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“THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 
SERVICE  

AND 
LEADERSHIP, 
SUPPORTING 

FLORIDA 
GULF COAST 
UNIVERSITY, 

OUR 
STUDENTS, 

FACULTY AND 
STAFF.”

M I K E  M A R T I N
P R E S I D E N T
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Thank you for your service and leadership, 
supporting Florida Gulf Coast University, 
our students, faculty and staff. It has 
been a pleasure to meet and spend time 
with many of you, and I look forward to 
meeting still more of you in the future. 

While I was not present to contribute 
to the accomplishments outlined in this 
report, I am proud to share them with 
you. These successes are a testament 
to the leadership of my predecessor, 
President Wilson Bradshaw, your 
commitment and the wonderful staff  
of Florida Gulf Coast University. 

I consider myself fortunate to be 
continuing Brad’s great work, and am 
committed to serving this university and 
community with the same passion as 
he did. Under his leadership, the FGCU 
Foundation’s total assets grew by more 
than $51 million and the endowment 
increased by more than $35 million.  I 
look forward to continuing to build 
and strengthen the university and to 
improving the lives of our students and 
the community. 

Go Eagles!

MIKE MARTIN
President, Florida Gulf Coast University

TO OUR 
SUPPORTERS



When we began Florida Gulf Coast University’s second 
campaign, we set an ambitious goal to raise $100 million in 
3 years. But thanks to you, our enthusiastic supporters, we 
surpassed that goal and reached beyond $127 million.
 
It is both inspiring and humbling to see the groundswell of 
support throughout this community. The campaign, which was 
a group effort led by the FGCU Foundation Board members, 
Advancement staff, community volunteers and everyone who 
contributed, resulted in the University’s largest fundraising 
effort to date.
 
THE CAMPAIGN FUNDED THE FOLLOWING INITIATIVES:
 
n $52.3 million was directed to scholarship support.  
        More than $3 million – a university record – was awarded  
        in scholarships last year, double the amount awarded in 
        2013-14.
n $31.8 million was designated for programs and activities  
        that support academic excellence initiatives, including the  
        creation of the Lucas Center for Faculty Development.
n    $21.4 million was earmarked for community and regional  
        impact, including enhanced programming at  
        WGCU and the creation of the Nisita Concert Series.
n $16.4 million was contributed to grow our Athletics  
         program and expand Alico Arena.
n $5.8 million went to the creation of student success  
        initiatives.
 
The campaign has grown the university’s endowment 
significantly, from about $63 million in 2013-14 to $84.6 million 
in 2016-17. All of this means that the university has greater 
resources with which to work and can do more to further the 
interests of its students and the community.

We offer our deepest thanks to you for your continued support. 
You make all of this possible. We pledge to remain responsible 
stewards of your gifts and we hope that you will enjoy the 
articles in this publication, which showcase the impact your 
support has made.

Sincerely,

DAVID CALL                    CHRISTOPHER SIMONEAU
Foundation               Vice President for Advancement/ 
Chairperson 2016-17 Executive Director, FGCU Foundation

IN APPRECIATION
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Christopher Simoneau

David Call



OFFICERS 
David Call, Chairperson
Timothy J. Cartwright, Vice Chairperson
Laura A. Holquist, Treasurer
Kimberly L. Johnson, Esq., Secretary

ELECTED MEMBERS 
Harry Casimir
Thomas A. Corcoran
W. John Counsell
Dean M. Fjelstul
Joseph D. Gammons
Ann Hamilton
Dennis L. Hansch, Esq.
David A. Holmes, Esq.
Charles Ketteman
Sydney Kitson
Alex S. Lambros
Daniel J. Lavender
W. Bernard Lester, Ph.D.
David A. Lucas, L.H.D.
James R. Nathan
Geurt Peet
Travus Pope
G. Jeffrey Provol
Thomas J. Rice
Francis Rooney
Mayela Rosales
Samantha Scott
Lee J. Seidler, Ph.D.
Allen S. Weiss, M.D.

CHAIRPERSONS EMERITI 
Richard C. Ackert
Joseph Catti
Miller Couse
Charles B. Edwards, Esq.
Jeffrey D. Fridkin, Esq.
John D. Fumagalli
William N. Horowitz, Esq.
Charles K. Idelson
James F. Knupp
Donald (Chip) Lesch
Stephen S. McIntosh, Ph.D.
Edward A. Morton
F. Fred Pezeshkan
G. David Powell
Duane (Pat) Stranahan Jr., Esq.
Peter Sulick
Linda K. Taylor
Charles D. Winton

FOUNDATION FELLOWS 
Fay Biles, Ph.D.
Barron Collier III
Ben Hill Griffin III, L.H.D.
Alan Korest
Juliet Sproul

FGCU OFFICERS 
Wilson G. Bradshaw, Ph.D.
Susan C. Evans
Vee Leonard, Esq.
Steve L. Magiera
J. Michael Rollo, Ph.D.
Chris Simoneau
Ronald Toll, Ph.D. 

