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Announcements
ORSP Website

The Office of Research and Sponsored Programs’ website, http://www.fgcu.edu/orsp, provides easy access to the forms, announcements, and other useful materials pertaining to research and sponsored programs at FGCU.  We would like to include links to websites associated with the many externally funded projects currently active.  Send the URLs to dstremke@fgcu.edu and the link will be added to ORSP’s site. 
Have You Completed Your GENIUS/SMARTS Profile in Info Ed?  

In order to process your proposals, ORSP needs a GENIUS/SMARTS investigator profile on file in our web-based database system.  To edit a Genius profile click on 

http://fgcu-mako.primary.ad.fgcu.edu/ 

· Click on “Login”;  

· Click on “Profile”;

· Proceed to edit the information contained in your profile.
For further assistance or if you any questions about these Info Ed products please contact Lucia Soria at asoria@fgcu.edu.  
Find Funding at Your Convenience

If you are a GENIUS/SMARTS investigator you can search InfoEd’s SPIN Plus from your office to find funding. Call Lucia in the ORSP office at ext.7020 to send you instructions.  You can also search the Grants.gov web site for all federal funding opportunities.  See www.grants.gov.  
ORSP Program:  Student Travel Awards

The Office of Research and Sponsored Programs supports enrolled FGCU students by providing funds on a first-come, first-serve basis so they can present their scholarly works at conferences.   ORSP staff will assist the students with the necessary paperwork, both before and after the travel. Within 30 days of travel completion, all awardees are required to submit a one-page report to ORSP describing the benefit of the award and the overall experience. Awardees will be required to participate in the ORSP Research Day event on April 20, 2007.  See the complete guidelines and application form at: http://www.fgcu.edu/orsp/internalPrograms.html 
ORSP Program:  Faculty Travel Awards
The Office of Research and Sponsored Programs provides travel awards up to $1,000 for faculty to attend technical workshops or other related activity that may lead to new funding from external sources. The travel must be for the purpose of increasing chances of obtaining a grant and a proposal must be submitted through ORSP as a result of the travel. The application package consists of the following items:  a 50-100 word abstract of the proposed project; information regarding the technical workshop or the specific purpose of the trip; and an estimated budget for travel expenses.  Complete guidelines and application are available from ORSP’s office and the web page at: 

http://www.fgcu.edu/orsp/internalPrograms.html

Grants.gov at FGCU
The Federal government will soon require all grants to be submitted through Grants.gov. ORSP has completed the credential process and is accustomed to using Grants.gov on a regular basis. For your convenience, the Grants.gov instructions are located on the marlin_share drive/Research and Sp Prog/Grants.gov.  The Grants.gov icon is shown next to this month’s Funding Announcements that require this submission process.

If you wish to apply for a grant, ORSP will send you the instruction manual and the downloaded application forms with the institutional information already entered. Please contact Beth Rieger at brieger@fgcu.edu to assist you in setting up your budget and completing your proposal/application package.  If ORSP has assisted you with creating our Internal Budget, we will enter the budget information into the sponsor’s budget form for you and provide you with a copy to assist you in preparing the budget justification.  
ORSP needs to receive your completed proposal package three business days before the submission deadline. We ensure all the required forms are attached and that your proposal is compliant with the specifications outlined in the RFP/RFA. Remember that additional forms, releases, and contracts may be required so make sure you allow enough time for these documents to be prepared.  If ORSP receives the completed proposal with less than the two business days’ lead time, we cannot guarantee that the proposal will be submitted.  
Council on Undergraduate Research

The Council on Undergraduate Research (CUR) and its affiliated colleges, universities, and individuals share a focus on providing undergraduate research opportunities for faculty and students at predominantly undergraduate institutions.  CUR has initiated a Registry of Undergraduate Researchers to facilitate matchmaking between undergraduates with research experience and a desire to pursue an advanced degree, and graduate schools seeking high quality students who are well prepared for research.  The Registry is open to students and graduate schools/employers in the fields of Astronomy, Chemistry, Biochemistry, Biology, Physics, Mathematics, Computer Science, Geosciences, Engineering, Psychology, Sociology, and Anthropology/Archaeology. The registry is free of charge to students.  http://www.cur.org
[image: image2.wmf]
CONGRATULATION$

Awarded proposals for November 2006:

	College of Arts and Science
	
	

	MICHAEL, Scott

Isern, Sharon


	Tulane University Health Sciences Center / NIH


	Peptide Inhibitors of Dengue Virus Infectivity


	        $105,435.00 



	RUMBOLD, Darren


	SFWMD


	Mercury - Sulfur Technical Support PO 4500005706


	       $21,750.00 



	College of Education
	
	
	

	GREENE, Marci


	USF


	Center for Autism 06-07


	       $26,000.00 



	ISAACS, Madelyn


	FL DOE


	Teacher Recruitment,  Retention and Recognition Activities 06-07


	 $1,500,000.00 



	College of Health Professions
	
	

	FITZSIMMONS, Suzanne


	Area Agency on Aging for Southwest Florida, Inc.


	Alzheimer's Disease Initiative 2006-2007


	$100,000.00 



	Academic and Media Technology Services
	
	

	DAVEY, Kathleen

Sklodowski, Paula


	WGBH, TPT, MasComm


	Take One Step to a Healthy Future


	$ 7,500.00 



	DAVEY, Kathleen


	Florida Humanities  


	Sanibel Causeway:  Witness to Change


	$ 25,000.00 



	Academic Affairs
	

	SUMMERS, Linda


	Corporation for National and Community Services (CNCS)


	Charlotte-Collier-Lee VISTA Consortium

	$254,853.00 



	Coastal Watershed Institute
	
	

	TOLLEY, S. Gregory 

VOLETY, Aswani


	Florida Sea Grant  


	Elise B. Newell Seminars 2007


	$ 1,616.00 




Submitted proposals for November 2006:
	College of Arts and Science

	VOLETY, Aswani

Tolley, Greg
Savarese, Mike 


	NOAA


	Monitoring and Assessment of Community-based Oyster Restoration


	       $49,896.00 



	ALBERTE, Randy


	DTRA/NRL/Navy


	Dual Use of Technologies for Biodefense 06


	     $922,450.00 



	ALBERTE, Randy


	Lee County


	Water Quality in the Caloosahatchee River/Estuary


	     $350,000.00 



	College of Education
	
	

	GREENE, Marci


	FL DOE


	Parents Educating Parents 2006 - 2007


	       $90,000.00 



	SULLIVAN, Peg


	FL DOE


	State Personnel Development Grant (SPDG)


	     $133,124.00 



	College of Professional Studies
	
	

	MESLOH, Charlie


	NIJ


	Creation of Pocket Impact Weapon (Concept Paper)


	$75,000.00

	MESLOH, Charlie


	NIJ


	Trained Dogs in Crime Scenes


	     $100,000.00 



	Academic Affairs
	
	
	

	SUMMERS, Linda


	State Farm Insurance


	Youth Advisory Board Grant


	                $99,954.00 



	Coastal Watershed Institute
	
	

	VOLETY, Aswani


	NOAA - GEMS


	Community-based Restoration of Oyster Reefs in SW Florida - An Adaptive Management Approach


	       $45,850.00 



	FUGATE, David


	Charlotte Harbor National Estuary


	Fate and Transport of Caloosahatchee ETM Sediment


	       $15,296.00 



	Whitaker Center
	
	

	SCHMIDT, Diane

Savarese, Michael
Kakareka, Joseph


	FL DOE


	Whitaker Summer Research Programs


	       $25,000.00 




FUNDING OPPORTUNITIE$ 
academic/industrial consortium

Small Business Innovative Research Program (SBIR) - Phase I
The National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR) of the U.S. Department of Education (US ED), is seeking applications for its Small Business Innovative Research Program (SBIR) - Phase 1 Awards. The purpose of this program is to stimulate technological innovation in the private sector, strengthen the role of small business in meeting Federal research or research and development (R/R&D) needs, increase the commercial application of Department of Education (ED) supported research results, and improve the return on investment from Federally funded research for economic and social benefits to the Nation. 

Phase I projects determine, insofar as possible, the scientific or technical merit and feasibility of ideas submitted under the SBIR program. An application for Phase I should concentrate on research that will significantly contribute to proving the scientific or technical feasibility of the approach or concept. Scientific or technical feasibility is prerequisite to further ED support in Phase II. 

SBIR projects are encouraged to look to the future by exploring uses of technology to ensure equal access to education, employment, and community environments and information. Under this competition NIDRR is particularly interested in applications that address one of the following invitational priorities: 

Each of the following priorities relate to innovative research utilizing new technologies to address the needs of individuals with disabilities and their families. To meet one of these priorities, the proposed Phase I project must support activities that will contribute to one of the following outcomes: 

(1) Increased independence of individuals with disabilities in the workplace, recreational settings, or educational settings through development of technology to support access and promote integration of individuals with disabilities. 

(2) Enhanced sensory or motor function of individuals with disabilities through development of technology to support improved functional capacity. 

(3) Enhanced workforce participation through development of technology to support access to employment, promote sustained employment, and promote employment advancement for individuals with disabilities. 

(4) Enhanced community participation and living for individuals with disabilities through development of accessible information technology including Web access technology, software, and other systems and devices that promote access to information in educational, employment, and community settings, and voting technology that improves access for individuals with disabilities. 

(5) Improved interventions and increased use of health-care resources through development of technology to support independent access to health- care services in the community for individuals with disabilities. 

Applicants should describe the approaches they expect to use to collect empirical evidence that demonstrates the effectiveness of the technology they are proposing in an effort to assess the efficacy and usefulness of the technology. 

