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Announcements

Research Day 2007

The 6th Annual Research Day at Florida Gulf Coast University (FGCU) is scheduled for Friday, April 20, 2007 on the FGCU campus. Please mark this important date on your calendar and considering incorporating this event as part of your scholarly and classroom activities this semester.

As previously announced a Web-based registration process has been established for submitting poster entries this year. The deadline for registering is Friday, March 16.  The 2007 Research Day Guidelines and Registration Form can be accessed at:

http://www.fgcu.edu/orsp/ResearchDay.html
Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact the appropriate Grants and Research Team representative listed below or any ORSP staff member. We look forward to your participation.

Dr. Marilyn Cruz-Alvarez , College of Arts and Sciences

Dr. Julie Yazici, College of Business

Dr. Diane Schmidt, College of Education

Dr. Barbara Kruse, College of Health Professions

Dr. Melih Madanoglu, College of Professional Studies  

Catherine Gardiner, Library Services
Updates to NSF Policies and Procedures

The National Science Foundation Policy Office will soon release a consolidated policy document entitled, the NSF Proposal and Award Policies and Procedures Guide. This guide will incorporate both the NSF Grant Proposal Guide (GPG) and Grant Policy Manual (GPM) into one, single HTML document.  The NSF Proposal and Award Policies and Procedures Guide will include significant and helpful changes for NSF grantees:
Only the following four fonts will be permitted: Arial, Helvetica, Palatino, or Georgia.  Current type density, margins and additional page formatting requirements will remain unchanged.  Above all, proposers are reminded that readability is of paramount importance and takes precedence in the formatting of a proposal.

· a linkable organization chart

· increased coverage of the Grants.gov apply function

· information pertaining to exceptions to NSF’s deadline date policy

· new information on how reviewers are selected

· updated budget preparation instructions

· the revised cost sharing policy

· two additional proposal certifications which were previously only included in the GPM

· a new subject index
ORSP Website

The Office of Research and Sponsored Programs’ website, http://www.fgcu.edu/orsp, provides easy access to the forms, announcements, and other useful materials pertaining to research and sponsored programs at FGCU.  We would like to include links to websites associated with the many externally funded projects currently active.  Send the URLs to dstremke@fgcu.edu and the link will be added to ORSP’s site. 
Have You Completed Your GENIUS/SMARTS Profile in Info Ed?  

In order to process your proposals, ORSP needs a GENIUS/SMARTS investigator profile on file in our web-based database system.  To edit a Genius profile click on 

http://fgcu-mako.primary.ad.fgcu.edu/ 

· Click on “Login”;  

· Click on “Profile”;

Proceed to edit the information contained in your profile.  Please select keywords that describe your research interests.  For further assistance or if you any questions about these InfoEd products please contact Lucia Soria at asoria@fgcu.edu.  
Find Funding at Your Convenience

If you have a GENIUS/SMARTS profile, you can search InfoEd’s SPIN Plus from your office computer to find funding. Call Lucia in the ORSP office at ext.7020 to send you instructions.  You can also search the Grants.gov web site for all federal funding opportunities.  See www.grants.gov.  
ORSP Program:  Student Travel Awards

The Office of Research and Sponsored Programs supports enrolled FGCU students by providing funds on a first-come, first-serve basis so they can present their scholarly works at conferences.   ORSP staff will assist the students with the necessary paperwork, both before and after the travel. Within 30 days of travel completion, all awardees are required to submit a one-page report to ORSP describing the benefit of the award and the overall experience. Awardees will be required to participate in the ORSP Research Day event on April 20, 2007.  See the complete guidelines and application form at: http://www.fgcu.edu/orsp/internalPrograms.html 

ORSP Program:  Faculty Travel Awards
The Office of Research and Sponsored Programs provides travel awards up to $1,000 for faculty to attend technical workshops or other related activity that may lead to new funding from external sources. The travel must be for the purpose of increasing chances of obtaining a grant and a proposal must be submitted through ORSP as a result of the travel. The application package consists of the following items:  a 50-100 word abstract of the proposed project; information regarding the technical workshop or the specific purpose of the trip; and an estimated budget for travel expenses.  Complete guidelines and application are available from ORSP’s office and the web page at: 

http://www.fgcu.edu/orsp/internalPrograms.html
Grants.gov at FGCU

The Federal government will soon require all grants to be submitted through Grants.gov. ORSP has completed the credential process and is accustomed to using Grants.gov on a regular basis. For your convenience, the Grants.gov instructions are located on the marlin_share drive/Research and Sp Prog/Grants.gov.  The Grants.gov icon is shown next to this month’s Funding Announcements that require this submission process.

If you wish to apply for a grant, ORSP will send you the instruction manual and the downloaded application forms with the institutional information already entered. Please contact Beth Rieger at brieger@fgcu.edu to assist you in setting up your budget and completing your proposal/application package.  If ORSP has assisted you with creating our Internal Budget, we will enter the budget information into the sponsor’s budget form for you and provide you with a copy to assist you in preparing the budget justification.  

ORSP needs to receive your completed proposal package three business days before the submission deadline. We ensure all the required forms are attached and that your proposal is compliant with the specifications outlined in the RFP/RFA. Remember that additional forms, releases, and contracts may be required so make sure you allow enough time for these documents to be prepared.  If ORSP receives the completed proposal with less than the two business days’ lead time, we cannot guarantee that the proposal will be submitted.  
Council on Undergraduate Research

The Council on Undergraduate Research (CUR) and its affiliated colleges, universities, and individuals share a focus on providing undergraduate research opportunities for faculty and students at predominantly undergraduate institutions.  CUR has initiated a Registry of Undergraduate Researchers to facilitate matchmaking between undergraduates with research experience and a desire to pursue an advanced degree, and graduate schools seeking high quality students who are well prepared for research.  The Registry is open to students and graduate schools/employers in the fields of Astronomy, Chemistry, Biochemistry, Biology, Physics, Mathematics, Computer Science, Geosciences, Engineering, Psychology, Sociology, and Anthropology/Archaeology. The registry is free of charge to students.  http://www.cur.org
Congratulation$

Awards during February 2007:
	College of Arts & Sciences
	
	

	Loh, Ai Ning
	South Florida Water Management District
	GIS Intern Support form Storm-Water Management Division
	$15, 000.00

	College of Business 
	
	

	REGELSKI, Dan
	SW Florida Workforce Development Board
	WIRED Program Services
	$53,429.00

	College of Education
	
	

	GREENE, Marci
	Charter Schools USA, Inc.
	Accelerated Induction Into Teaching
	$40,000.00

	Graduate Studies
	
	

	HARTKE, Joanne
	Charlotte County Board of County Commissioners
	Charlotte County Human Resource Policies & Procedures Manual
	$82,000.00


Correction: Dr. Parson’s proposal to the National Science Foundation in the February newsletter incorrectly reported the dollar amount requested from the NSF.  The correction is shown below.
	College of Arts & Sciences
	
	

	PARSONS, Michael
	National Science Foundation
	A Survey of Marine epiphyte Diatoms Across the Hawaiian Archipelago
	$561,992.00


Submitted Proposals during February 2007:
	Academic and Media Technology Services
	
	

	DAVEY, Kathleen

Sklodowski, Paula
	Greater Washington Education Telecommunications Assoc.
	The War Remembered
	$12,000.00

	DAVEY, Kathleen

Sklodowski, Paula
	Community Foundation of Collier County
	Curious Kids in Collier
	$7,900.00

	College of Arts & Sciences
	
	

	CEILLEY, David W.

Everham, Win
	Florida Department of Environmental Protection
	Data Analysis of Water Quality
	$29,500.00

	DEMERS, Nora
	Praxair Foundation
	Praxair
	$47,315.00

	DEMERS, Nora
	Friends of Barefoot Beach
	Behavior of Gopher Tortoises at Barefoot Beach Preserve
	$700.00

	EVERHAM, Win
	PEW Charitable Trusts 
	Public Outreach Sea Kayak Expedition
	$110,173.00

	EVERHAM, Win
	National Geographic Society
	Public Outreach Sea Kayak Expedition
	$110,172.00

	EVERHAM, Win

Wilder, George
	Lee County Parks and Recreation
	Hickey’s Creek Mitigation Park Plant Inventory: I
	$10,000.00

	EVERHAM, Win
	Archbold Expeditions
	Hurricane Research at Archbold Biological Station 2007
	$7,000.00

	VOLETY, Aswani
Encomio, Vincent
	FishAmerica Foundation
	Community-based Restoration of Oyster Reefs in SW Florida: Monitoring, Assessment and Adaptive Management
	$68,350.00

	Coastal Watershed Institute
	
	

	FUGATE, David
	Stony Brook University
	Hudson River Freshwater
	$28,300.00

	College of Business
	
	

	RODRIGUEZ, Walter

Kirche, E.; Yacizi, H.; Zalewski, J.; Srivastava, R.; Guo, D.
	National Science Foundation
	RESULTS: Reducing Supply Chain Uncertainty by Linking Real-Time Decision Systems
	$284,421.00

	ZALEWSKI, Janusz
	National Science Foundation
	CPATH CB: Building the Relationship with Industrial Community to Support the Transformation of Computing Education
	$150,373.00

	College of Professional Studies
	
	

	DIOTALEVI, Robert

Evans, Amanda
	US Department of Justice
	Legal Assistance for Victims
	$330,826.00

	WALSH-HANEY, Heather
	National Institute of Justice
	Forensic DNA Research and Development
	$100,929.00


Funding Opportunitie$

Aging

Claude D. Pepper Older Americans Independence Centers (OAICs) and Coordinating Center (P30)

The Claude D. Pepper Older American Independence Centers (OAIC) program was established in honor of the late Representative to establish “centers of excellence” in geriatrics research and training. The goal of the OAIC program is to increase scientific knowledge that will lead to better ways to maintain or restore independence in older persons. 

