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Announcements
Grants.gov at FGCU
Soon every competitive proposal to the Federal government will be required to go through Grants.gov. ORSP has completed the credential process and has successfully submitted proposals through Grants.gov. Please contact our office as soon as you decide to submit a proposal through Grants.gov.  We will send you the instructions manual, download the application forms, and complete the institutional information for you.  Grants.gov instructions are located on the marlin_share drive/Research and Sp Prog/Grants.gov.  The Grants.gov icon next to a newsletter program indicates this submission system must be used for this proposal.  

ORSP Website

The Office of Research and Sponsored Programs’ website, http://www.fgcu.edu/orsp, provides easy access to the forms, announcements, and other useful materials pertaining to research and sponsored programs at FGCU.  The Newsletters can be found at http://www.fgcu.edu/orsp/funding_sources.html.  Send websites associated with your sponsored research to dstremke@fgcu.edu and the link will be added to ORSP’s site. 
Have You Completed Your GENIUS/SMARTS Profile in Info Ed?  

In order to process your proposals, ORSP needs a GENIUS/SMARTS investigator profile on file in our web-based database system.  

To edit a Genius profile click on http://fgcu-mako.primary.ad.fgcu.edu/ 

· Click on “Login”;  
· Click on “Profile”;
· Proceed to edit the information contained in your profile.
For further assistance or if you any questions about these Info Ed products please contact Lucia Soria at asoria@fgcu.edu.  
Find Funding at Your Convenience
If you are a GENIUS/SMARTS investigator you can search InfoEd’s SPIN Plus at home or office to find funding. Call Lucia in the ORSP office at ext.7020 to send you instructions.  You can also search the Grants.gov web site for all federal funding opportunities.  See www.grants.gov.  
Council on Undergraduate Research

The Council on Undergraduate Research (CUR) and its affiliated colleges, universities, and individuals share a focus on providing undergraduate research opportunities for faculty and students at predominantly undergraduate institutions.  CUR has initiated a Registry of Undergraduate Researchers to facilitate matchmaking between undergraduates with research experience and a desire to pursue an advanced degree, and graduate schools seeking high quality students who are well prepared for research.  The Registry is open to students and graduate schools/employers in the fields of Astronomy, Chemistry, Biochemistry, Biology, Physics, Mathematics, Computer Science, Geosciences, Engineering, Psychology, Sociology, and Anthropology/Archaeology. The registry is free of charge to students.  http://www.cur.org
ORSP Program:  Student Travel Awards
The Office of Research and Sponsored Programs supports enrolled FGCU students by providing funds on a first-come, first-serve basis so they can present their scholarly works at conferences.   ORSP staff will assist the students with the necessary paperwork. Within 30 days of travel completion, all awardees are required to submit a one-page report to ORSP describing the benefit of the award and the overall experience. Awardees will be required to participate in the ORSP Research Day event on April 20, 2007.  See the complete guidelines and application form at: http://www.fgcu.edu/orsp/internalPrograms.html 
ORSP Program:  Faculty Travel Awards
The Office of Research and Sponsored Programs provides travel awards up to $1,000 for faculty to attend technical workshops or other related activity that may lead to new funding from external sources. The travel must be for the purpose of increasing chances of obtaining a grant and a proposal must be submitted through ORSP as a result of the travel. The application package consists of the following items:  a 50-100 word abstract of the proposed project; information regarding the technical workshop or the specific purpose of the trip; and an estimated budget for travel expenses.  Complete guidelines and application are available from ORSP’s office and the web page at: http://www.fgcu.edu/orsp/internalPrograms.html
CONGRATULATION$

Awarded proposals for May 2006:

	College of Arts & Sciences
	
	
	

	VOLETY, Aswani


	SFWMD


	Oyster Reef Restoration in Estero Bay


	       $20,000.00 



	VOLETY, Aswani


	SFWMD


	Oyster Reef Restoration in the Charlotte Habor/ Caloosahatchee River


	       $20,000.00 



	VOLETY, Aswani

Savarese, Michael
Loh, Ai Ning
Encomio, Vincent


	SFWMD


	Landscape Pattern:  Past and present distribution of oysters in South Florida Coastal Complex


	     $112,880.00 



	College of Education
	

	GREENE, Marci

Wachholz, Pat


	Lee County School Board


	Early Career/Early Placement Support Program


	     $155,000.00 



	College of Professional Studies
	
	

	ZAGER, Mary Ann


	Fort Myers Police Department


	Weed and Seed Evaluation


	         $6,000.00 



	College of Business
	
	

	FINCH, James Howard

VanAuken, Stuart
Rodriguez, Walter


	Alico Corporation


	Alico Corporation Endowed Chairs


	       $20,000.00 



	College of Health Professions
	
	

	MILES, Karen


	FGCU Foundation


	Edith Potter Deats Professorship


	         $2,500.00 




Submitted proposals for may 2006:
	College of Arts & Sciences

	ISERN, Sharon

Michael, Scott


	HerbalScience Singapore PTE LTD


	Evaluations of Bioactives for Antiviral Activity


	     $236,216.00 



	College of Business 
	
	

	ZALEWSKI, Janusz


	NSF


	Web-Based Real-time Software Engineering Lab


	       $95,399.00 



	JACKSON, Gary


	SRBI


	SRBI San Diego Consulting Project


	         $3,000.00 



	BLANCHARD, Susan

Schmidt, Diane
Kakareka, Joseph


	NSF


	Applying SCALE-UP to Actively Engage Bioengineering Students - CCLI Phase I


	     $143,262.00 



	College of Education
	
	

	GREENE, Marci


	FL DOE


	Graduation Plus Migrant Summer Institute


	     $196,268.00 



	Academic Affairs
	
	
	

