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Announcements
Welcome to the Faculty

We welcome all the new faculty joining FGCU this semester.  Please contact ORSP via phone, e-mail, or personal visit if you have any questions about applying for grants.  

Dr. Thomas J. Roberts, Associate Vice President for Research
590-7021

Mr. Lou Kirk, Assistant Director
590-7022

Ms. Kay Hubbard, Compliance Monitor Specialist
590-7549

Ms. Donna Stremke, Grants Specialist Supervisor
590-7029

Ms. Beth Rieger, Pre Award Grants Specialist
590-7027

Ms. Lucia Soria, Grants Assistant
590-7020
ORSP Website

The Office of Research and Sponsored Programs’ website, http://www.fgcu.edu/orsp, provides easy access to the forms, announcements, and other useful materials pertaining to research and sponsored programs at FGCU.  We would like to include links to websites associated with the many externally funded projects currently active.  Send the URLs to dstremke@fgcu.edu and the link will be added to ORSP’s site. 
Have You Completed Your GENIUS/SMARTS Profile in Info Ed?  

In order to process your proposals, ORSP needs a GENIUS/SMARTS investigator profile on file in our web-based database system.  To edit a Genius profile click on 

http://fgcu-mako.primary.ad.fgcu.edu/ 

· Click on “Login”;  

· Click on “Profile”;

· Proceed to edit the information contained in your profile.  Please select keywords that describe your research interests.  For further assistance or if you any questions about these InfoEd products please contact Lucia Soria at asoria@fgcu.edu.  
Find Funding at Your Convenience

If you have a GENIUS/SMARTS profile, you can search InfoEd’s SPIN Plus from your office computer to find funding. Call Lucia in the ORSP office at ext.7020 to send you instructions.  You can also search the Grants.gov web site for all federal funding opportunities.  See www.grants.gov.  
ORSP Program:  Student Travel Awards

The Office of Research and Sponsored Programs supports enrolled FGCU students by providing funds on a first-come, first-serve basis so they can present their scholarly works at conferences.   ORSP staff will assist the students with the necessary paperwork, both before and after the travel. Within 30 days of travel completion, all awardees are required to submit a one-page report to ORSP describing the benefit of the award and the overall experience. Awardees will be required to participate in the ORSP Research Day event on April 20, 2007.  See the complete guidelines and application form at: http://www.fgcu.edu/orsp/internalPrograms.html 
ORSP Program:  Faculty Travel Awards
The Office of Research and Sponsored Programs provides travel awards up to $1,000 for faculty to attend technical workshops or other related activity that may lead to new funding from external sources. The travel must be for the purpose of increasing chances of obtaining a grant and a proposal must be submitted through ORSP as a result of the travel. The application package consists of the following items:  a 50-100 word abstract of the proposed project; information regarding the technical workshop or the specific purpose of the trip; and an estimated budget for travel expenses.  Complete guidelines and application are available from ORSP’s office and the web page at: 

http://www.fgcu.edu/orsp/internalPrograms.html

Grants.gov at FGCU
The Federal government will soon require all grants to be submitted through Grants.gov. ORSP has completed the credential process and is accustomed to using Grants.gov on a regular basis. For your convenience, the Grants.gov instructions are located on the marlin_share drive/Research and Sp Prog/Grants.gov.  The Grants.gov icon is shown next to this month’s Funding Announcements that require this submission process.

If you wish to apply for a grant, ORSP will send you the instruction manual and the downloaded application forms with the institutional information already entered. Please contact Beth Rieger at brieger@fgcu.edu to assist you in setting up your budget and completing your proposal/application package.  If ORSP has assisted you with creating our Internal Budget, we will enter the budget information into the sponsor’s budget form for you and provide you with a copy to assist you in preparing the budget justification.  
ORSP needs to receive your completed proposal package three business days before the submission deadline. We ensure all the required forms are attached and that your proposal is compliant with the specifications outlined in the RFP/RFA. Remember that additional forms, releases, and contracts may be required so make sure you allow enough time for these documents to be prepared.  If ORSP receives the completed proposal with less than the two business days’ lead time, we cannot guarantee that the proposal will be submitted.  
Council on Undergraduate Research

The Council on Undergraduate Research (CUR) and its affiliated colleges, universities, and individuals share a focus on providing undergraduate research opportunities for faculty and students at predominantly undergraduate institutions.  CUR has initiated a Registry of Undergraduate Researchers to facilitate matchmaking between undergraduates with research experience and a desire to pursue an advanced degree, and graduate schools seeking high quality students who are well prepared for research.  The Registry is open to students and graduate schools/employers in the fields of Astronomy, Chemistry, Biochemistry, Biology, Physics, Mathematics, Computer Science, Geosciences, Engineering, Psychology, Sociology, and Anthropology/Archaeology. The registry is free of charge to students.  http://www.cur.org
[image: image1.wmf]
CONGRATULATION$