The OAIC awards are designed to develop or strengthen each awardee institution‘s programs that focus and sustain progress on a key area in aging research. Each area of focus is one in which progress could contribute to greater independence for older persons and offer opportunities for training and career development in aging research for young scientists. The ultimate goal is to enhance translation of basic and developmental research on aging to applications and interventions that increase or maintain independence for older persons. 

An OAIC may select areas of research focus from a broad range of topics, including: 

Aging–related issues concerning a specific condition contributing to loss of independence in older persons, e.g., role of aging changes in the etiology of the condition, special issues in the diagnosis, treatment or prevention of the condition in old age; complications, disability, or symptoms from the condition found principally in older persons. 

· Causes, assessment, prevention, treatment (including rehabilitation) of a specific type of disability in older persons. 

· Causes, prevention and treatment of a geriatric syndrome (e.g., involuntary weight loss, dizziness, incontinence) that is related to multiple pathologies and/or disabilities. 

· Specific aging-related physiologic changes, other risk factors, and/or interventions (e.g., physical activity) that affect risk for multiple conditions or disabilities in old age. 

· Interactions of multiple diseases, disabilities, and interventions (e.g., medications) in older persons, and their relationship to risk of morbidity, progression of disability, and efficacy of prevention or treatment strategies. 

· Factors contributing to amelioration or delay of multiple deleterious aging changes by modulating risk factors or fundamental aging mechanisms. 

To capitalize on important new research opportunities or to address unexpected needs for career development support within their institutions, OAICs may also support a limited amount of activity in their cores on topics other than those in their area(s) of focus. Applicants who anticipate providing such support should propose a system for identifying these opportunities and needs and for selecting core activities to address them. 

Approximately $4.4 million will be committed to fund new or competing renewal applications for Claude D. Pepper OAICs. The NIA anticipates four new and/or competing continuation P30 awards for OAIC Centers in response to this RFA. The expected amount for individual awards in Direct Costs ranges from $750,000 to $1,000,000. Awards are made initially for five years and may be renewed competitively for five-year periods. 

The OAIC Coordinating Center (CC) serves a facilitating role for OAIC site interactions as well as a conduit for translating OAIC objectives and findings to both general and scientific audience. The CC can be a part (Core) of an OAIC or an independent site unaffiliated with an OAIC Program. The CC must demonstrate an ability to work cooperatively with all OAIC sites and possess sufficient scientific expertise in geriatrics and related areas to serve the national clearinghouse functions required by the OAIC Program. 

One award for an OAIC Coordinating Center is anticipated in response to this RFA. The Coordinating Center may be proposed as an independent P30 application by Institutions not submitting applications for OAIC Centers in response to this RFA, or as a Coordinating Center Core within applications for OAIC Centers submitted in response to this RFA. 

The expected amount for the Coordinating Center award (or Core) in Direct Costs ranges from $125,000 to $175,000. The award is made initially for five years and may be renewed competitively for five-year periods. 
This is a limited application and an organization may submit one application in response to this RFA.

Letter of Intent is due March 26, 2007.

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-AG-07-008.html
Retirement Research Foundation Grants

The Retirement Research Foundation offers support for projects which seek to improve the quality of life for older people in the United States. Its funding interests fall into the following four areas: 

· To improve the availability and quality of community based and institutional long term care programs 

· To provide new and expanded opportunities for older adults to engage in meaningful roles in society 

· Support selected basic, applied and policy research into the causes and solutions of significant problems of the aged 

· Increase the number of professionals and paraprofessionals adequately prepared to serve the elderly 

The foundation is particularly interested in innovative projects that develop and/or demonstrate the problems of older Americans, with potential for national or regional impact. Funding is usually for not more than three years. 
Proposal deadline is May 1, 2007.

http://www.rrf.org/forapplicants/resourceapps.html
anthropology
The Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research Grant Program

The Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research, Inc. is a private operating Foundation that is dedicated to the advancement of anthropology throughout the world. Through programs of funding for research projects, conferences, symposia, fellowships, and publication, the Foundation aids basic research in all branches of anthropology and closely related disciplines concerned with human origins, development and variation. 
Grants are available for the following programs: 
Post-Ph.D. Research Grants Post-Ph.D. Research Grants for up to $25,000 are awarded to individuals holding a Ph.D. or equivalent degree to support individual research projects. Applicants must be engaged in research that contributes to anthropological knowledge. Applicants of any nationality or country of residence may apply. Deadlines: May 1 and November 1, 2007. 

Hunt Postdoctoral Fellowships Hunt Postdoctoral Fellowships provide up to $40,000 towards the writing-up of already completed research. The fellowship is awarded to scholars who are within ten years of the receipt of their Ph.D. and supports them early in their career when they frequently lack the time and resources to publish. Deadlines: May 1 and November 1, 2007. 

International Collaborative Research Grants International Collaborative Research Grants (ICRG) provide up to $30,000 to support research collaborations between two or more qualified scholars, where the principal investigators bring different and complementary perspectives, knowledge, and/or skills together. Supplemental funds are also available to provide essential training for academic research participants in ICRG funded projects. Deadlines: May 1 and November 1, 2007 (Preliminary proposals); June 1 and December 1, 2007 (Full proposals). 

Conference and Workshop Grants Conference and Workshops Grants are available to international scholars to develop anthropological knowledge and debates. Grants are made for up to $15,000. Deadlines: May 1 and November 1, 2007 (Preliminary proposals); June 1 and December 1, 2007 (Full proposals). 

http://www.wennergren.org/programs/programs_list.htm?attrib_id=13233
behavioral and social sciences
Methodology and Measurement in the Behavioral and Social Sciences

The participating Institutes and Centers invite qualified researchers to submit research grant applications on methodology and measurement in the behavioral and social sciences. Methodology and measurement issues include the processes that underlie research design, data collection techniques, measurement, and data analysis techniques in the social and behavioral sciences. The goal of this program announcement is to encourage research that will improve the quality and scientific power of data collected in the behavioral and social sciences, relevant to the missions of the NIH Institutes and Centers. Research that addresses methodology and measurement issues in diverse populations, issues in studying sensitive behaviors, issues of ethics in research, issues related to confidential data and the protection of research subjects, and issues in developing multidisciplinary, multimethod, and multilevel approaches to behavioral and social science research is particularly encouraged, as are approaches that integrate behavioral and social science research with biomedical, physical, or computational science research or engineering. 

This program announcement encourages applications in four general areas of methodology and measurement research in the social and behavioral sciences. These areas, include the processes that underlie research design, data collection techniques, measurement, and data analysis techniques. Within the broad spectrum of research defined by these areas, applicants are particularly encouraged (but are not required) to consider studies that address one or more of the following key issues: 
· Methodology and measurement issues in developing innovative interdisciplinary, multimethod, and multilevel research designs for use in behavioral and social science research, with special emphasis on both the development of new technologies, and accressing the analytical complexities associated with the integration of behavioral, social, genetic, and biomedical data. 

· Methodology and measurement issues in research relating to diverse populations, for example, populations that are distinctive by virtue of age, gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, culture, socio-economic status, literacy, language, or disability. 

· Methodology and measurement issues in studying how dramatic changes in economic, social, environmental, physical, or political context affect human health and well-being, including, developing new methods if older ones are no longer valid in the face of significant changes in populations and societies over the last several decades. 

· Methodology and measurement issues in studying potentially sensitive behaviors, such as sexual behavior and abortion, and covert or illegal behaviors such as drug use, abuse, and violence. 

· Methodology and measurement issues concerning ethics in research, with emphasis on the topics of informed consent, assessment of risk and benefit, and selection and retention of subjects and ensuring subjects‘ confidentiality. 

Multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary approaches are strongly encouraged. Potential applicants are urged to explore the ideas and methods developed in social science and behavioral fields other than their own and to consider the development and integration of behavioral and social science measures with those of the biomedical, physical, or computational sciences or engineering. 