IN APPRECIATION FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2016-17

5



6

LEAD DONORS  
TO THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

Alico, Inc. – The 760 acres on which FGCU was built 
came from Alico, Inc., through the influence of Ben 
Hill Griffin III, who was the company’s chairman at 
the time. The corporation designated another 40 
acres to be donated as well. This gift was later made 
by Private Equity Group, which purchased it as part 
of a larger parcel from Alico Inc. The combined gifts 
bring the campus to 800 acres. The company has 
also funded scholarships and professorships.

David W. and Dr. Alise Bartley – FGCU caught the 
Bartleys’ attention in 2013 when the basketball team 
made national news during the NCAA Basketball 
Tournament. They have endowed scholarships and 
funds to accelerate the development of specialty 
programs, particularly relationship, marriage and 
family counseling and therapy within the Marieb 
College of Health & Human Services. An on-campus 
clinic is also planned to open by January 2019. It will 
provide counseling services to the public and serve 
as a training ground for graduate students. 
Mr. Bartley chairs Ohio Gratings, Inc. and owns Waco 
Products Inc. Dr. Bartley was a faculty member at 
the University of Akron. They have moved to Bonita 
Springs and she now teaches at FGCU.

Dana and Barron Collier III – The Colliers endowed 
their first FGCU scholarship in 1995. Their daughter, 
Lara, is an FGCU graduate and Mr. Collier serves 
on the FGCU Foundation Board of Directors as 
a Foundation Fellow. During the recent capital 
campaign, the Colliers donated a life insurance 
policy in support of their endowed scholarship. 
Mr. Collier serves as chairman of the board of 
Barron Collier Companies, which owns land in 
Collier County as well as interests in real estate, 
mineral management and agriculture. Mrs. Collier, a 
graduate of Central Ohio Technical College, chose to 
stay home and raise the couple’s four children. 

Community Health Association, Inc. – A private 
nonprofit foundation based in Lehigh Acres, the 
association made a generous commitment to 
support scholarships at FGCU. After 45 years of 
promoting health education and improving health 
care in the region, the association chose to establish 
a lasting legacy in its final year to benefit the 
community of Lehigh Acres, its residents and the 

field of health care. The gift significantly added to the 
association’s endowed scholarship fund for Lehigh 
residents pursuing degrees in health-related fields.

Myra Janco Daniels – A former advertising executive 
and founder of the Naples Philharmonic Center for 
the Arts, Ms. Daniels made the largest gift to WGCU 
in its history to support arts programming for WGCU 
Public Media. The building that houses the TV and 
radio studios was named the Myra Janco Daniels Public 
Media Center in honor of her support.

Mary E. Dooner Foundation – The Dooner family has 
supported the university for many years. The Gene 
and Mary Dooner Strength and Conditioning Area, 
part of the Student Fitness Center, was named in 
recognition of a generous gift made in 2016.

Dean and Alice Fjelstul – The Fjelstuls are longtime 
supporters of FGCU and Mr. Fjelstul serves on 
FGCU’s Foundation Board of Directors. Teacher 
education is important to them and they are 
passionate about providing scholarship support 
to help future teachers complete their education 
at FGCU. Mr. Fjelstul is the retired senior VP and 
CFO of Walter Industries Inc. (now Walter Energy). 
Mrs. Fjelstul is an accomplished artist and author. 
In addition to supporting scholarships for the 
College of Education in their estate plans, they also 
established a current-use fund to support innovative 
visual arts programs and activities at FGCU.

Dr. William J. Garbey – A longtime educator and 
education administrator, Dr. Garbey took a keen 
interest in FGCU upon moving to Florida. His 
commitment to this campaign includes a deferred 
gift in support of scholarships. A first-generation 
college graduate himself, he overcame great odds 
and graduated from the University of Pittsburgh, 
earning a doctoral degree. He began his career as a 
teacher and worked his way up to superintendent of 
Penn Hills School District in suburban Pittsburgh.  

John V. and Dorothy Guigon – The Guigons have 
been involved with the university for many years. Mr. 
Guigon served on the Foundation Board until 2006. 
Mrs. Guigon has been involved with FGCU’s Center 
for Environmental and Sustainability Education and 

The following donors made contributions of $1 million or more to the campaign. 
FGCU is grateful for their generous philanthropy, which will benefit students and the 
community for generations to come. 



DR. ELAINE 
NICPON MARIEB

Elaine Nicpon Marieb pledged $5 
million to the university’s health 
professions program in 2012. The 
building was named Marieb Hall in 
honor of the gift. In 2016, she pledged 
$10 million to help the college reach 
greater heights. It is now known as 
the Elaine Nicpon Marieb College of 
Health & Human Services.

Dr. Marieb, whose physiology and 
anatomy textbooks are used by millions 
of students preparing for careers in 
the health professions, connected 
with FGCU believing “FGCU offers a 
teaching style that was similar to my 
own, a style that connects the lessons 
to examples and to things the students 
would remember so the lesson would 
stick.” She is also impressed with the 
devotion FGCU students display to 
their chosen careers.

“Her lead gift epitomizes the term 
transformational,” says former 
President Wilson G. Bradshaw. It will 
allow the college to create faculty-led 
clinical health centers, support faculty 
development, provide funding for 
the latest technology and tuition and 
support global health-care missions.

“Her lead gift epitomizes 
the term transformational.” 