Awards during December 2006:

	College of Education
	
	
	

	SULLIVAN, Peg
	FL DOE
	State Personnel Development Grant (SPDG)
	 $133,123.00 


Submitted Proposals during December 2006:
	College of Arts and Science

	PIRES, Ricky
	SFWMD
	Wings of Hope 2007
	 $40,000.00 

	FITCH, John
	EPA
	Monitoring Sustainable Affordable Housing
	   $9,985.00

	DEMERS, Nora
	Monsanto Fund
	Development of An Online General Education Biology Course with Emphasis on Science, Technology and Society Literacy
	  $47,315.00 

	College of Business
	
	

	VILLIERS, Claude
	University Transportation Research Center - Region II
	Identification of Source of Rutting in a Flexible pavement System
	       $35,073.00 

	SWEENEY, James
	National Instruments
	An Integrated Data Acquisition, Control and Simulation Platform for Curricular Wide Studio-Based Instruction in Bioengineering
	         $6,727.00 

	Academic and Media Technology Services
	
	

	DAVEY, Kathleen

Sklodowski, Paula
	Outreach Extensions (Sony & CPB)
	It's a Big Big World II
	         $4,000.00 

	DAVEY, Kathleen

Sklodowski, Paula
	Educational Adventures Foundation
	Danger Rangers
	       $15,000.00 


FUNDING OPPORTUNITIE$ 
academic/industrial consortium

Industry/University Cooperative Research Centers Program (I/UCRC)

The National Science Foundation’s (NSF) Industry/University Cooperative Research Centers (I/UCRC) program develops long-term partnerships among industry, academe and government. The centers are catalyzed by a small investment from NSF and are primarily supported by industry center members, with NSF taking a supporting role in their development and evolution. Each center is established to conduct research that is of interest to both the industry and the center. An I/UCRC contributes to the Nation’s research infrastructure base and enhances the intellectual capacity of the engineering and science workforce through the integration of research and education. 

A Center can be composed of one or more institutions with one Industrial Advisory Board (IAB) reviewing all the researchers` activities. Multi-institution centers are encouraged because they provide a broader research base that readily addresses industry’s research needs. 

The phases for I/UCRC Program funding are described below. All phases are required for all prospective centers. 

1. Letter of Intent - A letter of intent describing the proposed center must be submitted to NSF for internal review. The letter of intent must be approved by an I/UCRC program director before a proposal for a planning grant award will be accepted. The proposed centers are considered potentially viable when they: 

· Fit within the industry and university collaborative scope; 

· Are economically important to the research area; 

· Do not significantly duplicate the research focus of other I/UCRCs; and 

· Former I/UCRC sites may not reform into a new I/UCRC with the same research focus or scope.

2. Planning Grant Proposal - A planning grant supplies funds to study the feasibility of developing the industry and university interaction necessary to establish and support a center. As part of this study, it is a requirement that a meeting be held that brings together potential members to explore opportunities and establish a research plan that fits their needs. Planning grant proposals will be reviewed competitively by a panel. Planning grants are $10,000 for an 18-month duration. 

3. Center Proposal - The NSF support is intended to simply augment support for administration of the center. The initial I/UCRC continuing award to a center has a potential duration of five years. It may be extended for an additional period of up to five years following a successful renewal review guided by peer evaluation and a favorable recommendation by the NSF program director. Annual renewal reviews look for sufficient meritorious achievement and success at maintaining leverage of NSF support. Support is also available for additional institutions to join an existing or proposed center in the I/UCRC Program. 
Each institution is limited to a maximum of two single institution I/UCRC awards. Institutions which currently have two single institution awards are not eligible to submit another single institution proposal. There is no limit on the number of proposals that may be submitted when collaborating with another institution. It is permissible for an institution to have two single institution center awards and also submit a proposal to be a site in a multi-institutional center. 

Deadlines for required Letters of Intent are JANUARY 19, 2007, and June 29, 2007 (thereafter, the first Friday in January and the fourth Friday in July, respectively). Planning Grants and Full Center Proposals are due MARCH 30, 2007 and September 28, 2007 (thereafter, the fourth Friday in March and September, respectively). 
Proposers may opt to submit proposals in response to this Program Solicitation via Grants.gov or via the NSF FastLane system. 

http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2007/nsf07537/nsf07537.htm
biology
Nanoscience and Nanotechnology in Biology and Medicine
Nanoscience and nanotechnology refer to the understanding and control of matter at the atomic, molecular or macromolecular levels, at the length scale of approximately 1 - 100 nanometers. The purpose of this funding opportunity is to stimulate nanoscience and nanotechnology research approaches that have the potential to make valuable contributions to biology and medicine. Nanoscience and nanotechnology can bring fundamental changes to the study and understanding of biological processes in health and disease, as well as enable novel diagnostics and interventions for treating disease. Thus, advances based on nanotechnology and nanoscience could result in a new era in healthcare. 