Eligible applicants are small business concerns as defined by the Small Business Administration (SBA). All technology, science, or engineering firms with strong research capabilities in any of the priority areas listed in this notice are encouraged to participate. Consultative or other arrangements between these firms and universities or other non- profit organizations are permitted, but the small business concern must serve as the grantee. It is estimated that 15 awards of up to $75,000 will be made for project periods of up to 6 months for Phase I projects. 

Proposal deadline is January 31, 2007. 
http://www.ed.gov/programs/sbir/applicant.html
Centers for Ocean Science Education Excellence (COSEE)

The Division of Ocean Sciences seeks to establish additional Centers in a network of coordinated centers that facilitate collaborations and communications between ocean science researchers and educators. These Centers for Ocean Science Education Excellence (COSEE) foster the integration of ocean research into high-quality educational materials, allow ocean researchers to gain a better understanding of educational organizations and pedagogy, provide educators with an enhanced capacity to understand and deliver high-quality educational programs in the ocean sciences, and provide material to the public that promotes a deeper understanding of the ocean and its influence on each person's quality of life and our national prosperity. 

The Division of Ocean Sciences also solicits proposals for: (a) innovative collaborations with existing COSEE centers; and (b) operation of the Central Coordinating Office, which organizes national oversight of the COSEE effort, enhances communication and collaboration among the centers, and documents COSEE activities and outcomes.
Proposal deadline is March 1, 2007.

Proposers may opt to submit proposals in response to this Program Solicitation via Grants.gov or via the NSF FastLane system. 

 http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf07527
biology

2010 Project

The Directorate for Biological Sciences (BIO) of the National Science Foundation (NSF) announces its intention to continue support of research to determine the function of all genes in the model plant Arabidopsis thaliana by the year 2010. This represents a continuation of the Arabidopsis genome research initiative BIO has supported since 1990 and of the 2010 Project begun in FY 2001. The program continues to be a BIO Directorate-wide activity. It is also part of an international effort on the functional genomics of Arabidopsis, called "The Multinational Coordinated Arabidopsis thaliana Functional Genomics Project: Beyond the Whole Genome Sequence" (see http://www.nsf.gov/pubsys/ods/getpub.cfm?bio0202.)

In FY 2007, the 2010 Project will focus on the following activities:

1. Genome-wide analysis of gene function benchmarks 

In order to meet the stated goal of the Arabidopsis 2010 Project, it is imperative that certain benchmarks for assigning gene function be defined and applied on a genome-wide scale. Functions of both characterized and uncharacterized genes can be revealed from a set of benchmarks, including, but not limited to, gene expression patterns at high spatial and temporal resolution, interacting partners under defined, physiologically relevant conditions, and identity of cis-elements. The objective of this activity should be to define each gene in the genome by a specific set of criteria that can be assessed in a high throughput manner. It is expected that benchmarking gene function will provide the community with standard reference points on the genome that can be used to elucidate detailed information about the functions of individual genes, gene families, and gene networks.

2. Developing genome-wide experimental approaches and tools for analyzing gene function and regulation 

The 2010 Project will continue to support development of experimental methods/techniques and research tools, including biological resources and informatics tools.  It is expected that these methods and tools will complement the already existing tools and research resources, will provide quantitative readouts, are cost effective and comprehensive, and can be readily adopted by the scientific community. Special attention should be paid to methods and tools that will enable genome-wide functional analysis of genes of unknown function and classes of genes that have been underrepresented up to this point (e.g. non-protein coding RNAs). Large production-scale projects using proven technologies as well as pilot projects to demonstrate feasibility of novel methods and technologies will be considered. Proposals should be justified in terms of potential demand and efficiency.

3. Exploring exemplary networks and systems 

Efforts to determine the function of a network of genes will continue to be supported in FY 2007, with an emphasis on research on exemplary gene networks and processes. Many Arabidopsis genes and their products function as nodes in overlapping, dynamic biological processes. Determining the gene circuitry underlying a given biological process is essential in the understanding of Arabidopsis, especially at a systems level. The objective of this activity is to identify and characterize representative gene networks involved in major biological processes in plants, including developmental, regulatory, abiotic, biotic, physiological and metabolic processes as well as meta-networks connecting these processes. Such projects are expected to include protein-coding genes, genes for functional non-protein coding RNAs, or both. The proposals that focus on gene families are not appropriate for Arabidopsis 2010.

NSF recognizes that many projects will encompass two or more emphases discussed here. For example, projects that undertake genome-wide analyses of gene function may also develop new methods, resources and/or computational tools. In all projects, high throughput and cost-effective approaches will be encouraged. Although the areas listed above are the focus of the FY 2007 competition, all imaginative and innovative proposals will be considered as long as they are justified on the basis of the goal of the 2010 Project.

While keeping in mind the emphasis as described above, proposers are strongly encouraged to consult the scope of the awards in the previous years of the 2010 Project Program (see the lists of previous awards at http://www.nsf.gov/bio/pubs/awards/2010awards.htm), as well as the projects funded elsewhere in the world including the German Arabidopsis Functional Genomics Network Program (http://www.uni-tuebingen.de/plantphys/AFGN) and GARNET, the genomic Arabidopsis Resource Network in the U.K. (http://garnet.arabidopsis.org.uk/). Proposers are further encouraged to coordinate proposed activities with funded projects prior to submission of new proposals. If activities similar to an already funded project are to be proposed, the proposal must describe clearly a mechanism to coordinate with ongoing activities as well as a rationale based on benefits to the overall goal of the 2010 Project. NSF encourages participation of investigators and institutions that have not been involved in the previously funded 2010 activities.

In addition to research, this Program will support workshops, summer courses and other outreach/training activities designed to educate and train a broad community of scientists and students in unique scientific opportunities and approaches afforded by the 2010 Project.
Proposers may opt to submit proposals in response to this Program Solicitation via Grants.gov or via the NSF FastLane system. 

Proposal deadline is January 29, 2007
http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf06612
biomedical

NIH Director`s Pioneer Award

The National Institutes of Health (NIH) is engaged in a series of initiatives, collectively known as the “NIH Roadmap for Medical Research” which promote clinical and translational investigation and aim to improve health and prevent disease. The NIH Director’s Pioneer Award Program (NDPA) is meant to complement NIH`s traditional, investigator-initiated grant programs by supporting individual scientists of exceptional creativity who propose pioneering approaches to major contemporary challenges in biomedical research. 

The NDPA is designed to support individual scientists of exceptional creativity who propose pioneering - and possibly transformative - approaches to major contemporary challenges in biomedical research. The term “pioneering” is used to describe highly innovative approaches that have the potential to produce an unusually high impact, and the term “award” is used to mean a grant for conducting research, rather than a reward for past achievements. The NDPA is meant to support individuals who intend to pursue new research directions that are not already supported by other mechanisms. The program is not intended simply to expand the funding of persons already well supported for a particular project. 

Investigators eligible for the NDPA must be U.S. citizens, non-citizen nationals, or permanent residents who are currently engaged in research. The research proposed need not be in a conventional biomedical or behavioral discipline; if the individual’s experience is in non-biological areas, however, he/she must demonstrate an interest in exploring topics of biomedical relevance. Investigators at all career levels are eligible. Those at early to middle stages of their careers, women and members of groups underrepresented in biomedical research are especially encouraged to apply. Nominees and applicants who were not selected for an award in prior years may submit applications this year. 

Sufficient funds have been set aside in 2007 to provide 5-10 awards. The awards will be for $500,000 in direct costs each year, for five years. Awardees are expected to commit the major portion (at least 51%) of their research effort to activities supported by the NDPA. 

Applications must be submitted electronically. Applications and Letters of Reference are due on January 16, 2007. 
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-RM-07-005.html
broadcasting

Grants for Research in Broadcast

The program is intended to fund research on economic, business, social, and policy issues important to station mangers and other decision-makers in the U.S. commercial broadcast industry.

Topics listed below typify the kinds of issues that are most frequently raised in discussions among broadcast mangers; however, proposals may include any of a variety of other issues.

· Evolution of consumer media habits

· Impact of new technologies

· Local station identification and branding in a digital environment

· Consumer adoption of HD Radio

· Effective uses of television and radio with other media forms

· Development of improved media audience metrics

· New audience measurement technologies

· Importance of television and radio broadcasting to local and national economies

· Digital television format options

· Provision and effectiveness of local news programming

· Impact of non-response on media research

· Training of tomorrow’s broadcasters

The proposals submitted will be evaluated by an independent committee composed of representatives of the broadcast industry, professionals in broadcast research, and academic personnel.  The committee will judge each proposal on the following criteria:

1. Problem Conceptualization: Is the problem to be investigated important to the U.S> broadcast industry? Each propels should make explicit the author’s reasons for considering the problem to be significant for the industry

2. Research Technique:  Are the design, method, and proposed analysis of results the most appropriate for solving the problem to be investigated?

3. Contribution to the Field:  How will the proposed research fit into the existing body of research?  Are new hypotheses being advanced or are old results being replicated?  Will the research effort continue past this single grant?  Is there a disseminate plan?

4. Clarity and Thoroughness: How well does the proposal present the intended project?

5. Budget: Is the budget well though out and tied to the proposed research?  Does it include items (overhead and benefits) that are not allowable under the program.

The competition is open to all academic personnel.  Graduate students and senior undergraduate are invited to submit proposals.

Proposals must be received no later than January 31, 2007.
www.nab.org/research/grants
computer and network systems

Networking Technology and Systems (NeTS)
NSF’s Networking Technology and Systems (NeTS) program solicits proposals from the networking research and education community, encouraging investigators to make bold assumptions about the future of networking. The scope of the program covers all properties of information networks including network architecture, protocols, algorithms, and proof of concept implementation of hardware and software. Research activities include creation of new network architectures, modeling of phenomena, network design, analysis, measurement, and performance evaluation. The research scope of the program spans many types of networks that include end-to-end complex wide-area networks and sub-networks including local area networks, ad hoc networks, sensor networks, vehicular networks, and optical networks. It also includes research on heterogeneous networks that are hybrids of two or more types of sub-networks.