WILSON G. BRADSHAW
Former President, FGCU
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was an advocate for the music therapy degree. In 
2015, the couple consolidated their endowment 
funds, earmarking the money for scholarships for 
high-performing students. They also pledged a 
deferred gift, which they hope will help attract the 
best students in the nation to FGCU. Mr. Guigon 
retired from pharmaceutical company Schering-
Plough as vice president and general counsel. Mrs. 
Guigon worked for the company as well and has 
done guardian ad litem work for abused children. 
They have been generous donors of scholarships 
and works of art.

Michael and Karen Hartley – These enthusiastic 
supporters of the FGCU athletics program gave in 
support of the Alico Arena expansion and renovation 
project. They provided the lead gift toward the 
creation of the Hartley Academic Resource Center 
(HARC). The resource center offers a first-class 
environment that supports the learning and 
development of student-athletes. Mr. Hartley is 
president and owner of Standard Bent Glass Corp. in 
Butler, Pa., and has served on many boards. 

Alan and Saundra Kaplan – Education is important 
to the Kaplans and their estate plans include a 
provision to fund an endowed scholarship for 
students with significant financial need. Not only are 
they generous donors to FGCU, but they also are 
avid supporters of other universities. 

Estate of Patrick and Rosalie LaSala – The television 
wing of WGCU is named after the LaSalas in honor 
of their estate gift. The New York residents made 
Port Charlotte their home in 2002. Mrs. LaSala died 
in 2014 at age 92; her husband in 2015 at 95. Family 
members said Mr. LaSala loved the arts programs 
on WGCU-TV and locally produced programs about 
Southwest Florida history. He retired from the New 
York City Transit Authority while his wife retired from 
Saks Fifth Avenue in Manhattan.

Linda and David Lucas – Mr. Lucas is a founding 
member of the FGCU Board of Trustees and 
continues to serve as an FGCU Foundation Board 
member. The Lucases were among the first to step 
forward in the campaign to fund the creation of the 

Lucas Center for Faculty Development. They also 
created the David and Linda Lucas Scholarship 
Endowed Fund. Mr. Lucas serves as chairman of the 
Bonita Bay Group. Mrs. Lucas was a second-grade 
teacher and later a stay-at-home mother who raised 
their three children. They are both active in many 
area charities as well as their church.

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Meftah – Dr. Meftah and his 
wife, Patricia, formed a foundation to honor his 
late brother’s love of education and philosophy 
of life. His brother was a university professor with 
several doctoral degrees. Dr. Meftah is a retired 
neurosurgeon who practiced in Columbus, Ohio. 
The couple moved to Naples after Dr. Meftah retired. 
They have been supporting the University since 
1997, the year FGCU opened to students. Their 
philanthropy has focused primarily on scholarships 
through both endowments and current-use 
scholarships with the goal of helping students reach 
their potential and find personal success.

Naples Children and Education Foundation – The 
Naples Children and Education Foundation helps 
ensure that at-risk youngsters expand their grasp of 
English through support of FGCU’s Early Literacy and 
Learning Model and Wings on Words. The programs 
help more than 1,200 pre-kindergarten pupils 
in 70 Collier County classrooms who come from 
impoverished homes, particularly those in which 
English is not the primary spoken language. Funding 
comes from the Foundation’s highly successful 
Naples Winter Wine Festival. The foundation enriches 
education of children in sites such as the Guadalupe 
Center, Redlands Christian Migrant Association 
and Head Start classrooms throughout Naples and 
Immokalee. Since its inception, the organization has 
donated more than $2 million. 

Maurizio and Laura Nisita – The Nisitas’ gift reflects 
the fact both are devout lovers and practitioners 
of the fine arts. Mr. Nisita – a retired senior vice 
president of global operations based in Minnesota 
for Ecolab, which provides technologies and services 
to the food, energy, healthcare, industrial and 
hospitality market — is a pianist in his own right and 
past president of the Naples Music Club. Mrs. Nisita 



9

is an award-winning painter who works in oil and also 
has experience in graphic design and animation. 
Half of their gift toward music excellence has been 
designated for scholarships. The balance has 
established an endowed fund that will title FGCU’s 
faculty and guest-artist music series as the Nisita 
Concert Series, effective fall 2018. They see their gift 
as an investment in music’s future, through FGCU 
and its promising music students.

Dean and Janie Schreiner – Season ticket holders 
since 2005, the Schreiners are loyal fans of 
FGCU athletics. They are Eagles Club and Eagles 
Scholarship Society members and their daughter, 
Morgan, earned her doctoral degree in physical 
therapy from FGCU. As part of phase I of the 
Alico Arena Expansion campaign, the Schreiners 
committed a lead gift toward the improvements of 
the expanded sports medicine area, now named 
in their honor. Mr. Schreiner was the owner and 
president of dESCO (now FieldEdge), a software 
and management solutions company for the service 
industry, until he sold it in 2015. He is a board 
member for the United Way of Lee, Hendry, Glades 
and Okeechobee Counties.

Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation – Richard 
and Maureen Schulze support FGCU through their 
family foundation and recently made a significant 
pledge to support scholarships, the Institute for 
Enrepreneurship and STEM programs. Mr. Schulze 
is founder and chairman emeritus of Best Buy Co., 
Inc. He is chairman and president of Olympus 
Ventures, LLC, president and director of Founders 
Properties, LLC and founder and president of Best 
Jets International.

Gene and Lee Seidler – Academic Building 7 bears 
their name as a result of the Seidlers’ generous 
support to the College of Arts & Sciences. Lee 
Seidler also serves on the FGCU Foundation Board. 
He was senior managing director for Bear, Stearns & 
Co. and served as the Price Waterhouse professor at 
the Stern School of Business at New York University. 
Mrs. Seidler was an educator, including 14 years in 
the Lee County School System. Dr. Seidler has served 
on several corporate and charitable boards.

Karl S. and Alice Sheffield – The Sheffields chose 
FGCU to support because it is “one of the best 
places to put our resources to get the greatest 
returns on our philanthropic dollar,” they said. 
They established the Louise Sheffield Scholarship 
as a tribute to Mr. Sheffield’s mother, who was an 
elementary school teacher. They also are generous 
supporters of STEM programs and established a 
planned gift during this campaign. Mr. Sheffield 
was in business development. Mrs. Sheffield was 
an elementary school teacher and homemaker.

James and Donna Sublett – Student-athletes will 
have the Subletts to thank for when the Sublett 
Strength & Conditioning Center opens following 
completion of Phase II of the Alico Arena Addition 
& Enhancement Project. The couple are longtime 
supporters of FGCU athletics. Both are ardent 
supporters of the American Heart Association.

SWFL Children’s Charities, Inc.—The nonprofit 
organization, which raises money to benefit causes 
that advance the health of children in the region, 
pledged money to fund roughly 40 healthcare 
scholarships annually for 5 years for FGCU students. 
Previously, the organization helped provide the 
initial funding for the university’s music therapy 
program as well as an endowed scholarship.

David and Cecile Wang – Early supporters of 
FGCU, the Wangs are passionate supporters of 
farm laborers and fighting poverty in Immokalee. 
They have been helping FGCU first-generation 
students for many years, beginning with the Cecile 
Liston Wang Endowed Scholarship Fund in 1999. 
They created The Immokalee Fund in 2012 to 
help more first-generation students, many the 
children of members of the Coalition of Immokalee 
Farmworkers. In 2016, they added $50,000 to their 
Immokalee Fund and formalized an additional 
deferred gift to support individuals in the entire 
Immokalee community with their dreams of an 
education. Mr. Wang, who emigrated with his family 
from China, worked with private equity investments, 
at International Paper Company and Union Carbide 
Corp. before retiring. 



Florida Gulf Coast University wants students to 
succeed academically and, for that reason, invests 
in the academic growth of its faculty through the 
Lucas Center for Faculty Development.

Established in 2014 with a $2 million gift from 
philanthropists David and Linda Lucas – one 
of the first 7-figure gifts to the campaign – the 
Lucas Center develops, trains and mentors 
FGCU’s full-time and adjunct faculty throughout 
their teaching careers. By encouraging 
continuous learning by its teachers, FGCU also 
commits to continuous improvement in the 
quality of education it offers its students.

Lucas Center Director Bill Reynolds noted that 
during the 2016-17 academic year, the center 
organized 65 events — several of which were multi-
day workshops and academies — and reached 
some 300 FGCU faculty, administrators and staff 
members, along with invited members of the 
community. Signature events during the academic 
year included the first Lucas Symposium on 
Teaching and Learning, and separate academies 
for new faculty and those in the early and 
established stages of their teaching careers. The 
Lucas Center was equally busy last summer with 
academies in course design, blended learning, 
critical thinking and portfolio development.

Another highlight was 
the Lucas Center’s new 
partnership with The 
Canterbury School, a 
prestigious college-
preparatory institution in 
Fort Myers. Canterbury 
faculty members took 
part in some of the Lucas 
Center programs, and the 
successful interaction has 
center staff exploring other 
opportunities to market 
its programs to faculty 
elsewhere in the region 
and state.

“I hope these highlights give you a sense of 
the strong impact we are having on teaching 
and student success at FGCU,” Reynolds says. 
“As a result of the Lucases’ support, we are 
able to promote a culture of excellence in 
teaching, and the faculty we serve are certain 
that their participation in our offerings is having 
a sustained, positive impact on student learning 
and success.”

For the Lucases — who moved from Dallas to 
Southwest Florida, where Mr. Lucas became 
chairman of Bonita Bay Group and a founding 
member of the FGCU Board of Trustees — that 
“positive impact” is precisely why they made the 
gift that created the center.

“I have been involved with FGCU since 
before the university opened its doors, and 
have always been interested in supporting 
education,” he says. “In thinking about how I 
might continue my support of FGCU, the idea 
of playing a part in helping faculty improve 
their teaching skills resonated with me. It was 
an easy decision to make.”

ACADEMIC 
EXCELLENCE
Lucas Center helps faculty hone skills to help students

“As a result of the Lucases’ 
support, we are able 

to promote a culture of 
excellence in teaching, and the 

faculty we serve are certain 
that their participation in our 

offerings is having a sustained, 
positive impact on student 

learning and success.” 