This FOA will utilize the NIH Research Project Grant (R01), the Exploratory/Developmental (R21) and Small Research Grant (R03) award mechanisms. A project period of up to two years and a budget for direct costs of up to $50,000 per year may be requested for the R03 mechanism. For an R21 award, the applicant may request a project period of up to two years with a combined budget for direct costs of up $275,000 for the two year period. 

Deadline: June 5, 2007

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-06-344.html
biology (and mathematics)
Interdisciplinary Training for Undergraduates in Biological & Mathematical Sciences (UBM)

The goal of the National Science Foundation’s (NSF) Undergraduate Biology and Mathematics (UBM) activity is to enhance undergraduate education and training at the intersection of the biological and mathematical sciences, and to better prepare undergraduate biology or mathematics students to pursue graduate study and careers in fields that integrate the mathematical and biological sciences. 

The core of the activity is long-term research experiences for interdisciplinary balanced teams of at least two undergraduates. Projects should focus on research at the intersection of the mathematical and biological sciences. Projects should provide students exposure to contemporary mathematics and biology, addressed with modern research tools and methods. That is, projects must be genuine research experiences rather than rehearsals of research methods. Projects must involve students from both areas in collaborative research experiences and include joint mentorship by faculty in both fields. 

In addition, it is expected that projects will strengthen the research and education capacity, infrastructure and culture of the participating institutions. To this end, projects should create models for education in the mathematical and biological sciences and influence the direction of academic programs for a broad range of students. 

Research activities should focus on areas funded by the Division for Mathematical Sciences and the Directorate for Biological Sciences. Proposals may be of either large scope (Institutional projects) or small scope (Group projects): 

INSTITUTIONAL PROJECTS: Institutional projects are expected to be of five years duration, should assemble a diverse team of senior personnel, and in addition to research experiences and mentoring should address institutional curricular change that broadly engages the biological and mathematical sciences. These long-term projects will be reviewed in the third year and continuation of funding in years four and five will depend on a successful outcome. NSF anticipates making 2-3 of these awards. 

GROUP PROJECTS: Group projects are expected to be of three years duration, and should emphasize joint mentoring and research experiences for undergraduate students at the interface of biological and mathematical science. NSF anticipates making 4-6 group awards.

The anticipated funding amount is $3.3 million in FY 2007, pending the availability of funds. Total award sizes for Institutional projects should not exceed an average of $200,000 per year. Total award sizes for Group projects should not exceed $80,000 per year. 

The proposal submission deadline is APRIL 4, 
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2007/nsf07539/nsf07539.htm
Whitehall Foundation Neurobiology Grant Program

The Whitehall Foundation, through its programs of grants and grants-in-aid, assists scholarly research in the life sciences. It is the Foundation‘s policy to assist those dynamic areas of basic biological research that are not heavily supported by Federal agencies or other foundations with specialized missions. 
The Foundation is currently interested in basic research in neurobiology, defined as follows: Invertebrate and vertebrate (excluding clinical) neurobiology, specifically investigations of neural mechanisms involved in sensory, motor, and other complex functions of the whole organism as these relate to behavior. The overall goal should be to better understand behavioral output or brain mechanisms of behavior. 
Research grants are available to established scientists of all ages working at accredited institutions in the United States. Applications will be judged on the scientific merit and the innovative aspects of the proposal, as well as the competence of the applicant. Research grants will not be awarded to investigators who have already received, or expect to receive, substantial support from other sources, even if it is for an unrelated purpose. Research grants of up to three years will be provided, with a renewal grant with a maximum of two years possible. Research grants normally range from $30,000 to $75,000 per year. 

Grants-in-Aid are designed for researchers at the assistant professor level who experience difficulty in competing for research funds because they are not yet firmly established. Grants-in-Aid can also be made to senior scientists. Grants-in- Aid are awarded for a one-year period and do not exceed $30,000. 

Letter of Intent due April 15, 2007.

http://www.whitehall.org/grants/
economics

Retirement Economics

The National Institute on Aging invites applications for research on retirement economics. This Program Announcement encompasses research on the work and retirement decisions that people make at older ages and the health and economic circumstances of individuals as they evolve before retirement, at the time that work transitions take place, and throughout retirement. It is about the complex interrelationships between work, economic circumstances, public policy, health, and other aspects of later life. 

The following topics are examples of relevant research areas only. Applications are not limited to these areas. NIA encourages applicants to discuss their topics with program staff prior to submission. 

· the determinants of retirement behavior, 

· the variation in work patterns in later life, 

· the evolution of health and economic circumstances of individuals through retirement and into later life, 

· time use and life satisfaction before and during retirement, 

· the implications of retirement trends, 

· retirement expectations, 

· international comparisons of retirement and 

· the development of innovative retirement modeling techniques. 

This PA will use the NIH R01, P01, R03, and R21 award mechanisms. A project period of up to two years and a budget for direct costs of up to $50,000 per year may be requested under the R03 mechanism. The applicant may request a project period of up to two years with a combined budget for direct costs of up $275,000 for the two year period using the R21 mechanism. R01 grants are expected to be in the range of $200,000 - $500,000 direct cost per year. 

Proposal deadlines:  
P01: May 25, 2007;  R01: June 5, 2007;  R03 & R21: June 16, 2007

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-05-036.html
environmental

Atmospheric Radiation Measurement (ARM)

The Office of Biological and Environmental Research (BER) of the Office of Science (SC), U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), announces its interest in receiving applications to develop innovative techniques for observational data analysis and improved/new climate modeling parameterizations that represent clouds and their impact on the atmospheric radiation balance, in conjunction with the Atmospheric Radiation Measurement (ARM) Program in the Climate Change Research Division (CCRD) as part of the U.S. Climate Change Science Program (CCSP). 

This Notice requests applications for grants, both new and renewal, that address the ARM goal of improving the accuracy of climate model simulations by enhancing the representation of cloud and radiation processes in climate models. The research areas of interest include the development of algorithms for retrieving the required measurements from ARM instruments, studies utilizing ARM data to improve the understanding of cloud and radiation physical processes, the translation of process study results into process models and parameterizations, and the incorporation of the submodels into climate models. Research to develop tools and methodologies for making ARM data more useful for the development and testing of climate models is especially encouraged. Modeling areas of interest include convection triggering conditions, closure assumptions, mechanisms and magnitudes of convective and mesoscale updrafts and downdrafts, convection- PBL interactions, and interactions of 3-D cloud and radiative processes. 

Specific areas of interest to the ARM program are: 

· Developing and testing methodologies to use ARM observations in atmospheric models, both at the cloud resolving model scale and the global climate model scale. 

· Incorporating new findings from the ARM data analysis into the cloud resolving or in the 1-D and 3-D versions of GCMs. 

· Improving existing or developing new radiation and cloud parameterizations for global models using ARM observations. 

· Developing new techniques to retrieve and analyze the properties of different types of clouds, with a special focus on the properties of deep convective clouds and ice and mixed-phase clouds. 

· Analyzing data obtained from MPACE, TWP-ICE, CLASIC and COPS field campaigns, and evaluating model simulations against observed clouds and their properties. 

· Conducting analyses to improve our understanding of cloud and radiation processes including the 3-D cloud-radiation process at scales from the local atmospheric column to the GCM grid square, and the relationship between atmospheric radiation and the life-cycle of tropical and high latitude clouds. 

· Quantifying the effects of aerosols on cloud properties and the resulting radiation field, using a combination of ARM observations and physical models.

Applications are limited to those that utilize ARM generated data in the proposed research. Applications for instrument development will not be considered. Applications that require a special field campaign which has not already been planned and approved by the ARM Climate Research Facility Program Manager will not be accepted for consideration. 

It is anticipated that approximately $3M-$4M will be available for 20-25 awards ranging from $50,000 to 150,000/year in FY 2008, contingent upon the availability of appropriated funds. Multiple-year funding of awards is expected. 

Potential applicants are required to submit a Preapplication for receipt by DOE by 4:30 p.m. Eastern Time, MARCH 22, 2007. Full Applications are due May 7, 2007, 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time. 

http://www.science.doe.gov/grants/FAPN07-24.html
2007 Budweiser Conservation Scholarship Program

Anheuser-Busch and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) are seeking applications for the 2007 Budweiser Conservation Scholarship Program. This competitive scholarship program supports and promotes innovative research or study that seeks to respond to today‘s most pressing conservation issues. The Budweiser Conservation Scholarship Program seeks to support the next generation of leaders by providing scholarships to eligible graduate and undergraduate students who are poised to make a significant contribution to the field of conservation. 
Under the 2007 Budweiser Conservation Scholarship Program, 10 scholarships of up to $10,000 each will be awarded to cover students‘ expenses for tuition, fees, books, room and board, and other direct expenses related to their studies. Awards will be made based on merit and will take into consideration the student‘s academic achievements and their ability and commitment to develop innovative solutions that are designed to address real and pressing issues affecting the conservation of natural resources. 
Specific areas of interest under the 2007 scholarship program include innovative research or study addressing the conservation of fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats, water conservation and watershed management, and conservation of natural resources through waste minimization, recycling and litter prevention. 

