Tennessee so that he could 
play football. But after a year, he 
transferred to FGCU.

“I wanted to live in Southwest 
Florida and be a part of the young, 
upcoming school,” he says.

By the time 22-year-old Christina 
was ready for college, FGCU was nine 
years old. The modern campus housing, 
family legacy and chance to be part of a 
growing University sealed her decision.

“FGCU has given me unforgettable 
opportunities that have shaped me into 
the person I am today,” she says. “Not 
only have I been given the opportunity 
to watch FGCU grow, but from my 
many FGCU experiences, I have grown 
as well.”

Erica, 21, knew she’d be an Eagle 
by the time she was in grade school.

“It was the first university I ever 
stepped foot on,” she says. “Watching all 
my other siblings attend the University 
over the years, it only seemed natural 

Top row: Charlie Faramo holding  
nephew Patrick, Nicholas held by 
grandfather Jeff Faramo, Jennifer 
Faramo Laderer 

Middle row: Chrissy Faramo, Virginia 
Faramo Caron, Jeffrey Faramo

Bottom row: Erica Faramo, Rachel 
DiSalvo Faramo, Dianne Faramo 

Virginia 
Faramo 
Caron
Graduated: 
2000 and 2004  
Degrees:  
Bachelor’s 
and master’s, 
elementary 
education
Career: Taught first and second grades, 
Naples Park and Big Cypress elementary 
schools
Currently: Substitute teaching; raising 
her children, Patrick, 4, and Nicholas, 21 
months
Most influential professors: Carolyn 
Spillman and Sally Mayberry, College of 
Education 
Student activities: Student Govern-
ment senator and ambassador, resident 
assistant, Gulf Regional Educational 
Advantage for Teachers, which supports 
aspiring teachers through the Uncom-
mon Friends Foundation

Jennifer 
Faramo 
Laderer
Graduated: 
2002
Degree: 
Bachelor’s,  
marketing
Career: 
Director of 
strategic marketing,  
Bonita Bay Group
Most influential professor: Ludmilla 
Wells, marketing. “She is the reason I 
am a marketing professional. Her en-
thusiasm for marketing and advertising 
is contagious, and to this day she is still 
a huge support,” she says.
Student activities: Eagle News 
staff writer, Orientation leader, Family 
Resource Center student assistant, 
American Advertising Federation presi-
dent, member of the Golden Key Honor 
Society and Phi Eta Sigma

It’s all relative
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that when my time came to apply 
for college, I would only fill out one 
application.” 

She expects to graduate in 2010.
Although Erica is the youngest 

Faramo, she’s not likely to be the last to 

graduate from FGCU. Her father, Jeff, 
plans to enroll once Erica completes her 
education.

Michele Yovanovich, FGCU dean 
of students, believes the family sets a 
great example.

“The Faramos are a bright family 
of leaders who could have attended 
most any school but chose to stay in 
their home region to take advantage of 
the establishment of FGCU,” she says. 
“Talk about Eagle pride!”

Dianne 
Faramo 
Graduated: 
2006
Degree: 
Master’s,  
reading  
education
Career: 
Collier County 
Coordinator of Elementary Reading 
and Language Arts
Most influential professor: 
Linda Ray, professor and program 
leader of the Division of Teacher 
Education
Favorite FGCU memory: 
Commencement. “With a large  
family it isn’t always easy to get 
everyone together. With graduations, 
however, the Faramos make it a point 
to come together in support and 
celebrate each other’s accomplish-
ments,” she says.

Charlie 
Faramo 
Graduated:  
2008
Degree: 
Bachelor’s,  
management
Career: Vice 
president of 
operations, 
Faramo Amusements Inc., a coin- 
operated amusement machine supplier
Most influential professors: Charles 
Mathews and Howard Finch, Lutgert 
College of Business 
Favorite FGCU memory: Serving as 
director of Eaglepalooza in 2007.  
“It was a lot of fun networking with 
local businesses for sponsorships and 
meeting rap artist Yung Joc,” he says. 
“The success of the event is an  
experience I will remember forever.” 

Jeffrey 
Faramo 
Graduated: 
2004
Degree:  
Bachelor’s,  
marketing
Career: 
Global account 
manager, 
Gartner, Inc. 
Most influential professor: 
Joe Shepard, vice president for 
Administrative Services and Finance. A 
student in Shepard’s statistics class, he 
was impressed by the administrator’s 
assistance outside of class. “I know 
that without his guidance on and off 
campus, I would not have been so  
successful while at FGCU,” he says.
Student activities: Student 
Government vice president and  
president, student member of FGCU 
Board of Trustees

Rachel 
DiSalvo 
Faramo 
Graduated: 
2005
Degree: 
Bachelor’s,  
communication
Career: Client 
adviser to uni-
versities and colleges in the Northeast, 
Gartner, Inc.
Most influential staff member: 
Jon Brunner, assistant dean, and Alice 
Brunner, former director of first-year 
advising and orientation activities
Favorite FGCU memory: Orientation. 
“I did not know what a great experi-
ence awaited me as a freshman,” she 
says. “After walking around campus, 
meeting the faculty, staff and other new 
students as well as learning about all 
the activities, I couldn’t wait for college 
to start.” 