Nanotechnology can be used to design multi- functional and multi-analyte diagnostic systems that not only define early stage changes or progression to a disease state, but also allow the identification of unique biological molecules, chemicals and structures not addressable by current assays. Nascent nanotechnology-based imaging technologies for inflammation, metastasis, angiogenesis are emerging. In addition, nanotechnology and nanoscience offer new opportunities in the treatment and management of diseases and traumatic injuries. Nanoscale multifunctional materials, capitalizing on progress in genomics and proteomics, allow targeted delivery of molecular therapies with enhanced efficacy. 

To achieve these goals, significant progress must be made in the study of biological systems at the nanoscale. While parallel efforts in molecular biology have identified a vast number of genes and proteins integral to biological processes, the manner in which these biological building blocks and processes integrate or assemble and how these processes can be constructively modified is still a mystery. An important challenge for the field is to determine the “assembly instructions” for a cell and then to implement these instructions to generate synthetic cellular components at the nanoscale. 

Participating NIH institutes and centers have identified areas of nanoscience and nanotechnology research in specific focus areas. Examples from each of the NIH ICs of research topics that would be of interest for this FOA are listed in the program announcement. Applicants should contact the participating IC to discuss the programmatic relevance of their research to the qualities listed in the program announcement and to the IC`s mission. 

This Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) will use the NIH Exploratory/Developmental Research Grant Award (R21) and the traditional research project grant (R01) mechanism. R21 applications may request a project period of up to two years with a combined budget for direct costs of up to $275,000 for the two-year period. Because the nature and scope of the proposed research will vary from application to application, it is anticipated that the size and duration of each R01 award will also vary. The total project period for an R01 application may not exceed five years. 

Proposal deadline is February 20, 2007.

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-07-270.html
biomedical

Collaborations with National Centers for Biomedical Computing

This PAR is for projects from individual- investigators or small groups to collaborate with the recently-formed NIH Roadmap for Medical Research National Centers for Biomedical Computing (NCBCs). The intention of the collaborating projects is to engage researchers across the nation in building an excellent biomedical computing environment, using the computational tools and biological and behavioral application drivers of the funded NCBCs as foundation stones. 

There are several major goals of the collaborations to be supported by this announcement: 

· The collaborations ensure that every NIH NCBC is working on tools that are useful to the broad community supported by NIH. 

· The collaborations provide a way to provide biomedical or behavioral researchers access to cutting edge expertise and technology in computer science. 

· The collaborations provide a mechanism for individuals and teams with relevant expertise to contribute to building the biomedical computing environment for the nation. 

Individual applicant investigators must work closely with an NIH NCBC in developing their application. A letter of support from the PI of the collaborating NIH NCBC is required for each application. 

This funding opportunity will use the R01 and the R21 award mechanisms. Direct costs are limited to $275,000 over an R21 two-year period, with no more than $200,000 in direct costs allowed in any single year. Because the nature and scope of the proposed research will vary from application to application, it is anticipated that the size and duration of each R01 award will also vary. The total amount awarded and the number of awards will depend upon the quality, duration, and costs of the applications received. 
Proposal deadline is February 15, 2007.

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-07-249.html
early CHILDHOOD development
The Science and Ecology of Early Development (SEED)

This Program Announcement (PA invites research grant applications that seek to develop a comprehensive program of research focused on the mechanisms through which social, economic, cultural, and community-level factors, and their interactions, impact the early cognitive, neurobiological, socio- emotional, and physical development of children. Understanding the influence of these mechanisms is especially important for understanding the impact of public policies on the development of children at whom (or at whose families) these policies are often specifically targeted, notably children living in poverty or near the federal poverty line. Areas of particular relevance within public policy include childcare, early childhood education, welfare reform, tax, social services, and family/work policies, as all of these shape the life experiences of children in poverty. Thus, a goal is for the research to develop data that would bear directly on these areas and might thereby inform policies that impact child development, whether or not child development is the explicit focus of those policies. 

