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FIN 6406 – Financial Management 
CRN 10359, Spring 2014 

 
Florida Gulf Coast University 
Lutgert College of Business 

Department of Economics and Finance 
 
 
General Course Information  

• Description:  This course explores the process of securing and allocating funds within a business 
organization with emphasis on relevant financial decision-making and policy aspects. 3 credits.  
Prerequisites:  FIN 5405    

• Purpose:  The purpose of the course is to provide students with useful perspectives and tools for 
successful financial management of business enterprises with the goal of wealth maximization 
for the enterprises’ owners.   

 
Instructor Information  

• Instructor:  Professor Tim Allen 
• E-Mail:  Please use Canvas for email communications regarding the course. 
• Office Hours:  2303 Lutgert Hall, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11:00 am – 2:00 pm 
• SKYPE:  timallenusa 
• Office Phone:  (239) 590-7321 
• Mobile Phone:  (863) 599-2595 (I text!) 

 
Required Materials  

• FGCU Canvas access and familiarity  
• Corporate Finance 10th ed., by Ross, Westerfield, & Jaffe, ISBN: 9780078093876 (loose leaf 

with access to McGraw-Hill CONNECT, an e-BOOK, exam, quiz, and practice quiz website) 
• Microsoft Excel and/or a financial calculator such as Texas Instruments BAII-Plus 

 
Grade Policy  

• Course grades are determined by percentage scores weighted as follows:   
• Quizzes  25% (each equally weighted) 
• Exam 1  25% 
• Exam 2  25%  
• Exam 3  25%    

• Breakpoints are as follows:   
• A   94% 
• A-  90%  
• B+  87%  
• B   84% 
• B-  80%  
• C+  77%  
• C   70% 
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Course Design  

• This course is delivered 100% online via Canvas with no face-to-face classroom sessions. 
• All course communications, official gradebook, and learning module components (including 

links to CONNECT) will be administered through Canvas.   
• The course is divided into weekly learning modules that begin on Mondays at 12:01 a.m.   
• All assignments for each learning module are due by the following Sunday at 11:59 p.m.    
• Learning modules will not be open in advance of the scheduled start dates nor will the end dates 

of learning modules be extended beyond the scheduled end dates. 
• Learning modules generally consist of: 

• Instructor prepared “Voice Over Power Point Introductions” to the course material 
• Publisher prepared Power Point slides 
• reading assignments 
• online discussion thread 
• end-of-chapter questions 
• practice quizzes (multiple attempts allowed, solutions provided) 
• quizzes (graded, via CONNECT) 
• exams (graded, via CONNECT) 

• With extremely rare exception, the instructor will not add additional content (other than 
discussion thread posts) to open learning modules.  This policy is intended to allow students 
flexibility to fully complete the learning module at any time while it is open.   

• Be advised that the instructor is not generally available on weekends for questions or other 
assistance with the learning modules even though the learning modules are available 24/7 to 
students. 

 
Graded Learning Assessments 

• Each weekly learning module has at least one graded quiz or exam that is intended to assess 
students’ learning for grading purposes.   

• Quizzes and exams are administered online and are due at the end of each module (Sunday 
nights at 11:59 pm). 

• Graded quizzes and exams can only be attempted and submitted once.   
• Quizzes and exams may include case analyses, problems, short answer, and multiple choice 

questions. 
• Student answers, correct answers, and grades on graded learning assessments in a module are 

available to review after the module ends.   
• Quizzes generally have a time limit of one hour and exams generally have a time limit of three 

hours.   
• The purpose of time limits is to prevent students from simply using the textbook and other 

resources to answer the questions.   Substantial pedagogical research supports the contention 
that time limits improve the academic integrity of the assessment process in online courses. 
• The quizzes and exams are intentionally designed such that students with an average 

mastery of the material will have just enough time to finish with a passing grade.   
• A student with an above-average mastery of the material will likely finish with time to 

spare and will likely score an above-average grade.   
• A student with a below-average mastery of the material will likely run out of time and 

will likely score a below-average grade.   
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• The instructor will review the grade distribution of each quiz and exam to evaluate whether 
the time limit provided sufficient time for students with an average mastery of the material to 
finish the assignment with a passing grade.  At the sole discretion of the instructor, upward 
(only) adjustments may be made to the quiz and exam scores.   