Chrissy 
Faramo 
Graduates: 
December 2009
Degree: 
Bachelor’s,  
management
Career  
aspirations:  
To work in bank-
ing and become a certified public  
accountant or chartered financial analyst. 
She also hopes to move to New York City 
and work in the financial district. 
Student activities: Student 
Government treasurer, Florida Student 
Association, Undergraduate Business  
Association, Financial Managers  
Association
Honors/Awards: FGCU Hall of Fame 
(2009), “Who’s Who Among Students” 
(2008), FGCU Excellence in Service award 
for more than 200 hours of service  
learning hours (2008)

Erica 
Faramo 
Graduates: 
Spring 2010 
Degree: 
Bachelor’s, 
English
Career  
aspirations: 
She’s thinking 
about teaching high school  
English or working in the publishing 
field.
Most influential staff member: 
Jorge Lopez, ’03, director of student  
financial services  
Student activities: Eaglepalooza, the 
Money Game Camp, Sanibel  
Island Writers Conference, commence-
ment, the Creative Writing Club and 
student assistant in the Office of the 
Registrar

Foundation board offers 
alumni incentive to give
Story by Peter Lefferts/Photo by Garth Francis

In an effort to inspire alumni to help support their alma 
mater, Florida Gulf Coast University’s Foundation board 
members are reaching into their own pockets.
Each pledged to donate a 

minimum of $500 to create a pool 
of money through which they will 
match dollar for dollar every gift of 
$100 to $1,000 by alumni who give 
for the first time.

“Approximately 3 percent of 
FGCU’s 10,000 alumni support 
current FGCU students through 
our annual giving campaigns,” 
says Stephen McIntosh, the 
Foundation board’s chairman. “It 
is our hope that this matching gift program will provide the 
incentive alumni need to become first-time donors who will 
help make a difference in the lives of today’s students.”

Requests for gifts for the annual “You Make A Differ-
ence” campaign are mailed to alumni throughout the year. 
Alumni can also go to the FGCU Web site to make a secure 
gift with a credit card. These gifts may be designated for 
whatever program or scholarship the donor wishes and the 
matching gift from the Foundation Board members will also 

go to that program or 
scholarship. 

Nathan Touchette, 
’05 (Marketing), is 
among this year’s 
first-time givers. His 
gift will go toward the 
Alumni Association 
scholarship.

“FGCU prepared 
me well for a business 
career, and I rely on the 

knowledge I received daily,” he says. “I want to be sure other 
students have similar opportunities and experiences. I specifi-
cally chose to support the Alumni Association scholarship 
because I want students to realize their connection to FGCU 
continues long after graduation.”

The FGCU Foundation was formed in 1993 by a group 
of dedicated community leaders to support the education 
mission of the University through fundraising. Last year, the 
Foundation awarded more than $1.3 million in scholarships 
to FGCU students.

For more information, contact Peter Lefferts, Planned 
Giving director, at 590-1077 or pleffert@fgcu.edu.

Eagles flock to ball game

Alumni celebrated summer 
in full swing at a Tampa Bay 
Rays game in St. Petersburg. 
After the game, fans enjoyed 
a rousing performance by 
the B-52s. Among the alums 
spotted in the stands were 
Ashley Harris, ’06 (English), 
left, and Danny Harris, ’06 
(Master’s, Accounting).

Welcome back

Alumni took part in greeting incoming students and their parents during 
convocation at Alico Arena in August. Angela Hodge, ’04 (Communication), 
and Mathew Visaggio, ’05 (Communication) both addressed the group. 
Philanthropist and “Three Cups of Tea” author Greg Mortenson was the featured 
speaker. The afternoon concluded with a cookout hosted by President Wilson G. 
Bradshaw at the Fresh Food Company, FGCU’s newest dining spot. 

Learning the basics 

Sean Griffin, ’01 (Secondary Education) taught fellow alumni the latest self-
defense techniques at Griffin’s Martial Arts Center in North Fort Myers. Armed  
with their newfound skills, Orv Curry, ’02 (Computer Information Systems), and 
Kim Williams, ’06/’09 (Master’s, School Counseling), broke boards with their fists. 

Stephen McIntosh

“It is our hope that this matching 
gift program will provide the 
incentive alumni need to become 
first-time donors who will help 
make a difference in the lives of 
today’s students.”

– Stephen McIntosh
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�� Weddings, 
engagements  
and births 

Amber Golden, ’07 (Nursing), and 
Joshua Golden have announced the 
birth of their son, Caleb Dean, on  
May 27 at HealthPark Medical Center 
in Fort Myers. He weighed 8 pounds 
and 13 ounces.

Jorge Lopez, ’03 (Master’s, 
Business Administration), and Carol 
Lopez, ’03 (Elementary Education), 
are getting their son, 16-month-old 
Noah, into the Eagle spirit with an 
FGCU bib. 

�� Newsmakers

’99 Carmen Dellutri, (Master’s, 
Business Administration), has been 
appointed state chair for the middle 
and northern districts of Florida by 
the National Association of Consumer 
Bankruptcy Attorneys. He will serve as 
a liaison among the association and 
attorneys, bankruptcy judges and other 
court officials, and as a primary contact 
for local media regarding consumer 
bankruptcy issues. He is a board-
certified consumer bankruptcy attorney 
and one of the founding members of 
BankruptcyLawNetwork.com.