NeTS proposals may be submitted in one of the four programmatic areas defined below:

I. Future INternet Design (FIND): Projects will explore revolutionary architectures to develop the "Future Internet" and will address requirements such as core functionalities, security, robustness, openness, economic utility, and social needs as well as support for new technologies and services. 

II. Networking of Sensor Systems (NOSS): Projects will investigate promising architectures, tools, algorithms and systems that support critical and emerging applications and make it easy to assemble and configure networks of sensor systems.

III. Wireless Networks (WN): Projects will address issues pertaining to the phenomena of radio communications, mobility, location, and the limited power supplies of portable information devices.

IV. Networking Broadly Defined (NBD): Projects will span a wide range of topical areas in networking, including both theoretical and experimental research that expands our understanding of large, complex, heterogeneous networks, design of access and core networks based on emerging wireless and optical technologies, and other technologies that will continue the evolution of the Internet.

NeTS supports the development of innovative curricular materials that have the potential to significantly improve higher education in networking technology and systems areas, particularly in emerging areas or topics that benefit from NeTS research results.  Education-focused activities may be submitted as stand-alone projects or as components of broader research and education projects.  Stand-alone curriculum development projects are expected to include strong justification for the need for new materials and must include plans both for disseminating them to the community and for evaluating their effectiveness.  Proposals that solely focus on education must be discussed with a NeTS Program Officer prior to submission.

Four types of awards will be made:

· Individual and Small Group grants; 

· Large Group grants; 

· Planning grants; and 

· Workshop grants in new and emerging areas. 

On occasion, the NeTS program will accept proposals for Small Grants for Exploratory Research (SGERs). These proposals may be submitted on or before the deadline for this solicitation under the conditions described herein, or they may be submitted at any other time in accordance with GPG guidelines.  However, prior to submission of any SGER proposal, a PI must discuss their interests with a NeTS Program Officer before submitting the proposal. Additional information about SGER proposals can be found in Section II.D.1. of the NSF Grant Proposal Guide (GPG).
Proposers may opt to submit proposals in response to this Program Solicitation via Grants.gov or via the NSF FastLane system. 

Proposal deadline is January 22, 2007.

http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf07507
crime and justice
Crime and Justice Research

The Crime and Justice Research solicitation is NIJ’s “open” solicitation for social and behavioral research and evaluation on topics relevant to State or local criminal and juvenile justice policy and practice. Most crime and justice topics that are relevant to policymakers and practitioners are eligible for consideration. 

For evaluation research, funding priority will be given to applications proposing randomized experimental designs, regression discontinuity, propensity scores, or other enhanced quasi- experimental designs that maximize the validity and reliability of research results. 

NIJ anticipates that up to $2 million may become available for awards made through this solicitation. NIJ expects to make a number of awards, typically ranging from $100,000 to $400,000, depending on funds available and the number of high- quality applications. 

All applications are due by January 23, 2007, 11:59 p.m. eastern time. http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/sl000765.pdf

Solicitation: Criminal Justice Technology Evaluation

The National Institute of Justice (NIJ) is seeking applications for funding evaluations of criminal justice technologies. This program furthers the Department’s mission by sponsoring research to provide objective, independent, evidence-based knowledge and tools to meet the challenges of crime and justice, particularly at the State and local levels. 

NIJ will consider applications that seek to evaluate applied technologies that prevent and reduce crime, and improve the functioning of the criminal justice system. In preparation for this solicitation, NIJ reviewed a wide range of technologies applicable to criminal justice. NIJ commissioned evaluation assessments of the following eight technologies and determined that they are strong candidates for a full-scale evaluation: 

· Alcohol monitoring of offenders under supervised release. 

· Offender tracking systems. 

· Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) technologies. 

· Mobile identification biometric devices. 

· GPS-based Automated Vehicle Locator technologies. 

· Automated License Plate Recognition systems. 

· Pawnbroker databases. 

· Trace detection technologies for narcotics, explosives, and other contraband.

NIJ encourages applicants to consider submitting proposals in one of these technology areas. However, other appropriate technologies may also be considered for evaluation. In all cases, proposals should provide specific evaluation information, including the name and description of the technology to be evaluated and where the technology has been implemented. Applicants submitting proposals that involve technology areas other than those summarized above must demonstrate how the technology can be evaluated. 

NIJ gives special consideration to research and evaluation that entails proposing randomized experiments, regression continuity, propensity scoring, and other enhanced quasi-experimental designs that maximize validity and reliability. 

NIJ anticipates that up to $1 million may become available for awards made through this solicitation. NIJ expects to make two to four awards depending on funds available and number of high-quality applications. 

All applications are due January 30, 2007, 11:59 p.m. eastern time. 
http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/sl000781.pdf

Solicitation: Evidence-Based Model Programs for Cold Case Units

The National Institute of Justice (NIJ) is seeking applications for funding research to develop a best practices guide and model programs for cold case units in law enforcement agencies. This program furthers the Department’s mission by sponsoring research to provide objective, independent, evidence-based knowledge and tools to meet the challenges of crime and justice, particularly at the State and local levels. 

This solicitation marks the first step in a planned multi-year effort to build, evaluate, and improve the effectiveness of cold case investigations by local law enforcement agencies. This effort will identify current practices of police agencies conducting cold case investigations; develop evaluation criteria for assessing the effectiveness of these practices and approaches; construct alternative model programs and alternative program elements that agencies of various sizes could implement; and estimate the resource requirements implied by these model programs. This effort is designed to produce results that can inform a planned FY 2008 demonstration initiative. 

NIJ wants to identify those factors in current cold case investigations that improve the chances of solving the crime. Applicants should consider several factors in designing a research strategy, including case selection, management structures, resources, team composition, and day-to-day performance metrics. They should consider both quantitative and qualitative methods for assessing and measuring practices. 

Because the purpose of this project is to provide evidence-based practices for model cold case programs and their subsequent evaluation, applicants should devise strategies for communicating findings not only to NIJ planners but also to potential demonstration site applicants. 

The findings from this study can inform the design of the planned FY 2008 demonstration program only if it is concluded within 12 months after the award is made. Applicants should include a realistic time line, including a draft review that delivers a final report in 12 months. 

NIJ anticipates that up to $400,000 may become available for an award made through this solicitation. 

All applications are due January 16, 2007, 11:59 p.m. eastern time.

http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/sl000778.pdf
cultural affairs
International Cultural Exchange (ICE) Program

The purpose of the International Cultural Exchange (ICE) Grant program is to support international cultural exchange projects of outstanding artistic and cultural merit. Projects can include exhibits, touring, performances, publishing and printing of brochures and catalogs, lectures or symposia, cultural heritage and documentation, and artist residencies. 

Projects may be developed and originate in Florida for travel outside of the United States, or may be developed or originate in another country and be brought to the state by a Florida sponsor. 

The program supports international cultural exchange projects of arts organizations, including museums, theatres, dance companies, sister city organizations, art centers and others. 

Projects must demonstrate the ability to build on the international reputation of Florida artists and organizations. 

Projects must show two-way (bilateral) exchanges, demonstrating the benefits to both (or more) sides, in which both (or more) communities by this exchange offer an international impact on the arts, culture and education and that increase the cultural awareness, enhance the cultural and artistic quality of both (or more), and that are designed to benefit participants or audiences in both or more countries. 

Funding support generally ranges from $900 to a maximum of $25,000. Match requirements for ICE are at least dollar-for-dollar. The next deadline for the ICE Program is February 9, 2007. This is for projects that will take place between July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2008. 

http://www.florida-arts.org/grants/ice/index.htm
developmental & learning sciences

Developmental & Learning Sciences

The National Science Foundation (NSF) Developmental and Learning Sciences program supports studies that increase our understanding of cognitive, linguistic, social, cultural and biological processes related to children’s and adolescents` development and learning. Additional priorities are to support developmental research that: incorporates multidisciplinary, multi-method, microgenetic and longitudinal approaches; develops new methods and theories; examines transfer of knowledge from one domain to another and from one situation to another; assesses peer relations, family interactions, social identities and motivation; examines the impact of family, school and community resources; assesses adolescents` preparation for entry into the workforce; and investigates the role of demographic characteristics and cultural influences on children’s development. 

Research supported by this program will add to our basic knowledge of how people learn and the underlying developmental processes that support learning, with the objective of leading to better educated children and adolescents who grow up to take productive roles as workers and as citizens. 

Priority will be given to studies addressing one or more of the following: 

· Fundamental research on developmental processes during the perinatal and prenatal periods, infancy, childhood, adolescence and young adulthood. 

· Studies of the relationships among biological, cognitive, linguistic, social and emotional aspects of human development over the life course. 

· Developmental cognitive neuroscience research on how people learn, neurologic pathways and brain adaptability, and experiential and environmental factors that stimulate development. 

· Development of higher-order cognitive processes, including critical thinking, communication, memory, language, mental representation and other processes that maximize learning potential. 

· Relations between the development of specific and general forms of knowledge; age-related changes in the processes of transfer of knowledge in one domain to children’s understanding of another domain. 

· Multidisciplinary, multi-method, microgenetic and longitudinal approaches to the study of development during childhood and adolescence, including ethnographic research. 

· Use of molecular genetics data to inform the study of continuities and discontinuities in development. 

· Development of new methods, models and theories for studying learning and development. 

· Relations of children’s and adolescents` development of peer relationships, family interactions, social identities and motivation. 

· Studies of the multiple influences on children’s development, including the impact of family, school, community resources and social institutions on the learning and development of children and adolescents. 

· Research on how development is mediated by peers, social institutions, the media and popular culture. 

