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In Which Science
Offers a Strategy
for Sorting Out the Truth

THE MOST COMMON OF ALL FOLLIES.

IN 1995 THE NATURAL LAW PARTY
succeeded in getting its presidential can-
didate, John Hagelin, on the ballot in all
fifty states—a goal that had eluded other
third-party hopefuls, even Ross Perot four
years earlier. The platform of the Natural
Law Party offered an “action plan to re-
vitalize America,” based on “scientifically
proven solutions.” The centerpiece of the
scientific proof was an experiment con-
ducted in Washington, D.C., in the sum-
mer of 1993.

More than five thousand experts in
Transcendental Meditation (TM) from
around the United States and eighty coun-
tries worldwide spent two-week shifts in
the nation’s capital as part of the National
Demonstration Project to Reduce Violent
Crime in Washington, D.C. Mostly young
white professionals, they began arriving on
June 5. Their objective in the coming
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weeks would be to meditate in unison, creating a “coherent con-

_sciousness field” that would produce a calming effect, not just

among the meditators but throughout the city. Organizers of the
$6 million project predicted that violent crime in the city would be
reduced by 20 percent.

The head of the project was John Hagelin, a thirty-nine-year-
old physicist with a receding hairline and a perpetual cherubic
smile. His high forehead was unfurrowed by negative thoughts. A
summa cum laude graduate of Dartmouth, Hagelin had gone on
to complete a Ph.D. in physics at Harvard. In 1983 he was regarded
as a competent theoretical physicist and had a postdoctoral research
appointment at the Stanford Linear Accelerator; then, in the midst
of personal problems, he simply vanished, reappearing a year later
as chairman of the Physics Department at Maharishi International
University in Fairfield, Jowa. The university was founded by the
Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, the Indian guru who vaulted to fame after
becoming the spiritual advisor to the Beatles.

Hagelin held a press conference in the District Building to an-
nounce the violence-reduction project. Once a beautiful example
of a classic white-marble municipal building, the crumbling struc-
ture seemed to symbolize the inability of the District of Columbia
to govern itself. The formerly broad halls had been narrowed by
ramshackle partitions erected to create more offices for political
appointees. In a conference room with paint peeling from the
walls, Hagelin explained that the Project to Reduce Violent Crime
was a “scientific demonstration that will provide proof of a unified
superstring field.” Superstring theory is an abstract and highly spec-
ulative physical theory that attempts to connect all the forces
of nature. According to Hagelin, one such force is a collective
consciousness that can be accessed by TM. A superstring field,
generated by many minds meditating in unison, would ra-
diate throughout the community, reducing stress and spreading
tranquility.

The weeks that followed seemed like something out of an old
mad-scientist movie —an experiment that had gone horribly wrong.
Each Monday morning, the Washington Post would tally the grue-
some weekend slayings in the city. Participants in the project
seemed serenely unaware of the mounting carnage around them as