Andrew DeSalvo, (Executive 
Master’s Business Administration), has 
won the CoStar Power Broker Award, 
given annually to recognize individual 
brokers who closed the highest 
transaction volume in commercial 
property sales or leases. He is a broker 
associate for Premier Properties of 
Southwest Florida, Inc., Realtors 
commercial division. 

’03 Derek Lamely, (Manage-
ment), won the Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital Invitational for his first 
Nationwide Tour golf title. 

Robert Lee, (Finance), has been 
named a home consultant at the Vistas 
at Heritage Bay in Naples by Lennar. 
With five years of experience in resi-
dential real estate sales in Southwest 
Florida, he will assist homebuyers in 
the purchase of new town homes. 

Myrna Rivera, (Nursing), is a 
registered nurse at Gulf Coast Medical 
Center in Fort Myers. She and her 
husband, Leonard, have a 3-year-old 
son, Raymond. They live in Fort Myers. 

Tiffany Sawyer, (Marketing), took 
the trip of her dreams and backpacked 
through Europe for two months by 
herself. She visited 16 countries and met 
some wonderful people along the way. 

’05 Spencer Roach, (Political 
Science), a lieutenant in the U.S. 
Coast Guard, is one of six officers 
nationwide recently selected for the 
Judge Advocate General program. The 
program offers him the opportunity to 
attend a law school of his choice, fully 
funded by the U.S. Coast Guard, while 
continuing to earn his salary. Selection 
is based on military performance 
and academic history. Spencer plans 
to attend the University of Miami’s 
School of Law, where he expects to 
specialize in international law. 

Chris Trout, (Sports Management), 
shot a 73 in the final round of the 
E-Z-GO South Florida PGA Open 
at Fiddler’s Creek in Naples to tie 
for third. He works at Cypress Lake 
Country Club. 

’06 Danielle Brant, (Art), gradu-
ated from Florida State University with 
a master of science in art therapy. She 
is a grief/art therapy counselor at Big 
Bend Hospice in Tallahassee. 

Jason Garcia, (Biology), has been 
accepted into the College of Osteo-
pathic Medicine at Nova Southeastern 
University to pursue a master’s degree 
in public health.

Ryan Uhler, (Communication), has 
been named the marketing manager 
for the Bonita Springs Chamber of 
Commerce. 

’07 Carolyn Greene, 
(Communication), joined the Office of 
Community Outreach at FGCU after 
serving 11 years in the Foundation 
office. She assists the director of 
community outreach with fostering 
relationships in the community as 
well as recruitment and retention 
of students from the five-county 
area who are underserved and 
underrepresented. 

Errington Neysmith, (Criminal 
Justice), graduated from basic military 
training at Lackland Air Force Base in 
San Antonio, TX. 

Alana Smith, (Elementary Educa-
tion), is in her third year of teaching 
in Collier County. She married Thomas 
Eugene Gray Jr. in June 2008.

’08 Christina Chuderski, 
(Master’s, Educational Leadership), 
is the international baccalaureate 
coordinator for James Stephens 
International Academy. She is also 
pursuing a specialist degree in 
educational leadership at FGCU. 

Alex Fernandez, (Marketing), 
joined NOISE, an award-winning 
multimedia branding communications 
agency, as a social media guru. He 
heads the social media department 
while also contributing to Web 
content, video editing and new  
business development. Alex also 
authored “Social Media Manifesto,” 
a brief guide to social media best 
practices. 

Stefanie Ink, (Marketing), has 
joined Alliance Financial Group as a 
financial adviser. She previously served 
on the board of directors and as 
advisory board vice president for The 
Southwest Florida Museum of History. 
She is the sponsorship chair of the 
2010 Cattle Barons’ Ball fundraiser to 
benefit the American Cancer Society 
and co-founder of PAWS Lee County, 
which works to reduce pet popula-
tions and offer veterinary services to 
low-income pet owners. 

Adair Kaestner, (Marketing), 
has been named the director of 
student life at Northwood University’s 
West Palm Beach campus. She is 
responsible for producing a  
monthly student publication, planning 
and coordinating student activities 
and special events and serving as  
an administrator for student  
organizations. She lives in Palm  
Beach Gardens. 

Jessica Paletsky, (Master’s, Busi-
ness Administration), has been named 
a board member of the Lee County 
Alliance for the Arts. The board assists 
the organization staff in furthering the 
arts and culture in Lee County. Jessica 
is a financial adviser with the Berlick-
Sherwin Group at Morgan Stanley. 

Erica Turok, (Accounting), is an 
accountant at Ann Storck Center in 
Fort Lauderdale. 

’09 Luke Benfield, (Master’s, 
Educational Leadership), is the 
coordinator of fraternity and sorority 
life at Coastal Carolina University 
in Myrtle Beach, SC. As a student at 
FGCU, he was voted Graduate Student 
of the Year and was inducted into the 
Student Hall of Fame. 

Tiffany Esposito, (Communication), 
has been named the communications 
manager for the Bonita Springs 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Danielle BrantTiffany Sawyer Carolyn Greene Alex Fernandez

Class notes

Katherine Liebl, (Master’s, School 
Counseling), is an elementary school 
counselor at North Fort Myers Academy 
of the Arts. 