	HARRIS, Robert


	UCF/US Dept. of Homeland Security


	OMNILERT E2Campus


	         $3,750.00 



	Coastal Watershed Institute
	
	

	TOLLEY, S. Gregory 


	Florida Institute of Oceanography


	Ship-time Support for Florida Gulf Coast University's Marine Science Curriculum

	         $7,500.00 



	VOLETY, Aswani


	Florida Institute of Oceanography


	Ecology of the Florida Keys and Florida Bay


	        $5,000.00 



	Center for Environmental & Sustainability Education
	

	CORCORAN, Peter Blaze


	Center for Respect of Life and Environment


	CRLE Collaboration 2006-2007


	       $28,344.00 




FUNDING OPPORTUNITIE$
BioTechnology
Behavioral Systems Cluster 

(Grants.gov or FastLane)
The National Science Foundation’s (NSF) Behavioral Systems thematic area focuses on the development, function, mechanisms and evolution of behavior, biological rhythms and interactions between organisms including animals, plants and microbes. This area supports research on social and reproductive behavior; behavioral ecology and physiology; neural and hormonal mechanisms of behavior; immunology of behavior; animal cognition and communication. Behavioral Systems encompasses physiological responses, chemical communication and reproductive consequences of plant interactions with other organisms. Proposals that use functional genomics to understand physiological and behavioral adaptations to environmental stimuli and stress are encouraged. 

Program areas in this Cluster are: 

Behavioral Neuroscience and Neuroendocrinology, neural mechanisms underlying behavior and neuroendocrine regulation of brain-behavior relationships, including reproductive/social behavior, learning and memory, and biological rhythms in animals 

Animal Behavior, behavioral ecology of animals and plants; evolution of parental care; sexual selection, including reproductive behavior and behavioral adaptations to environmental stimuli and stress; mating systems; social evolution, learning and cognition 

Plant-Biotic Interactions, molecular and physiological responses to pathogens and non-pathogenic organisms

Full proposal target dates are JULY 12, 2006, and January 12, 2007. 

http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=13405&org=DEB&from=home
Biomolecular Systems Cluster

Biomolecular Systems Cluster emphasizes the structure, function, dynamics, interactions and interconversions of biological molecules. The context for such studies can range from investigations of individual macromolecules to the large-scale integration of metabolic and energetic processes. Research supported by this cluster includes development of cutting-edge technologies integrating theoretical, computational, and experimental approaches to the study of biological molecules and their functional complexes; mechanistic studies of the regulation and catalysis of enzymes and RNA, and higher-order characterization of the biochemical processes by which all organisms acquire, transform and utilize energy from substrates.  This cluster emphasizes the importance of multi-disciplinary research carried out at the interfaces of biology, physics, chemistry, mathematics and computer science, and engineering.  Program areas include: 

· Molecular biochemistry; enzymology 

· Molecular and metabolic biochemistry, including membrane biochemistry, enzymology, EPR, X-ray crystallography, plant and microbial biochemistry 

· Metabolic biochemistry; plant metabolism 

· Molecular biochemistry; structural biology, multienzyme complexes 

· Molecular biophysics; computational biology, NMR and spectroscopy

Full proposal target dates are JULY 12, 2006, and January 12, 2007.  via NSF FastLane 

http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=12771&org=DEB&from=home
Cellular Systems Cluster
The National Science Foundation’s (NSF) Cellular Systems Cluster focuses on the structure, function and regulation of plant, animal and microbial cells, and their interactions with the environment and with one another. Areas supported include studies of the structure, function, and assembly of cellular elements, such as the cytoskeleton, membranes, organelles, intracellular compartments, intranuclear structures, and extracellular matrix, including eukaryotic and prokaryotic cell walls and envelopes. In addition, support is provided for the study of intracellular and transmembrane signal transduction mechanisms and cell-cell signaling processes, including those that occur in biofilms. Research on cellular recognition and self-defense mechanisms is included. 

Research utilizing both traditional and innovative methodologies, multidisciplinary approaches, technique development, computation and modeling, and approaches that exploit genomic information is encouraged. Multi-disciplinary approaches to the study of cellular systems, including research carried out at the interfaces of biology, physics, chemistry, mathematics and computer science, and engineering, are also encouraged. 

The Microbial Observatories and Microbial Interactions and Processes competition is also housed in this cluster. This expanded activity supports integrative studies that explore novel microorganisms, their interactions in consortia and communities, and aspects of their physiology, biochemistry and genomics in relationship to the processes that they carry out in the environments. 

Full proposal target date is JULY 12, 2006. via NSF FastLane
http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=12772&org=DEB&from=home
Developmental Systems Cluster

The National Science Foundation’s (NSF) Developmental Systems thematic area focuses on the nature, control and evolution of those processes that comprise the life cycle of organisms. This area includes research on the mechanisms of gametogenesis, fertilization, embryogenesis, differentiation, pattern formation, and morphogenesis, including research on the development, regeneration and aging of the nervous system. Genomic approaches, gene networks, integration of developmental gene pathways, and computational approaches are included. Studies that explore the evolution of developmental mechanisms are encouraged. 

Program areas in this Cluster are: 

· Animal Development, including evolution of developmental mechanisms 

· Plant and Microbial Development, including evolution of developmental mechanisms 

· Neural Development
Full proposal target dates are JULY 12, 2006, and January 12, 2007.  via Grants.gov or NSF FastLane
http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=13407&org=DEB&from=home
Functional & Regulatory Systems Cluster

The National Science Foundation’s (NSF) Functional and Regulatory Systems thematic area focuses on fundamental physiological mechanisms in plants and animals and how they have evolved, with emphasis on organisms as integrated systems. This area includes comparative physiology, neurophysiology, mechanisms of solute transport, and comparative or evolutionary immunology. It includes research at the genetic, genomic, cellular, tissue, organ, system and organismal levels of organization. Also supported in this area are studies of neuronal and glial cell function and synaptic mechanisms as they relate to integrated organismal systems. Proposals for computational modeling to further understanding of physiological processes in organisms are encouraged. 