Specifically, this initiative encourages research that: (1) is multidisciplinary or interdisciplinary; (2) uses existing sources of data and/or justifies new data collection efforts; (3) uses longitudinal, experimental, or comparative designs; and (4) has relevance for public policy, particularly in the areas of childcare, early childhood and primary/secondary education, welfare reform, tax reform, social services, and family/work policies. Populations of interest include diverse children of all ages, with a focus on understanding how the ecological context in which children in poverty grow up influences early development in the short term, or long-term trajectories stemming from early development. Outcomes of interest include cognitive, socio-emotional (e.g., temperament, behavior, character development, interpersonal relations), and physical development and trajectories. 

This PA will use the NIH Research Project Grant (R01) and Small Grant (R03) award mechanisms. Applicants for the Small Grant program may request direct costs up to $50,000 per year and a project duration of up to two years, for a maximum of $100,000 direct costs over a two-year project period. Because the nature and scope of the proposed research will vary from application to application, it is anticipated that the size and duration of each R01 award will also vary.
Proposal deadline is February 5, 2007.

 http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-06-345.html
Head Start University Partnership Research Grants: English Language Learners (ELLs) in Head Start and Early Head Start Programs

The Administration for Children and Families (ACF) announces that funds are provided for Head Start University Partnership Research Grants: English Language Learners (ELLs) in Head Start and Early Head Start Programs. These grants fund research activities that build the knowledge base and/or develop assessments, curricula, and/or interventions for ELLs within the Head Start program. 

Funds available under this announcement will support research that demonstrates the potential to improve Head Start policies and practices, increasing the effectiveness of services to ELLs (ages zero to five) and their families. 

There are three specific research priority areas that interest the Office of Head Start for this year’s Head Start University Partnership Research Grants: ELLs (ELLs) in Head Start Programs. Applicants must focus on one of these priority areas: 

Priority 1: Development and/or evaluation of curricula/interventions (i.e., Dual Language classroom curriculum, teacher training, parent outreach) for ELLs and their families. It is anticipated that 1-3 awards of up to $100,000 per budget period will be made for project periods of 36 months. 

Priority 2: Development and/or evaluation of assessment instruments (i.e., screening; achievement; cognitive; socio-emotional; health; parenting; home environment) for ELLs and their families. It is anticipated that 1-3 awards of up to $100,000 per budget period will be made for project periods of 36 months. 

Priority 3: Research regarding the linkages between language, culture and school readiness, when such linkages will inform Head Start Programs regarding effective services and policies for ELLs and their families (i.e., variations in family attitudes towards second language development; understanding of preschool dual language development). It is anticipated that 1-4 awards of up to $100,000 per budget period will be made for project periods of 36 months. 
Eligible applicants include universities, four-year colleges, and non-profit institutions that apply on behalf of a researcher or researchers who hold a doctorate degrees or equivalent in their respective fields. Applicant organizations may submit more than one application (on behalf of different projects and Primary Investigators). Applicant organizations apply on behalf of the Principal Investigator(s), who must have earned a doctorate or equivalent in the relevant field, conduct research as a primary professional responsibility, and have first or second author publications in peer-reviewed research journals. Primary Investigators should submit only one application. If more than one application is received from a Primary Investigator, he/she will be contacted in order to identify the single application that will continue through the review process. 

Applicants are strongly encouraged to submit a Letter of Intent by March 5, 2007. Full applications are due May 3, 2007. 

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/grants/open/HHS-2007-ACF-OPRE-YF-0070.html#part_3_3
ENVIRONMENTAL
Call for Proposals 2008-2009 Biennial Core Program
Florida Sea Grant College Program Priorities and Funding Opportunities for 2008-2009 are now available at the Florida Sea Grant website http://flseagrant.ifas.ufl.edu/CallForProposals/index.htm . The information describes for faculty how to apply for Florida Sea Grant funding for two-year projects beginning February 1, 2008. It provides an overview of the Florida Sea Grant proposal and review process, defines priority areas, and presents guidelines for preparing and submitting Statements of Interest. The due date for Statements of Interest is 4 p.m. FEBRUARY 21, 2007. 

Statements of Interest proposing two-year coastal research project proposals are invited. Priority areas are aquaculture, biotechnology, ecosystem health, seafood safety, fisheries, coastal hazards and waterfront communities. The maximum annual Sea Grant award is $80,000 and 50% match is required. 

Faculty at Florida institutions of higher education or non-agency, non-profit marine research laboratories may apply. Investigators "new" to Sea Grant are encouraged to apply. Faculty may participate in a maximum of two Statements of Interest. Being listed as either Principal Investigator, Co-Principal Investigator or Associate Investigator counts as participation. 