Sarah Wood, (Marketing), has joined 
Chico’s as an allocator for the White 
House Black Market headquarters in  
Fort Myers. 

Shannon York, (Resort and Hospitality 
Management), is a traveling leadership 
consultant for Zeta Tau Alpha, visiting 
collegiate chapters around the country. 
Her responsibilities include officer educa-
tion, leadership development, chapter 
organization, supervision of membership 
recruitment and assistance with new 
chapters. 

�� In memoriam 

Florida Gulf Coast University expresses 
sympathy to the family and friends of the 
following alumna: 

Juanita Bryan, ’09 (Master’s, School 
Counseling), died July 13. She was 
a much-respected school counselor 
at Moore Haven Elementary School. 
She is survived by her husband, Jim, 
two children, Nicole and Eric, and her 
granddaughter. 

Reach out
Alumni are encouraged to share their 
news about new jobs, promotions, 
relocations, weddings, births and other 
milestones. 

Send items to the Office of Alumni  
Relations at: alumnirelations@fgcu.edu 
or by mail to FGCU, 
10501 FGCU Blvd. South,  
Fort Myers, FL 33965-6565

Caleb Dean 
Golden

Noah Lopez Stefanie Ink Adair Kaestner

Katherine Liebl Shannon York

Sail away for five sun-drenched and relaxing 
days with a getaway especially for Florida Gulf 
Coast University alumni and friends.

The FGCU Alumni Association announces 
this year’s Eagle Escape, a five-day cruise aboard 
Royal Caribbean’s Grandeur of the Seas.

Set sail from Fort Lauderdale aboard 
this modern ship with its full complement of 
activities, including a casino, full-service spa 
and fitness center, themed bars and lounges, six 
whirlpools, indoor and outdoor pools and an 
outdoor jogging track.

Ports of call include George Town, Grand 
Cayman, and Cozumel, Mexico. Both ports offer 
plenty of unique opportunities for visitors. 

George Town’s Stingray City affords a 
chance to snorkel amidst stingrays, relatively 
tame and gentle creatures with velvety soft skin 
and a penchant for having their bellies rubbed. 
Tour the picturesque town and check out the 
Conch Shell House, built entirely of shells. Or chill 
out island-style at the Rum Point Club or Grand 
Cayman’s world-famous Seven-Mile Beach.

Cozumel has its own charms, including 
Chankanaab Park, which boasts the only inland coral reef formation in the world, an 
ideal spot for snorkeling and viewing a host of marine life up close. Other attractions 
include dolphin swims and sea lion shows, along with vast expanses of sand and surf, 
for which the island is justifiably famous.

The royal treatment includes complimentary transportation to and from Fort Myers, 
an exclusive Eagle Escape cocktail reception aboard the Grandeur, along with all the 
state-of-the-art features Royal Caribbean has to offer. 

Alumni plan 
   Caribbean             escape

Eagle Escape 2010
What: 	 ��Eagle Escape, a five-night 

Western Caribbean Cruise 
aboard Royal Caribbean’s 
Grandeur of the Seas

Who: 	 FGCU alumni and friends

Where:  �Departs Fort Lauderdale 
with stops in George Town, 
Grand Cayman and Cozumel, 
Mexico

When:  	 June 28-July 3, 2010

Info:	 �Office of Alumni Relations, 
(239) 590-1087 or  
alumnirelations@fgcu.edu



36    Fall 2009

Alumni

Fall 2009    37

R e gist    e r  o nlin    e  at   www   . fgcu    . e du  / A lumni   
For details, contact Kim Williams, coordinator of alumni programming, at alumnirelations@fgcu.edu or (239) 590-1087.

Entries to Professional Briefs are compiled 
from the PERFORMANCE E-newsletter 
of professional accomplishments. FGCU 
faculty and staff are encouraged to submit 
their outstanding accomplishments at 
www.fgcu.edu/CRM/form1.asp

Vol. 7, Issues 9-11

Awards or 
Recognitions
Bob Diotalevi, J.D., College of 
Professional Studies, Justice Studies, profile 
story, “The Insider,” Washington School of 
Law, April 3.

Michael Gulnac, Tony Rodriguez, 
Tim Kenney, Richard Chin Quee, 
Sheri Coleman, WGCU-TV, Telly Award, 
bronze, “Untold Stories: Immokalee II,” 
Telly Awards, July 1.

Bradley Hobbs, 
Ph.D., College 
of Business, 
Marketing and 
Economics, 
Research Advisory 
Council, James 
Madison Institute, 
May 27.

Mike Kiniry, WGCU-FM, best newscast 
award, second place, Public Radio News 
Directors Inc., June 11.

Mike Kiniry, Luis Hernandez, 
WGCU-FM, call-in radio program, second 
place, “Gulf Coast Live! The State of 
Citrus,” Public Radio News Directors Inc., 
June 11.

Liz Layton, Career Development 
Services, completed Greater Fort Myers 
Leadership Program, Fort Myers Chamber 
of Commerce, June 18.

Barbara Linstrom, Shawn Holiday, 
Kristy Vaughn, Janina Birtolo, 
Tim Kenney, Mike Gulnac, Tony 
Rodriguez, Brian Price, WGCU-TV, 
Telly Award, bronze, “Connect! Feeding 
the Hungry,” Telly Awards, July 1.