To be eligible for consideration, a student must be a United States citizen at least 21 years of age and enrolled in an accredited institution of higher education in the United States pursuing a graduate or undergraduate degree (sophomores and juniors in the current academic year only) in environmental science, natural resource management, biology, public policy, geography, political science or related disciplines. Recipients are eligible for one year of scholarship support. 

Complete application packages must be submitted to the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and be postmarked no later than APRIL 16, 2007. Applications will be reviewed by a selection committee made up of representatives from professional organizations, universities and federal resource and research agencies. Applicants will be evaluated based upon their knowledge of conservation issues; the merits of their proposed research based upon its significance to the field of conservation, feasibility and overall quality; the innovativeness of their proposed research or study; their academic achievements; and their commitment to leadership in the field of conservation. An announcement of the successful scholarship recipients will be made in September 2007. 

Proposal deadline is April 16, 2007.

The application, FAQs and lists of past awardees and their project summaries can be found at: http://www.nfwf.org/programs/budscholarship/index.cfm
Invasive Plant Management in Florida 

Effective management of invasive non-native plants on Florida’s public lands and waterways requires science-based policy and methodology.  The Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s Bureau of Invasive Plant Management annually provides funds to scientific researchers in support of the Bureau’s aquatic and upland plant management programs.  Funded projects in research may vary from basic life-history studies of invasive species to better invasive plant control methodology.

Areas of particular current bureau interest include, but are not limited to, the following:

· Improved practices for chemical control of Colocasia esculenta, Dioscorea bulbifera, Eichhornia crassipes, Hymenachne amplexicaulis, Lygodium microphyllum, and Ruellia brittoniana, and especially for controlling large lake systems infested with Hydrilla verticillata    

· Impact of channel apple snails (Pomacea insularum) on native submersed and emergent vegetation 

· Development of screening protocols for new or potentially invasive non-native plant species 

· Use of native plants for aquatic system restoration following control of invasive non-native plants 

· Images of invasive non-native plants available on-line for general use in management training 

· Endothall and fluridone bioassays on apple snails 

· Evaluation and cost effectiveness of different types of tussock shredding machines and aquatic plant harvesters 
· Relationship between fisheries and wildlife and the amount of vegetation control 
· Ecological impact of invasive non-native plant species in Florida 

· The economic impact of invasive plants on Florida's public conservation lands and waterways 

· Research on the impact and control of the blue-green algae Cylindorspermopsis 
· Susceptibility of native vegetation to increased concentrations of fluridone 
· Biological control research for Hydrilla verticillata, Eichhornia crassipes, Hygrophila polysperma, Lygodium microphyllum, Paederia foetida, Panicum repens, and Schinus terebinthifolius 
· Impacts of epiphytic algae or cyanobacteria on apple snails and the birds that consume them – an AVM-related issue 
Typical maximum funding for a year of university-related research ranges from $20,000-$35,000.  Due to DEP limited funding, cost sharing is encouraged.

Two-page Pre-proposals are due April 6, 2007.  Following a two-step evaluation process, applicants with high-ranking pre-proposals will be notified in early July 2007 to submit a full research project proposal and detailed budget.
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/lands/invaspec/2ndlevpgs/Research.htm
Computational Toxicology Centers: Development of Predictive Environmental and Biomedical Computer-Based Simulations and Models

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), as part of its Science to Achieve Results (STAR) program, is seeking applications proposing to develop in silico modeling applications of biological systems in areas as diverse as receptor-ligand interactions in cell signaling, simulated organ dysfunction (e.g., heart, liver, kidney), and systemic response to environmental toxicants and pollutants.  

Applications may be submitted by paper or through grants.gov.

Proposal deadline is June 12, 2007.

http://es.epa.gov/ncer/rfa/2007/2007_comp_tox.html
head start
Head Start Graduate Student Research Grants

The purpose of this announcement is to report the availability of funds for Head Start Graduate Student Research Grants to support research activities in partnership with Head Start programs. The grant projects are expected to address research topics that support and inform Head Start programs, benefiting teachers, children and/or parents. 

Four specific research areas are of particular interest to the Head Start Bureau for this year‘s Head Start Graduate Student Research Grants. 

English Language Learners - Children learning English as their second language face many challenges during their pre-school years. ACF seeks research regarding English Language Learners and their families that addresses their specific needs within the Head Start program and will serve to improve and inform Head Start policy and practice for ELL children. 

Math and Early Childhood Education - The Head Start Impact Study indicates that Head Start children‘s early math skills development is not commensurate with other measured outcomes. ACF seeks research regarding Early Math Development that addresses the needs of children within the Head Start programs and will serve to improve and inform Head Start policy and practice for math services. 

Health Services - Low-income children are at risk for numerous health problems, including obesity, dental disease, and lack of immunizations. Head Start programs vary in their abilities to effectively intervene and positively impact these risk factors. ACF seeks research regarding Head Start health services that will address the needs of children within Head Start programs and will serve to improve and inform Head Start policy and practice. 

Children with Disabilities - Head Start/Early Head Start serves a range of at-risk populations, including children and families with physical health, mental health and developmental disabilities and complicating risk factors (e.g., poverty, migrant status, parental education). ACF seeks research regarding children with disabilities that addresses the needs of these children and their families within the Head Start programs and will serve to inform and improve Head Start services for children with disabilities. 

Applicants must address at least one of these four research priority areas. Applicants should address issues of both local and national significance. 

Eligible applicants are institutions of higher education on behalf of doctoral-level students. Doctoral students must have completed their Master‘s Degree or equivalent in the field of doctoral study and must submit formal notification from their institute regarding their eligibility to pursue dissertation work to ACF by August 1, 2007. 

This grant is intended for dissertation research for an individual graduate student. The research project must be an independent study conducted by the individual graduate student or well-defined portion(s) of a larger study currently being conducted by a faculty member. If the project is part of a larger research effort, the proposal must clearly distinguish between the student‘s portion of the research activities and those of the larger project. The graduate student must write the application in its entirety. A university faculty member must serve as a mentor to the graduate student. This faculty member is listed as the Principal Investigator and must be committed to taking a central role in maintaining an ongoing research partnership with a Head Start program. 

It is estimated that 4 to 10 awards of $25,000 yearly will be made for project periods of 2 years. 
Letter of Intent is due April 2, 2007.

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/grants/open/HHS-2007-ACF-OPRE-YR-0068.html
health

Oral Health Promotion Research Across the Lifespan (R01)

This funding opportunity announcement (FOA) is intended to encourage the development, implementation and testing of oral health promotion interventions directed at improving oral health across the lifespan. The research team must include someone with extensive experience in health promotion, behavioral and /or social science research. Applications for clinical trials or randomized intervention studies will NOT be accepted under this FOA. 

The health promotion intervention must be based on a previously conducted assessment of the epidemiology, social, behavioral and/or environmental factors related to the disease or condition under study. The assessment could have been funded by NIDCR or other sources. This research on prevention of oral diseases or reduction of health disparities could focus in any of the following areas: 

· maternal and child health, 

· adolescent and young adult health and 

· the health of adults with complex diseases. 

The studies in response to this announcement would: a) apply or adapt existing behavioral or health promotion theories and planning research models to known risk factors and lifestyle aspects of oral diseases and conditions, b) promote optimal oral health of individuals, families and communities in the context of overall health and co-morbidities, and/or c) integrate oral health promotion into general health promotion programs. 

This Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) will use the NIH Research Project Grant (R01) award mechanism. Because the nature and scope of the proposed research will vary from application to application, it is anticipated that the size and duration of each award will also vary. 

Proposals are due June 5, 2007.

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-07-225.html
Understanding and Promoting Health Literacy (R21 & R03)

The ultimate goal of this program announcement is to encourage empirical research on health literacy concepts, theory and interventions as these relate to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services‘ public health priorities that are outlined in its HealthierUS and Healthy People 2010 initiatives. Health literacy is defined as the degree to which individuals have the capacity to obtain, process, and understand basic health information and services needed to make appropriate health decisions. 

Several institutes and offices within AHRQ, CDC and NIH have joined together to support this initiative. Applications should address health promotion, injury or disease prevention, treatment or management of injuries, diseases or health conditions, and/or the improvement of health or health care outcomes within specific populations (e.g., children, the elderly, low income or vulnerable or underserved populations). 