For 2006-2007 Florida Sea Grant received 76 Statements of Interest and invited 31 full proposals for review. Of the full proposals received, 14 were funded. 

http://flseagrant.ifas.ufl.edu/CallForProposals/index.htm
Health care
AHRQ Small Research Grant Program

The mission of AHRQ is to improve the quality, safety, efficiency, and effectiveness of health care for all Americans. This funding opportunity announcement (FOA) issued by AHRQ supports Small Research Grant (R03) applications. The R03 grant mechanism supports different types of health services research projects including pilot and feasibility studies; secondary analysis of existing data; small, self-contained research projects; development of research methodology; and, development of new research technology. 

The current priority areas of AHRQ include: 

· Translating Research into Practice and Policy 

· Patient Safety and Quality 

· Patient-Centered Care 

· Payment and Organization 

Applicants are strongly encouraged to address health services research issues critical to AHRQ priority populations, including: individuals living in inner city and rural (including frontier) areas; low- income and minority groups; women, children, and the elderly; and individuals with special health care needs, including those with disabilities and those who need chronic or end-of-life health care. 

The mechanism of support will use the small research grant (R03). Projects may not exceed $100,000 in total costs. Grant support will normally not exceed 24 months. 

Proposal deadline is March 24, 2007.

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-06-448.html
Improving Diet and Physical Activity Assessment

This funding opportunity is aimed at advancing the quality of measurements of dietary intake and physical activity pertinent to cancer and/or other pathologies through supporting research on improved instruments, technologies, and/or statistical/analytical techniques. Research plans in the grant applications should be aimed at optimizing the combined use of objective and self-report measures of physical activity and/or dietary intake for testing in both general and diverse populations. 

Applicants responding to this FOA, which uses the R01 grant mechanism, should have already tested and validated new approaches and have obtained feasibility data in the context of cancer or other relevant diseases. Applicants without sufficiently extensive preliminary data or those who wish to explore the utility of new untested dietary or physical activity assessment methods in pilot studies are advised to consider submitting applications under the parallel FOA, PAR-06-103, which uses the Exploratory/Developmental Grant (R21) award mechanism. 

Specifically, this funding opportunity is intended to support innovative research focused on assessments of dietary and physical activity patterns, not on the determinants of these behaviors. Potential topics include, but are not limited to: 

· Refine, and test methods of diet or physical activity assessments for use in population surveillance, epidemiological studies, and/or behavioral interventions within general populations, socio-culturally diverse populations, low-literacy respondents, and/or specific age groups. 

· Develop or refine innovative methods to improve respondent self-report of diet or physical activity behavior. Potential areas include non-standardized questionnaire administration, or use of life event history calendars or other recall cues to enhance retrieval of relevant information. 

· Conduct validation or testing of existing instruments to assess utility in diverse populations. 

· Develop or refine innovative methods to improve underreporting of energy intake among obese and overweight individuals. 

· Identify factors leading to misreporting on dietary or physical activity assessment instruments. 

· Develop, refine, and test analytic or statistical methods to address measurement errors in the collection of dietary and/or supplement intake data and/or physical activity data. 

· Improve methods for measuring the type of physical activity (resistance vs. aerobic) and its amount (frequency, intensity, duration), the energy cost associated with physical activity, energy intake, and energy balance. 

· Improve methods for assessing intake of particular types of food constituents, such as fat subtypes and phytochemicals. 

· Validate methods for measuring dietary and/or supplement intake or physical activity using appropriate reference instruments, including biomarkers, objective measures, or physiologic outcomes such as strength and fitness. 

· Develop or refine new technologies for the measurement of dietary intake and/or supplement intake or physical activity. 

· Conduct cognitive testing of self-reported dietary or physical activity instruments to assess respondents` abilities to answer questions, particularly in population subgroups. 

· Explore psychometric properties of instruments so that questionnaire items can be developed for various groups, compared using the same metric, or be administered with innovative approaches such as computer adaptive testing methodologies. 

· Explore the potential of ecological momentary analysis (EMA) techniques in the assessment of the complex, periodic behaviors of dietary intake and physical activity. 

· Develop and test new methods for accurate assessment in normal elderly and elderly with cognitive impairment or dementing diseases, which might result in difficulty remembering details of dietary intake and physical activity. 

