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Florida Gulf Coast University 

Office of Research and Sponsored Programs (ORSP)

Undergraduate Student Research Assistantships
The Office of Research and Sponsored Programs (ORSP) announces the creation of the Undergraduate Student Research Assistantships Program. 
These small grants support undergraduate research across all academic programs at FGCU, including the arts, humanities, professional studies, and sciences. For example, grants could support an artist developing an installation for a new show, a history student investigating at a primary location, an education student evaluating the effectiveness of alternative teaching techniques, as well as a biology student exploring the interaction between two species. 
This program supports currently enrolled FGCU students to engage in scholarly activity under the mentorship of a faculty mentor. The program enhances the undergraduate experience of FGCU students by assisting faculty and students to cover costs associated with engaging in such an activity.
Guidelines:

1. Applicants must be currently enrolled students at FGCU.

2. ORSP provides undergraduate student grants on a first-come, first-serve basis for as long as funding is available and on an inclusive, university-wide basis.   

3. Awards are limited to a maximum of $500 per student project, regardless of the number of students engaged in the project, and subject to the discretion of the Associate Vice President for Research.

4. A student may receive a maximum of one award per semester. 
5. A faculty mentor may sponsor no more than one project per semester. 
6. Students may use these funds to engage in scholarly work;  for instance, to purchase supplies or equipment, to travel to an off-campus study site, or to provide other necessities to accomplish the proposed activity.
7. Students may not use these funds to pay for travel expenses associated with scholarly presentations.
8. Within 30 days of the project completion, awardees shall submit a brief one-page summary report to the ORSP describing the project and the benefit of the award.  Awardees shall participate in the annual ORSP Research Day event held at the end of each spring semester.

Submission Deadline:   A minimum of 30 days prior to the anticipated activity.

What to Submit:

1. A letter from the student applicant(s) addressed to the Associate Vice President for Research and copied to the faculty sponsor stating the following:

a. Project title;

b. Names of participating student(s);

c. The need for the funding;
d. An anticipated budget;
e. The anticipated timetable for completing the project;
f. Identification of the course the request pertains to (which can included independent studies or independent research)
g. E-mail addresses, telephone or cell phone numbers, and mailing addresses for all participating students.
2. A letter from a faculty mentor in support of the proposed project, naming all of the involved students and including an explanation of the relevancy of the project to the student’s area of study and the class.

3. Disclosure of any other sources of funding in support of the project.

Where to Submit:

Deliver or e-mail the completed application package to:

Dr. Thomas J. Roberts, Associate Vice President for Research
Office of Research and Sponsored Programs

Florida Gulf Coast University

Holmes Hall (HE), Suite 112
10501 FGCU Blvd. South

Fort Myers, Florida 33965-6565

troberts@fgcu.edu
A decision related to disposition of the application will be made within ten business days from receipt of complete package of materials in ORSP.  Students and faculty mentors will be notified in writing of said decision.
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