A wide variety of research approaches are encouraged under this Program Announcement: 

· Basic research that investigates or describes the nature of health literacy and the magnitude of health literacy problems 

· Applied research addressing issues pertinent to health literacy practices (e.g., systems level interventions) and research-in-practice (e.g., active potential end users participate as supportive research partners); 

· Develop theoretical models, refine research constructs, improve methods and measurements, and establish causal relationships (e.g., between low health literacy and lack of effective health promotion); 

· Evaluation research that develops and tests the effectiveness of interventions, or adapts and tests existing programs (including those that are implemented by health care systems and systems outside of health care), to reduce low health literacy and its adverse consequences; 

· Secondary analyses of existing datasets as well as meta-analytic studies; 

· Multilevel, multidisciplinary, interdisciplinary, and transdisciplinary research is encouraged, especially studies that incorporate individual, family, community and societal mediators of health literacy in childhood and adulthood, or state-of-the-art health communication theory and knowledge. 

Researchers are encouraged to address health literacy as it pertains to prevention, healthy living, chronic disease management, patient-based health care, cultural competence, and health disparities. Research questions can focus on consumers, patients, clients, providers, educators, and organizations or systems. 

This FOA will utilize the R21 Exploratory/Developmental grant mechanism and the R03 Small Research grant mechanism. The total project period for an R21 application may not exceed two years. Direct costs are limited to $275,000 over an R21 two-year period, with no more than $200,000 in direct costs allowed in any single year. The R21 is not renewable. R03 awards are limited to budgets for direct costs of up to $50,000 per year and a project duration of up to two years may be requested for a maximum of $100,000 direct costs over a two- year project period. 
Letter of Intent due April 2, 2007.

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-07-018.html
Nursing Research Grants Program

The American Nurses Foundation (ANF) invites applications for research grants. The ANF supports the research career development of nurses. Proposals addressing patient outcomes research are preferred but not required. 

ANF provides funds to beginner and experienced nurse researchers to conduct studies that contribute toward the advancement of nursing science and the enhancement of patient care. Awards are given in all areas of nursing, including healthy patient outcomes, health care policy development, critical care, gerontology, women’s health, community and family intervention. Eligibility requirements include: 

· Principal investigator must be a registered nurse who has obtained at least one degree, either a bachelor‘s or higher, in nursing. 

· Principal Investigators who have received previous ANF funding are eligible to reapply three years from the date when the last grant was awarded.

A single nonrefundable fee of $100.00 must be submitted when applying for an award. Funding will range from $3,500 to $20,000. 
Proposal deadline is May 15, 2007.

http://www.anfonline.org/nrggrant.htm
Fresh Ideas: Improving the Health of Immigrant & Refugee Communities

This initiative aims to give immigrants and refugees the tools and support they need to improve and maintain their own health. Today, more than 30 million immigrants and refugees live in the United States. They often have high rates of chronic health problems, due at least in part to difficulties they have getting appropriate social and health services. Language barriers, lack of education and cultural differences sometimes make it harder for immigrants and refugees to obtain culturally appropriate services, outreach or other information that could help them live healthier lives. 

The Vulnerable Populations Portfolio is interested in new community-based approaches to health and health care problems faced by immigrants and refugees. RWJF seeks projects that address: 

· How health and social systems can accommodate the unique needs of different and changing immigrant and refugee populations 

· How communities can engage in helping immigrants and refugees maintain and improve their health 

· What strategies can overcome barriers that immigrants and refugees face when trying to access health and social services 

To be considered, proposals must address ways for improving the health of new residents by linking how social factors—language skills, significant cultural differences, poor education, and poverty—affect health outcomes. 

Applicants may be either public entities or nonprofit organizations that are tax-exempt under Section 501c3 of the Internal Revenue Code. RWJF is especially interested in providing support to organizations outside the formal network of health care providers, such as grassroots organizations, faith-based organizations and advocacy organizations (rather than traditional providers, such as hospitals and medical clinics). 

Grants up to $300,000 (maximum grant award) for up to three years will be available. Under this initiative, we will fund eight to ten projects for 2007. It is anticipated proposals will be reviewed several times in 2007. The next review deadline is April 13, 2007. At that point, the criteria for proposals may remain the same, or they may change, based on the proposals received in the first round. 

http://www.rwjf.org/applications/solicited/cfp.jsp?ID=19480
international

Rediscovering Afghanistan

The National Endowment for the Humanities invites applications for projects that focus on Afghanistan`s history and culture. The special initiative is designed to promote research, education, and public programs about Afghanistan and to encourage United States institutions to assist Afghanistan in efforts to preserve and document its cultural resources. 
Today Afghanistan is looking to the future as well as the past. The last three years have produced extraordinary progress on political, economic, and physical reconstruction and a renewal of cultural and scholarly activities. Museums and archives now display art, artifacts, and other cultural resources that were protected throughout the years of Taliban control by brave individuals who risked their own lives to save them from destruction. Traditional arts, crafts, music, and dance have seen a revival of interest. New opportunities are emerging for Afghan scholars and institutions to collaborate with their counterparts in the United States and other countries, and for scholars, students, and institutions in the United States to rediscover Afghanistan. 
Proposals for the initiative may take the form of projects to preserve and provide access to documents and artifacts; education and training for Afghan archivists, librarians, and museum professionals; new scholarship; scholarly translations; archaeology projects; educational projects in US schools, colleges, and universities for every level, K-16; and public programs conducted by US libraries, museums and historical societies, including exhibitions, film, radio, and Internet-based programs. On-site work in Afghanistan is contingent upon security; applicants should consult the updated travel advisories and warnings issued by the State Department. 

Applications must be submitted to one of the Endowment`s existing grant programs at its regular deadline. Proposals will be evaluated through NEH`s established review process and will not receive special consideration. Applicants are urged to discuss their project with a program officer or send a preliminary proposal by mail or e-mail. 

http://www.neh.gov/grants/guidelines/afghanistan.html
Collaborative Partnersips Program: Egypt and Jordan

Through the Collaborative Partnership Program for economic and social development, USAID`s Bureau for Economic Growth, Agriculture, and Trade/Office of Education (EGAT/ED) is assisting USAID Missions to mobilize the expertise and resources of U.S. and local higher education institutions to address critical development challenges. The overall goal is to increase the capacity of higher education institutions in developing countries to contribute to development, providing the human and institutional training needed for economic growth, good governance, and social prosperity. 

HED anticipates making two (2) awards, contingent on USAID funding: 

· One (1) award for Egypt of up to $400,000 for up to a three-year period to align business education with private sector needs; and 

· One (1) award for Jordan of up to $700,000 for up to a three-year period to build human capacity in natural resources. 

A minimum suggested total cost share from all U.S. partners is 25 percent of the requested award amount. Cash and in-kind contributions will be accepted as part of the applicant’s cost sharing. 

HED welcomes applications from the member institutions of ACE, AACC, AASCU, AAU, NAICU, and NASULGC, and from other regionally accredited, degree granting, U.S. higher education institutions. U.S. colleges and universities may apply individually, or in partnership with other institutions. HED encourages applications from or with the participation of minority-serving institutions. Note: Given the multidisciplinary nature of the Jordan partnership goals and objectives and a desire to benefit from a breadth of experience, it is essential that more than one U.S. institution be involved in the program as a consortium. 

The deadline for receipt of applications is April 16, 2007, 5:00 p.m. EDT. 

http://www.hedprogram.org/tabid/214/itemid/80/Background.aspx
library sciences

Electronic Records Projects

The focus of the NHPRC's Electronic Records grant program is to support projects that will lead to sustainable electronic records programs in state archives and other historical records repositories. 

Applications are sought for projects to: 

· Assess institutional capacity through program evaluation and planning; 

· Create institutional capacity with program start- up support; 

· Expand the scope of existing programs; and 

· Develop cooperative institutions that provide electronic records preservation services to repositories. 

Although projects focused exclusively on professional development are not eligible in this grant opportunity, NHPRC strongly encourages each application to include professional development components necessary for the success of the project. These may consist of basic or advanced e-records training for archives staff and/or for agency records managers, high level administrators, IT staff, and others. 

Awards normally are for one, two, or three years and may range from $20,000 to $400,000. The Commission provides no more than 50 percent of project costs for Electronic Records Projects. 

This category is open to archives and other repositories and, for Cooperative Networks and Service Provider projects, other organizations that are part of: 

· Nonprofit organizations or institutions, 

· Colleges, universities, and other academic institutions, 

· State or local government agencies, or 

· Federally-acknowledged or state-recognized American Indian tribes or groups.