BILL REYNOLDS 
Lucas Center Director
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It doesn’t take long to figure out where the hearts of 
Myra and Van Zandt Williams are when it comes to 
supporting Florida Gulf Coast University.

Myra Williams is a talented pianist and was a 
successful executive in the pharmaceutical industry 
before moving to Southwest Florida with her husband, 
who helped raise almost $2 billion for Princeton 
University as its former vice president of advancement. 
In keeping with Dr. Williams’ areas of expertise and 
passion, the Williamses are helping FGCU at both the 
instructional and student levels, funding two faculty 
positions — one in music, the other in science. 

Michael Baron, FGCU’s head of keyboard studies and 
an accomplished pianist on the international stage, 

proudly holds the Myra & Van Williams Distinguished 
Professor of Music designation. The Myra N. Williams, 
Ph.D., Eminent Scholar in Science will be named in 
the future.

Dr. Baron, whose students consistently win 
keyboard competitions throughout the United 
States and abroad, says the Williamses’ gift 
affords him the resources he needs to bring 
tomorrow’s virtuosos to FGCU today. “The 
most exceptional talents in the country are 
highly prized by schools,” he says. “Endowed 
professorships allow us to compete with much 
more established schools. The Williamses have 
proven to be visionary in supporting a young, 
thriving music program.”

DONORS INVEST IN PROFESSORSHIPS  
TO RAISE ACADEMIC BAR
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Michael Baron, Former President Wilson Bradshaw, Myra and Van Zandt Williams

Priscila Navarro and Michael Baron

Chansik Youn



When you rack up dozens of Atlantic Sun 
Conference regular-season and tournament 
championships and 33 NCAA postseason 
appearances as a young Division I athletics 
program, the competition takes notice.

To stay ahead of that competition, FGCU must 
ensure it maintains state-of-the-art athletics 
facilities to recruit the best student-athletes, 
coaches and staff. That’s why Alico Arena, the 
university’s 15-year-old signature athletics venue, 
is showing off a sparkling new $4.5 million, 
11,000-plus-square foot wing on its eastern side.

Phase I of the expansion includes a beautiful 
reception area, new men’s and women’s 
basketball offices, a plush team theater for film 
study and two centers that bear the names of 
their benefactors, each of whom contributed 
$1 million gifts: the Hartley Academic Resource 
Center and the expanded Schreiner Family 
Sports Medicine Center. Phase II will include a $1 
million commitment by Jim and Donna Sublett 
to renovate and upgrade the Sublett Strength & 
Conditioning Center.

Jim and Donna Sublett are long-time supporters 
of FGCU athletics, donating their first scholarship 
and purchasing a skybox during the university’s 
inaugural Division II season in 2002-03.

“Many FGCU student-athletes will continue to bring 
honor and recognition to the university, partially 
because of the excellent new facility to fine-tune 
their bodies,” says Jim Sublett. “We feel blessed to 
be able to do this.”

“We are elated to be in a position to contribute 
toward FGCU’s expansion,” say Mike and Karen 
Hartley, whose generosity helped create a study 
hall for the new millennium featuring workspaces 
for group projects, private tutoring areas, study and 
conference rooms, computer stations and offices. 
“FGCU’s academic and athletic achievements, 
as well as its quality student-athletes, are a huge 
asset for Southwest Florida. The Hartley Academic 
Resource Center will offer expanded learning 
opportunities to all student-athletes at this first-class 
institution of higher learning, and we’re excited and 
proud to be able to support it.”

Kelly Jean Brock, assistant athletics director and 
director of the Student-Athlete Learning Center, says, 
“This generous gift will provide our student-athletes 
with more space, better resources and an improved 

learning environment. Our student-athletes have 
regularly exceeded the overall FGCU student body 
GPA, and these enhancements will only help them 
further surpass their peers and position themselves 
well for life after intercollegiate athletics.”

Like the Hartleys, Dean and Janie Schreiner have 
been active members of the Eagles Scholarship 
Society — the highest annual giving designation 
for FGCU Athletics. They, too, stepped up in a 
bigger way to help expand the medical-treatment 
area for student-athletes to almost five times its 
former size. “Participation in student athletics is an 
invaluable experience, and we strongly believe that 
sports are an essential preparation to a person’s 
character for the working world,” the Schreiners 
say. “We are proud to support the expansion of the 
sports medicine building, and more importantly, to 
support the talented Eagle student-athletes.”

Nicole Neal, FGCU’s head athletic trainer, says, 
“The new sports medicine renovation and 
addition is a tremendous investment in the 
physical rehabilitation and treatment of all 250 
FGCU student-athletes. The Schreiner Family 
Sports Medicine Center provides a centralized, 
state-of-the-art facility for our athletic-training 
staff to provide cutting-edge healthcare for all 15 
athletic programs. This beautiful and functional 
space offers a first-class environment for student-
athletes to return to their peak performance as 
quickly as possible.”

John and Linda Beale, who divide their time 
between Verona, Wis., and Naples, are FGCU 
basketball season ticket holders and Eagles Club 
members. In honor of their generous donation, 
the renovated Alico Arena athletics administrative 
offices will bear their names.

