


To register, tear off 
postage pad card 
below, complete and 
mail to The Bower 
School of Music at 
Florida Gulf Coast 
University.

The Bower School of Music is proud to provide this 
Summit as a service to Southwest Florida.

The Bower School of Music at FGCU was established in the Fall 
of 2006 with 29 music majors. As of Spring, 2008, it includes over 
40 freshmen and sophomore majors studying piano, voice, wind, 
string, and percussion instruments.

FGCU received a $2.5 million gift from Alan and Marilyn Korest 
to establish the Bower School of Music in memory of Edwin H. 
Bower. 

The Major in Music
Florida Gulf Coast University offers Bachelor of Arts degrees in 
Music. Two concentrations provide an excellent academic foun-
dation in music theory, musicianship, music literature and music 
history as well as appropriate performing areas. In each con-
centration, students may focus on vocal, piano, or instrumental 
(winds, percussion and strings) study. For more information, go to 
www.fgcu.edu/cas/bsm.

Solutions for Music Education 
in Southwest Florida

May 9-10, 2008
Academic 5, Room 112, 

Main Campus
 Florida Gulf Coast University
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Keynote Speaker 

Marcia M. Neel 

A veteran of 36 years in public school mu-
sic education, Marcia Neel has directed 
successful secondary music programs in 
Connecticut, Ohio, Massachusetts, and Ne-
vada. She served as the Supervisor of the 

Secondary Music Education Program of the Clark County School 
District (CCSD), headquartered in Las Vegas, Nevada, from 1994 
through 2007 and during the course of those years, Marcia led 
the Secondary Music Education Program to a total class count of 
over 50,000 in 56 middle and 38 high school music programs and 
over 100,000 in Secondary Fine and Performing Arts overall. In 
conjunction with the National Association of School Boards, VH1 
and NAMM awarded the National Distinguished Service to Music 
Education Award to the CCSD Board of School Trustees in 2007. 
The district employs over 500 elementary and secondary music 
educators. 

Well-known for her commitment to program expansion and inno-
vation, Marcia is known for her creative approaches to curriculum 
design and implementation. One of those programs for which the 
CCSD is most well known is the Secondary Mariachi Program 
which was instituted in 2002 and is now staffed by 15 full-time, 
licensed Mariachi educators. She takes great pride in knowing 
that all of the students in each of the district’s secondary schools 
are provided with an equal opportunity to study music. She is the 
author of ¡Simplemente Mariachi! an instrumental methods series 
for mariachi students and educators. She has also co-authored 
and edited a number of publications for MENC, the National As-
sociation for Music Education and NAMM, the International Music 
Products Association. 

Elected to numerous leadership positions, Marcia has served as 
Western Division President of MENC; President of the Nevada Mu-
sic Educators Association (two separate terms); and President of 
the Nevada Choral Directors Association. She was appointed by 
Nevada’s Governor to sit on the Goals 2000 Panel and in the ca-
pacity, co-chaired the team responsible for the writing of Nevada’s 
Content Standards in Arts Education. In 1993, The Disney Chan-
nel selected Marcia as their National Performing Arts Teacher of 
the Year and in 2007, she was awarded the Maytan Award for her 
service to Music Education in Nevada.
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Clerk for the Clark County, Nevada 
School District 
Mary Beth Scow was elected to the board in 1996 
and has served as president, vice president and 
clerk of the board. She graduated cum laude from 
Brigham Young University with a bachelor’s degree 

in community health education. She has served on several CCSD com-
mittees and zoning task forces, is a former president of the Sunset Area 
Council of PTA, has been a political consultant and currently serves on 
the local Boy Scouts Board of Directors.

James T. Perry 
James T. Perry is the chief executive offi cer for the 
Florida Music Educators’ Association, the Florida 
School Music Association, and serves as the board 
consultant to the Florida Art Education Association. 
Under his leadership these associations have co-
alesced into an alliance known as “The Center for 
Fine Arts Education” which works for the advance-

ment of Fine Arts education in Florida. He also serves on the board 
of directors for the Florida Cultural Alliance and as chair of the Task 
Force on Government Relations for MENC: The National Association 
for Music Education. 

Linda Lovins 
Dr. Linda Lovins is the Arts Education Program Spe-
cialist for the Florida Department of Education. A 
veteran K-20 music educator, Dr. Lovins held various 
leadership positions in New York State prior to moving 
to Tallahassee in 1998. As Program Director for the 
Florida Alliance for Arts Education, Dr. Lovins led ad-
vocacy efforts and development of curricular materi-

als and programs. In her current position she works extensively on many 
fronts with state and national arts education associations and agencies.

Southwest Florida Facilitators

Brian Castellani, Principal, 
Seagate Elementary School, Naples

George Kenney, Principal, 
North Port High School, North Port

Linda Mann, Teaching Professional, 
Diplomat Middle School, Cape Coral

Linda Nash, Teaching Professional, 
Skyline Elementary School, Cape Coral

Angela Roles, Principal, 
Diplomat Middle School, Cape Coral

Todd Peterson, Teaching Professional, 
Barron Collier High School, Naples
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