 
 
End-of-Chapter Problems, Practice Quizzes, and LearnSmart Assignments 
Each module has learning activities in the form of reading assignments, discussion threads, 
recommended end-of-chapter problems, practice quizzes, and LearnSmart assignments.  Answers to the 
end-of-chapter review questions are posted in Canvas.  The practice quizzes utilize CONNECT just like 
the graded quizzes, but they are not counted in course grades.  They have no time limit.  They may be 
attempted multiple times.  Students should master all of the review problems, practice quizzes, and 
LearnSmart assignments before attempting the graded quizzes in the learning modules.  Past students 
have reported that the LearnSmart assignments in CONNECT are not rigorous enough by themselves to 
fully prepare for quizzes and exams, but that they are a good initial tool for getting familiar with the 
course material in each module.   
 
“Late” Assignments, Extra Credit, and Make-Up Work Opportunities 
The instructor will not accept "late" assignments.  There are no planned extra credit or make-up work 
opportunities in this course. 
 
Technology Problems 
If a system error occurs within Canvas or CONNECT that results in a student not being able to complete 
a graded assignment (i.e. the Canvas or CONNECT systems go down), the student must notify the 
instructor of the date and time of the issue and the assignment involved.  The instructor will verify the 
problem with Canvas or CONNECT and notify the student of a solution.  Students are responsible for 
resolving any other technology problems that may arise.  The instructor provides no technical support.   
 
Course Communication  
Each learning module has a discussion thread in Canvas where students are encouraged to ask questions, 
answer questions, put forth opinions, or anything else related to the course material in audio, video, or 
text format.  The instructor will typically check for new posts on discussion threads each morning and 
evening (Eastern Time Zone) on weekdays.  The discussion threads are the appropriate mechanism to 
ask questions of the instructor and your classmates about the course material.  All posts to discussion 
threads are available to everyone in the course to see which allows everyone to benefit from 
communications with the instructor.  Use the “Conversation” a.k.a. “Inbox” in Canvas for 
communications that should not be shared with everyone in the class.  If you send communications to 
the instructor using "Conversation" that should be posted in a discussion thread instead, the instructor 
will likely ask you to post the communication in the discussion thread so other students can benefit from 
the communication.  Please do not use regular email to the instructor to ask questions or make comments 
about the course material.   
 
Academic Behavior Standards and Academic Dishonesty  
All students are expected to demonstrate honesty in their academic pursuits. The university policies 
regarding issues of honesty can be found in the FGCU Student Guidebook under the "Student Code of 
Conduct" and "Policies and Procedures" sections.  All students are expected to study this document 
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which outlines their responsibilities and consequences for violations of the policy.  The FGCU 
Guidebook is available online at http://studentservices.fgcu.edu/judicialaffairs/new.html.  
 
The quizzes and exams are designed to be "open book" but not "open friend."  In other words, 
consulting the textbook or other resources INDEPENDENTLY during a quiz or exam does not violate 
the academic honesty policy, but communicating with someone else about a quiz or exam before 
everyone has completed it is cheating.  Keep in mind that the Canvas and CONNECT systems track all 
“footprints” including when and where students access the assignments.  Also, be sure anything you post 
to the discussion threads is in compliance with the Student Code of Conduct.  All instances of suspected 
cheating will be investigated and prosecuted to the fully possible extent. 
 
Disability Accommodations Services  
Florida Gulf Coast University, in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and the 
university’s guiding principles, will provide classroom and academic accommodations to students with 
documented disabilities.  If you need to request an accommodation in this class due to a disability, or 
you suspect that your academic performance is affected by a disability, please contact your instructor or 
contact the Office of Adaptive Services.  The Office of Adaptive Services is located in Howard Hall 
137. The phone number is 239-590-7956 or TTY 239-590-7930.  
 
Student Observance of Religious Holidays  
All students at Florida Gulf Coast University have a right to expect that the University will reasonably 
accommodate their religious observances, practices, and beliefs.  Students, upon prior notification to 
their instructors, shall be excused from class or other scheduled academic activity to observe a religious 
holy day of their faith.  Students shall be permitted a reasonable amount of time to make up the material 
or activities covered in their absence.  Students shall not be penalized due to absence from class or other 
scheduled academic activity because of religious observances.  Where practicable, major examinations, 
major assignments, and University ceremonies will not be scheduled on a major religious holy day.  A 
student who is to be excused from class for a religious observance is not required to provide a second 
party certification of the reason for the absence.  
 
Some Free Advice 
This course has a reputation of being difficult.  I think this is primarily because it is a numbers-oriented, 
problem-solving course and many students have rusty arithmetic and algebra skills.  If you are rusty, I 
encourage you to explore some of the many free websites and other resources that can help refresh your 
skills.  
 
My goal is to see everyone successfully master the material and complete the course.  To that end, I will 
do my best to present the material to you in an organized manner and provide you with ample 
opportunities for learning the material through reading assignments, end-of-chapter questions, and 
practice quizzes.  You should plan your schedule to allow adequate time each week to master the course 
material.  If you find yourself spending less than 6-9 hours a week on this course, you are either very 
bright (great!) or you are probably not learning everything I hope you will learn.   
 
The textbook is the primary learning resource for this course.  Read every word of every assigned 
chapter at least twice:  once as if it was a novel, then a second time while outlining the material in 
writing (especially any computations).   

http://studentservices.fgcu.edu/judicialaffairs/new.html
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After reading and outlining the chapters, work the recommended end-of-chapter question/problem from 
the textbook and every available practice question/problem in CONNECT.  For most students, these 
activities will comprise the bulk of the time spent studying for this course.  Use the end-of-chapter 
questions/problems and LearnSmart to learn the material.  Use the practice quizzes in CONNECT to 
self-assess your learning.  If you can't correctly and quickly complete the practice quizzes with a score 
of 100%, then you are probably not ready to take a time-limited quiz or exam over that material.   
 
The discussion threads are another important learning tool in the course.  Note that the discussion 
threads can involve audio, video, and written posts.  Participation on the threads, either by asking 
questions or answering/commenting on other students’ questions, is a great way to “engage” with the 
instructor and your classmates.  Students in online classes sometimes feel like they are “teaching 
themselves.”  Online courses certainly do require more independent learning than face-to-face courses, 
but there are meaningful ways available to you to interact with other people in online courses.  If you 
feel disengaged from the course, get more involved in the discussion threads! 
 
Do not wait until the weekend to start the learning modules.  Just because the course is available online 
24/7 does not mean that your instructor or classmates are always available to assist you if you run into 
difficulty understanding a concept. 
 
Students who struggle in this course are usually those who ignore this free advice.  
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Course Schedule (topics and assignments subject to changes) 
FIN 6406 – Allen 

Module Start Date Topic Assignments 

1 1/6 Introduction to Corporate Finance Read Syllabus, Read Chapter 1, Use LearnSmart, Take 
Module 1 Quiz 

2 1/13 Financial Statements and Cash 
Flow 

Read Chapter 2, Complete Practice Exercises, Use 
LearnSmart, Take Module 2 Quiz 

3 1/20 Financial Statements Analysis Read Chapter 3 through page 61, Complete Practice 
Exercises, Use LearnSmart, Take Module 3 Quiz 

4 1/27 Time Value of Money and 
Discounted Cash Flow 
Valuation 

Read Time Value of Money Primer, Read Chapter 4, 
Complete Practice Exercises, Use LearnSmart, Take 
Module 4 Quiz 

 2/3 Exam 1  

5 2/10 NPV and Other Investment Rules Read Chapter 5, Complete Practice Exercises, Use 
LearnSmart, Take Module 5 Quiz 

6 2/17 Capital Investment Decisions Read Chapter 6, Complete Practice Exercises, Use 
LearnSmart, Take Module 6 Quiz 

7 2/24 Long-term Financing and Bond 
Valuation 

Read Chapters 15 and 8, Complete Practice Exercises, 
Use LearnSmart, Take Module 7 Quiz 

Spring Break week of 3/3 

8 3/10 Stock Valuation  Read Chapter 9, Complete Practice Exercises, Use 
LearnSmart, Take Module 8 Quiz 

9 3/17 Cost of Capital and International 
Corporate Finance 

Read Chapter 13 through top of page 424 and Chapter 31, 
Complete Practice Exercises, Take Module 9 Quiz, 
Complete Case Study Analysis (counted as quiz grade) 

 3/24 Exam 2  

10 3/31 Capital Structure Part I Read Chapter 16, Complete Practice Exercises, Use 
LearnSmart, Take Module 10 Quiz 

11 4/7 Capital Structure Part II Read Chapter 17, Complete Practice Exercises, Use 
LearnSmart, Take Module 11 Quiz 

12 4/14 Dividend Policy Read Chapter 19, Complete Practice Exercises, Use 
LearnSmart, Take Module 12 Quiz 

13 4/21 Working Capital Management Read Chapter 26, Complete Practice Exercises, Use 
LearnSmart, Take Module 13 Quiz 

 4/28 Exam 3  
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