“We are excited to be able to help the FGCU 
Athletics Department expand and enhance 
the facilities so that the coaches, athletics 
administration and support staff can better 
perform their responsibilities and elevate FGCU 
athletics,” the Beales say.

Graham Diemer, FGCU associate athletics director 
for Advancement, says, “Mike and Karen, Dean and 
Janie, Jim and Donna, and John and Linda have 
made a tremendous investment in Florida Gulf 
Coast University and FGCU athletics. This project 
will enhance the athletic and academic experience 
for all 15 programs and generations of future 
student-athletes.”

ATHLETICS
Upgrades in sports facilities help attract best student-athletes, staff
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So why did FGCU’s Board of Trustees enthusiastically 
endorse a resolution this year to name the new 
addition on Alico Arena the W. Bernard & Elaine 
Lester Athletics Administrative Complex?

For starters, Bernie Lester has been part of the 
FGCU story since the very beginning, when he was 
entrusted with the new university’s site planning 
and negotiations while a top executive for Alico, 
Inc. That tight bond with FGCU continued through 
Dr. Lester’s ascension to president of Alico before 
his retirement in 2005, and it remains strong today. 
Consider his resume as an unbridled booster of 
everything FGCU:
n Nine years on the inaugural FGCU Board  
         of Trustees
n Seven years on the FGCU Foundation Board  
         of Directors
n Seven years on the FGCU Financing Corp.  
         Board of Directors
n 15 years as a charter member of the Lutgert  
          College of Business Advisory Council
n Charter member of the Eagles Club for  
          intercollegiate athletics

Besides that impressive record of service, the 
Lesters have offered generous student scholarship 
support, financial backing for expansion of the 
Athletics Director Suite in the recent Alico Arena 
expansion, and unfailing fan support of FGCU’s 
student-athletes, coaches, staff and administration.

And that’s why a grateful university community is 
proud to put the Lesters’ name on the latest facilities 
addition to its successful NCAA athletics program.

THE LESTERS LEAVE THEIR 
GENEROUS MARK  
ON FGCU ATHLETICS, 
SCHOLASTICS
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Schreiner Family Sports Medicine Center

Jim and Donna Sublett (center) with family

The Hartley Academic Resource Center

Janie and Dean Schreiner Mike and Karen Hartley



Myra Janco Daniels, long a regional trailblazer 
of arts philanthropy, says she was “blown away 
with the idea of bringing the arts to hundreds of 
thousands of viewers in Southwest Florida.” She 
took that idea and made it reality with a major gift 
to WGCU, the region’s source for public media.

Founder of the Philharmonic Center for the 
Arts in Naples, Daniels helped raise WGCU’s 
influential reach to new heights in 2016 with 
a $3 million gift that resulted in the TV, radio 
and digital headquarters at Florida Gulf Coast 
University being named the Myra Janco Daniels 
Public Media Center. Her generous gift was one 
of three major donations WGCU received that 
year as part of its Fund Our Future initiative, with 
the estate of Patrick and Rosalie LaSala and the 
Elizabeth B. McGraw Foundation also making 
significant financial impact. Those gifts were 
honored by the naming of the Patrick and Rosalie 
LaSala Television Wing and Elizabeth B. McGraw 
Foundation Radio Studio.

It’s Ms. Daniels’ belief that “every private citizen 
has a public responsibility, and this is a great 
opportunity to give back.” But planned giving 
also is a chance for viewers and listeners to repay 
a broadcasting operation unlike any other for 
informing and entertaining. That’s why family 
members of the LaSalas, Port Charlotte residents 
who both died in recent years, chose to honor 
the couple by backing WGCU productions of the 
arts and historical programming they loved to 
watch. And that’s why the foundation established 
by the grandchildren of a woman married to the 
president of McGraw-Hill, with its commitment to 
the mission of public radio, helped WGCU expand 
its “Gulf Coast Live!” show to five days a week.

“It is because of the passion and commitment 
of viewers like the LaSalas that we are able to 
provide the quality programming that epitomizes 
PBS and WGCU,” says Rick Johnson, station 
general manager. Of the McGraw pledge, 
Johnson says, “this gift in honor of a gracious 
woman who believed in education and an 
informed citizenry will help WGCU realize its 
mission to serve Southwest Florida.”

COMMUNITY
IMPACT
Lovers of public media make major investments in WGCU

“Every private citizen has a public 
responsibility, and this is a great 

opportunity to give back.” 

MYRA JANCO DANIELS
14

Myra Janco Daniels



While donors are helping transform FGCU’s impact 
in digital entertainment, two others are nurturing 
the world-class live entertainment produced by the 
university’s Bower School of Music & the Arts. Estero 
residents Maurizio and Laura Nisita pledged $1 
million toward music scholarships and the concert 
series featuring world-class performers staged by 
the Bower school, which is now known as the Nisita 
Concert Series. The Wasmer Art Gallery reflects a 
generous donation made by the Wasmer children in 
honor of their mother, Mary Manning Wasmer, toward 
FGCU’s visual-arts program and the art gallery.

“We wanted to do something for music in general, 
and we thought that giving to FGCU, as a teaching 
institution, was the best way to go,” Maurizio 
Nisita says. “They are producing the performers of 
tomorrow.”

