
NOTE:  
* If you are transferring from another U.S. institution to FGCU, and have paid the SEVIS fee for that school, and your I-
20 record is being transferred to our school, you DO NOT need to pay the SEVIS fee again.  
* If you are a Canadian citizen, you are visa-exempt. Thus, you do not need to apply for an F-1 or J-1 visa at a U.S. 
Embassy. You will just need to pay the SEVIS fee.  
 
IMPORTANT STEPS IN THE VISA APPLICATION PROCESS 
The Global Engagement Office is delighted to welcome you to FGCU.  
Below are the steps you need to take after receiving your I-20 or DS-2019. 
I-20 is for F-1 students 
DS-2019 is for J-1 students 
 
When to Apply 
You must apply for your visa well in advance of your arrival, as it can in some instances take several weeks and 
occasionally longer, to obtain the F-1 student visa. 
 
The U.S. Department of State has instructed U.S. consulates that they may issue an F-1 visa no more than 
120 days in advance of the program start date. However, an application for an F-1 visa can be submitted 
more than 120 days in advance of the I-20 start date in order to accommodate long processing times but the 
visa validity will never be before the 120 day mark. Check the website of the consulate where you will apply 
for a visa for detailed instructions. 
 
 
Step 1.   Pay the SEVIS Fee after you have received your I-20 (or DS-2019) 

• Please make the SEVIS fee payment USD ($350.00 for F-1 students and $220.00 for J-1) 
www.fmjfee.com and retain receipt together with your I-20 or DS-2019 Form, before you travel.  

• Locate your SEVIS ID number on the top left corner of your I-20 or upper right for the DS-2019 form. 
• In the I-901 SEVIS fee form, you should provide your name, date of birth, and other information exactly 

as indicated in the I-20 / DS-2019 Form. (Make sure you print a receipt of payment for your records.)  
 
School/institution SEVIS code:  

F-1………….. MIA124F01284000 
   

J-1………….. P-1-10333 
 
Step 2.  Apply for the student visa: https://ceac.state.gov/genniv/  DS-160 form. 
Please retain the confirmation code, starting with AA00 to schedule your appointment at the link below.  
 
Step 3. Schedule your visa appointment: https://ais.usvisa-info.com/en-us/countries_list/niv   
Take your FGCU acceptance letter and I-20 or DS-2019 to your visa appointment  
 
 
 
 

http://www.fmjfee.com/
http://www.fmjfee.com/
https://ceac.state.gov/genniv/
https://ais.usvisa-info.com/en-us/countries_list/niv