Program areas in this Cluster are: 

· Integrative Plant Biology, plant physiology and molecular biology, including metabolism and mechanisms of response to abiotic factors and growth regulators 

· Integrative Animal Biology, comparative and molecular animal physiology, including immunology, endocrinology, and physiological energetics 

· Integrative Cellular Neuroscience, cellular interactions in the nervous system

Full proposal target dates are JULY 12, 2006, and January 12, 2007. via Grants.gov or NSF FastLane
http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=13409&org=DEB&from=home
Criminal Justice
Social Science Research on the Role and Impact of Forensic Evidence on the Criminal Justice Process

With advances in technology, forensic evidence has become an increasingly powerful tool in criminal investigations. Forensic evidence is an integral part of many criminal investigations, however, there has been limited research on the impact of forensic evidence on the criminal justice system. NIJ is seeking proposals for social science research that evaluates the use of forensic evidence in the criminal justice system through the collection, analysis, and subsequent investigative and adjudicative processes. For example, in some criminal offenses, one or two types of forensic evidence may contribute disproportionately to successful case outcomes, or successful outcomes may be a function of the totality of forensic evidence, or perhaps the combination of forensic and non- forensic evidence plays the primary role. 

Findings from this research could influence policies on such issues as the allocation of resources and the training of laboratory and crime scene personnel. Proposals should describe how the research would accomplish four primary objectives: 

· forms of forensic evidence contribute most frequently (relative to their availability at a crime scene) to estimate the percentage of crime scenes from which one or more types of forensic evidence is collected; 

· describe and catalog the kinds of forensic evidence collected at crime scenes; 

· track the use and attrition of forensic evidence in the criminal justice system from crime scenes through laboratory analysis, and then through subsequent criminal justice processes; and 

· identify which successful case outcomes. Applicants should consider and discuss definitions of “successful case outcome” beyond identifying a suspect or successfully prosecuting (i.e., guilty verdict or plea agreement) a case. Successful case outcomes may include arrests made, suspects eliminated, and forensic evidence introduced in court proceedings. 

NIJ anticipates that up to $600,000 may become available for an award made through this solicitation. NIJ expects to make one award depending on funds available and number of high- quality applications. 

All applications are due by June 20, 2006. 
http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/sl000748.pdf
disability rehabilitation

Disability Rehabilitation Research Projects (DRRPs)

The purpose of the DRRP program is to plan and conduct research, demonstration projects, training, and related activities to develop methods, procedures, and rehabilitation technology that maximize the full inclusion and integration into society, employment, independent living, family support, and economic and social self-sufficiency of individuals with disabilities, especially individuals with the most severe disabilities, and to improve the effectiveness of services authorized under the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended. 

The Assistant Secretary for Special Education and Rehabilitative Services has established the following priorities for funding as Disability Rehabilitation Research Projects (DRRPs): 

Rehabilitation of Children with Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) - It is anticipated that one award ranging from $250,000 to $300,000 per year will be made for a project period of up to 60 months. A Pre-Application Meeting will be held June 19, 2006. 

Reducing Obesity and Obesity-Related Secondary Conditions in Adolescents and Adults with Disabilities - One award of up to $250,000/year will be made for a project period of up to 36 months. A Pre-Application Meeting will be held June 19, 2006. 

Assistive Technology (AT) Outcomes Research Project - One award of up to $450,000/year will be made for a project period of up to 36 months. A Pre-Application Meeting will be held June 19, 2006. 

Mobility Aids and Wayfinding Technologies for Individuals with Blindness and Low Vision - One award of up to $450,000/year will be made for a project period of up to 36 months. A Pre- Application Meeting will be held June 15, 2006. 

Model Systems Knowledge Translation Center (MSKTC) - One award of up to $600,000/year will be made for a project period of up to 60 months. A Pre- Application Meeting will be held June 19, 2006. 

Improving Employment Outcomes for the Low Functioning Deaf (LFD) Population - One award of up to $450,000/year will be made for a project period of up to 36 months. A Pre- Application Meeting will be held June 16, 2006. 

Applications under all priorities are due JULY 21, 2006.
http://www.ed.gov/programs/drrp/applicant.html
Economics

The Nasdaq Stock Market Educational Foundation, Inc. Grant

The NASDAQ Stock Market Educational Foundation, Inc., was established in 1994 and is supported entirely by contributions from The NASDAQ Stock Market, Inc. The mission of The NASDAQ Educational Foundation, Inc. is to promote learning about capital formation, financial markets and entrepreneurship through innovative educational programs. 

Types of grants include: 

· Academic Study or Research - Generally awarded to college or university professors. 

· Ph.D. Dissertation Fellowships - Awarded to colleges or universities on behalf of the candidate. 

· Curriculum Development - Generally awarded at the university level to develop financial markets curricula. 

· Educational Projects or Programs - Including classroom and extracurricular programs at the high school, college and university level, teacher training, and professional development for adults. May also include the creation of new educational materials. 

Proposals will be accepted from: 

· Educational institutions and organizations designated as tax-exempt according to Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Service code. 

· Highly and specifically qualified individuals, only for the purpose of conducting independent academic study or research on financial markets. 

There is no set minimum or maximum grant amount for grants other than fellowships. Ph.D. dissertation fellowships are granted in the set amount of $15,000. Unless otherwise specified and agreed upon, all grants have one-year terms. 