“Our family has always been philanthropic,” says 
Martin Wasmer, a longtime FGCU supporter. “From 
a legacy point of view, I think of Ursuline College’s 

Florence O’Donnell 
Wasmer Gallery in 
Cleveland, Ohio, which 
was named for my 
grandmother. With that 
as a reference, we felt 
it would be wonderful 
to honor our mother in 
a similar fashion … and we wanted to work with an 
institution that we are familiar with and comfortable 
with. To me, that’s a great advantage.”

“This gift, in honor of a gracious 
woman (Elizabeth B. McGraw) 

who believed in education and an 
informed citizenry, will help WGCU 

realize its mission to serve  
Southwest Florida.” 

RICK JOHNSON
WGCU General Manager

“We wanted to do something for 
music in general, and we thought 
that giving to FGCU, as a teaching 

institution, was the best way 
to go. They are producing the 

performers of tomorrow.” 

MAURIZIO NISITA

“We wanted to work with an 
institution that we are familiar with 

and comfortable with. To me, that’s a 
great advantage.” 

MARTIN WASMER

THE ARTS, MUSIC INSPIRE DONORS  
TO GIVE GENEROUSLY
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The $1 million in scholarship that SWFL 
Children’s Charities pledged during the 
campaign is changing the lives of 40 students 
a year, many in dramatic ways. Among them is 
Casey Haenn.
 
For Haenn, having a baby during freshman year 
could have derailed her plans to reach her true 
potential. Instead, she says, the responsibility 
of early motherhood “did not stop me, but 
encouraged and motivated me to become the 
best role model I could for my daughter, showing 
her that anything is possible as long as you set 
your heart and mind to it.”

And so a determined Haenn was accepted 
into the Accelerated College Experience (ACE) 
program, and by the time she graduated from 
Golden Gate High School in Collier County in 
2015, she brought 46 college credits, a 4.86 
weighted grade-point average and summa cum 
laude honors to FGCU, where she has pursued a 
Nursing degree. During her sophomore year at 
the university, she was accepted into the Honors 
program, which in the 2017-18 academic year 
was elevated to the Honors College.

“This program has filled my experience here at 
FGCU with more opportunities than one could 
imagine,” Haenn says. “I was able to attend a 
10-day Study Abroad experience in Trinidad 
and Tobago, where we conducted oral-history 
research and studied culture and conversation 
while staying at the University of West Indies. 
From our research, my partner, Hannah Seitz, 
and I went to present our paper at the Florida 
Conference of Historians, in front of history 
professionals from around the state. “

Through Honors, Haenn also took on the contract 
of a gerontology course in the Nursing program – 
which required an extra 45 hours of course work 
on reviewing literature about pet therapy for 
older adults — in addition to her full course load 
along with clinical studies. She was nominated 
and selected as a Women in STEM (WiSTEM) 
mentor, working with four pre-nursing students 
in the Live-Learn Community to help them with 
setting goals, developing good study habits, 
getting involved in volunteerism and sorting 
through social and academic issues.

“This program helps me be the role model I 
have always wanted to be,” says Haenn, who 
volunteers at the emergency room through 
NCH Healthcare System. “I believe in being the 
change you wish to see in the world. I have only 
been able to accomplish all of this because of 
the amazing support from my scholarship donor, 
SWFL Children’s Charities. On behalf of my 
peers, I sincerely thank all scholarship donors for 
making our dreams and aspirations a reality.”

SCHOLARSHIPS
With help, deserving students achieve their aspirations
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“I believe in being the change you 
wish to see in the world. I have 

only been able to accomplish all 
of this because of the amazing 
support from my scholarship 

donor, SWFL Children’s Charities. 
On behalf of my peers, I sincerely 

thank all scholarship donors 
for making our dreams and 

aspirations a reality.” 

CASEY HAENN

Dr. Jo Stecher, assistant professor of nursing; Casey Haenn; 
Elaine Hawkins of SWFL Children’s Charities



“What Sterling Oaks is doing 
is investing in my future. 

Thank you for allowing me a 
chance to better myself and 

continue my education.” 

TAYLOR SAWATZKY

“I will continue to be a 
positive example and 

give testimony that with 
hard work, anyone can 

follow their dreams. I am 
greatly appreciative of the 

opportunity this scholarship 
will afford me.” 

BRIAN CUMMINGS

“I can go to officer school 
in the military so I can make 

more opportunities for 
myself. This would not be 

possible if not for everyone 
who is helping me succeed 

and helping pay for my 
education, and for that I 
could not be happier.”  

NICKSON VILSAINT 

It’s not uncommon for private individuals and 
businesses to fund scholarships, but residents 
of Sterling Oaks in North Naples team up as a 
community to support first-generation students with 
military backgrounds.

The community’s Sterling Oaks Legacy Scholarship 
Foundation gives back to the greater community 
in which they live. One hundred percent of funds 
raised are donated to the FGCU Foundation and 
are matched by the State of Florida through its First 
Generation Matching Grant program. They have 
endowed their scholarship to ensure their support 
continues forever.