Kelly G. McCarthy, M.A., Community 
Relations and Marketing, award of merit, 
photograph “Dunnellon 2,” National Art 
Encounter Juried Exhibition, The von Liebig 
Art Center, Naples, May 15.

Book 
Publication
John Cox, B.A., 
Social and Behavioral 
Sciences, “Circles of 
Resistance: Jewish, 
Leftist, and Youth 
Dissidence in Nazi 

Germany,” Peter Lang Publishing, Inc., 
New York, NY, pp. 214. 

Grant awards
Walter Rodriguez, Ph.D., College 
of Business, Computer Information 
Systems and Decision Sciences, $19,500, 
Southwest Florida Workforce Development 
Board, Inc., Workforce Investment Act 
Training Program, April 16-June 30.

Professional 
Presentations
John Cox, B.A., College of Arts and 
Sciences, Social and Behavioral Sciences, 
“Did They Fight Back? Jewish Resistance, 
Resilience, and Survival Strategies during 
the Holocaust” and “The Legacy of the 
Holocaust for Today,” eighth annual Martin 
and Doris Rosen Summer Symposium: 
Remembering the Holocaust: A Summer 
Symposium for Educators and the 
Community, Center for Judaic, Holocaust, 
and Peace Studies, Boone, NC, July 23-24.

Jeanie Darnell, D.M.A., College of Arts 
& Sciences, Bower School of Music, “Boys 
to Men: Training the Male Adolescent 
Voice,” International Congress of Voice 
Teachers and National Association of 
Teachers of Singing, Paris, France, July 
15-19.

Duane Dobbert, Ph.D., Justice Studies, 
“Halting Sexual Predators Using School 
Bus Surveillance Technology,” National 
Webinar, Student Transportation News, 
Torrance, CA, June 24; “School Bus 
Drivers: The First Line of Defense Against 
Sexual Predators,” annual conference of 
Texas Association of Pupil Transportation, 
Austin, TX, June 12-17.

Marian Dolan, D.M.A., College of Arts 
and Sciences, Bower School of Music, 
“Cross-Cultural Choral Coaching with 
Siyacula Youth Choir,” Voices of South 
Africa, International Federation for Choral 
Music, Stellenbosch, South Africa, March 
31-April 4.

Shawn Felton, Tim Desmarteau, 
College of Health Professions, Physical 
Therapy & Human Performance, 
“Hyperextended Knee in a Collegiate 
Football Quarterback,” NATA Annual 
Meeting and Clinical Symposium, San 
Antonio, TX, June 18.

Shelby Gilbert, Ed.D., College of 
Education Dean’s Office, participant, 
AERA Institute on Statistical Analysis for 
Education Policy, American Educational 
Research Association, Washington, May 
28-30; “Teacher Education, Accreditation 
and Academic Freedom,” American 
Association of University Professors’ 
Conference on Globalization, Shared 

Governance, and Academic Freedom, 
Washington, June 11-13.

Peg Gray-
Vickrey, 
Curriculum and 
Instruction, 
“Assessing the 
Older Adult” 
(concurrent ses-
sion), Nursing 
2009 Symposium, 
Orlando, May 8.

Harvey Heckes, M.S.W., College 
of Professional Studies, Social Work, 
“Dimensions of Role Playing,” 2009 
Annual Social Work Conference, NASW 
Florida Chapter, Orlando, June 2.

Lewis Johnson, M.S. Industrial 
Health, Environmental Health and 
Safety, “Measurement of Lighting Levels 
in a Public University” and “Benefits 
of Remaining a Conditionally Exempt 
Small Quantity Generator,” 56th annual 
conference, Campus Safety, Health and 
Environmental Management, New Orleans, 
LA, July 11-15.

Reid Lennertz, M.B.A., Career 
Development Services, “Helping Others 
Cope with Job Loss,” Emerging Leaders 
Program, Greater Fort Myers Chamber of 
Commerce, Fort Myers, April 29.

Russell Sabella, Ph.D., College of 
Education Dean’s Office, “Guarding Kids 
Against High-Tech Trouble,” American 
School Counselor Association, Dallas, TX, 
June 29.

Russell Sabella, Madelyn Isaacs, 
Ph.D., College of Education Dean’s Office, 
“Using Technologies to Reach and Teach 
Stakeholders,” American School Counselor 
Association, Dallas, TX, June 30.

Pamella Seay, J.D., L.L.M., College 
of Professional Studies, Justice Studies, 
“The Evolution of Ethics in a Changing 
World,” seventh International Conference 
on New Directions in the Humanities, 
Common Ground (Australia), Beijing, 
China, June 2-5.

Pamella Seay, J.D., L.L.M., College 
of Professional Studies, Justice Studies, 
with Mell Bolen, BCA Study Abroad, 
and Riall Nolan, Purdue University, 
“Applying Cross-Cultural Training: Real 
World Ethical Issues,” Fostering Global 
Engagement Through International 
Education, NAFSA International 
Association of Educators, Los Angeles, CA, 
May 24-29.

Dean Stansel, Ph.D., College of 
Business, Marketing and Economics, 
“Interjurisdictional Competition and 
Economic Growth in U.S. Metropolitan 
Areas,” 34th international confer-

ence, Association of Private Enterprise 
Education, Guatemala City, Guatemala, 
April 5-7.