Proposal deadline is August 1, 2006.
http://www.nasdaq.com/services/education_initiatives.stm
engineering 

Engineering Information Foundation (EiF) Grant Program

The mission of the Engineering Information Foundation (EiF) is to improve worldwide engineering education and practice through information technology and the recruitment of women. Grant activity supports developmental projects, instructional projects, and training programs in engineering education and research that fit the following fields of interest: 

Availability and Use of Information 

EiF wants to assist in improving communication skills of engineers by identifying successful approaches for including communication behavior into engineering curricula. Proposed projects might focus on identifying innovative educational models, implementing them in a curriculum, and testing approaches or models already in place. Collaborative projects between schools of engineering, communications, and/or information science are especially welcome.

Women in Engineering: Projects Directed by Engineering Educators 

EiF wants to encourage middle school-aged girls to pursue engineering degrees. Project might focus on orientation and recruitment of women, or on staying the course after the first year in engineering school. The Foundation thinks that the negative effects of gender-related behavior in the classroom ought to be eliminated.

Developing Countries 

The technology gap between the developed and developing worlds is getting larger every day. The need for access to engineering resources as well as the skills to use the information effectively is of increasing importance as countries move along in their technological development. The EiF Goal: To support and strengthen educational and service center programs that help students and teachers find and use the engineering information they need, from computer and internet sources or by other means. Projects might focus on instruction in engineering schools and libraries, support for acquisition of information systems, or support for internet connectivity in the developing world.

Requests for grant amounts between $5,000 and $25,000 are invited. Matching grants from other sources are encouraged. Requests for multi-year grants should not be submitted. 

Proposals are accepted twice annually: AUGUST 31 and February 28. 
http://www.eifgrants.org/info/index.html
Environmental
Source Reduction Assistance Grants Program 
EPA is interested in funding projects which assist in reducing hazardous substances, pollutants or contaminants entering waste streams or otherwise released into the environment (including fugitive emissions) prior to recycling, treatment or disposal. 

Pollution prevention/source reduction practices may include: equipment or technology modifications, process or procedure modifications, reformulation or redesign of products, substitution of raw materials, and improvements in housekeeping, maintenance, training or inventory control. 

Region-Specific Activities for the FY 2006 SRA Grants Program: The applicant must explain how their proposal will address one or more of the region-specific activities for the region they are applying to. Activities must either be research, investigations, experiments, training, demonstrations of new or innovative techniques, surveys and/or studies. 

Region 4 (AL, FL, GA, KY, MS, NC, SC, TN) 

Projects that will promote integration of pollution prevention into regulatory programs through training initiatives; 

· Instill a pollution prevention ethic into public, healthcare and government agencies; 

· Utilize environmental leadership programs and/or environmental management system activities; 

· Support pollution prevention efforts in the Resource Conservation Challenge program; 

· Sponsor a regional pollution prevention roundtable; 

· Facilitation and support of the network of pollution prevention technical assistance providers, including retiree programs; 

· Support development of pollution prevention best management practices for the Clean Air Act regionally selected area source categories; 

· Support the Waste Reduction Resource Center; and/or 

· Provide direct assistance to pollution prevention intern programs.

EPA anticipates having up to $163,000 available per each of the 7 participating regions. EPA estimates it will receive approximately 250 grant proposals and issue approximately 40 awards. Awards will not be issued to applicants who request more than $100,000 per year. EPA requires the applicant to provide a minimum 5% match, as part of the total allowable project cost.   
EPA Region 4 proposals are due by JUNE 19, 2006.   http://www.epa.gov/oppt/p2home/grants/srap06.htm
Ecological Biology Cluster

The National Science Foundation’s (NSF) Ecological Biology Cluster supports research on natural and managed ecological systems, primarily in terrestrial, wetland and freshwater habitats. Research areas include experimental, observational, theoretical and modeling studies on the structure and function of complex associations that focus on biotic components, and the coupling of small-scale systems to each other and to large-scale systems. 

Projects are encouraged that develop conceptual and synthetic linkages among theoretical, modeling and empirical approaches; that are conducted at one or more scales of ecological or geographic organization; and that synthesize empirical and theoretical findings into new paradigms. The Ecological Biology Cluster funds research in the following areas: 

Ecology: Supports studies of community ecology and population interactions at diverse spatial and temporal scales. These include (1) dynamics and processes within particular habitats; (2) food-web structure; (3) landscape patterns and processes; (4) paleoecology; (5) biotic interactions, including mutualism, competition, predation and parasitism; (6) mechanisms of coexistence and community assembly; (7) co-evolution; and (8) chemical ecology. Ecology particularly encourages studies that reveal causal mechanisms, patterns and ecological processes or that apply to a wide range of habitats and taxa. Studies focusing on population dynamics of single species should be directed to the Population and Evolutionary Processes Cluster. 

Long-Term Research in Environmental Biology (LTREB): Focuses on evolutionary or ecological phenomena that require long-term investigation. Awards are designed to provide base funding to help maintain an on-going long-term research project in any area supported by the Division of Environmental Biology (DEB). These awards are not a source of start-up funds to initiate long-term research, nor should they be the main source of extramural support for investigators.

Inter- and multi-disciplinary proposals that fall across traditional programmatic boundaries are welcomed and encouraged. Studies focusing on the ecology of marine organisms should be directed to the Biological Oceanography Program in the Division of Ocean Sciences. Studies focusing on human disease or health are not supported. 

