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Words from Director Peter Blaze Corcoran
On his South Pacific Sabbatical

Imagine standing before the heads of the theological schools of the South Pacific, look-

ing from your podium out over the vast Astrolabe Lagoon delivering the devotion, fol-

| owed by an address entitled ATo til/l and to Kke
Educati ono.

Imagine a University culture where indigenous knowledge serves as the bedrock of sus-
tainable development and of education for sustainable development.

Imagine being given the opportunity to help write and present an action plan for educa-
tion for sustainable development to the Ministers of Education of the Pacific Island Na-
tions, including Australia and New Zealand.

Imagine waking up each day overlooking the classrooms and laboratories of the Faculty
of Islands and Oceans and out to Suva Bay.

Such has been the daily stuff of my South Pacific Dreams. | am enormously privileged
to be here at the Pacific Centre for Environment and Sustainable Development, where |
hold the rank of Visiting Research Professor. The University of the South Pacific is the
premier provider of tertiary education in the Pacific region and an international center
of excellence in teaching and research on all aspects of Pacific life. Itis a vibrant and
culturally diverse community of staff and students from its twelve member countries:
Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Niue, Samoa, Solomon Islands,
Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu.

Suva is a lively, even zany, crossroads of the South Pacific. There is always a celebra-
tion on in Suva. | have also found lots of time to travel a few hours down the road to
my home village of Tagage. There | have spent many happy days with my Fijian fam-
ily and friends and working on my lorgganding community projects with the Chief.
Indeed, my most important experiences have been those which have drawn me to the
beloved lands and cultural traditions of Fiji. The power of an intact culture is what has
drawn me to Fiji for the last nineteen years.

| have seen many changes resulting from the impact of climate change and the struggle
to adapt to rising seas. The import of Ameris#tiyle consumer marketing and con-
sumption values has caused great change. While collecting chapters for a future book
on young people, education, and sustainable development, | am learning a great deal
from the vigorous critique of American lifestyles, development models, and govern-
ment policies.

It is a difficult time in Fiji. We are struggling with the latest of several military coup

débetats and are living under a regime of milite
life under the coup is the impact of international sanctions. These are welcome by

many, but hurt the economy and, therefore, the poor.

It has been a time of wonder and a time of deep reflection on the past and future of
Oceania. | express my abounding gratitude to the College of Arts and Sciences and my
friends and associates at the Center for Environmental and Sustainability Education for
making this sabbatical possible.

I 61 | close with the poignant and nostalgic worc
As the roses will miss the sun at dawning,

Every moment my heart for you is yearning.

Isa Lei, The purple shadows falling.

Sad tomorrow will dawn upon my sorrow,

O! Forget not, when youbre far away,

Precious moments beside dear Suva Bay

Vinaka Vakalevu, Thank you.

On October 11, 2007, the Center for Environmental and Sustainability Educa-
tion invited all students, faculty, and Southwest Florida community members to
its third-annual Terry Tempest Williams Student Dialogud~ond Systems and
Climate Changeat Florida Gulf Coast University

FGCU I nterim President Richard Pegnetter 6s d
Coll ege & University Presidentodés Climate Com
goals toward climate neutrality at FGCU. It was our goal to offer students a

practical, ethicdbased perspective on the issue of climate change by exploring

the importance of individual food choices. In addition, panelists and audience

participants discussed ways in which FGCU can source local, organic and fairly

-traded food into its dining halls in order to reduce climate impact of University

operations.

SAVE THE DATE
7TKH &HQWHU(TTV
Annual Fundraising Reception

Thursday, March 13, 2008

at the home of
Peter and Mallory Haffenreffer

UPDATE: Young People, Education, an
o\ Sustainable /o

The editors have recently invited new contributors to the project with the help of
Joseph Weakland, Editorial Assistant. These new voices will ensure the book pre-
sents a global picture of education projects by and for young people working to-
ward the dream of sustainability.

We are pleased to acknowledge that we have received generous funding for the

book project,young People, Education, and Sustainable Development: Exploring

Principles, Perspectives, and Praxihis support has been organized by Roel

van Raaij, a member of our Editorial Advisory Group, through the Dutch Na-

tional program ALearning for Sustainabl e Deve

—

We welcome you to visit us aswww.fgcu.edu/cese
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Questions, comments, or suggestions?
We would like to hear from you. Please write:

CESE@fgcu.edu
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