Dean Stansel and Brad Hobbs, 
Ph.D., College of Business, Marketing and 
Economics, and Stephan Gohmann, 
Ph.D., University of Louisville, “An 
Economic Freedom Index for U.S. 
Metropolitan Areas,” 34th International 
Conference, Association of Private 
Enterprise Education, Guatemala City, 
Guatemala, April 5-7.

Amy Tardif, WGCU-FM, presented the 
annual Leo C. Lee Award to Doug Mitchell 
for encouraging young people of color to 
work in public radio, Public Radio News 
Directors Inc. Annual Conference, WGCU 
Public Media, Portland, OR, June 10-12.

Hulya Julie Yazici, Ph.D., College of 
Business, Computer Information Systems 
and Decision Sciences, “Does project 
maturity matter for organizational suc-
cess?” Industrial Engineering Research 
Conference, IIE, Miami, May 30-June 2.

Publications
Michelle Angeletti, M.S.W., Ph.D., 
College of Health Professions, Health 
Sciences, “Breastfeeding Mothers 
Returning to Work: Possibilities for 
Information, Anticipatory Guidance 
and Support from U.S. Health Care 
Professionals,” Journal of Human 
Lactation, Vol. 25 Issue 2, pp. 226-232.

Rebecca Austin, Ph.D., College of 
Arts and Sciences, Marine and Ecological 
Sciences, “Stephanie Mills,” Modern 
American Environmentalists, George 
Cevasco, Richard Harmond, Eds., Johns 
Hopkins University Press, pp. 320-325.

John Cox, B.A., Social and Behavioral 
Sciences, book review of Ben Kiernan, 
“Blood and Soil: A World History of 
Genocide and Extermination from Sparta 
to Darfur,” H-German Discussion Network.

Bob Diotalevi, 
J.D., College 
of Professional 
Studies, Justice 
Studies, “Consider 
Group Work,” The 
Paralegal Educator, 
The American 
Association 
for Paralegal 
Education, quarterly, 
pp. 29-31.

Marian Dolan, D.M.A. College of Arts 
and Sciences, Bower School of Music, and 
Dr. Kay Keels, “i vs. wii / I vs. We: The 
Individual, The Community and The 21st 
Century,” Bridges, Vol. 3 Issue 2009,  
pp. 7-28.

Professional Briefs

Bradley Hobbs

Peg Gray-Vickrey

Bob Diotalevi

Grad Fair
10 a.m. - 3 p.m., Bookstore, FGCU main campus
FGCU’s official one-stop source for graduation information, 
services and products. We promise “no hassle for a tassel” 
to graduating seniors. Seniors can take care of their 
graduation planning and get everything they need to 
become an FGCU alum! 

O c t o b e r  2 1  a n d  2 2 J a n u a r y  2 2 

Eaglepalooza
6 p.m. FGCU main campus
Visit the FGCU Alumni Association tent during this popular annual festival 
featuring a host of games, activities and live music. Alumni tickets for the 
main event may be purchased at a discount through the Office of Alumni 
Relations. Tickets are limited. Membership ID required.

No  v e m b e r  2 0

Fall Commencement
9 a.m. Alico Arena, FGCU main campus
Lindsey Touchette, director of Alumni Relations, and Jim Robinson,  
president of the Alumni Association Board of Directors, will induct  
graduates into the association during the Commencement ceremony. 

D e c e m b e r  1 2

Eagle Escapes – Cruise to the Caribbean 
Embark on a 5-night western Caribbean cruise on Royal Caribbean  
with fellow FGCU alumni and friends. Set sail from Fort Lauderdale to  
George Town, Grand Cayman and Cozumel, Mexico. There are boundless 
activities onboard and onshore. Book now, or learn more by contacting  
the Office of Alumni Relations at (239) 590-1087 or by visiting  
www.preferrednaples.com/FGCUAA 

J u n e  2 8  –  J u l y  3

All Alumni Reunion
Times vary, Alico Arena, FGCU main campus
All alumni are invited to return to campus to celebrate the reunions of 
classes 2000 and 2005. Festivities include an FGCU alumni  
basketball game and an 
Eagle FANatics Spirit 
Celebration. There will 
be food, beverages 
and photos with 
Azul the mascot, 
appearances by FGCU 
President Wilson G. 
Bradshaw and men’s 
basketball coach Dave Balza, 
FGCU souvenirs and a silent auction. 
Wear your Eagle gear and help fill the 
arena for the men’s basketball game 
against Kennesaw State University. 

John Cox



Foundation 
board member 
Brad Clark loses 
cancer battle
By Linda Lehtomaa

Florida Gulf Coast University lost 
a true friend and passionate supporter 
July 25, when Bradley “Brad” Clark died 
after a two-year battle with cancer. He 
was 52. 

Clark joined the FGCU Founda-
tion in 2001, and quickly established 
what will become his lasting legacy 
at the University: the “World War 
II Symposium: Courage in the First 
Person.” As an avid student of history, 
Clark believed that World War II 
veterans needed a venue in which to 
share their stories and reminisce with 
other veterans. He felt it was important 
that everyone understand what they had 
sacrificed for their country. 

The symposium became a well-
attended event in the Student Union 
on the FGCU campus. Each year, more 
than 300 veterans and their families, 
as well as students and community 

members gathered to listen and to  
learn first-hand from members of  
“The Greatest Generation.” 