Full proposal target dates are JULY 9, 2006, and January 9, 2007. via NSF FastLane
http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=12823&org=DEB&from=home
Ecosystem Studies

The National Science Foundation’s (NSF) Ecosystem Studies Program supports investigations of whole-system ecological processes and relationships in ecosystems across a diversity of spatial and temporal (including paleo) scales. Proposals may focus on areas such as: biogeochemistry; decomposition of organic matter; belowground nutrient cycling and energy flow; primary productivity; radiatively active gas flux; element budgets on watershed, regional, continental or global scales; relationships between diversity and ecosystem function; ecosystem services; and landscape dynamics. 

Proposals will be considered that focus on advancing ecosystem science through either the pursuit of new theoretical paradigms or novel modeling efforts. Proposals that, in whole or in part, strive to develop new techniques can be supported when a compelling argument exists that there is the potential for a major advance in ecosystem research. 

Inter- and multi-disciplinary proposals that fall across traditional programmatic boundaries are welcomed and encouraged. Proposals may focus on the cycling of non-nutrient elements, but proposals that are ecotoxicological in orientation will not be considered. Ecosystem-oriented proposals that focus on coastal marine or deep ocean habitats are reviewed by the Biological Oceanography Program in the Division of Ocean Sciences. 

Full proposal target dates are JULY 9, 2006, and January 9, 2007 via NSF FastLane
http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=12822&org=DEB&from=home
Environmental & Structural Systems Cluster

The National Science Foundation’s (NSF) Environmental and Structural Systems thematic area focuses on the functional evolution of organisms in their physiochemical and biotic environments. Included are studies of physiological ecology, evolutionary physiology, stress physiology, functional morphology and movement, animal sensation, computational and systems neuroscience, and environmental genomics. Proposals that include computational or engineering approaches in any of these areas of biology are encouraged. 

Program areas in this Cluster are: 

· Ecological and Evolutionary Physiology - Animals 

· Ecological and Evolutionary Physiology of Plants - Microbes 

· Animal Sensation and Movement, Computational Neuroscience, function and evolution of sensory input, computational and systems neuroscience

Full proposal target dates are JULY 12, 2006, and January 12, 2007. via Grants.gov or NSF FastLane
http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=13408&org=DEB&from=home
Quantitative Environmental & Integrative Biology (QEIB)

The National Science Foundation (NSF) Directorates for Biological Sciences (BIO) and Mathematics and Physical Sciences (MPS) are announcing the continued consideration of proposals to enhance research in Quantitative Environmental and Integrative Biology (QEIB) within their core program competitions. BIO and MPS have a long history of supporting basic research relevant to environmental biology. This announcement is to inform the community of U.S. scientists that BIO and MPS continue to seek and to encourage submission of proposals that are at the interface of mathematics and environmental biology. 

Environmental and integrative biologists are entering a new era in which they possess the data necessary for building or testing models, but lack the quantitative solutions to large-scale and complex problems. BIO and MPS recognize that the time is especially ripe for accelerating progress in understanding and predicting important phenomena in environmental and integrative biology by using existing mathematical tools and by developing new mathematical and statistical approaches. The burgeoning base of theoretical and empirical work, made possible by new methods and technologies, is providing the impetus to develop robust answers to the major integrative biological and environmental challenges faced by our society. Meeting those challenges will require new efforts to train environmental and integrative biologists in mathematical sciences - including analytical and numerical modeling, statistics and time series analysis, and dynamical and nonlinear systems analysis. We need a new generation of empiricists with stronger quantitative skills and theoreticians with a detailed understanding of the empirical structure of biological processes. The challenge also requires new efforts to train mathematicians in the environmental sciences – including ecological and evolutionary theory and empiricism and in integrative organismal biology. 

Goals are: (1) to encourage major mathematical advances of relevance to ecological and evolutionary forecasting; (2) to encourage mathematical and statistical advances in analyses of complex sets of phenotype traits, the values of which are functions of age and environmental conditions; (3) to foster collaboration among environmental and integrative biologists and mathematicians; and (4) to enhance quantitative skills of students and investigators through training activities. 

Examples of areas in which mathematical advances are desired include, but are not limited to: 

· the integration of stochastic and nonlinear effects; 

· the development of new statistical and mathematical methods; and 

· the development of new methods for characterizing variability and uncertainty across scales of space and time.

Full Proposal Target Dates: (via NSF FastLane)
· July 9, 2006 - BIO/Division of Environmental Biology (DEB) 

· July 12, 2006 - BIO/Division of Integrative Organismal Biology (IOB) and BIO/Division of Molecular and Cellular Biosciences (MCB) 

· November 7, 2006 - MPS/Division of Mathematical Sciences (DMS) 

· January 9, 2007 - BIO/DEB 

· January 12, 2007 - BIO/IOB and BIO/MCB

http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=13587&org=BIO&from=home
Health Professions

Foundation for Anesthesia Education and Research

In October 1986, the American Society of Anesthesiologists (ASA) approved the formation of the Foundation for Anesthesia Education and Research (FAER). The purpose of FAER is "to stimulate, develop, promote, authorize, commission or contract for, and finance education and research in subjects germane to the provision of anesthesia care and perioperative medicine." As federal funding for scientific research has become increasingly competitive, FAER`s role in the support and development of academic anesthesiologists has grown. 

Four types of support are available from FAER. They include: 

Research Starter Grants (RSG) - A Research Starter Grant is awarded to an individual who is an Instructor or Assistant Professor with a continuing appointment who has already demonstrated research accomplishments and is in need of assistance to gain the necessary experience and expertise to qualify for NIH type competitive funding. Awarded for either clinical research or basic science research, the RSG is a two-year grant with $35,000 for the first year and $50,000 for the second. The recipient must be guaranteed a minimum of 40% time devoted solely to this research project. A research mentor must be identified and provide a written commitment to strong, direct supervision of the research project for the duration of the grant. 