This FOA will use the NIH Research Project Grant (R01) award mechanism. Because the nature and scope of the proposed research will vary from application to application, it is anticipated that the size and duration of each award will also vary. 
Proposal deadline is February 5, 2007

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-07-259.html
Advanced Education Nursing Traineeship 

Grants are awarded to eligible institutions to provide financial support through traineeships for registered nurses enrolled in advanced education nursing programs to prepare nurse practitioners, clinical nurse specialists, nurse midwives, nurse anesthetists, nurse administrators, nurse educators, public health nurses and nurses in other specialties requiring advanced education. The traineeship program is a formula program so all approved applicants will receive funds. 
Proposal deadline is February 9, 2007.

http://www.grants.gov/search/search.do?mode=VIEW&oppId=11953
Ground-Based Studies for Human Health in Space

The National Space Biomedical Research Institute (NSBRI) is a non-profit organization competitively- selected by NASA that uses an integrated team approach to advance biomedical research and countermeasure development. The Institute works in partnership with NASA. Research and development are conducted primarily at Countermeasure Readiness Levels 3-7, with the goal of ensuring safe and productive long-term human exploration of space. Proposals that lead to the development of operationally relevant countermeasures in high- priority areas on the Bioastronautics Roadmap (BR) are encouraged. 

This NSBRI Request for Applications solicits ground- based proposals addressing one of nine research emphases: 

1. Bone Loss
2. Cardiovascular Alterations
3. Human Performance Factors, Sleep and Chronobiology
4. Muscle Alterations and Atrophy
5. Neurobehavioral and Psychosocial Factors
6. Nutrition, Physical Fitness and Rehabilitation
7. Sensorimotor Adaptation
8. Smart Medical Systems
9. Technology Development

Proposals that impact more than one emphasis should be directed to one primary research area, although a secondary research area may be designated if the proposal has significant overlap with that area. Studies using integrated methods are encouraged. Proposals that synergistically bridge multiple disciplines for the purpose of modeling the effects of microgravity on the human body to aid in the development and testing of countermeasures, or proposals to develop technologies that enable research in one or more NSBRI research area(s), and are potentially applicable for flight, are strongly encouraged. Applications that incorporate innovative bioinformatics approaches to acquisition and assessment of biomedical data are also invited. 

Proposals will be solicited using a two-step process. Step-1 proposals must be electronically submitted by 5 PM ET, February 2, 2007. Step-2 proposals will be accepted from invited Step- 1 proposers only. Investigators who receive invitations for a Step-2 proposal will be notified no later than February 20, 2007. All Step-2 proposals must be completed and electronically submitted by 5 PM ET, April 12, 2007, to be considered for funding. 

Selected proposals will be funded as research grants in one-year increments for activities lasting up to four years. The anticipated start date for proposals selected in response to this RFA is no earlier than August 2007. NSBRI awards require a cost-sharing arrangement with all non-government entities consisting of an augmentation of at least 10% of the total annual NSBRI award. This contribution should not be identified in the submitted project budget but will be requested at the time the institutional award is made. The total annual cost (direct and indirect costs) for ground research cannot exceed $450,000. 
http://www.nsbri.org/Announcements/NSBRI-RFA-07-01.html
interdisciplinary PROGRAMS
Interdisciplinary Training for Undergraduates in Biological and Mathematical Sciences (UBM)

The goal of the Undergraduate Biology and Mathematics (UBM) activity is to enhance undergraduate education and training at the intersection of the biological and mathematical sciences and to better prepare undergraduate biology or mathematics students to pursue graduate study and careers in fields that integrate the mathematical and biological sciences. The core of the activity is long-term research experiences for interdisciplinary balanced teams of at least two undergraduates. Projects should focus on research at the intersection of the mathematical and biological sciences. Projects should provide students exposure to contemporary mathematics and biology, addressed with modern research tools and methods. That is, projects must be genuine research experiences rather than rehearsals of research methods. Projects must involve students from both areas in collaborative research experiences and include joint mentorship by faculty in both fields. In addition, it is expected that projects will strengthen the research and education capacity, infrastructure, and culture of the participating institutions. To this end, projects should create models for education in the mathematical and biological sciences and influence the direction of academic programs for a broad range of students. UBM is a joint effort of the Education and Human Resources (EHR), Biological Sciences (BIO), and Mathematical and Physical Sciences (MPS) Directorates at the National Science Foundation (NSF).

UBM provides opportunities for funding of undergraduate education and training efforts that integrate the biological sciences and mathematical sciences. Such efforts are expected to:

· Be grounded in research activities involving both mathematical and biological sciences; 

· Connect to regular academic studies, influencing the direction of academic programs for a broad range of students; 

· Involve students from both areas in significant research experiences that connect to research at the intersection of the disciplines; and 

· Show commitment to joint mentorship by faculty in both fields. 

Research activities should focus on areas funded by the Division for Mathematical Sciences and the Directorate for Biological Sciences. NSF does not normally support bioscience research with disease-related goals, including work on the etiology, diagnosis or treatment of physical or mental disease, abnormality, or malfunction in human beings or animals. Within this context, there is room for a variety of activities, ranging from undergraduate research participation, through curriculum and faculty development, as well as internships outside the academic institution.