“This tribute to those who have 
served their country in wartime will 
continue at the University and will 
be dedicated to the memory of Brad 
Clark,” says FGCU President Wilson 
G. Bradshaw. “I am deeply honored to 
have known him.”

Clark leaves behind his devoted 
wife, Karen; his two daughters, Rachel 
and Rebecca; and his father, Bob. 
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Professional Briefs

Marian Dolan, D.M.A., College 
of Arts and Sciences, Bower School 
of Music, and Veljo Tormis (EST), 
Jaakko Mäntyjärvi (FIN), Trio 
Mediaeval (NOR), Alice Parker 
(USA), Christopher Marshall (NZ), 
Volker Hempfling (GER), “Folk Music 
and Cultural Identity,” International Choral 
Bulletin, quarterly, pp. 7-21.

Michael 
Fauerbach, Ph.D., 
and Scott Marks, 
’09, College of Arts 
and Sciences, Marine 
and Ecological 
Sciences, “Lightcurve 
Analysis of 566 
Stereoskopia and 
823 Sisigambis,” 

Minor Planet Bulletin, quarterly, pp. 96-97.

Nicola Foote, Ph.D., College of Arts 
and Sciences, Social and Behavioral 
Sciences, “Mapping the Foundations 
of a Modern Social Movement,” A 
Contracorriente: A Journal of Social History 
and Literature in Latin America, quarterly, 
pp. 337-347.

Lakshmi Gogate, Ph.D., College of 
Arts and Sciences, Social and Behavioral 
Sciences, Christopher G. Prince, 
Ph.D., University of Minnesota, and  
Dalit J. Matatyaho, Ph.D., City 
University of New York, “Two-month-old 
infants’ sensitivity to changes in  
syllable-object pairings: The role of  
temporal synchrony,” Journal of 
Experimental Psychology: Human 

Perception and Performance, quarterly,  
pp. 508-519.

Douglas Harrison, Ph.D., College 
of Arts and Sciences, Language and 
Literature, “Southern Gospel Sissies: 
Evangelical Music, Queer Spirituality, and 
the Plays of Del Shores,” The Journal of 
Men, Masculinities, and Spirituality, Vol. 3 
Issue 2, pp. 123-141.

Johnny McGaha, Ph.D., and 
Amanda Evans, Ed.D., M.S.W., 
College of Professional Studies, Justice 
Studies, “Where Are the Victims? The 
Credibility Gap in Human Trafficking 
Research,” Intercultural Human Rights  
Law Review, Vol.4, Issue 2008 - 2009,  
pp. 239-266.

Anne Nolan, Carol 
Lawrence, Ph.D., 
College of Health 
Professions, Nursing, “A 
pilot study of a nursing 
intervention protocol 
to minimize maternal-
infant separation 
after Cesarean birth,” 
Journal of Obstetric, 
Gynecologic, & Neonatal Nursing, Vol. 38 
Issue (4), pp. 430-442.

Hulya Julie Yazici, Ph.D., College 
of Business, Computer Information 
Systems and Decision Sciences, Project 
Management Journal, The Role of  
Project Management Maturity and 
Organizational Culture in Perceived 
Performance, quarterly, pp. 1-20.

Professor examines development  
of deviance

Duane Dobbert spends 
his days exploring the damaged 
psyches of sexual deviates and 
psychopaths.

A professor of criminal 
forensic studies at Florida Gulf 
Coast University, he’s devoted 
years to studying sexual 
predators who target children, 
figuring out how they think 
and act.

In the past three years, 
he’s trained bus drivers in 5,000 
school districts nationwide to 
spot sexual predators in hopes of catching them before they abduct, 
molest and possibly murder another child. 

Now he’s focusing on serial murderers, the life experiences and 
sexual predilections that drive them to commit such heinous acts.

His new book, “Psychopathy, Perversion, and Lust Homicide: 
Recognizing the Mental Disorders That Power Serial Killers” (Praeger), 
defines the terms lust homicide (sexually motivated murder), psychopathy 
(antisocial personality disorder) and paraphilias (sexual disorders such as 
fetishism and pedophilia). Then he sets out to determine what combina-
tion of conditions applies to the actions of individual serial killers in an 
effort to understand what made them such monsters. 

Through 224 pages, Dobbert lays out the social and psychological 
histories of well-known murderers such as Henry Lee Lucas, John Wayne 
Gacy, Ted Bundy and Jeffrey Dahmer. What becomes clear quickly is that 
their early years were filled with dysfunctional families and trauma and 
that many early warning signs were ignored, mishandled or minimized by 
law enforcement, educators and medical experts.

Henry Lee Lucas, for example, was born to a prostitute and an alco-
holic father who lost his legs in a train accident. His mother forced him to 
watch her perform sex acts on clients, beat him severely and dressed him 
like a girl. By age 10, Lucas was exhibiting signs of conduct disorder and 
was an alcoholic. At 13, he was obsessed with sex. He went on to kill his 

mother then many others, confessing to 600 murders, although no one is 
sure of the exact number.

By grouping the case studies in a single book, Dobbert hopes to 
“demonstrate the precursor behaviors so that we can identify people 
early.” Perhaps parents will recognize the abusive behavior of a 
daughter’s boyfriend or a teacher will see signs of trouble in a student. 
Recognizing such signs early might allow for treatment and possibly 
prevent future crimes.

