
 

 
 

 

   
 

            
      

       
      

      
       

  
 

      
         

      
        

     
       

        
    

       
        
     

    
      

      
       

       
   

        
       

         
     

       
 

           
         

       
     

    
        

        
   

 

         
 

  
 

   
       

 

 
 

 
 

       
        

 

 
       

 
        

    
      

      
       

       
  

 

 
 

        
      

       
        

      
        

      
           

    
       

        
    

    
       

        
     

     
         

   
       

  

FIRST FRIDAY NEWS 
A Letter from the Director 

Dear Friends, 

As the year comes to a close, we reflect on the challenges 
and many unexpected moments of inspiration and 
ingenuity we experienced during this challenging time. 
2020 will undoubtedly go down in history as a year of 
irreversible change that altered every aspect of our lives 
and transformed education in profound and permanent 
ways. 

Despite the extraordinary disruptions experienced in 
recent months, I am proud to say that Fall 2020 was a 
successful semester. We have exponentially increased 
virtual class offerings in all four BSM&A programs and 
produced new video content. The need for social distancing 
and concern for everyone’s well-being has inspired us to 
work in smaller groups, rehearse outside, make previously 
unimaginable accommodations, and convert parking 
garages into rehearsal venues. We have also launched a 
successful partnership with WGCU Public Media for the 
streaming of BSM&A performances and events. We 
successfully delivered online versions and socially 
distanced, face-to-face Art senior projects and gallery 
events. We found a virtual way to keep up with the 
BSM&A traditions of presenting our favorite December 
events like the Annual Empty Bowls Pottery Sale and Joyful & 
Triumphant holiday concert. We offered outstanding 
virtual guest artist lectures and premiered River Sonnets 
as a new digital play available on YouTube. Thank you to 
the entire BSM&A community for your hard work and 
dedication. Your ingenuity, willpower, and enthusiasm 
have been an inspiration to me each and every day. 

As we rush to finish academic work and stress through the 
end of this unforgettable year, we also start to celebrate the 
holiday season. I want to extend my best wishes to our 
students, faculty, and staff for this particular time of the 
year. May the holiday season bring happiness and joy to 
you and your loved ones, and may the artistic inspiration 
of this semester and hope for a better 2021 carry us forward 
to a brand-new year. 

With warmest regards and best wishes for a healthy 
holiday season! 
GO EAGLES! 

Dr. Krzysztof Biernacki 
Director, Bower School of Music & the Arts 

Alumni News 
Katie (Friedman) Montchal (’14, Theatre) worked on the 
Celebrity Escort Team for this year’s Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Parade. 

Katie Montchal (left) at the parade filming 

Back in 2019, Chloe Lewis (’18, Art) and Steven “Rusty” 
Coe (’09, Art) began talking about an ArtLab installation 
that involved story telling through their digital illustration 
(Chloe Lewis) and sculpture (Steven "Rusty" Coe). The 
result is entitled A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to an 
Exhibition, and more information can be found below in 
Focus On… 

Student News 
FGCU students did particularly well at this year’s Music 
Teachers National Association (MTNA) Competition for 
the state of Florida. Jair Zacarias (sophomore, Music), a 
student of Michael Baron, won first place in the Piano 
Young Artist Category. Joshua Hellberg (sophomore, 
Music), a clarinet student of Paul Votapek, won first place 
in the Woodwind Young Artist Category. Both students 
will compete against the winners of eight other states at the 
division competition in January. Paula Alva (senior, 
Music), a student of Jeanie Darnell, is the state 
representative in voice. Although she did not compete 
against anyone else, she will be representing Florida in the 
same division competition. Additionally, Arturo 
Fernandez (sophomore, Music), a student of Michael 
Baron, received Honorable Mention in the Piano Young 
Artist Category and Briana Vidal (sophomore, Music), a 
flute student of Suzanne Kirton, received honorable 
mention in the Woodwind Young Artist Category. This is 
an extraordinary showing from an undergraduate 
institution. The Young Artist category includes masters 

https://video.wgcu.org/show/bower-school-music-arts/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=762qCeVPUPE&feature=youtu.be


      
 

        
       

    
       

      
   

             
       

         
        

          
         

     
        
       

      
          

      
 

       
        

       
       

      
          

     
   

      
     

       
   

    
       

       
     

        
       

        
      

   
      

   
          

     
      

        
            

      

         
      

        
         

      
        

       
          

       
          

      
        

    

       

        
     

        
      

        
        

          
      

          
   

  
       

          
        

   

       
       

      
   

Student News (continued) 
and doctoral students throughout Florida. Congratulations 
to all students and their teachers! 

Faculty News 
When We See Further, a recent exhibition in the Wasmer Art 
Gallery, was featured on artdaily.com. While exhibition is 
no longer hanging in the gallery, interviews with Gallery 
Director John Loscuito and the catalogue of work, designed 
by Assistant Curator Anica Sturdivant are still available for 
viewing on their website. 

While it will not look the same as in years past, this year’s 
Empty Bowls event, currently known as Very Empty Bowls, 
has found a way to continue for the 14th year. Tricia Fay 
(Art) leads the way each year on this event that raises 
money for the food pantry at Interfaith Charities of South 
Lee. Because we have not been able to invite people on 
campus for this event, members of both the public and the 
FGCU community have been able to view the bowls online 
thanks to a catalogue created by Lab Coordinator Shawn 
Pettersen. Gianna Migliozzi (senior, Art) has been the 
intern for this event and the person who has taken care of 
the Empty Bowls Facebook page, where information about 
the available bowls and how to purchase them is housed. 

Founded by Thomas Cimarusti (Music) in 2018, the Center 
for Public Musicology (CPM) celebrated its second year on 
November 30 in providing Southwest Florida engaging 
lectures and performances that aim to promote community 
engagement and facilitate lively discussion on music --
from world to folk and to the masterpieces that have 
defined Western art music. The CPM has contracted with 
over 25 institutions in Florida in organizing and 
implementing both live and pre-recorded lectures and 
performances, including Opera Naples, Gulfshore Opera, 
Big Arts (Sanibel), Collier and Lee County libraries, 
numerous retirement/assisted living communities, the 
FGCU Academy, