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ECP 3905:  Directed Independent Study (Introduction to Entrepreneurship) 
CRN 82375 (3 Credit Hours) 

Fall 2013 
Lutgert College of Business, Department of Economics & Finance 

 
 
Instructor: Carrie B. Kerekes, Ph.D.  Office:  Lutgert Hall 3358 
  Assistant Professor of Economics   
E-mail:  ckerekes@fgcu.edu   Phone:  (239) 590-7311 
      
 
This course is in conjunction with the Audencia Student Exchange Program.  The final grade will 
incorporate the course grade from Audencia. 
 
Grade Breakdown: 
Audencia Coursework  45% 
Paper    45% 
Presentation   10% 

   100% 
   
Grading Scale: 
A 93-100  B- 80-82  D 63-66 
A- 90-92  C+ 77-79  D- 60-62 
B+ 87-89  C 70-76  F 0-59 
B 83-86  D+ 67-69 
 
AUCENCIA COURSEWORK 
This portion of your final grade is the grade you will receive for the Audencia course ‘Introduction to 
Entrepreneurship’. 
 
PAPER 
In addition to your coursework in Audencia, you are required to complete additional readings and write 
a paper.  The purpose of these readings is to present a broader view of entrepreneurship than what you 
may be introduced to in your coursework at Audencia. 
 
Required Readings: 
Boettke, Peter J. and Christopher J. Coyne (2003). “Entrepreneurship and Development: Cause or  

Consequence?” Advances in Austrian Economics 6: 67-87. 
 
Kirzner, Israel M. (1997). “Entrepreneurial Discovery and the Competitive Market Process: An Austrian  

Approach” Journal of Economic Literature 35(1): 60-85. 
 
Klein, Peter G. (2010). The Capitalist and the Entrepreneur: Essays on Organizations and Markets.  

Auburn, AL: Ludwig von Mises Institute. 
 

The following book is not required, but may be of interest depending on the nature of your paper: 
Kirzner, Israel M. (1973). Competition and Entrepreneurship. Chicago, IL: The University of Chicago  

Press. 
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Your paper will address the following question:  What is the role of entrepreneurship in a market 
economy? 
 
You have flexibility in how you answer this question.  For example, you may choose to discuss one 
theory in detail; you may compare and contrast different theories; you may relate entrepreneurship to 
theories of the firm or to development, etc.  This paper will be closer to a report versus a research paper.  
This means that you are not required to ask an original question or present new research.   
 
The paper must be 10-15 pages in length. 
 
Specifications:  Typed, double spaced, 12 point font, 1-inch margins, APA style format. 
 
In addition to content, I will also evaluate your ability to construct a well-written paper.  This means 
grammar and spelling are important.  Address each of the following items in your paper: 
 
• Introduction and Conclusion:  Does the introduction clearly state what the paper is about and include 

a thesis statement?  Does the conclusion tie the paper together and summarize your main points? 
• Organization:  I am looking for a clear progression of thought.  Please review your paper to ensure 

your ideas flow in a logical manner.  Do individual paragraphs transition well from one thought to 
another?  Are transitions smooth? 

• Spelling and Grammar:  Avoid poor grammar and incorrect spelling.   
• Data:  Feel free to use tables and graphs if applicable to your topic.  Cite your sources.   
• Sources and Citations:  NO PLAGIARISM!!  Follow APA style for Works Cited.   

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/1/ 
 
PRESENTATION 
The presentation will provide a brief overview of the Audencia Student Exchange Program to other 
undergraduate students.  The presentation should be approximately 20 minutes in length and will be 
given to either a Principles of Microeconomics or Principles of Macroeconomics class.  The goal of the 
presentation is to provide you with an opportunity to share your experiences with other students and to 
inform other students of the opportunities available to them through the Study Abroad Program. 
 
You will give your presentation during the first or second week of class during the Spring 2014 
semester.  We will schedule the date and time prior to the start of the semester. 
 
The paper will be due on the same date as your presentation. 
 
The grading rubrics for the paper and the presentation are attached to this syllabus. 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/1/
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Research Paper Grading Rubric 
 
This rubric will be used in providing feedback and grading your research paper.  All categories of evaluation listed below are 
rated on a scale of 1 to 5:  5 is excellent, 4 is good, 3 is fair, 2 is poor, and 1 means the paper needs significant work. 
 
Your paper will be grading on the following criteria: 
 
_____  1. Voice/Audience/Style 

o Is your idea/topic original and pertinent? 
o Do you make a marginal contribution over course lectures and class discussions? 
o Is your language appropriate for an academic paper?  Appropriate for your audience? 
o Is there evidence of your own original thinking?  Or are you merely parroting others? 
o Do you paraphrase sources primarily in your own words, quoting occasionally or not at all? 
o Does the paper flow, fit together, and read well?  Does it hold the interest of the reader?  
 

_____ 2. Substance/Content/Research 
o Does the paper have a basic literature review, showing that you are familiar with what has been 

written? 
o Does the paper draw upon the literature, analyzing it, assessing and critiquing it? 
o Do you use evidence and analysis to support your arguments? 
o Do you use academic sources – books, articles, policy papers – rather than Wikipedia/internet? 
o Do you effectively use data? 
o Do you effectively present data?  Do tables, charts, graphs, and/or figures contribute to the reader’s 

understanding of the paper?  Do they relate to your text?  Is the source of the data cited appropriately?  
Are tables, charts, graphs, and/or figures formatted correctly and professionally? 