Proposals may be of either large scope (Institutional projects) or small scope (Group projects). 
INSTITUTIONAL PROJECTS
Institutional projects are expected to be of five years duration, should assemble a diverse team of senior personnel, and in addition to research experiences and mentoring should address institutional curricular change that broadly engages the biological and mathematical sciences. These long-term projects will be reviewed in the third year and continuation of funding in years four and five will depend on a successful outcome.

Projects must include:

· Student involvement in original research at the intersection of the biological and mathematical sciences; 

· Annual recruitment of students organized into multiple teams. Each team should consist of at least two students, and include a balance of students from the mathematical and biological sciences, working and learning together; 

· Annual cohorts of no fewer than eight students; 

· Long-term involvement of each student with project activities - more than a semester or a summer - to provide immersion, intense involvement in research, and mutual reinforcement between the research and classroom activities; 

· Extensive, interdisciplinary mentoring, conducted jointly by faculty from each discipline; 

· A diversity of students with attention to ethnic and gender diversity; 

· Use of program models to motivate curriculum changes and faculty development; 

· The ability to affect programs and students beyond those directly involved in the project; and 

· A plan to monitor and assess student and programmatic outcomes. 

GROUP PROJECTS
Group projects are expected to be of three years duration, and should emphasize joint mentoring and research experiences for undergraduate students at the interface of biological and mathematical science.

Projects must include:

· Student involvement in original research at the intersection of the biological and mathematical sciences; 

· Annual recruitment of students organized into multiple teams. Each team should consist of at least two students, and include a balance of students from the mathematical and biological sciences, working and learning together; 

· Annual cohorts of no fewer than four students; 

· Long-term involvement of each student with project activities - more than a semester or a summer - to provide immersion, intense involvement in research, and mutual reinforcement between the research and classroom activities; 

· Extensive, interdisciplinary mentoring, conducted jointly by faculty from each discipline; 

· A diversity of students with attention to ethnic and gender diversity; and 

· A plan to monitor and assess student outcomes. 
ALL PROJECTS
UBM will include annual meetings of awardees to share information and encourage student/faculty exchanges among awardees. Opportunities for partnering across institutions and for developing international collaborations are welcome. Fieldwork may be appropriate. While the core of UBM research projects and educational activities is the intersection of the biological and mathematical sciences, it is open to projects that include other disciplines as appropriate such as the physical sciences, social sciences, computer sciences, and engineering. However, UBM funds can only be used for students or other personnel from the biological or mathematical sciences.
Dissemination of information about project outcomes to a broader audience is also important. UBM aims to create new models for approaches to interdisciplinary education and training. UBM projects should strengthen educational capacity, infrastructure, and culture at participating institutions, as reflected in the number and inclusiveness of participating mentors and students and the quality of their research experience. Educational culture is linked to campus resource investment and to the value placed on participation by mentors in the undergraduate research enterprise by the institution. Educational culture also embraces the fostering of student learning and professional development and an appreciation for the integration of research and education. UBM projects should contribute substantially to an enhanced and sustainable undergraduate educational enterprise that strengthens mathematical training or education for those students studying biology, and interdisciplinary training for those studying mathematics.

The program encourages collaborations that bring together biological and mathematical scientists from associate, baccalaureate, masters, or Ph.D. granting institutions, minority serving institutions, national and regional organizations, and that may involve industrial or government laboratories. 

Proposal deadline is April 4, 2007.

Proposers may opt to submit proposals in response to this Program Solicitation via Grants.gov or via the NSF FastLane system. 

http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2007/nsf07539/nsf07539.htm
Opportunities for Interdisciplinary Research

The Human Frontier Science Program (HFSP) supports international collaborations in basic research with emphasis placed on novel, innovative and interdisciplinary approaches to fundamental investigations in the life sciences. Applications are invited for grants to support projects on the theme of complex mechanisms of living organisms. 

The HFSP research grant program aims to stimulate novel, daring ideas by supporting collaborative research involving biologists together with scientists from other disciplines such as chemistry, physics, mathematics, computer science and engineering. Recent developments in the biological and physical sciences and new disciplines such as bioinformatics and nanoscience open up new approaches to understanding the complex mechanisms underlying biological functions in living organisms. Preliminary results are not required in research grant applications. Applicants are expected to develop new lines of research through the collaboration; projects must be distinct from applicants` other research funded by other sources. HFSP supports only international, collaborative teams, with an emphasis on encouraging scientists early in their careers. 