Mentored Research Training Grant (mRTG) - A Mentored Research Training Grant is a two-year grant to be awarded competitively to individuals who have completed their clinical anesthesia training and are at the Instructor or Assistant Professor level no more than 5 years after completion of residency or fellowship. The first year is funded at $75,000 and the second at $100,000. The recipient must be guaranteed 80% protected time for research. A mentor must be identified and provide written commitment to strong direct involvement in the research activity for the 2-year duration of the grant. A yearly award of $40,000 is available for use by the research mentor. 

Research Fellowship Grant (RFG) - A Research Fellowship Grant (RFG) provides a one-year grant to individuals currently participating in an ACGME approved anesthesiology training program. The candidate must also participate in the Clinical Scientist Track (CST) to achieve an uninterrupted period of 18 months of research training at anytime during the residency training following satisfactory completion of 12 months of CA training. A research mentor must be identified and provide written commitment to strong direct involvement in the research activity for the full 18 months of research training. FAER will provide $50,000 of support for the twelve months beyond the 6 months of the CST to the institution on behalf of the recipient. The recipient will be required to spend a minimum of 80% of their time in research related to this project. The remaining 20% may be spent in clinical anesthesia practice. This clinical activity must not exceed a single 10-hour daytime commitment per week. No night, weekend or holiday on-call activity is allowed. The extent of salary supplementation should be stipulated. 

Research in Education Grant (REG) - A Research in Education Grant is a two-year grant to be awarded competitively to individuals who have completed their clinical anesthesia training and have academic appointments. Applications from both junior and senior faculty are accepted. While a formal mentor is required only for junior faculty (instructor and assistant professor), a mentor with expertise in education is encouraged for all applicants. Both years are funded at $50,000 per year and application for an additional two years will be accepted. The recipient must be guaranteed 40% protected non-clinical time for research related to this education project. 

Applicants for all programs must be U.S. citizens or permanent residents and must be a member of the American Society of Anesthesiologists.

Proposal deadline is August 15, 2006.

http://faer.org/grants.php
Mental illness

American Psychiatric Foundation 

The American Psychiatric Foundation is making up to $750,000 in grant funds available over the course of three years (2005-2007) to fund public education, information and outreach initiatives that promote the early recognition and treatment of mental illness. Grants from the foundation can support a wide variety of public education activities in this arena. 

The foundation is looking to fund new and innovative ideas and programs that promote public awareness of mental illness, the effectiveness of treatment and the importance of early intervention. Grants may be sought for new initiatives or expansion of current programs. Requests must be for educational, informational or outreach efforts. Efforts may focus on a specific mental disorder, mental illness in general, or target a specific population. 

The next deadline for funding requests is September 1, 2006. 
http://www.psychfoundation.org/call_for_proposals.cfm
National Science Foundation
Biological Research Collections (BRC)

The National Science Foundation’s (NSF) Biological Research Collections (BRC) Program provides support for biological collection enhancement, computerization of specimen-related data, research to develop better methods for specimen curation and collection management, and activities such as symposia and workshops to investigate support and management of biological collections. Biological collections supported include those housing natural history specimens and jointly curated collections such as frozen tissues and other physical samples, e.g., DNA libraries and digital images. Such collections provide the materials necessary for research in a broad area of biological sciences. 

The Biological Research Collections Program provides support for collection enhancement which may include improvements in storage units or the incorporation of specimens from other organizations, collection computerization projects that digitally capture specimen-related data or improve the usefulness of the collection (e.g., by georeferencing data), research on methods to improve curation of specimens or management of collections, and scientific conferences, symposia, and workshops that investigate the management and broader impacts of collections and associated data. Projects should be designed so that the most reasonable economy of scale and cost- and time-efficiency can be achieved. 

Most awards are for enhancement of the infrastructure of a research collection such as the purchase of new specimen cases and installation costs, curatorial supplies, new curatorial and technical assistance specifically designed to effect the proposed improvements for the duration of the proposed project. Specialized items that are components of a large system (e.g., specimen cabinets and compactors) are considered as equipment under the BRC program guidelines. Computerization projects generally include the equipment (hardware, software) and supplies (storage media), as well as salary for new personnel specifically required to complete a scientifically sound and well-circumscribed project. Research to develop improved curatorial practices or more efficient collection management practices may also be supported. 

BRC does not support the acquisition of specimens through purchase, nor does it fund collecting expeditions, nor the improvement of libraries or archives. Building renovation associated with collection improvement will not be supported by BRC, but may be provided by the submitting organization as an indication of organizational commitment to the long-term housing of the collections. 

In any single round of the BRC competition, only one proposal may be submitted from any individual collection within an organization. Organizations that house multiple collections, submitting proposals from more than one collection, should engage in internal planning activities in order to prioritize the needs of the several collections such that the organization does not submit a multiplicity of proposals to any one BRC competition. 

Proposals are accepted from U.S. organizations, including colleges and universities that maintain research collections, natural history museums including herbaria, and other collections administered by independent organizations or by state, county or local governments; non-federal and non-profit research organizations that maintain collections; and field stations, marine laboratories, botanical gardens, zoological parks, and aquaria that maintain research collections that document biological diversity. The size of an organization is not a factor in determining eligibility. 

Proposals submitted to the BRC Program typically are for projects that range from one to three years. The BRC program expects approximately $6 million annually contingent upon availability of funds. The maximum that may be requested in a proposal is $500,000. Numbers of awards and average award size/duration are subject to the availability of funds; 20-25 awards are anticipated. 