Applicants are encouraged to contact the Director for Technology Initiatives at the NHPRC who may: advise the applicant about the review process; answer questions about what activities are eligible for support; supply samples of successful applications; and read and comment on a preliminary draft of the proposal. Applicants may submit a draft proposal by April 1, 2007. Final proposals are due June 1, 2007. 
http://www.archives.gov/nhprc/announcement/electronic.html
mental health

Mental Health Consequences of Violence and Trauma

Through this Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA), the National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) seeks to encourage investigator-initiated research to enhance scientific understanding about the etiology of psychopathology related to violence and trauma, as well as studies to develop and test effective treatments, services, and prevention strategies in this area. The NIMH mission encompasses the conduct and support of biomedical and behavioral research, as well as the translation and testing of scientifically generated information into clinical applications, interventions, and services. 
Emerging areas of particular interest to the NIMH concern acute reactions to trauma, risk for psychopathology, translation of basic behavioral and neuroscience findings on resiliency and risk for intervention development and testing, and strategies for effective service provision, particularly where non-specialty systems (i.e., primary care) may be required to provide mental health services. These areas incorporate research needs regarding interpersonal violence (e.g., victims/survivors of child abuse and neglect, violence against women, hate crimes); exposure to mass violence/major traumatic events (e.g., terrorism, major accidents, combat and war, refugee trauma and relocation, torture, natural and technological disaster); exposure to family, school, and community violence; violence in the media; and other types of trauma and victimization. Populations of concern include children, youth, adults, the elderly, men and women, and all racial and ethnic groups. 
This PA will use the NIH Research Project Grant (R01), Exploratory/ Developmental Grant (R21), Clinical Exploratory/Developmental Grant (R34), and Small Grant (R03) award mechanisms. The total project period for an R01 application submitted in response to this PA may not exceed 5 years. The Exploratory/ Developmental Research Grant (R21) provides 2 years of funding with a maximum of $275,000 direct costs for each year over the entire budget period. The Small Grant (R03) provides 2 years of funding with a maximum of $50,000 direct costs for each year. The R34 mechanism provides up to $450,000 direct costs for 3 years with no single year exceeding $225,000. 

Proposal deadline is June 5, 2007.

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-07-312.html
multicultural communications

Projects on Multicultural Activities

The American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) recognizes the value of supporting the infusion of multiculturalism into their clinical, educational, and professional programs; and the activities of allied/related associations and organizations. For the twelfth consecutive year, ASHA has allocated funding for projects on multicultural activities. 

Proposals must have a multicultural focus. Multicultural is defined to include issues dealing with race, ethnicity, language, gender or gender identification, age, sexual orientation, and disability. There is particular interest in, but not limited to, proposals that respond to: 

· developing and increasing cultural competence and/or 

· providing applied/efficacy research and evidence- based clinical practice. 

This RFP competition is open to clinical and/or school-based speech, language, and hearing programs; university programs, state associations, allied and related professional organizations, and ASHA‘s Special Interest Divisions. An ASHA member must serve as project director. 

It is expected that the average individual award will be $7,000 to $10,000. Individual awards will not exceed $18,000. The exact number of grant awards will depend on the nature, quality, and number of proposals received. If no proposals meet a minimum level of quality, no grants will be awarded. 
Proposal deadline is April 13, 2007.

http://www.asha.org/about/leadership-projects/multicultural/funding/rfp.htm
science and engineering
Science of Science and Innovation Policy (SciSIP)

The Directorate for Social, Behavioral and Economic Sciences (SBE) at the National Science Foundation (NSF) aims to foster the development of the knowledge, theories, data, tools and human capital needed to cultivate a new Science of Science and Innovation Policy (SciSIP). SciSIP will underwrite fundamental research that creates new explanatory models and analytic tools designed to inform the nation‘s public and private sectors about the processes through which investments in science and engineering (S&E) research are transformed into social and economic outcomes. 
SciSIP‘s goals are to understand the contexts, structures and processes of S&E research, to evaluate reliably the tangible and intangible returns from investments in research and development (R&D), and to predict the likely returns from future R&D investments within tolerable margins of error and with attention to the full spectrum of potential consequences. Specifically, the research and community development components of SciSIP‘s activities will: (1) develop usable knowledge and theories of creative processes and their transformation into social and economic outcomes; (2) develop, improve and expand models and analytical tools that can be applied in the science policy decision making process; and (3) develop a community of experts across academic institutions focused on SciSIP. Characterizing the dynamics of discovery and innovation is important for developing valid metrics, for predicting future returns on investments, for constructing fruitful policies, and for developing new forms of workforce education and training. 
The FY SciSIP 2007 competition includes two emphasis areas: Analytical Tools and Model Building. The emergent body of research will develop and utilize techniques for retrospective and prospective analyses. In addition, research will provide insight into factors that propagate new ideas at levels from the molecular functioning of the human brain to the organizational, and at the state, national and international levels. Future solicitations will also target research that would improve and expand science metrics and datasets. 

All proposals submitted to the Science of Science and Innovation Policy competition must identify one of the two emphasis areas described below — Models and Tools. Research projects that involve both of these emphasis areas are encouraged, but a primary area of emphasis must be identified. There is particular interest in path-breaking ideas with relevance to understanding the discovery and innovation processes, as well as prospective analyses on science and technology investments in the face of risk and uncertainty. Priority will be given to those projects. 

Models (MOD) - Proposals in this emphasis area may focus on but are not limited to: models of components of the innovation system, particularly knowledge, financial and workforce flows and stocks; models that can be used to assess and inform science and technology investment decisions; computational models of creativity; agent-based and network models; risk and uncertainty assessment models; portfolio management models; complexity theory; stochastic and dynamical systems theory; organizational studies of discovery and innovation; and frameworks that systematically relate how intellectual, social and physical organization influence creativity and innovation. 

Tools (TLS) - Proposals in this emphasis area may focus on but are not limited to: statistical and econometric tools for estimating returns to science and engineering investments; assessment and evaluation tools, such as systemic research, evolutionary computation, and other tools that can be used to analyze complex systems; algorithmic information theory, including computer simulations; supply-chain management tools; Internet applications; cyber-computing power; and data visualization. 

NSF has special interest in proposals that develop and employ innovative approaches in the study of Science of Science and Innovation Policy and include research personnel from all ranks who are representative of the diversity in U.S. society. When appropriate, interdisciplinary and international collaborative partnerships are encouraged. SciSIP encourages research-intensive and extensive universities to partner with other types of colleges and universities, especially ones serving underrepresented minority populations. 

NSF anticipates making approximately 20-30 SciSIP awards in FY 2007. These awards will typically be for 3 years, with total award sizes (including indirect costs) not to exceed $400,000. 

The proposal receipt deadline is MAY 22, 2007, 5 p.m. proposer‘s local time by NSF FastLane or by grants.gov. 

http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2007/nsf07547/nsf07547.htm
Transportation Planning Cooperative Research

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) is soliciting proposals for R&D projects that could lead to transformational changes and revolutionary advances for transportation planning in the U.S. The objective is to advance the practice and application of transportation planning among state, regional and local transportation planning agencies in response to significant changes in the planning process and to identify new tools, techniques and approaches that respond to national transportation planning priorities. 

The program scope is intentionally broad to address the wide spectrum of topics and objectives that the funded investigations can support, and is intended to spur innovation and focus on high risk and high pay-off R&D projects. Incremental advances and demonstrations of existing technologies are not within the scope of this program. Five focus areas within transportation planning are of particular strategic interest and relevance to the FHWA. Proposals in these areas are highly encouraged. 

(1)CONGESTION MANAGEMENT: In this area, the objective is to support the national strategy to reduce congestion on America`s transportation network as well as support other initiatives to link operations and planning. Research could focus on road/congestion pricing and private sector involvement in transportation investment, and management and operations. Research could support work to advance analysis tools for use in the evaluation of operational improvements and strategies in transportation planning, advance the Congestion Management Process, and provide for information dissemination on these topics. Research also could result in the development of new tools and programs for understanding, analyzing and responding to congestion problems. 

(2) SAFETY PLANNING: The objective of this research is to help transportation planners determine how to best incorporate safety into the transportation planning process and identify the effective combinations of transportation safety strategies according to local conditions. Key areas of focus will be research to improve safety data collection and management, to assess the impact of elected officials in promoting safety goals within transportation planning processes and to develop analysis tools and methods to support transportation safety planning on tribal lands. 

(3)FREIGHT PLANNING: Across most of the country, freight movements are growing as a share of transportation system volumes. The objective of this research is to promote the integration of freight into the transportation planning and programming processes at the State and metropolitan levels. Research could focus on how to effectively engage the private sector freight community into the State and metropolitan planning processes; how parameters such as price, travel time, permitting, and user fees affect modal shift; what elasticities are inherent in these parameters; and the benefits/cost analyses of freight projects. Research also could develop new tools and programs such as freight analytical techniques, freight modeling improvements, methods of innovative freight data collection and data sharing, as well as pilot projects. 

(4) PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT, ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE, VISUALIZATION IN PLANNING: There is a continued need for assessing changes and demonstrating the use of new methods in public involvement and community impact assessment practice. Environmental justice and visualization are emerging areas of research and practice for transportation planning practitioners. Visualization applied to transportation planning is an emerging area of both research and practice. Research in visualization could result in (a) successful methods for adopting visualization and (b) demonstration of improved communication between transportation practitioners, decision-makers and the public. 

