
...working toward realizing a sustainable and peaceful 

future through scholarship, education, and action... 

The Center Quarterly  

Fall 2006 

the Center for Environmental and Sustainability Education  

 On September 26, 2006, Center Board of Advisors member Rick Clugston illustrates the      

various complexities of our industrialized food system.   

Terry Tempest Williams Student Dialogue:  

Food, Ethics, and Sustainability  

 

2007 Rachel Carson Distinguished Lecture 
Eyes to See Otherwise: the World of Homero Aridjis 
Ojos de otro mirar: el mundo de Homero Aridjis 

The Terry Tempest Williams Student Dia-

logue (TTWSD), intended to spark youth 

activism and inspire the intellectual climate 

among the FGCU and southwest Florida 

communities, fosters an open space for dia-

logue and student ownership of that dia-

logue. 
 

Building on the inaugural (October, 2005) 

�G�L�D�O�R�J�X�H�¶�V���W�R�S�L�F���R�I���V�R�F�L�D�O���M�X�V�W�L�F�H���D�Q�G���K�X�P�D�Q��
rights in the migrant farming community of 

�,�P�P�R�N�D�O�H�H�����W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�¶�V���S�D�Q�H�O���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q���I�R��
cused on Food, Ethics, and Sustainability - 

subjects which have become key foci for the 

Center this semester.  

Panelists (shown above, right to left) in-

cluded Rick Clugston, Center Board mem-

ber and Vice President for Higher Education 

of the Humane Society of the United States; 

Eva Worden of Worden Farm in Punta 

Gorda; Tim Galarneau, youth advisor to the 

California Student Sustainability Coalition; 

and Gerardo Reyes Chavez and his 
translator from the Coalition of Immoka-

lee Workers. Center graduate assistant Jes-

sica Solimano gracefully moderated the dis-

cussion while Center Board member Oannes 

Arthur Pritzker offered meaningful and 

beautiful closing remarks. 

the Earth Charter Meal 

The Earth Charter Meal is a new and substantive experience! 

This one, hosted by the Center on September 22, 2007 at Florida 

Gulf Coast University, was the first of its kind on campus! 

 

As a set of values and principles for building a just, sustainable, 

and peaceful society the Earth Charter can be used to guide what 

we eat. The Earth Charter Meal is a living example of this chal-

�O�H�Q�J�H�����7�K�H���I�R�R�G���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G�����Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���K�H�O�S���R�I���)�*�&�8�¶�V���Q�H�Z���I�R�R�G��
service Aramark, was humanely-produce and ecologically-

sound.  Portion size was also considered in order to limit waste.  

 

The Earth Charter Meal was also intended to bring together stu-

dent leaders of various organizations in order to establish student 

liaisons to the Center and build strategic partnerships.  These or-

ganizations included: Power of One Animal Rights Group, Am-

nesty International, the Learning Academy, the Marine Club, 

The Environmental Association, the Environmental Association, 

FGCU Jaycees, Students Against Hunger and Homelessness, 

Race of Women, Eagle News, the Office of Civic Engagement 

and the Department of Housing and Residential Life.  

 

After the meal, Tim Garlarneau, led a World Café activity in 

which three discussion questions were considered by rotating 

breakout groups.  These questions included:  

Close your eyes and envision FGCU 20 years from now.  If 

the food system at FGCU was completely sustainable what 

would that look like? What components would be in-

volved?  Please describe one or more components that you 

envision as being necessary with your neighbors. 

How would FGCU begin to establish such a sustainable food 

system?  What next steps are necessary?  

How might you be involved in helping to shape a sustainable 

food system at FGCU? How might you be involved in help-

ing to shape a sustainable food system at FGCU?  

Board Member, Rick Clugston (right) and  
sustainable foods consultant, Tim Galarneau (left) 
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tems, the Center invited Tim Galarneau to consult on matters includ-

ing food procurement at FGCU, educational programs, organizational 

ideas, student outreach, and building partnerships among various 

stakeholders on campus. Tim is a youth advisor to the California Stu-

dent Sustainability Coalition and one of the experts of his generation 

on food issues. In order to continue this work, the Center has estab-

lished an ongoing relationship with Tim. 

 

Center board member, Rick Clugston, came to FGCU to guide and 

assist the Center in fulfilling the memorandum of understanding be-

tween the Center for Respect of Life and Environment and the Center 

for Environmental and Sustainability Education.   

 

Truly, their contributions over the past several weeks has been invalu-

able. 

Removal from newsletter  

New Center Position 

Joe Shepard, Vice President 

for Administrative Services, 

has generously agreed to 

fund a student intern to coor-

dinate with the Center and 

Aramark. The position will 

provide a tuition waiver and 

part-time salary.  The Center 

is working with the Vice   

�3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���R�I�I�L�F�H���W�R���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S��
this position by the start of 

the Spring semester.  Should 

you be interested, please 

contact Dr. Corcoran 

(below). 

Leading Latin American writer and 

environmentalist Homero Aridjis 

will speak at Florida Gulf Coast Uni-

versity and in Fort Myers.  The 

FGCU lecture will be held in the 

Theater Lab on Friday, February 23, 

2007 at 1:30 p.m.  The Fort Myers 

lecture will be at the Thomas A. Edi-

son Congregational Church on Fri-

day 23, 2007 at 7:30 p.m. If you 

have not received a save-the-date 

card by U.S. mail,  please send us 

your postal address here. 

Aridjis has published over thirty-six 

books of poetry and prose and has 

received numerous awards, both in 

his native Mexico and abroad, for 

his literary and environmental 

achievements.  

Annual Fundraising Celebration 

�7�K�H���&�H�Q�W�H�U�¶�V���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���I�X�Q�G��
raising celebration will be 

held on Saturday, February 

24, 2007, 5:00-8:00 p.m. at 

the Sanibel home of Mallory 

and Peter Haffenreffer. 

Please plan to join us!  

Contacts: 

Peter Blaze Corcoran (Director) 

College of Arts & Sciences  

Florida Gulf Coast University  

10501 FGCU Boulevard South  

Fort Myers, Florida  33965-6565  

Telephone:  (239) 590-7166  

Facsimile:   (239) 590-7200  

Email:  pcorcora@fgcu.edu 

Whitaker Hall- 216 

Comments or suggestions about our newsletter?  We 

would like to hear from you. Please write:  

GjBailey@eagle.fgcu.edu 