· Relations of adolescents` development to their preparation for entry into the workforce. 

· Cross-cultural research on cognitive, social-cognitive and emotional development. 

· The role of cultural influences and demographic characteristics (e.g., children’s socioeconomic status, ethnicity, immigrant status, gender) on development; and the role of culture as internal processes (e.g., value perspectives, construction of meaning, etc.).

Awards will be made for the following types of projects: 

  Individual Investigator Awards (or small teams) will have annual budgets in the $75,000-$120,000 range for up to 5 years; 15-20 awards are anticipated. 

  Workshops and Small Conferences budgets should range from $10,000-$15,000; 3-8 awards are anticipated. 

  Integrative Research Activities for Developmental Science (IRADS) - This type of award is for collaborators to create research activities for the purposes of conducting multidisciplinary, integrative research on scales larger than might be possible through individual research projects. IRADS must be based in a doctoral degree-granting institution and may have annual budgets up to $500,000 for 3-5 years. Two awards are anticipated. 

The next deadline for proposals for all project types is JANUARY 19, 2007 (January 15, annually thereafter). Proposals for Individual Investigator Research Projects and Workshops and Small Conferences only will also be accepted on July 15, 2007 (July 15, annually thereafter). 
Proposers may opt to submit proposals in response to this Program Solicitation via Grants.gov or via the NSF FastLane system. 

http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2007/nsf07508/nsf07508.htm
ecosystem research

Program for Ecosystem Research

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) announces its interest in receiving grant applications for new experimental research to develop a better scientific understanding of potential effects of climatic change on U.S. terrestrial ecosystems and their component organisms. Research should focus on the following question, directed at terrestrial vascular plants or animals in the United States: 

Do temperature increases projected by coupled atmosphere-ocean general circulation models for the coming 100 years have the potential to affect the abundance and/or geographic distribution of plant or animal species in the United States, and if so, to what extent?

Research should be based on experimental manipulations of temperature in the field and/or the laboratory and directed at understanding cause-and-effect relationships between temperature change and the abundance and/or geographic distribution of terrestrial vascular plants or animals in the United States. Proposed research should not rely on correlations between presently observed temperature gradients or changes and the observed abundance or distribution of plant or animal species. High risk research having the potential to rapidly advance the field is encouraged. 

It is anticipated that up to $1.5M will be available annually, to be divided between 2-4 awards. Applications may request support for up to 4 years, with out-year support contingent on the availability of funds. Annual project budgets are expected to range from $250,000 to $1M total costs. Cost sharing is not required. 

Two-page preapplications are required, to be received by DOE by 4:30 p.m. Eastern Time JANUARY 5, 2007. Preapplications will be screened and applicants will be notified if a formal application is encouraged. Formal applications will be due April 10, 2007, 8 p.m. Eastern Time, and will be accepted only from those preapplicants encouraged to submit a formal proposal. http://www.science.doe.gov/grants/FAPN07-11.html
engineering research

Engineering Research Centers (ERC) Generation Three (Gen-3): Partnerships in Transforming Research, Education & Technology

The goal of the National Science Foundation`s (NSF) Generation Three (Gen-3) Engineering Research Centers (ERC) Program is to create a culture of innovation in engineering research and education that links scientific discovery to technological innovation through transformational engineered systems research in order to advance technology and produce engineering graduates who will be creative innovators in a global economy. 

These ERCs will be at the forefront as the U.S. competes in the 21st century global economy where R&D resources and engineering talent are internationally and domestically distributed. Recognizing that optimizing efficiency and product quality is no longer sufficient for U.S. industry to remain competitive, these ERCs will optimize academic engineering research and education to stimulate increased innovation. They will develop this culture of discovery and innovation through a symbiotic relationship between academic researchers, small innovative firms, and larger industrial and practitioner partners. These ERCs will build bridges from science-based discovery to technological innovation by focusing on research needed to realize transforming engineered systems. They will have the opportunity to partner with foreign universities and provide unique opportunities for research and learning collaboration that will prepare U.S. engineering graduates for leadership in innovation in a global economy. 

Their faculty will be diverse and talented individuals who will prepare diverse and talented domestic and international graduates who can function in a global world where design and production efforts cross national borders. Their transforming engineering education programs will strategically impart the capacity to create and exploit knowledge for technological innovation. 

This solicitation differs from the previous ERC solicitation in the following ways: 

(1) The new ERC will have a stronger focus on combining fundamental research and research and education focused on innovation. The innovation focus will support small firms engaged in translational research within the ERC`s research program to speed innovation and expose students to the innovation process. Partnerships will include state, local government, or academic programs designed to stimulate entrepreneurship. 

(2) The ERC will be focused on preparing its students for success in a global economy and will include activities to accomplish this, which may include a foreign university as a core partner. Support for the foreign university participants will be provided by foreign sources during the first year of center operation but the partnership has to be in place in the preliminary proposal. 

(3) The education program will be strategically planned to develop graduates who are experienced in the creative process and cross-cultural collaboration and able to define pathways to explore and realize innovation opportunities to prepare them for success in a global economy.

Awards: $16,250,000 is expected to be available to support five new Gen-3 ERCs in FY 2008 with Year One start-up budgets of up to $3,250,000. This will be the base budget level of the award for Years Two through Five. This level may be enhanced through supplements in Years Two through Five. There are no requirements for cost sharing on this award. 

Life Cycle under NSF Support: An ERC is supported under a cooperative agreement between the lead university and NSF, the duration of which is potentially 10 years. The first award under the agreement is for five years. In the third and sixth years, an ERC may submit a renewal proposal. 

There is no restriction on the number of proposals that may be submitted by a lead institution and there is no restriction on the number of proposals in which a partner institution is involved. Since there will be no institution with two fully operational ERCs by FY 2007, all eligible institutions may submit proposals under this solicitation. 

The center director must be a tenured faculty member in an engineering department at the lead institution. The director’s doctoral degree must be in engineering or an associated field of science; if the latter, she/he must have substantial career experience in engineering and a joint appointment in an engineering department. 

Required Letters of Intent are due FEBRUARY 2, 2007, and required Preliminary Proposals by May 3, 2007. Full Proposals, if invited, will be due October 30, 2007. 
Proposers may opt to submit proposals in response to this Program Solicitation via Grants.gov or via the NSF FastLane system. 

http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2007/nsf07521/nsf07521.htm
field initiated

Field Initiated (FI) Projects

The Secretary of Education invites applications for new awards for FY 2007 for the Field-Initiated (FI) Program (CFDA 84.133G) to carry out either research or development activities. Awards will be made in two distinct categories -- (1) research and (2) development -- for a period of up to three years (36 months). 

In carrying out a research activity, a grantee must identify one or more hypotheses and perform an intensive, systematic study directed toward new scientific knowledge or better understanding of the subject, problem studied, or body of knowledge. In carrying out a development activity, a grantee must use knowledge and understanding gained from research to create materials, devices, systems or methods beneficial to the target population, including design and development of prototypes and processes. Target population means the group of individuals, organizations or other entities expected to be affected by the project. More than one group may be involved since a project may affect those who receive services, provide services or administer services. 

The FI projects are in concert with NIDRR`s Long-Range Plan. The Plan is comprehensive and integrates many issues relating to disability and rehabilitation research and development topics. Through the implementation of the Plan, NIDRR seeks to: 

· improve the quality and utility of disability and rehabilitation research; 

· foster an exchange of expertise, information and training to facilitate the advancement of knowledge and understanding of the unique needs of traditionally underserved populations; 

· determine best strategies and programs to improve rehabilitation outcomes for underserved populations; 

· identify research gaps; 

· identify mechanisms of integrating research and practice; and 

· disseminate findings.

NIDRR will reject any application that proposes a budget exceeding $200,000 for a single budget period of 12 months. It is estimated that 23 awards will be made for project periods of up to 36 months. 

The closing date for applications is JANUARY 31, 2007. http://www.ed.gov/programs/fip/applicant.html
forensic science
Solicitation: Social Science Research on Emerging Issues in Forensic Science

The National Institute of Justice (NIJ) is seeking applications for funding for social science research on emerging issues in forensic science. This program furthers the Department’s mission by sponsoring research to provide objective, independent, evidence- based knowledge and tools to meet the challenges of crime and justice, particularly at the State and local levels. 

The field of forensic science has experienced numerous advances over the last decade. Improvements in technology have increased the use of forensic evidence, both in terms of what can be analyzed, and how quickly it can be processed. These developments have raised important social and behavioral science research questions. NIJ is soliciting research on a broad array of emerging social science research issues in forensic science including, but not limited to, DNA databases, wrongful convictions, and evaluations of new forensic technologies and management practices. 

Applicants are encouraged to focus on the evaluation of a single technology or management practice in one or multiple sites. Where prudent, final decisions regarding the selection of evaluation sites may be made after the grant is awarded, in collaboration with NIJ. For evaluation research, funding priority will be given to applications proposing randomized experimental designs, regression discontinuity, propensity scores, or other enhanced quasi- experimental designs that maximize the validity and reliability of research results. 

NIJ anticipates that up to $2 million may become available for awards made through this solicitation. It is expected that multiple awards will be made depending on funds available and number of high-quality applications. 

All applications are due January 23, 2007, 11:59 p.m. eastern time. 

http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/sl000784.pdf
genome sequencing
Microbial Genome Sequencing Program

The Microbial Genome Sequencing Program is a collaborative interagency activity of the National Science Foundation (NSF) and the Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service (CSREES) of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The program supports (i) high-throughput sequencing of the genomes of a broad range of microorganisms (including viruses, bacteria, archaea, fungi, oomycetes, protists and agriculturally important nematodes) and (ii) the development and implementation of strategies, tools and technologies to make currently available genome sequences more valuable to the user community. The newly acquired sequences are expected to be made available and used by a community of investigators to address issues of scientific and societal importance including:

· novel aspects of microbial biochemistry, physiology, metabolism, development and cellular biology; 

· the diversity and the roles microorganisms play in complex ecosystems and in global geochemical cycles; 

· the impact that microorganisms have on the productivity and sustainability of agriculture and natural resources (e.g., forestry, soil and water), and on the safety and quality of the nation's food supply; and 

· the organization and evolution of microbial genomes, and the mechanisms of transmission, exchange and reshuffling of genetic information. 