Research grants provide 3 years support for teams with 2-4 members, with not more than one member from any one country, unless more members are absolutely necessary for the interdisciplinary nature of the project, which is an essential selection criterion. Applicants may also establish a local interdisciplinary collaboration as a component of an international team. The principal applicant must be located in one of the member countries* but co- investiagors may be from any other country. Clear preference is given to intercontinental teams. 

Two types of grants are available: 

Young Investigators’ Grants are for teams of scientists who are all within 5 years of establishing an independent laboratory and within 10 years of obtaining their PhDs. 

Program Grants may be applied for by independent scientists at all stages of their careers, although the participation of younger scientists is especially encouraged. 

Successful teams will receive up to $450,000 per year for the whole team. 

* Current member countries include Australia, Canada, the European Union, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Switzerland, the United Kingdom and the United States. 

Applicants for research grants must first submit a letter of intent online. Applicants will need to register for a password by MARCH 22, 2007. The deadline for submission of Letters of Intent will be April 3, 2007.
 http://www.hfsp.org/how/appl_forms_RG.php?group=How
Nurse Anesthetist Traineeships 
Grants are awarded to eligible institutions for traineeships for licensed registered nurses enrolled as full-time students beyond the twelfth month of study in a Master's degree nurse anesthesia program. The traineeship program is a formula program so all approved applicants will be funded. 
Proposal deadline is February 9, 2007.

http://www.grants.gov/search/search.do?mode=VIEW&oppId=11955
space research & education
2007 Space Research & Education Grant Program
The purpose of the Space Research and Education Grant Grogram is to support the expansion and diversification of Florida’s aerospace industry by increasing statewide academic involvement in space research, technology development, engineering, education and training programs that are consistent with the state’s space industry priorities. 

Funding is intended to support research that will: (a) compete for larger sponsored research awards; (b) attract and leverage other federal or industry funding; (c) produce technologies that lead to commercial opportunities; (d) promote Florida leadership in emerging aerospace technologies; and/or (e) in other ways enhance the technological competitiveness of Florida universities and space industry. 

Grants are intended for faculty researchers from Florida’s public and private universities and community colleges. Other non-academic organizations are also eligible to receive grant awards, especially if their proposed projects include Florida academic involvement. 

Grants will be awarded within the following three broad categories: 
Spaceport & Range Technology Development - Approximate budget of $100,000; maximum estimated grant award of up to $25,000; estimate of 5 grants to be awarded. 
Space-Based Research & Payload Development - Approximate budget of $100,000; maximum estimated grant award of up to $25,000; estimate of 4-5 grants to be awarded. 
Space Education & Training Programs - Approximate budget of $50,000; maximum estimated grant award of up to $12,500; estimate of 4-5 grants to be awarded.
A Notice of Intent to apply and an Abstract of the proposed project are due JANUARY 31, 2007. Proposals are due March 2, 2007. 
http://fsgc.engr.ucf.edu/programs/fsregp/rfp.html
TEACHER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

National Professional Development Program

This program provides professional development activities intended to improve instruction for students with limited English proficiency (LEP) and assists education personnel working with such children to meet high professional standards. Grants are made to Institutions of Higher Education (IHEs) that have entered into consortium arrangements with SEAs or LEAs. Projects are designed to increase the pool of highly qualified teachers prepared to serve LEP students and increase the skills of teachers already serving them. 

Under this competition, applications that meet the following invitational priorities are of special interest. These priorities include: 

Invitational Priority #1. Projects designed to improve a teacher education program in order to better prepare all teachers to provide effective instruction to LEP students. In such projects, IHEs would collaborate with both an LEA and SEA on such activities as: (1) professional development to improve the ability of higher education faculty in preparing prospective teachers to teach LEP students, and (2) the development of teacher education curricula that (a) are aligned with State content standards and State English language proficiency standards (b) prepare all teacher candidates in an institution to provide instruction that accelerates LEP students` acquisition of language (including the acquisition of academic language skills), literacy, and content knowledge. 

Invitational Priority #2. Projects that conduct post-training assessment and collect post- training data on the effectiveness of program graduates and completers in order to determine the impact of the project on the academic achievement and English language development of LEP students in grades kindergarten through 12. 

Invitational Priority #3. Projects that support high-quality professional development for secondary content teachers to help these teachers improve academic achievement and literacy and language development of LEP students, including by preparing teachers to provide instruction that reflects aligned State English language proficiency standards and State content standards and assessments. 

Applications that meet these invitational priorities will not receive a competitive or absolute preference over other applications. 

It is estimated that approximately 148 awards ranging from $200,000 to $300,000 will be made for project periods of up to 60 months. 

(NOTE: The federal government requires that this program receive state clearinghouse review.)
Notice of Intent is due February 1, 2007. 
http://www.ed.gov/programs/nfdp/applicant.html
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