Proposals are due JULY 28, 2006 (fourth Friday in July annually). Via Grants.gov or NSF FastLane
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2006/nsf06569/nsf06569.htm
Faculty Early Career Development (CAREER) Program

The Faculty Early Career Development (CAREER) Program is a Foundation-wide activity that offers the National Science Foundation’s (NSF) most prestigious awards in support of the early career-development activities of those teacher-scholars who most effectively integrate research and education within the context of the mission of their organization. Such activities should build a firm foundation for a lifetime of integrated contributions to research and education. 

Each year NSF selects nominees for the Presidential Early Career Awards for Scientists and Engineers (PECASE) from among the most meritorious new CAREER awardees. The PECASE program recognizes outstanding scientists and engineers who, early in their careers, show exceptional potential for leadership at the frontiers of knowledge. This Presidential Award is the highest honor bestowed by the United States Government on scientists and engineers beginning their independent careers. 

Proposers must meet all of the following eligibility requirements: 

· By the Directorate’s July deadline for submission of CAREER proposals: 

· Hold a doctoral degree in a field of science or engineering supported by NSF;

· Be untenured;

· Have not previously received an NSF PECASE or CAREER award (prior or concurrent Federal support for other types of awards or for non-duplicative research does not preclude eligibility); AND

· By October 1st following the July deadline for submission of CAREER proposals: 

· Be employed in a tenure-track position (or tenure-track-equivalent position) as an assistant professor (or equivalent title) at an institution in the U.S., its territories or possessions, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, that awards degrees in a field supported by NSF; OR

· Be employed in a tenure-track position (or tenure-track-equivalent position) as an assistant professor (or equivalent title) at an organization in the U.S., its territories or possessions, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, that is a non-profit, non-degree-granting organization such as a museum, observatory or research lab.

· Proposers may submit only one CAREER proposal per annual competition, and may not participate in more than three CAREER competitions. Proposals that are not reviewed (i.e., are withdrawn or are returned without review) do not count toward the three-competition limit. 

NO EXEMPTIONS FROM THESE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA WILL BE GRANTED. 

The minimum CAREER award, including indirect costs, will total $400,000 for the 5-year duration with the following exception. Proposers to the Biological Sciences Directorate (BIO) must submit budget requests for a minimum of $500,000 for the 5-year duration. Before preparing a CAREER proposal, applicants are strongly encouraged to contact their disciplinary program director or the appropriate division’s CAREER contact to discuss appropriate budget requests for their proposed CAREER activities, and typical funding levels for their discipline. 

Full Proposal Deadline(s) (due by 5 p.m. proposer`s local time): 

· July 18, 2006: BIO, CISE, EHR 

· July 19, 2006: ENG 

· July 20, 2006: GEO, MPS, SBE, OPP 
http://www.nsf.gov/crssprgm/career/contacts.jsp
Instrument Development for Biological Research

Recent advances in the biological sciences have emphasized the importance of new and improved instrumentation to progress in biological research. For more than 20 years, the National Science Foundation’s (NSF) Directorate for Biological Sciences (BIO) has supported the development and improvement of instrumentation useful in the conduct of basic research in biology through awards made by its Instrument Development in Biological Research (IDBR) program. Such instrumentation includes, but is not limited to, analytical instruments, microscopes of various types, sensors and related devices for detection or measurement of biological molecules, structures or phenomena at any level, from that of individual molecules to that of whole ecosystems. 

To be eligible for support through IDBR, projects should aim at providing instruments with new or enhanced performance. "Performance" includes: accuracy, precision, resolution, throughput, flexibility or breadth of application, cost of construction or operation, and user-friendliness. In general, projects whose aim is the combination of individual pieces of equipment are not considered to be instrument development unless there is a significant challenge in achieving the combination. 

The development of new instrumentation provides an ideal opportunity for the training of students in multiple disciplines. Therefore, the IDBR program expects that most projects it supports will include provisions for the training or education of undergraduate, graduate and/or postdoctoral students. Therefore, in the selection of projects for support, the program emphasizes projects that will be conducted in academic environments. 

The IDBR program provides support for development of the following: 

· Concept and proof of concept of novel instruments for biological research; 

· New instruments that provide new capabilities for detection, measurement and/or observation of biological phenomena, or that significantly extend currently achievable sensitivity, accuracy or resolution; 

· Novel or substantially improved instruments for study of biological systems at any level of organization from molecules to ecosystems; 

· Improved or novel software for the operation of instruments, or software that effectively improves instrument sensitivity, accuracy, resolution or speed; and 

· New or improved devices for remote sensing of environmental and other information relevant to biological research, including novel software needed to network, operate and collect data from such sensing devices.

The program also supports workshops in emerging areas of instrumentation and instrument development relevant to areas of biological research supported by NSF/BIO. 

There are no specific limits on the amount of funds that may be requested; however, the requested period of support should not exceed 48 months. Typical awards are in the range of $150,000 to $250,000 total annual cost for a period of 24-36 months, not including the cost of any requested equipment. Funding is available beginning the February following submission. 

The full proposal target date is AUGUST 25, 2006 (and the last Friday in August, annually thereafter).  Via Grants.gov or NSF FastLane
http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=9187&org=NSF&from=fund
Occupational Safety & Health 

NIOSH Support for Conferences and Scientific Meetings (R13/U13)

The NIOSH recognizes the value of supporting high quality scientific meetings that are relevant to its scientific mission and to the public health. A scientific meeting is defined as a gathering, symposium, seminar, conference, workshop or any other organized, formal meeting where persons assemble to coordinate, exchange, and disseminate information or to explore or clarify a defined subject, problem, or area of knowledge. 

This Program Announcement will use the conference grant (R13) and conference cooperative agreement (U13) award mechanisms. NIOSH may accept applications for up to five years when a series of annual or biennial meetings is proposed by a sponsoring organization. Support for meetings held on a less frequent schedule must be applied for individually. 