(5) TOOLS AND TECHNIQUES THAT SUPPORT STATE, LOCAL, TRIBAL PLANNING CAPACITY BUILDING: In this area, research needs to demonstrate a clear understanding of audience needs, agency practices and process requirements in statewide and metropolitan transportation planning.

The FHWA has budgeted approximately $650,000 in FY 2007 to fund this research program. Proposals will be evaluated using a two-part process consisting of pre-proposals and full-proposals. Offerors whose pre-proposals are of interest to FHWA will be invited to submit full proposals. Offerors who have been notified by FHWA that their proposals are not of interest may also submit full proposals if they wish. The FHWA anticipates making multiple awards, typically of 12- to 24-month duration with the size of individual awards varying from $50,000 to more than $100,000 depending on the research area and study requirements. 

Pre-proposals must be submitted via electronic mail, and must be received by the FHWA on or before 4:00 p.m. Eastern Time, April 30, 2007. Full Proposals Invitations will be issued on/about May 29, 2007; Full Proposals will be due on/about June 25, 2007; and final awards are anticipated in August/September 2007. 

http://fedbizopps.cos.com/cgi-bin/getRec?id=20070223a522
Honda Initiation Grants 

As a leader in personal-mobility technology, Honda has a long history of working with experts in academic research communities. In 1997, the Honda Initiation Grant (HIG) was inaugurated to further strengthen Honda`s relationship with universities in the U.S. and Canada. The primary purpose of this program is to fund novel and exciting ideas in their early stages of development. The projects funded should seek break-away insights that are likely to make important and valuable contributions to technology in the long term (5-10 years). Based on their accomplishments and the promise of the research, Honda will consider grantees for follow-up funding after the first year. 

There will be at least 5 grants at $50,000 each awarded to professors for outstanding proposals on a variety of research topics. Additionally, based on relevance to Honda`s interest and projected competitiveness, the project may be eligible to receive up to $100,000 total. Pre-Proposals are sought for topics in the following broad areas (see the RFP for topic listings): 

· Automotive, motorcycle and power sport-related 

· Environment and materials 

· Computer science/humanoid robotics

HIG funds can be used to pay for salary for faculty, stipends for graduate students or postdoctoral fellows, supplies and services, and relevant travel required for the HIG-funded project. Capital expenditures are not covered. University overhead charges are included in the grant. 

Applications may be made by regularly appointed full-time faculty members at any academic institution that confers technical or scientific advanced degrees in the United States or Canada. Applications from researchers seeking to inaugurate new research areas are particularly encouraged. There is no limit to the number of proposals each university may submit to the program. 

Pre-Proposals should be submitted before midnight APRIL 16, 2007. Full proposals will be invited.

http://www.honda-ri.com/HRI_Us/about-us/honda-initiation-grant
small business

Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) – Phase I
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) contemplates awarding approximately 40 fixed price contracts under the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) Program, Phase I, during FY 2008. 

The topics for the Phase I solicitation are as follows: 

A. Innovation in Manufacturing; 
B. Nanotechnology; 

C.
Green Buildings; 

D.
Drinking Water and Water Monitoring; 

E.
Water and Wastewater Management; 

F.
Control of Air Pollution; 

G.
Air Monitoring and Remote Sensing; 

H.
Engine and Vehicle Emissions Reduction; 

I.
Animal Waste and Waste to Energy; 

J.
Waste Management and Monitoring; 

K.
Coal Bed Methane and Oil & Gas Drilling; 

L.
Large-Scale Disaster Debris Management; 

M.
Technology for Villages and Small Communities; and 

N.
Homeland Security.

The solicitation will be available on or about March 15, 2007, with proposals due on MAY 23, 2007

http://www.epa.gov/ncer/sbir/
Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) Phase I Soliciation

The Volpe National Transportation System Center has issued the FY 2007 Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) Phase I solicitation on behalf of the U.S. Department of Transportation (US DOT). The purpose of this solicitation is to invite small businesses with their valuable resources and creative capabilities to submit innovative research proposals that address high priority requirements of the US DOT. 
Phase I provides support for the conduct of feasibility-related experimental or theoretical research or R/R&D efforts on research topics as described in the solicitation. The dollar value of the proposal may be up to $100,000 unless otherwise noted and the period of performance is generally six months. The basis for award will be the scientific and technical merit of the proposal and its relevance to DOT requirements and priorities. 
Applicants must register with the Volpe Center by April 17, 2007, in order to submit a proposal. Proposals must be received by MAY 1, 2007, 5 p.m. Eastern Time. 
http://www.volpe.dot.gov/sbir/sol07/index.html
Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) Grant Programs

Applicants are invited to submit SBIR and STTR grant applications for the Calendar Year (CY) 2007 to the National Institutes of Health (NIH), and SBIR applications to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and Food and Drug Administration (FDA). (Note that CDC and FDA do not participate in the STTR program.) 
The PHS 2007-2 SBIR/STTR Omnibus Solicitation consists of: (1) a parent funding opportunity announcement (FOA) for SBIR, (2) a parent FOA for STTR, and (3) narrative descriptions of the programs and research topics. United States small business concerns that have the research capabilities and technological expertise to contribute to the research or research and development (R/R&D) mission of the NIH, CDC and the FDA awarding components identified in this solicitation are encouraged to submit SBIR/STTR grant applications in response to identified topics. Applicants may also consider other areas of research within the mission of an Institute/Center (IC) and submit an investigator- initiated SBIR/STTR application. 
The goals of the SBIR and STTR programs are to stimulate technological innovation in the private sector, strengthen the role of small business concerns in meeting Federal research and development needs, increase the commercial application of federally supported research results, and foster and encourage participation by socially and economically disadvantaged persons and women-owned small businesses in technological innovation. The STTR program further expands the goals through cooperative R/R&D carried out between small business concerns and research institutions. Innovative technologies and methodologies fuel progress in biomedical and behavioral research and represent an increasingly important area of the economy. The SBIR and STTR programs provide support for R/R&D of new technologies and methodologies that have the potential to succeed as commercial products, processes or services. 

The SBIR and STTR programs consist of three phases: 

PHASE I: The objective of Phase I is to establish the technical merit and feasibility of the proposed R/R&D efforts and to determine the quality of performance of the small business grantee organization prior to providing further Federal support in Phase II. Preliminary data is not required. SBIR/STTR Phase I awards normally may not exceed $100,000 total costs for a period normally not to exceed 6 months (SBIR) or one year (STTR). For SBIR projects, the total amount of all contractual costs and consultant fees normally may not exceed 33% of the total costs requested. For STTR projects, the small business must perform a minimum of 40% of the R/R&D and the single partnering U.S. research institution must perform a minimum of 30% of the R/R&D. 

PHASE II: The objective of Phase II is to continue the R/R&D efforts initiated in Phase I. Funding shall be based on several factors including the feasibility results of Phase I, scientific and technical merit, and commercial potential of the Phase II application. SBIR/STTR Phase II awards normally may not exceed $750,000 in total costs for a period normally not to exceed 2 years. Only Phase I grantees are eligible to obtain Phase II funding, and only one Phase II award may be made for a single SBIR/STTR project. 

PHASE III: The objective of Phase III is for the small business concern to pursue with non- SBIR/STTR funds (either Federal or non-Federal) the commercialization objectives resulting from the results of the research or R&D funded in Phases I and II. In some Federal agencies, Phase III may involve follow-on, non-SBIR/STTR funded R&D, or production contracts for products or processes intended for use by the U.S. Government. 

Applicants are strongly encouraged to contact NIH staff listed in the Agency Contacts Table of the parent funding opportunity announcements (SBIR or STTR) prior to submitting an SBIR/STTR grant application. 

Proposal deadline is April 5, 2007.

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbirsttr1/2007-2_SBIR-STTR-topics.doc
space
Space Research & Technology

The Research and Technology (R&T) Directorate at the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) John H. Glenn Research Center (GRC) intends to solicit contract proposals for research and technology development to advance the state-of-the-art technologies in support of NASA‘s missions in space exploration, aeronautics, space science and space operations, and in which educational elements are desirable. 

The anticipated release date of the NASA Research Announcement (NRA) is March 2, 2007, with an anticipated proposal due date on or about May 7, 2007. Prospective offerors must notify the GRC of their intent to submit an offer. The level of total award for all tasks is anticipated to be up to $25M for FY 07-12, pending approved annual NASA budget levels. 

This NRA will solicit contract proposals in multiple broad research and technology areas in which GRC is seeking ideas and solutions to questions germane to advancing the state-of-the-art. Areas of interest are: 

(1)
High Temperature Materials and Structures, 

(2)
Propulsion Acoustics, Combustion, Engine Systems Analysis, Inlets, Nozzles, Icing, Turbomachinery, 

(3)
In-Space Propulsion, 

(4)
Power Energy Storage, Power Generation, Energy Conversion, 

(5)
Instrumentation, Sensors, Electronics and Controls, 

(6)
Communications and Navigation, 

(7)
Microgravity Research, and 

(8)
Bioscience and Technology.