The development and implementation of strategies, tools and technologies are expected to significantly enhance the value of existing sequences by unambiguously assigning functions to previously unannotated ORFs.

This program is part of The Microbe Project, a coordinated effort of multiple federal agencies to promote genome-enabled microbial science. (See http://www.microbeproject.gov.)
Proposal deadline is March 8, 2007 due by 5 PM submitter’s local time.
Proposers may opt to submit proposals in response to this Program Solicitation via Grants.gov or via the NSF FastLane system. 

http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2007/nsf07531/nsf07531.htm
historic grants

Interpreting America`s Historic Places: Implementation Grants
Implementation grants for Interpreting America’s Historic Places support public humanities programs that exploit the evocative power of historic places to address themes and issues central to American history and culture. Projects may interpret a single historic site, a series of sites, an entire neighborhood, a town or community, or a larger geographical region. The place as a whole must be significant to American history, and the project must convey its historical importance to visitors. 

Applicants for implementation grants should have already done most of the planning for their projects, including consultation with scholars and programming advisers, identification of the key humanities themes, articulation of program components, and performance of relevant research. 

NEH encourages efforts to expand the number of people reached at historic places, using means such as multiple venues, creative collaborations, outreach to new or underserved audiences, or effective models that can be emulated. 

Project formats might include visitor orientation exhibits, interpretive displays and labeling, revised scripts and content-based education materials for docents, publications such as brochures or guidebooks, interpretive driving or walking trails or tours, annotated itineraries, trail signage, video or audio displays, on-site interactive media, and digital projects such as CD- ROMs or Web sites. 

Successful applicants will be awarded a grant in outright funds, matching funds, or a combination of the two, depending on the applicant’s preference and the availability of funds. Awards of up to $350,000 are usually made for a period of 24 to 36 months. 

Applications are due January 23, 2007. 

http://www.neh.gov/grants/guidelines/historicimplementation.html
humanities

Implementation Grants for Special Projects

Special Project grants support a variety of public humanities program formats, including public discussion forums, hands-on learning experiences, discussion series based on reading or film-viewing, multi-faceted conferences, or symposia. Small exhibitions or interpretive publications might serve as common texts for such programs. Living history or historical impersonations might also be appropriate if they are deeply grounded in scholarship. 

Applicants for an implementation grant should have already identified their project's key humanities themes, relevant scholarship, and program formats. Most of the planning and consultation with scholars and programming advisors should already have taken place. 

Special Projects may take place at diverse venues, including community centers, places of worship, 4-H clubs, neighborhoods, parks, visitor centers, workplaces, state fairs, or in fields under tents. Development of a content-rich website might also be a Special Project. The audiences might be the general public or non-academic groups, such as senior citizens, youth, members of civic organizations, members of a profession (i.e. journalism or medicine), history and heritage tourists, hobbyists, or local citizens. 

Projects should encourage active engagement with humanities ideas and questions rather than simply presenting factual information. Topics and interpretive themes should appeal to the interests and backgrounds of the project’s target audience. Applications for projects that offer new insights into familiar subjects and use innovative formats and non-traditional ways of engaging audiences are especially welcome. 

Applicants are encouraged to collaborate with programming partners such as businesses, membership or professional organizations, or other institutions as a way of strengthening the ties between humanities scholarship and new audiences. These partnerships can involve public programs at non- traditional sites (such as the workplace) or more flexible times (such as noontime programs for people with lengthy commutes). 

Web-based projects, as well as those involving CD- ROMs and DVDs, must go beyond being a digital collection of archival materials. They should contextualize and interpret ideas for the public in creative ways, provide users with an interactive experience, and have a clear plan for identifying and reaching their intended audiences. Web-based projects that include complementary public humanities programs are encouraged. 

Awards may be up to $300,000 and are usually made for a period of 24 to 36 months. 

Prospective applicants are encouraged to contact program officers at NEH who can offer advice about preparing the proposal and supply samples of funded applications, and review preliminary proposal drafts if they are submitted well before the deadline (usually at least six weeks). These staff comments are not part of the formal review process and have no bearing on the final outcome of the proposal, but previous applicants have found them helpful in strengthening their applications. 

Proposal deadline is January 23, 2007.

http://www.neh.gov/grants/guidelines/implement-special.html

Digital Humanities Workshops
The National Endowment for the Humanities invites proposals for workshops that offer academically rigorous professional development programs for K-12 educators seeking to use digital resources to strengthen the teaching of the humanities. Workshops must have a cohesive course of study, address well- defined topics, and foster deeper and more informed engagement with the content-rich resources of the Internet, particularly the materials and lesson plans available through NEH`s EDSITEment, a nationally recognized gateway to the best humanities materials on the World Wide Web. 

Workshops should be designed to offer a minimum of four full days of instruction, or the equivalent amount of hours spread over a longer period of time. Projects should feature humanities scholars who have expertise relevant to the workshop topic and appropriate experience in the use of new technologies in their teaching. Faculty for the workshop must be identified in the proposal, with evidence of commitments included in the application. 

Proposals to provide workshops for teachers with limited access to professional development in the humanities are encouraged. These workshops may include classroom teachers in public, private, parochial, and charter schools, as well as home schooling parents. Project directors are encouraged to make arrangements with the appropriate state agency for participants to receive continuing education units (CEUs) or in-service credit. 

Projects serving 20 or more teachers from a single institution are eligible for funding up to $30,000. Projects serving a cluster of institutions and a larger number of teachers are eligible for funding up to $100,000. These larger projects also should explore distance education delivery through video, web-conferencing, and/or digital platforms. NEH expects that all programs would be held at locations that offer suitable technological infrastructure to support the proposed activities. Funds may be used to pay for visiting scholars, books and other materials, logistical support, and appropriate release time for project staff. Participants who complete the workshop will receive a stipend. The grant period may run between twelve and eighteen months, depending on the project. 

Applications must be received by January 17, 2007. 
http://www.neh.gov/grants/guidelines/digital.html
institutional research

Improving Institutional Research in Postsecondary Educational Institutions

The Association for Institutional Research, with support from the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) and the National Science Foundation (NSF), invites applications to the 2007 grant program, Improving Institutional Research in Postsecondary Educational Institutions. The goals of the program are to provide professional development opportunities to doctoral students, institutional researchers, educators, and administrators and to foster the use of federal databases for institutional research in postsecondary education. Grant support is available for one year to assist in the acquisition, analysis and reporting of data from the NCES and NSF data sets. 

Grant proposals are being accepted in the following areas: 

Dissertation Fellowships - Dissertation fellowship proposals provides funds to doctoral students beginning their dissertation work. The program supports research on postsecondary education using the NCES and NSF national databases or research studies that increase the understanding and knowledge of student decisions in postsecondary education. Funded fellowship projects promise a significant contribution to the national knowledge of the nature and operation of postsecondary education. The program prefers to fund studies that test models or hypotheses. Funds of up to $15,000 to support one year of activity are available. 

Research Grants - The research grant program provides grants to Principal Investigators (PIs) to conduct research on postsecondary education using the NCES and NSF national databases. Funded projects promise a significant contribution to the national knowledge of the nature and operation of postsecondary education and contribute to the professional development of personnel working in postsecondary education. Research grant projects must use one or more of the national postsecondary education databases of NCES or NSF. Funds of up to $30,000 annually are available. Grants are usually made for one year. It is expected that work will be conducted at the PI`s home institution and that grant funds would cover budget items such as the costs of supplying data, dissemination of project results, travel, and perhaps some salary replacement.

Dissemination of research findings is an integral part of this program. 
Proposal deadline is January 16, 2007.
http://airweb.org/page.asp?page=40
ocean science education
Centers for Ocean Science Education Excellence (COSEE)
The Division of Ocean Sciences seeks to establish additional Centers in a network of coordinated centers that facilitate collaborations and communications between ocean science researchers and educators. These Centers for Ocean Science Education Excellence (COSEE) foster the integration of ocean research into high-quality educational materials, allow ocean researchers to gain a better understanding of educational organizations and pedagogy, provide educators with an enhanced capacity to understand and deliver high-quality educational programs in the ocean sciences, and provide material to the public that promotes a deeper understanding of the ocean and its influence on each person's quality of life and our national prosperity. 

The Division of Ocean Sciences also solicits proposals for: (a) innovative collaborations with existing COSEE centers; and (b) operation of the Central Coordinating Office, which organizes national oversight of the COSEE effort, enhances communication and collaboration among the centers, and documents COSEE activities and outcomes.
Proposal deadline is March 1, 2007.

Proposers may opt to submit proposals in response to this Program Solicitation via Grants.gov or via the NSF FastLane system. 

 http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf07527
Prediction and detection
Explosives and Related Threats: Frontiers in Prediction and Detection

In FY 2007, NSF will invest in leading edge, frontier research on sensors and other areas, including social and behavioral sciences, that are potentially relevant to the prediction and detection of explosives and related threats. This is an NSF-wide effort, in coordination with the efforts of other agencies, which seeks to advance fundamental knowledge in new technologies for sensors and sensor networks, and in the use of sensor data in control and decision making, particularly in relation to the prediction and detection of explosives and related threats. This research is seen as critical to our nation's ability to deploy effective homeland security measures, and to protect civilians and our military forces throughout the world.
Under the broad categories of prediction and detection, examples of possible topics that build on previous NSF-supported research include:

• Science and Engineering of Materials, Concepts, and Designs for New Sensors and Sensing Systems.   Proposed research should have the potential to lead to sensors that are sensitive, selective, and stable with rapid response times.  A unifying theme is to stimulate fundamental advances for in situ and remote sensing systems with a goal toward observing, modeling and analyzing a wide range of complex materials, compounds, life forms, and processes. Proposed research should leverage recent advances in microelectronics, photonics, telemetry, robotics, wireless communication, sensor networks, and other methods for highly resolved spatial and temporal sensing.  