Letter of Intent deadline is July 1, 2006. 
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-06-014.html
Traffic Safety

senior safety and mobility

The AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety sponsors research and education leading to real-world improvements in traffic safety. Proposals to evaluate existing traffic safety initiatives are preferred over proposals to test abstract research hypotheses. As a matter of policy, the Foundation does not fund research to develop new devices nor to evaluate proprietary technologies. Nor does it make grants for community "action initiatives" or other purely local traffic safety programs. 

In 2007, the Foundation intends to focus most of its new research efforts on the following four priority program areas: 

· Senior Safety and Mobility 

· Road Safety and the U.S. Road Assessment Program (usRAP) 

· Creating a Safety Culture 

· Driver Education

In three of these areas, ongoing efforts will carry over or feed the Foundation’s research programs in 2007. Thus, the primary purpose of this solicitation is to invite pre-proposals on senior safety and mobility. In the second focus area - Road Safety - the Foundation’s usRAP pilot program will be expanded further in 2006 and 2007. To that end, the Foundation is also interested in receiving pre-proposals on road safety provided that they relate directly to usRAP. 

The Foundation is open to considering pre-proposals in other areas besides the priority areas as noted above; however, in 2007, strong priority will be given to these program areas, but excellent pre-proposals on other topics will be considered. 

Pre-proposals, submitted via email, must be received, at the latest, by 11:59 p.m. Pacific Time, AUGUST 18, 2006. 
http://www.aaafoundation.org/resources/index.cfm
Undergraduate Research

Research Experiences for Undergraduates (REU) - Sites & Supplements

The National Science Foundation (NSF) announces continuation of the Research Experiences for Undergraduates (REU) program, a Foundation-wide program that supports active research participation by undergraduate students. NSF funds research in most fields of science and engineering and REU proposals are welcome in any of these research areas. 

The REU program seeks to expand student participation in all kinds of research -- whether disciplinary, interdisciplinary or educational in focus -- encompassing efforts by individual investigators, groups, centers, national facilities and others. The REU program is a major contributor to the NSF goal of developing a diverse, internationally competitive, and globally-engaged science and engineering workforce. It draws on the integration of research and education to attract a diversified pool of talented students into careers in science and engineering, including teaching and education research related to science and engineering, and to help ensure that these students receive the best education possible. 

This solicitation features two mechanisms for support of student research: REU Sites and REU Supplements. 

REU Sites - REU Sites initiate and conduct projects that engage a number of undergraduate students in research. REU Sites must have a well-defined common focus that enables a cohort experience for students. These projects may be based in a single discipline or academic department, or on interdisciplinary or multi-department research opportunities with a coherent intellectual theme. Cooperative arrangements among organizations and research settings will be considered so that a project might increase the quality or availability of undergraduate research experiences. To extend research opportunities to a larger number of undergraduates, proposers might also consider incorporating approaches that exploit cyberinfrastructure or other advanced technologies that facilitate research, learning and collaboration over distances. REU Sites are encouraged to involve students in research who might not otherwise have the opportunity, particularly those from academic institutions where research programs are limited. Thus, a significant fraction of the student participants should come from outside the host institution or organization. 

REU Supplements - An REU Supplement typically provides support for one or two undergraduate students to participate in research as part of a new or ongoing NSF-funded research project. Centers or large research efforts may request support for a number of students commensurate with the size and nature of the project. REU Supplements may be obtained in either of two ways: (1) Investigators holding an existing NSF research award may submit a request for supplemental funding. (2) Proposers may include an REU Supplement activity as part of a new (or renewal) research proposal to NSF. 

Special Opportunities 

Partnership with the Department of Defense: NSF engages in a partnership with the Department of Defense (DOD) to expand undergraduate research opportunities in DOD-relevant research areas through the REU Sites program. The DOD activity is called Awards to Stimulate and Support Undergraduate Research Experiences (ASSURE). Any proposal submitted to NSF for the REU Sites program that is recommended for funding through the NSF merit review process will be considered by DOD representatives for possible support through ASSURE. 

International Projects: The REU program welcomes projects with an international dimension. The design of such projects is based on the opportunity at hand, but typically involves the partnering of an experienced REU project in the United States with international collaborators in a selected institution or organization. 

Ethics in Science or Engineering: Proposals for REU Sites are invited to include an optional component addressing ethics in science or engineering. Up to $4,000 in direct costs may be requested to support the ethics activities, and the proposal must include a distinct description and cost breakdown for these activities. 

Research Experiences for Teachers: NSF encourages research experiences for K-12 teachers of science, technology, engineering and mathematics and the coordination of these experiences with REU projects. The NSF Directorates for Biological Sciences and Engineering have formal activities supporting Research Experiences for Teachers (RET). Other Directorates respond to requests on a case-by-case basis, or permit the inclusion of an RET component (with a distinct description and cost breakdown) as part of an REU proposal. Teachers may also be included in an international REU project.

REU Sites and Supplements are funded by various disciplinary and education research programs throughout NSF, and the number of awards made varies across the Foundation from year to year, as does the amount of funds invested. In FY 2006, NSF anticipates investing approximately $33 million in approximately 150 new Site awards and 1,600 new Supplement awards. REU Site awards have durations of one to five years, with a three-year duration being typical in most NSF directorates. The term of REU Supplements may not exceed that of the underlying research project. 

The submission deadline for REU Site proposals is AUGUST 17, 2006. The deadline for submitting REU Supplements varies with the NSF research program, and the cognizant program officer should be contacted for application guidance. 
http://www.nsf.gov/crssprgm/reu/reu_contacts.jsp
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