 
_____ 3. Economic Thinking 

o Does your paper show clear evidence of economic thinking? 
o Are you able to incorporate theory and use economic reasoning as the basis for your arguments?   
o Do you use basic economic logic (properly)?  
o Are economic concepts and terms used properly? 
o Are economic relationships explained and used correctly? 
o Is there appropriate depth and breadth of economic resources? 

 
_____ 4. Clarity and Organization 

o Does the paper have a title? Your name?  Abstract? Page numbers? 
o Does the paper have a clear thesis and conclusion? 
o Does your paper have an introduction?  A body?  A conclusion? 
o Does the introduction set the scene for the paper and its structure?  Do you offer a clear roadmap for 

the subsequent paper?  
o Do individual paragraphs flow clearly?  Does each paragraph have a topic sentence? 
o Does the paper flow clearly between paragraphs?  Are transitions smooth and logical? 
o Are your conclusions and paper clear to the reader?    
o Does the conclusion clearly and concisely summarize the main points of the paper? 

 
_____ 5. Mechanics 

o Did you proofread the paper?  Thrice? 
o Do you use proper spelling?   
o Do you use proper punctuation? 
o Is your word choice appropriate?  Are technical terms used or abused?  Is your vocabulary varied or 

boring? 
o Do you use proper grammar?  Do you avoid colloquial language, fragmented sentences, run-on 

sentences, and incomplete sentences? 
o Does your language carry your ideas?  Or is it an obstacle? 
o Is your paper free of typographical errors? 
o Do you use the proper style (MLA, APA, or Chicago style)? 
o Do you cite ALL outside sources appropriately (quotation marks, bibliography/footnote)?  No 

plagiarism! 
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Presentation Rubric 
 

 Exceeds Standards Meets Standards Below Standards Points 
Organization 
 

Presentation is clear, logical, and organized.  
Listener can follow line of reasoning. 

Presentation is generally clear and well 
organized.  A few minor points may be 
confusing. 

Organization is haphazard; listener can 
follow presentation only with effort. 
Arguments are not clear. 

 

Style Level of presentation is appropriate for the 
audience.  Presentation is a planned conversation, 
paced for audience understanding.  It is not a 
reading of a paper.  Speaker is comfortable in 
front of the group and can be heard by all. 

Level of presentation is generally 
appropriate. Pacing is sometimes too fast or 
too slow.  Presenter seems slightly 
uncomfortable at times, and audience 
occasionally has trouble hearing him/her. 

Aspects of presentation are too elementary 
or too sophisticated for audience.  Presenter 
seems uncomfortable and can be heard only 
if listener is very attentive.  Much of the 
information is read. 

 

Use of 
Communication 
Aids 

Communication aids enhance presentation. 
• The font on the visuals is readable. 
• Information is represented and organized to 

maximize audience comprehension. 
• Details are minimized so that main points 

stand out. 

Communication aids contribute to the 
quality of the presentation. 
• Font size is mostly readable. 
• Appropriate information is included. 
• Some material is not supported by visual 

aids. 

Communication aids are poorly prepared or 
used inappropriately. 
• Font size is too small to read. 
• Too much information is included. 
• Details or some unimportant 

information is highlighted, and may 
confuse the audience. 

 

Content     
Depth of Content 
 
 
 
 
Accuracy of 
Content 
 

Speaker provides accurate and complete 
explanations of key concepts and theories, 
drawing on relevant literature.  Applications of 
theory illuminate issues.  Listeners gain insights. 
 
Information (names, facts, etc) included in the 
presentation is consistently accurate. 

For the most part, explanations of concepts 
and theories are accurate and complete.  
Some helpful applications are included. 
 
 
No significant errors are made.  Listeners 
recognize any errors to be the result of 
nervousness or oversight. 

Explanations of concepts and/or theories are 
inaccurate or incomplete.  Little attempt is 
made to tie theory to practice.  Listeners 
gain little from the presentation. 
 
Enough errors are made to distract a 
knowledgeable listener. Some information 
is accurate but the listener must determine 
what information is reliable. 

 

Use of Language Sentences are complete and grammatical.  They 
flow together easily. Words are well chosen; they 
express the intended meaning precisely. 

Sentences are complete and grammatical for 
the most part.  They flow together easily. 
With some exceptions, words are well 
chosen and precise. 

Listeners can follow presentation, but are 
distracted by some grammatical errors and 
use of slang. Some sentences are halting, 
incomplete, or vocabulary is limited or 
inappropriate. 

 

Responsiveness to 
Audience 

Consistently clarifies, restates, and responds to 
questions.  Summarizes when needed.  Body 
language reflects comfort interacting with 
audience. 
 

Generally responsive to audience questions 
and needs.  Misses some opportunities for 
interaction.  Body language reflects some 
discomfort interacting with audience. 

Responds to questions inadequately.  Body 
language reveals a reluctance to interact 
with audience. 
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