Techniques from nuclear science, such as those using neutrons or gamma rays, can also be used for the detection of conventional explosives.  The development of new detection technologies may be applicable both to basic science and to security requirements, and existing technologies may be made exportable from basic science use to robust field-based implementation.

Specific topics of research may include real-time investigation of the detonation process and mechanisms to initiate detonation in explosives. This research will enhance our capabilities in efficient detection, sensing, and control of explosive devices.

• Science and Engineering Applications of Networked Sensors; Interpretation of Data; Responsive Action. This area addresses system-level application areas.  Research issues include:  1) decision and control theory for sensed information, 2) sampling, pattern recognition and false alarms in sensed data and 3) research that incorporates uncertainty and risk into decision making for use with imperfectly sensed data.

• Information Management of Sensing Systems. In the area of information management, basic research is needed on innovative approaches to tagging data to facilitate subsequent retrieval, and on compression algorithms useful for transmitting large data files, such as high resolution image files. Innovative new signal processing techniques and algorithms, together with test bed experiments, are needed for feature extraction of anomalies associated with explosives and related activity.

• Social and Behavioral Science of Prediction.  It is increasingly clear that explosives and related threats defy a completely technical solution.  Research findings from psychologists, sociologists, cultural anthropologists, geographers and others can enhance our ability to respond, either through enhanced understanding of the threat leading to better prediction, or through enhanced understanding and usage of sensor data leading to better detection.

Research on prediction and detection of biological, toxic chemical, and nuclear weapons is excluded from the scope of this solicitation.
Proposal deadline is March 1, 2007.
Proposers may opt to submit proposals in response to this Program Solicitation via Grants.gov or via the NSF FastLane system. 

http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2007/nsf07528/nsf07528.htm
research education
NIDDK Education Program Grants (R25)

This funding opportunity announcement (FOA) solicits applications from applicant organizations that propose creative and innovative research education programs in the mission area(s) of the NIDDK. The NIH Research Education (R25) grant mechanism is a flexible and specialized mechanism designed to foster the development of biomedical, behavioral, and clinical researchers through creative and innovative research education programs. The overall goal of the NIDDK`s research education program is to ensure that highly trained scientists will be available in adequate numbers and in appropriate scientific areas to address the Nation’s biomedical, behavioral, and clinical research needs in the NIDDK`s mission areas. The NIH encourages all proposed programs to foster the participation of individuals from racial and ethnic groups underrepresented in biomedical and behavioral research, individuals from disadvantaged backgrounds, individuals with disabilities, and women. 

NIDDK R25 grants support the development and implementation of educational activities for undergraduate students, graduate students, and/or postdoctoral fellows before, during or after the completion of a doctoral level degree (e.g. Ph.D., M.D., D.P.H., D.D.S., O.D) as long as the educational experience is targeted to areas of high priority to the NIDDK. The unique, innovative, curriculum-based education program may be in the form of a course, seminar series, yearly symposium, or other appropriate educational tool. Evaluation of the proposed educational program must be integral to its design. Inclusion of faculty currently active in research related to the mission of NIDDK will be necessary to provide the highest quality information and to introduce role models and future colleagues into the educational experience. The proposed research education program may complement other, ongoing research training and education occurring at the applicant institution, but the proposed educational experiences must be distinct from those research training and research education programs currently receiving federal support. 

Examples of specific programs may include, but are not limited to: specific disease processes of interest to NIDDK (e.g. diabetes, cystic fibrosis, inflammatory bowel disease, obesity, hepatitis, renal diseases or hematological disorders); the translation of basic science discoveries to patient care (bench to bedside research); the relationships of specific organ systems (e.g. endocrine, digestive, renal, hematopoietic) to health and illness; the appreciation and integration of whole animal physiology in current biomedical research; information on how molecular techniques may be applied to NIDDK-relevant diseases and research; the development of therapeutics related to diseases relevant to the NIDDK (e.g., how does one move from a genome sequence to health benefits?). 

The award provides support to institutions for up to 5 years for (1) the principal investigator; (2) an Advisory Committee to manage, coordinate and evaluate the program; (3) the faculty to design, develop, implement and continually refine the program curriculum; and (4) other program-related costs. No support will be provided for stipends or tuition costs of students and/or postdoctoral fellows. Total direct costs are limited to $100,000 annually. 

Proposal deadline is January 25, 2007.
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-06-554.html
science and technology
Science of Design (SoD)

The National Science Foundation`s (NSF) Science of Design (SoD) Program solicits proposals for projects that will bring creative, scientific advances to the design of software artifacts and systems. Design is a topic of great interest in many fields; the goal of the SoD Program is to advance design research and education to meet the critical software design challenges of the 21st century. 

The objective of the program is to bring new paradigms, concepts, approaches, models and theories into the development of a strong intellectual foundation for software design, which will ultimately improve the processes of constructing, evaluating and modifying software-intensive systems. This body of knowledge needs to be intellectually rigorous, formalized where appropriate, supported by empirical evidence where possible, open to creative, artistic expression, and above all, teachable. 

Future software-intensive systems will be vastly different from those in use today. Revolutionary advances in hardware, networking and human interface technologies will require entirely new ways of thinking about how software systems are conceptualized, built, understood and evaluated. As we envision the future of complex distributed computing environments, innovative research is needed to provide the scientific foundations for managing issues of complexity, quality, cost and human intellectual control of software design and development. To these ends, importing and adapting ideas from other design fields (engineering, biology, architecture, economics, and the arts, for example) are encouraged. 

Similarly, it is critical that software design researchers work across different areas within computer science to insure that design includes the interdependencies of software with other systems artifacts, such as complex data structures and data repositories. Thus, continuations of current lines of research or research to incrementally extend current software design methods are unlikely to be competitive in this solicitation. 

While proposals from individual researchers will be considered by the SoD program, this year the program’s focus will be on interdisciplinary team projects. Each proposal should provide a convincing argument that the proposed research is innovative and unique in its contribution to the Science of Design discipline, including careful reference to the literature. Selected projects will be funded for durations and at levels commensurate with the size of the team and the nature of the research. Larger projects typically will be funded for up to 3 years at levels of up to $300,000 per year. Investigators who wish to submit proposals that exceed these parameters must receive prior permission to do so from an SoD program officer. 

The receipt deadline for proposals is FEBRUARY 5, 2007 (5 p.m. proposer`s local time). 
Proposers may opt to submit proposals in response to this Program Solicitation via Grants.gov or via the NSF FastLane system. 

http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2007/nsf07505/nsf07505.htm
special education

Special Education Preservice Training Improvement Grants

Applications are sought through the Personnel Development to Improve Services and Results for Children with Disabilities Program. For FY 2007, an absolute priority has been established. This priority is Special Education Preservice Training Improvement Grants. 

The purpose of this priority is to improve the quality of K-12 special education teacher preparation programs to ensure that preparation program graduates are able to meet the highly qualified teacher (HQT) requirements and are well prepared to serve children with high incidence disabilities. For purposes of this priority, the term high incidence disabilities refers to learning disabilities, emotional disturbance, or mental retardation. In order to be eligible under this priority, applicants must currently prepare personnel (at the baccalaureate or master`s level) to serve school-age children with high incidence disabilities. 

Eligible applicants are Institutions of Higher Education (IHEs). Programs in IHEs that are preparing preschool teachers are not eligible to apply under this competition. No more than one cooperative agreement will be awarded per IHE. 

It is estimated that 32 awards will be made for project periods of up to 60 months. Any application that proposes a budget exceeding $100,000 for a single budget period of 12 months will be rejected. 

(NOTE: The federal government requires that this program receive state clearinghouse review.) 
Proposal deadline is January 8, 2007.

http://www.ed.gov/programs/osepprep/applicant.html#325t
social work
Research on Social Work Practice and Concepts in Health

The Office of Behavioral and Social Sciences Research (OBSSR), via this program announcement (PA) encourages innovative, theory-driven empirical research on social work practice, concepts and theory as these relate to the NIH public health goal of improving health outcomes for persons with medical and behavioral disorders and conditions. Areas of interest include studies that characterize the usual and/or “best” practices of social workers and how these relate to health outcomes, studies establishing the efficacy and effectiveness of health-related interventions and services delivered by social workers, aspects of health-related social work services that are unique to specialty health care settings (e.g., clinics, hospitals, nursing homes, hospices, etc) and non-specialty health care settings (e.g., social service agencies, schools, jails and prisons, etc.), the nature and impact of routine prevention or clinical practice, and factors related to successful dissemination and implementation of social work services and interventions with proven effectiveness. 

The goals of this program are three-fold: 

(1) to encourage submissions of research studies relevant to both social work practice and to the missions of individual NIH institutes, 

(2) to develop an empirical knowledge base on an important but often neglected component of the “real world” health care system, and 

(3) to increase the participation of social work researchers in interdisciplinary public health research. 

These goals are viewed as critical to improving the quality and outcomes of health care in this country. 