To raise money, the community solicits gifts from 
local contributors that are auctioned through a 
raffle and silent and live auctions, culminating in an 
annual event at the clubhouse. The group also has a 
bocce tournament, is planning a tennis tournament, 
and is expanding the effort to include an additional 
community in order to support a larger number of 
deserving veterans.

The impact of such spirited community philanthropy 
is evident in the words of those who have benefitted 
from it.

“This scholarship is more than just a scholarship for 
my education,” said student Taylor Sawatzky, who 
volunteers helping disabled veterans in Southwest 
Florida while juggling a job and university studies. 
“What Sterling Oaks is doing is investing in my 
future. Thank you for allowing me a chance to better 
myself and continue my education.”

Brian Cummings isn’t sure what the future holds 
once he earns his political-science degree at FGCU 
— he’s considering law school, a government career, 
becoming a campaigner for social justice or perhaps 
going back into the U.S. Air Force as an officer. But 
he plans to “continue to be a positive example and 
give testimony that with hard work, anyone can 
follow their dreams. I am greatly appreciative of the 
opportunity this scholarship will afford me.”

After Nickson Vilsaint earns his degree in criminal 
justice, “I can go to officer school in the military so I 
can make more opportunities for myself. This would 
not be possible if not for everyone who is helping 
me succeed and helping pay for my education, and 
for that I could not be happier.” 

STERLING OAKS 
COMMUNITY TEAMS UP TO 
SUPPORT FIRST-GENERATION 
MILITARY STUDENTS
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When Florida Gulf Coast University named 
its Academic Building 7 after donors Lee and 
Gene Seidler and the Seidler family in 2016, 
the ceremony was more than just unveiling new 
lettering on an outside wall. It was the College of 
Arts and Sciences formally adopting the family 
name of its most generous, compassionate 
champions.

“There is no better foundation for success — by 
any measure — than a liberal-arts education,” Lee 
Seidler said. “Creativity, flexibility and reason 
allow us to shape the future. It’s a matter of trying 
to preserve the arts and sciences. My wife and 
I both had a liberal-arts education. We want to 
make sure students who want that foundation in 
the humanities have access to those programs.”

Thanks to creation of The Seidler Fund, FGCU 
students will enjoy such access for generations to 
come. Among the programs most recently funded 
are:

n Student/Faculty Collaborative 
Undergraduate Scholarly Fellowships: These 
team students and faculty in collaborative 
scholarly or creative work during the summer 
term, enabling students to work in their chosen 
discipline guided by a faculty expert. The 14 
projects that earned funding in the 2016-17 
academic year explored diverse topics that 
ranged from evaluating the Florida Bay scallop 
to reconstruct past environments in Southwest 
Florida, an endeavor by student Savannah Myers 
and faculty member Joelle Richard of Marine 
and Ecological Sciences; to a documentary 
film studying the current state of liberation in 
post-apartheid South Africa by student Gunnar 
Gibson and Communication faculty member Jon 
Braddy. 
 
n The PAGES humanities initiative: The 
Professional Development and Networking, 
Academic Achievement, Global Sophistication, 
Engaged Living and Skills Development 
program is an innovative initiative that prepares 
humanities and social-sciences students for 
lifelong career success.

n Opportunistic Investment Fund: This was 
created to fund special projects or to capitalize 
on unusual or unanticipated opportunities and 
challenges. With a 2016-17 focus on globalizing 
the curriculum and co-curriculum to enhance 
learning, projects enabled by this fund included 
the Seidler International Film Festival, a study 
of the connection between the Caribbean and 
Southwest Florida, and a tour of Estonia, Latvia 
and Lithuania by Bower School of Music faculty 
members Trent Brown and Jeannie Darnell and 
27 FGCU music students.

n Enhancements to the visual arts and theater 
programs: In 2016-17, FGCU arts and music 
students were able to visit Art Basel Miami Beach 
and New York City, and a special Big Apple 
detour (arranged by Lee Seidler himself) during 
a study abroad trip treated students to a visit to 
the Shubert Theatre Archive and a backstage 
tour of the Lyceum Theatre, where the FGCU 
contingent had a rare chance to experience 
theatrical history and learn from the Shubert 
archivist.

n The Seidler Speaker Series: In 2016-17, 
this series brought experts to campus who 
addressed timely topics such as extremist 
ideology, U.S. policy in the Middle East and 
climate change.

STUDENT 
SUCCESS
Seidler gift broadens reach of arts and sciences

“There is no better 
foundation for success — by 

any measure — than a liberal-
arts education. Creativity, 

flexibility and reason allow 
us to shape the future. It’s a 
matter of trying to preserve 

the arts and sciences.” 

LEE SEIDLER
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Lee and Gene Seidler

Art Program Trip to New York City

FGCU music students, Chamber Choir Baltic Tour



“WE OFFER 
OUR DEEPEST 

THANKS TO 
YOU FOR YOUR 

CONTINUED 
SUPPORT. 

YOU MAKE 
ALL OF THIS 
POSSIBLE.”

C H R I S T O P H E R  S I M O N E A U
V I C E  P R E S I D E N T  F O R  A D V A N C E M E N T

E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R ,  F G C U  F O U N D A T I O N
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