Dobbert says, “It was an interesting book to write. No one’s done 
that to the best of my knowledge.”

What he’s most proud of is that 15 FGCU students assisted in the 
research.

“I had the students do case studies, look at how each child was 
raised,” he says. “Then we examined what kind of variables precipitated 
their personality disorders and sexual disorders,” the combination of 
which he believes fuels such 
actions.

This semester, students in 
his forensic behavioral analysis 
class will each pick a serial 
killer to research and analyze 
with an eye toward publishing 
another book. This time 
Dobbert anticipates that each 
student’s name will appear 
on his or her case study.

The result will be a 
growing body of research 
into what creates a serial 
killer. But it will benefit 
students in a more 
personal way, too.

“They’ll graduate 
not just with good 
degrees, but will be 
published authors,” 
Dobbert says. “That’s 
a great legacy to 
leave.”

Duane Dobbert

Anne Nolan

President’s Celebration 2010
Saturday, March 27, 2010

6:30 PM
The Ritz-Carlton, Naples

SAVE THE DATE!

Michael Fauerbach

Brad Clark

FGCU wins kudos for 
civic engagement

Florida Gulf Coast University won 
an honorable mention in the Washington 
Center for Internships and Academic 
Seminars’ Higher Education Civic 
Engagement Awards. 

This was the first time the center has 
recognized universities and colleges for 
their efforts to instill a spirit of giving 
and democratic values in the next genera-
tion of leaders. Of the 67 institutions 
nominated, there were five award winners 
and five honorable mentions. 

According to center President 
Michael B. Smith, “Because of the 
extraordinary strength of its achieve-
ments in civic engagement, we are giving 
Florida Gulf Coast University honorable 
mention.”

 The Washington Center is a 
nonprofit organization that serves 
hundreds of colleges and universities in 
the United States and other countries by 
providing selected students challenging 
opportunities to work and learn in 
Washington, D.C., for academic credit.
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FGCU Office of
Continuing
Education

8695 College Parkway
Suite 1181
Ft Myers, FL 33919
239-425-3270

JGuerra@fgcu.edu
(Email contact)

www.fgcu.edu/ced
(CE homepage)

www.fgcu.edu/ole
(Online Education
homepage)

Funding for Employee
Technical Skill Training
may be available through
Workforce Development.  
Call for more information.

ONLINE EDUCATION

Florida Gulf Coast University’s Office of Continuing Education  
has partnered with several leading online curriculum providers to 
offer hundreds of instructor-facilitated and self-study professional 
development and training courses for business owners and  
employees wishing to improve their professional skill sets.

FGCU Adult Continuing 
Education Online Courses

Career Training Certificate Programs
www.gatlineducation.com/fgcu
•  In-depth, instructor-guided, career training certificate 

programs designed to help you achieve professional 
caliber positions for many occupations.

•  Courses range from 12 to 580 hours and cost between $595 and $5,595.
•  Course categories include Skilled Trades & Industrial, Business & Profes-

sional, Healthcare & Fitness, Hospitality, Information Technology & Software 
Development, and Media & Design.

Instructor-Facilitated Prof. Training
www.ed2go.com/fgcu
•  Six-week professional development and training 

courses, many starting at $99.
•  Topics include Sales, Marketing & Accounting; Health Care, Nutrition, & Fit-

ness; Law; Business Administration; Database Programming; Graphic & Web 
Design; PC Troubleshooting, Networking, & Security; Health Care; Child Care 
& Parenting; Courses for Teaching Professionals.

Self-Study Short Courses & CEU’s
www.fgcu.theelearningcenter.com
•  The eLearning Center offers a comprehensive col-

lection of online, self-study, open enrollment courses 
starting at just $15. CEU’s for licensure maintenance may be earned through 
a wide variety of professional and industry-specific courses.

•  Course categories include business, composition and design, education, 
engineering, environmental, finance, healthcare, industrial skills, insurance, 
languages, legal, electronics, real estate, service and hospitality, skilled 
trades, public service, and more.

Regulatory, Pre-Licensing & Court
www.fgcu.amersc.com
•  Courses include Florida Online Traffic School, First 

Time Driver (D.A.T.A.) Program, Advanced Driver 
Improvement Program, Driving Records Check, Judge 
Ordered 8-Hour Driving Program, Mature Driver Course, Florida Boating 
Course, New York & New Jersey Defensive Driving Course, Notary Courses, 
Florida Incorporation Service, Florida Insurance Pre-license 2-15 Course, 
Parent Education & Family Stabilization Course, and OSHA 510 & 511 
Courses. 

Shot
Parting

A new slant
FGCU junior Lauren Bennett found art in a structure most people see but  

never notice: an FGCU parking garage. The art major had just finished shooting 
sunset photos from the top of the garage and was heading down the stairs when the 
building’s lights switched on. “I really enjoyed the geometric shapes and the way the 
lights were glowing against the dark blue sky so I snapped this photo,” she says.

Parting Shot is a forum for photos and prose that present a unique, personal perspective.  
Submit material for consideration to Pinnacle Editor Karen Feldman at kfeldman@fgcu.edu or call (239) 590-7093. 
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