This PA will use the NIH Research Project Grant (R01), the Exploratory/Developmental Grant (R21) and the Small Grant (R03) award mechanisms. The Small Grant (R03) provides 2 years of funding with a maximum of $50,000 direct costs for each year. The Exploratory/Developmental Research Grant (R21) provides 2 years of funding with a maximum of $275,000 direct costs over the entire budget period; with no single year exceeding $200,000. Because the nature and scope of the proposed research will vary from application to application, it is anticipated that the size and duration of each R01 award will also vary. The total project period for an R01 application submitted in response to this PA may not exceed 5 years. 

Deadlines:
R01 Grants – February 5, 2007



R03 & R21 Grants – February 16, 2007

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-06-081.html - PA-06-081 (R01)
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-06-233.html - PA-06-233 (R03) 

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-06-234.html - PA-06-234 (R21)

STEM

Research on Gender in Science and Engineering

One of the National Science Foundation's (NSF) key strategic goals is to cultivate a world-class, broadly inclusive science and engineering workforce, and expand the scientific literacy of all citizens. Investments are directed at programs that strengthen scientific and engineering (S&E) research potential and education programs at all levels. These outcomes are essential to the Nation as we progress toward an increasingly technological job market and a scientifically complex society.

The Division of Human Resource Development (HRD) manages a portfolio of programs that aims to broaden the participation of traditionally underrepresented groups in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) learning and in the STEM workforce. Programs are in place to address the learning, interest and participation of women, underrepresented minorities (African-American, Hispanic, Native American), and persons with disabilities, at all levels.

The program for Research on Gender in Science and Engineering seeks to build resources - developing the Nation's knowledge capital, social capital, and human capital -- toward the goal of broadening the participation of girls and young women in STEM education from kindergarten through undergraduate education.

Research projects: 
· To discover and describe gender-based differences and preferences in learning science and mathematics in K-16 and factors that affect interest, performance, and choice of STEM study and careers in fields where there are significant gender gaps; 

· To discover and describe how experiences and interactions in informal and formal educational settings inhibit or encourage interest and performance of students based on gender; 

· To increase the knowledge about organizational models that lead to more equitable and inviting STEM educational environments in K-16; 

· To increase the knowledge of the process of institutional change required to achieve more equitable and inviting STEM educational environments in K-16. 

Outreach and Communication projects:
· To extend to significant audiences awareness and information about research-based and demonstrated strategies and practices to increase the participation of girls and women in STEM education and workforce, in order to inform educational practice; 

· To catalyze new thinking and future action among educational institutions by convening conferences, workshops, or symposia that are not possible at regular meetings of professional societies. 

Extension Services: 
· To integrate various findings about gender in science and engineering into a unified program of change; to facilitate the interpretation of research knowledge into practice; 

· To provide consulting services within a certain geographic region or within a community of practice, explaining in simple language the practical meaning and benefits of adopting programs, tools, or approaches that enhance the interest and persistence of female students in STEM studies through the undergraduate level, in those fields where they are underrepresented; 

· To show educators how to adapt exemplary projects, research-based learning tools, pedagogical approaches, and service or support programs. 

· To communicate back to researchers the problems that practicing educators find most urgent or troublesome in adopting the new methods or tools. (cf. Wilson & Daviss, 1994, pp. 17-20) 

Proposers may opt to submit proposals in response to this Program Solicitation via Grants.gov or via the NSF FastLane system.
Preliminary Proposal deadline is January 8, 2007

Full Proposal deadline is April 2, 2007 http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf07501
Scholarships in Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics (S-STEM)

The National Science Foundation (NSF) Scholarships in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (S-STEM) program provides institutions with funds for student scholarships to encourage and enable academically talented but financially needy students to enter the workforce following completion of an associate, baccalaureate or graduate degree in fields of science, technology, engineering or mathematics (STEM). 

S-STEM grants may be made for up to five years (four scholarship years and an optional initial planning period) and may provide individual scholarships of up to $10,000 per year, depending on financial need. Grantee institutions may elect to support individual student scholars for four years or may elect to support several cohorts of students for a shorter duration within the award period. 

Students to be awarded scholarships must demonstrate academic talent and financial need. In addition, they must be U.S. citizens, permanent residents, nationals or refugees. 

Approximately $50 million-$70 million is expected to be available to support approximately 90-130 new S-STEM awards. Awards are normally not expected to exceed $600,000 in total. Annual budgets are limited to $225,000. The award duration may be up to five years. 

A
n institution may submit one proposal from each constituent college or school that awards eligible degrees. (For example, a university with a College of Engineering, a School of Life Sciences, and a College of Arts and Sciences could submit one proposal from each for a total of three. However, within a College of Engineering, if the Department of Electrical Engineering were submitting a proposal, a proposal from the Department of Mechanical Engineering could be submitted only in a subsequent year. The two departments could also submit a proposal jointly.) 

Departments interested in applying for a S-STEM grant should contact their Dean`s Office for college coordination. Colleges planning to submit an application are asked to notify ORSP (ATTN: Dr. Thomas Roberts, troberts@fgcu.edu) by JANUARY 10, 2007, of their intent to apply. 

Optional Letters of Intent are due JANUARY 15, 2007; October 10, 2007; and July 10, 2008. Corresponding Full Proposal deadlines are FEBRUARY 16, 2007; November 13, 2007; and August 12, 2008. 
Proposers may opt to submit proposals in response to this Program Solicitation via Grants.gov or via the NSF FastLane system.
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2007/nsf07524/nsf07524.htm
stock market

The Nasdaq Stock Market Educational Foundation, Inc. Grants

NASDAQ Stock Market Educational Foundation, Inc., was established in 1994 and is supported entirely by contributions from The NASDAQ Stock Market, Inc. The mission of The Nasdaq Educational Foundation, Inc. is to promote learning about capital formation, financial markets and entrepreneurship through innovative educational programs. 

Types of grants include: 

· Academic Study or Research - Generally awarded to college or university professors. 

· Ph.D. Dissertation Fellowships - Awarded to colleges or universities on behalf of the candidate. 

· Curriculum Development - Generally awarded at the university level to develop financial markets curricula. 

· Educational Projects or Programs - Including classroom and extracurricular programs at the high school, college and university level, teacher training, and professional development for adults. May also include the creation of new educational materials. 

Proposals will be accepted from: 

· Educational institutions and organizations designated as tax-exempt according to Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Service code. 

· Highly and specifically qualified individuals, only for the purpose of conducting independent academic study or research on financial markets. 

There is no set minimum or maximum grant amount for grants other than fellowships. Ph.D. dissertation fellowships are granted in the set amount of $15,000. Unless otherwise specified and agreed upon, all grants have one-year terms. 

Grant reviews will be conducted twice in 2007. Grant seekers must submit a one-page letter of inquiry and be invited to submit a proposal. Letters of Inquiry are due February 1 and August 1, 2007. http://www.nasdaq.com/services/education_initiatives.stm
student travel

The Explorers Club

The Exploration Fund of The Explorers Club provides grants in support of exploration and field research. Grants in amounts up to $1,200 are made primarily to graduate students. Applicants do not have to be members of The Explorers Club and do not have to reside in the United States to qualify for an award.

Grant recipients are expected to provide a Grant Expedition Report, with photographs if possible, within a year after completing their fieldwork.

Download the Application Form for 2007 
Applications are now open for the 2007 award. The deadline is 5:00pm on January 15, 2007 for all application materials. Award recipients will be notified no later than May 1, 2007. The application form includes complete instructions. Read below to learn more about the application process.

How to Apply 
The Exploration Fund includes a general fund for field science and several smaller awards focusing on specific fields or regions:

Diversa Corporation Award. Focusing on microbial science, this award is sponsored by the Diversa Corporation. 

Seven Summits Awards. For healthcare-related research in the following regions: Antarctica, Asia, Europe, and Australia–New Zealand. This award was initiated by Explorers Club member and climber Bo Parfet. 

The Redwood Creek Preservation Award:  Grants up to $10,000 to U.S. citizen graduates of 21 years of age or older who are conducting research focused on preservation and conservation of the great American outdoors. This award was initiated by Explorers Club Corporate Partner Redwood Creek Wines of California. 

All applicants will be considered for the general fund. If you wish to be considered specifically for a Diversa or Seven Summits award, please indicate this on the application form. If an applicant does not receive a Diversa or Seven Summits award, he or she may still receive a grant from the general fund. Multiple awards will not be given to a single applicant.
http://www.explorers.org/resources/funding/exfund/exfund.php
Youth Activity Fund

Youth Activity Fund grants are made to full-time high school and undergraduate college students to enable them to participate in field research in the natural sciences under the supervision of a qualified scientist or institution. Research stipend amounts typically range from $500 to $1500. You do not need to be a member of The Explorers Club to apply. If awarded a grant, you will also be awarded a one-year student membership in the Club.

Grant recipients are expected to submit a Grant Expedition Report, with photographs if possible, within six months after completing their fieldwork. The report should include an itemized statement of expenses.

Download the Application Form for 2007 
Applications are now open for the 2007 award. The deadline is 5:00pm on January 15, 2007 for all application materials. Award recipients will be notified no later than May 1, 2007. The form includes complete instructions. 

http://www.explorers.org/resources/funding/youthfund/youthfund.php
technology

Scientific Computing Research Environments for the Mathematical Sciences   (SCREMS)

The Division of Mathematical Sciences (DMS) of the National Science Foundation plans a limited number of awards for the support of computing environments for research in the mathematical sciences. Scientific Computing Research Environments for the Mathematical Sciences (SCREMS) proposals are for computing environments dedicated to research in the mathematical sciences. Proposals may request support for the purchase of computing equipment and limited support for professional systems administrators or programmer personnel for research computing needs. These grants are intended to support research projects of high quality that require access to advanced computing resources. Requests for routine upgrades of standard desk-environment workstations or laptop computers are not appropriate for this program. Awards are made to provide support for specific research projects rather than to provide general computing capacity. Proposers are encouraged to include projects involving symbolic and algebraic computations, numerical computations and simulations, and graphical representations (visualization) in aid of the research.