For this solicitation, NASA/GRC will seek contract proposals addressing research and technology developments at the fundamental and early stages of the technology cycle up to a system/component breadboard demonstration. The proposers must also meet the educational requirements delineated in the solicitation. As part of the requirements, the proposers must demonstrate the ability to advance the technology in support of GRC contributions to the NASA‘s missions. 

This NRA will solicit proposals from educational institutions, non-profit organizations and U.S. industry, which can advance the technology and address the educational requirements that will be described in this NRA. Also, proposers can request use of NASA Glenn Research Center unique facilities if these facilities are needed to perform the work detailed in their proposals. 
Anticipated Proposal Submission Deadline is May 7, 2007.
When released, this NRA will be posted on the NASA/GRC Business Opportunities home page: http://prod.nais.nasa.gov/cgi-bin/eps/bizops.cgi? gr=D&pin=22

 student affairs
Bringing Theory to Practice Project (BTtoP)

The Bringing Theory to Practice Project (BTtoP) is an independent project established in partnership with the Association for American Colleges and Universities, and funded by the Charles Engelhard Foundation with additional support from other individuals and institutions. BTtoP develops and evaluates engaged learning strategies - including service learning and community-based research – which have positive outcomes for the mental health and well-being and civic development of students. The initiative originated out of concern for the rising levels of disengagement by students—academic, emotional, and behavioral. 
Proposals are requested for projects during 2007- 2010 that will enable colleges and universities to build capacity for institutionalizing forms of engaged learning and to understand their relation to outcomes affecting the well-being and civic development of students. Grants are available in four categories as follows: 
CATEGORY I: MINI-GRANTS AND STUDENT PROGRAMMING GRANTS - Mini-grants up to $2,500 are available to institutions initiating, or extending, conversations on their campus that lead to the planning, implementation, or assessment of program or research projects directly related to the objectives of BTtoP. Student programming grants are available under the mini-grant category. These grants are available to student-led organizations to develop programs for and by students that are consistent with the objectives of the BTto P. Applications are received and rewarded on a rolling basis. 

CATEGORY II: PROGRAM OR RESEARCH START-UP INITIATIVE GRANTS - Program or research start-up initiative grants up to $10,000 are available to institutions proposing to establish or extend a program or research initiative that complements the purposes of BTtoP. While applications for these grants may emphasize any of the three major elements - “engaged learning,” “student health and well-being,” and “civic development” - priority will be given to those that attempt to integrate these three elements. Each grant requires matching support (minimum of 1 to 1) from the institution, part of which might be in-kind. Proposals for program or research start-up grants will be considered on a rolling basis. 

CATEGORY III: DEMONSTRATION SITE GRANTS - Proposals are invited for projects that demonstrate what happens when institutions build capacity for engaged learning in ways that can be determined to promote mental health and well-being of students and contribute to their civic development. Demonstration grants will be awarded for amounts up to $45,000 per year for each of two years, totaling $90,000. Each budget must include both the amount requested and other sources of institutional support. This support must include a total cash and in-kind matching amount that is equal to the funds requested, of which a significant amount should be cash matching. Applications are due April 1, 2007. 

CATEGORY IV: INTENSIVE SITE GRANTS - Proposals are invited for intensive site grants up to $250,000 total over a three-year period, in a new category designed to build upon the demonstration site model but with additional expectations. Intensive site institutions must have the potential of causing transformative effects for both students and the larger campus. They are expected to serve as models for higher education, by providing an opportunity to study the impact of a major initiative across a campus. Institutional matching of 100 percent of BTtoP funds is required of Intensive site campuses. While it is reasonable to expect some type of institutional commitment in the form of in-kind support, cash-matching must approach at least one-half of the grant amount. Applications are due April 15, 2007. 

http://www.aacu.org/bringing_theory/aboutrfp.cfm
Alcohol and Other Drug Prevention Models on College Campuses

The Alcohol and Other Drug Prevention Models on College Campuses grant competition provides awards to identify, enhance, further evaluate, and disseminate information about models of alcohol and other drug prevention at IHEs. Only applications that meet the following absolute priority will be considered: 

Identify, enhance, further evaluate, and disseminate information about an effective alcohol or other drug prevention program being implemented on the applicant`s campus. Under this priority, applicants are required to: 

· Describe an alcohol or other drug prevention program that has been implemented for at least two full academic years on the applicant`s campus; 

· Provide evidence of the effectiveness of the program; 

· Provide a plan to enhance and further evaluate the program during the project period; and 

· Provide a plan to disseminate information to assist other IHEs in implementing a similar program. 

It is estimated that 5 awards ranging from $125,000 to $175,000 will be made for project periods of up to 15 months. 

(NOTE: The federal government requires that this program receive state clearinghouse review.) 
Proposal deadline is April 9, 2007.

http://www.ed.gov/programs/dvpcollege/applicant.html
teacher education

Early Childhood Educator Professional Development Program

The purpose of this program is to enhance the school readiness of young children, particularly disadvantaged young children, and to prevent them from encountering difficulties once they enter school. The program is designed to improve the knowledge and skills of early childhood educators who work in communities that have high concentrations of children living in poverty. 

Projects funded under the Early Childhood Educator Professional Development Program (ECEPD) provide high-quality, sustained, and intensive professional development for these early childhood educators in how to provide developmentally appropriate school- readiness services for preschool-age children that are based on the best available research on early childhood pedagogy and on child development and learning, including the age-appropriate development of oral language, phonological awareness, print awareness, alphabet knowledge, and numeracy skills. 

Applications must be submitted by a partnership that has not previously received an ECEPD grant and that consists of at least one entity from each of the following categories: 

· One or more institutions of higher education, or other public or private entities (including faith-based organizations), that provide professional development for early childhood educators who work with children from low-income families in high-need communities; 

· One or more public agencies (including local educational agencies, State educational agencies, State human services agencies, and State and local agencies administering programs under the Child Care and Development Block Grant Act of 1990), Head Start agencies, or private organizations (including faith- based organizations); and 

· If feasible, an entity with demonstrated experience in providing training to educators in early childhood education programs concerning identifying and preventing behavior problems or working with children identified as or suspected to be victims of abuse. This entity may be one of the partners described above, if appropriate. 

A partnership may apply for these funds only if one of the partners currently provides professional development for early childhood educators working in programs located in high-need communities with children from low-income families. 

These grants will fund projects that carry out activities to improve the knowledge and skills of early childhood educators working in early childhood programs that are located in high-need communities. For these grants, increased emphasis is being placed on the quality of program evaluations for the proposed projects. 

A competitive priority has been established. This priority is for projects proposing an evaluation plan that is based on rigorous scientifically based research methods to assess the effectiveness of a particular intervention. The Secretary intends that this priority will allow program participants and the Department to determine whether the project produces meaningful effects on student achievement or teacher performance. Up to 20 additional points may be added to an application, depending on how well the application meets this priority. 

OESE has issued three Invitational Priorities. They are: 

Invitational Priority 1: English Language Acquisition Plan - For applicants serving children with limited English proficiency, the Secretary is especially interested in applications that include a specific plan for the development of English language acquisition for these children from the start of their preschool experience. 

Invitational Priority 2: Classroom Curricula and Teacher Professional Development - For applications that focus the professional development that will be provided for early childhood educators on the specific curricula promoting young children‘s school readiness in the areas of language and cognitive development and early reading and numeracy skills that are being used in those educators‘ early childhood programs, and on the research base supporting that curricula. 

Invitational Priority 3: For applications that include, as a participating site (or sites), one or more privately funded preschools, such as a preschool operated by a faith-based organization, located in a high-need community that serves concentrations of children from low-income families. 

An application that meets these invitational priorities receives no competitive or absolute preference over applications that do not meet them. 

It is estimated that 3-6 awards averaging $3,600,000 will be made for project periods of up to 36 months. 

(NOTE: The federal government requires that this program receive state clearinghouse review.) 

Proposal deadline is April 20, 2007.
http://www.ed.gov/programs/eceducator/applicant.html
[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9][image: image10][image: image11][image: image12][image: image13][image: image14][image: image15][image: image16][image: image17][image: image18][image: image19][image: image20][image: image21][image: image22][image: image23][image: image24][image: image25][image: image26][image: image27][image: image28][image: image29][image: image30][image: image31][image: image32][image: image33][image: image34][image: image35][image: image36][image: image37][image: image38][image: image39][image: image40][image: image41][image: image42][image: image43][image: image44][image: image45][image: image46][image: image47][image: image48][image: image49][image: image50][image: image51]
