Florida Gulf Coast University

Creative Course Design in General Education

Faculty Grant Proposal

Grant Applicants:  Dr. Anne-Marie Bouché, Associate Professor of Art History
Patricia J. Fay, Associate Professor of Art

Grant Award Requested: $2500.00 *see discussion of course status below

Proposed Course:  ARH 2500 - Survey of Non-Western Art - 3 credit(s)
Introductory survey of styles and traditions in art from African, Asian,
Oceanic, and Native American cultures. Emphasis is placed on learning art
historical terms and methods, and on placing works within their historical
and cultural contexts.

General Education Subject Area: Humanities

General Education Competencies: Competency 3 - Written Communication
Competency 4 - Critical Thinking

Creative/Innovative Course Design Features: team teaching, interdisciplinary approach,
comparative analysis of western vs. non-western perspectives, hands-on studio projects

Introduction

ARH 2500 has a singular status within the FGCU Art Program and the General Education
Program. While the course has been approved for both curricular platforms and clearly has the
capacity to meet institutional commitments to diverse perspectives, due to staffing limitations it
has not yet been taught. In light of the fact that we will be responsible for full curriculum
development, our request is for the $2500.00 award designated for new course proposals. The
strategies outlined below emphasize the design of an innovative curricular model for the
presentation of humanities-based course content within a framework of creative and effective
assessment.

ARH 2500 is intended to give students an overview of non-Western artistic traditions
from historical and contemporary perspectives. The introduction to the course will explore the
singular features of "Western Art", and thereby construct both oppositional and coincident
characteristics of "Non-Western Art". Three major geographical zones will provide the central
focus for the course: the arts of the Americas, the arts of the African continent, and the arts of
Asia. From within the diversity of each of these broadly defined regions, major traditions will be
selected as focal points to exemplify essential themes and issues that arise in the study of non-
Western art. We will examine how our understanding of this art - and our way of studying it -
has been influenced by such historical variables as the presence or absence of indigenous written
documentation; hierarchies of medium; the impact of European colonialism; and the
archeological, anthropological, and museological practices that have brought this work to



Western attention. Students will learn to expand their definition of what art is and what it does by
comparing contextualized works across cultures and time frames. This perspective will help
students understand how art functions in human society - to enhance communication, embody
identity, and mediate between individuals, groups and the supernatural. Through specific
analysis and application of course concepts, students will gain a broader context into which to
place the functions and meaning of the arts in our own culture.

ARH 2500 and Enhanced Student Learning in Humanities Subject Area

The study of art in cultural and critical context has the unique ability to transcend
disciplines, and to provide diverse cultural perspectives within a specific and applied framework.
This course enhances student understanding of the humanities primarily in the subject areas of
studio art and art history, but also in anthropology, sociology, history, and religion.

Course Objectives for the Humanities Subject Area
Students in ARH 2500 will:
1. Examine and compare the idea of art historical canons in both Western and Non-Western
settings
2. Develop an understanding of Non-Western art within the context of complex social,
cultural, and historical environments
3. Engage global diversity through the study of the arts of the Americas, Africa, and Asia

ARH 2500 and Enhanced Student Learning in General Education Competencies
General Education Competency 3 - Written Communication

In ARH 2500 students will be expected to develop ideas and present them in written
form. To that end they will submit a series of written assignments across the semester. They
will formulate original ideas / analyses, do research in primary and secondary sources, and
present their conclusions in clean, conventional, academic prose, using appropriate citation
format when necessary.

Course Objectives: Written Communication

e Employ the conventions of standard written English;

e Select a topic, and develop it for a specific audience and purpose, with respect for diverse
perspectives;

e Select, organize, and relate ideas and information with coherence, clarity, and unity;

e Develop research skills including the ability to collect, analyze, synthesize, and
accurately present and document information;

e Apply critical reading skills.

Assessment Plan: Written Communication

One core writing assignment will be given in each of the three geographically-focused
content areas of the course. Students will be provided with two source texts that exemplify a
Western interpretive approach, and an Indigenous experiential approach. With reference to these
differing perspectives, students will analyze an exemplary work of art from the culture being
studied. Students will be expected to pursue appropriate supplemental research to support their
analysis. A quantitative rubric tool will be developed to track student progress across the three
assignments.