Cost sharing is not required for proposals submitted under this solicitation beginning with the January 26, 2007 deadline. Therefore, cost sharing will not be considered in the evaluation of SCREMS proposals.
Proposal deadline is January 26, 2007.

http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf07502
Software Development for Cyberinfrastructure   (SDCI)

Software permeates cyberinfrastructure. Fully functional and performing software is essential to realizing the promises of cyberinfrastructure in transforming the ways in which scientific research and education are conducted. NSF’s Cyberinfrastructure Vision for 21st Century Discovery (see www.nsf.gov/od/oci) conveys a vision, a mission, and a set of principles for the next five years predicated on NSF’s leadership role in the development and support of a comprehensive cyberinfrastructure essential to 21st century advances in science and engineering research and education. Central CI elements addressed in the CI vision document are: High Performance Computing (HPC); Data, Data Analysis, and Visualization; Cyber-services and Virtual Organizations; and Learning and Workforce Development. Among NSF’s goals and strategies laid out in this vision document are a set of software centric directives:

· Support the development and maintenance of robust systems software, programming tools, and programming environments needed to close the growing gap between peak performance and sustained performance on actual research codes, and to make the use of HPC systems, as well as novel architectures, more productive and more accessible. 

· Support state-of-the-art software innovation in data management and distribution systems, including digital libraries, repositories and archives, as well as educational environments that are expected to contribute to many of the scientific breakthroughs of the 21st century. 

· Support the continued development, expansion, hardening and maintenance of end-to-end software systems – user interfaces, workflow engines, data management, analysis and visualization tools, collaborative tools, and other software integrated into complete science and engineering systems and organizations via middleware – to bring the full power of a national cyberinfrastructure to communities of scientists and engineers. 

These tenets form the basis for NSF’s program in Software Development for Cyberinfrastructure (SDCI) and leads to three focus areas for SDCI: software for HPC systems; software for digital data management; and middleware supporting the formation and operation of virtual organizations.

The FY2007 SDCI solicitation supports the development and maintenance of software for: HPC systems in the areas of debugging, fault tolerance, and performance tuning; digital data in the areas of documentation, protection, and reliable preservation; and middleware in the areas of cybersecurity, workflow, instrument support, monitoring, testing, and user interfaces and portals.

Each proposal should clearly identify and justify the focus area to which it is being submitted, as described in the proposal preparation instructions.
Only one proposal allowed per PI or Co-PI

Proposers may opt to submit proposals in response to this Program Solicitation via Grants.gov or via the NSF FastLane system.
Proposal deadline is January 22, 2007

http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf07503

Technology Development for Biomedical Applications (R21)

The purpose of this Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) is to invite innovative applications for (1) the development of new and improved instruments or devices, (2) the development of new methodologies using existing instruments, or (3) the development of software related to instrumentation. Any of these projects should propose tools, methodologies, or software that can be used by a wide range of biomedical or clinical researchers. Projects that are focused on a specific organ or disease will be withdrawn without review; however, proposals may use a specific organ or disease as a model system to test the new device or technology. Applicants with questions about the suitability of a potential application are encouraged to contact program staff. 

The proposed research may involve conceptualization, design, fabrication, and/or testing of new instruments or devices. Applications to develop new experimental techniques and protocols using existing instrumentation are also welcome. Applications to develop new software related to instrumentation are encouraged, with the exception of proposals with a primary focus in the area of medical informatics. The overall objective of applications for new instruments, techniques, or software should be the development of more powerful and more precise technology with broad applicability to biomedical research. The primary intent of this FOA is to stimulate the development of new techniques for biomedical research that will allow scientists to achieve biomedical breakthroughs. 

Examples of new tools and techniques that are responsive to this FOA include optical spectroscopy, mass spectrometry, electrophoresis and other separation techniques, microscopy, lasers and optics, X-ray tools and techniques, nuclear magnetic resonance spectroscopy, bioreactors and other forms of cell culture, centrifugation, proteomics, genomic sequencing, functional genomics, comparative genomics, microarrays, and human sequence variation (e.g., genotyping). This list is not exhaustive, but investigators outside of these areas are strongly encouraged to contact program staff to ensure that their applications are responsive. 

This FOA will use the NIH Exploratory/Developmental Research Grant (R21) award mechanism. NCRR intends to commit approximately $1 million dollars in FY 2008 to fund five to eight new grants in response to this FOA. An applicant may request a project period of up to three years and may request up to $125,000 (direct costs) each year.
Proposal deadline is January 26, 2007.

 http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-RR-06-004.html
Computer Systems Research (CRS)

The Computer Systems Research (CSR) program supports innovative research and education projects that have the potential to:

· lead to significant improvements in computer systems by increasing our fundamental understanding of them; 

· address challenges raised by new technologies or system requirements; 

· lead to systems software that is quantifiably more reliable, easier to use, and/or more efficient; and 

· produce innovative curricula or educational materials that better prepare the next generation of computing professionals. 

The CSR program also supports projects that expand the capabilities of computer systems by exploiting the potential of new technologies or by developing innovative new ways to use existing technologies.  CSR-funded projects will strive to make significant progress on challenging high-impact problems, as opposed to incremental progress on familiar problems.  To be successful, CSR proposals must have credible plans for demonstrating the utility and potential impact of the proposed work.

The CSR program is partitioned into two parts:

· CORE areas - to support traditional CSR research and education topics.  CSR core areas are: Embedded and Hybrid Systems (EHS); Parallel and Distributed Operating Systems (PDOS); Advanced Execution Systems (AES); and Systems Modeling and Analysis (SMA).  Awards in the core areas may take one of two forms: 

1. Single Investigator and Small Group awards. These awards will include one or two PIs, with budgets of up to $800,000 total, and award durations of two or three years. The estimated average award size is $450,000. 

2. Team awards.  These awards will include three or more PIs, with budgets of up to $1,500,000 total, and award durations of three or four years. The estimated average award size is $900,000. 

· THEMATIC areas - to stimulate research and education in topics that are considered timely and of emerging importance.  Specific thematic areas may change from year to year.  In FY 2007, the thematic areas are: Cross-Systems Integration (CSI); Virtualization for Configuration Management (VCM); and, Cyber Physical Systems (CPS).  Awards in the thematic areas will be smaller by design, with funding levels ranging from $200,000 to $400,000 total, and with award durations of one or two years. 

On occasion, the CSR program will accept proposals for workshops and Small Grants for Exploratory Research (SGERs). These proposals may be submitted on or before the deadline for this solicitation under the conditions described herein, or they may be submitted at any other time in accordance with GPG guidelines.  However, prior to submission of any workshop or SGER proposal, a PI must discuss their interests with a CSR Program Officer before submitting the proposal. Additional information about SGER proposals can be found in Section II.D.1. of the NSF Grant Proposal Guide (GPG).
Proposers may opt to submit proposals in response to this Program Solicitation via Grants.gov or via the NSF FastLane system.
Proposal deadline is January 17, 2007.

http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf07504
Science of Design Software-Intensive Systems

The Science of Design (SoD) Program at NSF solicits proposals for projects that will bring creative, scientific advances to the design of software artifacts and systems. Design is a topic of great interest in many fields; the goal of the SoD Program is to advance design research and education to meet the critical software design challenges of the 21st century. The objective of the program is to bring new paradigms, concepts, approaches, models, and theories into the development of a strong intellectual foundation for software design, which will ultimately improve the processes of constructing, evaluating, and modifying software-intensive systems. This body of knowledge needs to be intellectually rigorous, formalized where appropriate, supported by empirical evidence where possible, open to creative, artistic expression, and above all, teachable.

Future software-intensive systems will be vastly different from those in use today. Revolutionary advances in hardware, networking, and human interface technologies will require entirely new ways of thinking about how software systems are conceptualized, built, understood, and evaluated. As we envision the future of complex distributed computing environments, innovative research is needed to provide the scientific foundations for managing issues of complexity, quality, cost, and human intellectual control of software design and development. To these ends, importing and adapting ideas from other design fields (engineering, biology, architecture, economics, and the arts, for example) are encouraged. Similarly, it is critical that software design researchers work across different areas within computer science to insure that design includes the interdependencies of software with other systems artifacts, such as complex data structures and data repositories. Thus, continuations of current lines of research or research to incrementally extend current software design methods are unlikely to be competitive in this solicitation.

While proposals from individual researchers will be considered by the SoD program, this year the program's focus will be on interdisciplinary team projects. Each proposal should provide a convincing argument that the proposed research is innovative and unique in its contribution to the Science of Design discipline, including careful reference to the literature. Selected projects will be funded for durations and at levels commensurate with the size of the team and the nature of the research. Larger projects typically will be funded for up to 3 years at levels of up to $300,000 per year. Investigators who wish to submit proposals that exceed these parameters must receive prior permission to do so from an SoD program officer.

Only one proposal allowed per PI or Co-PI
Proposers may opt to submit proposals in response to this Program Solicitation via Grants.gov or via the NSF FastLane system.
Proposal deadline is February 7, 2007.

http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf07505
visual arts

The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts Grants

Grants are made on a project basis to curatorial programs at museums, artists' organizations and other cultural institutions to originate innovative and scholarly presentations of contemporary visual arts. Projects may include exhibitions, catalogues and other organizational activities directly related to these areas. 

The program also supports the creation of new work through regranting initiatives and artist-in- residence programs. The work of choreographers and performing artists occasionally is funded when the visual arts are an inherent element of a production. The Foundation also supports efforts to strengthen areas that directly affect the context in which artists work -- such as freedom of artistic expression and equitable access to resources. 

Past grants have ranged from $30,000 to $100,000.
Proposal deadline is March 1, 2007. 
http://www.warholfoundation.org/guidelns.htm
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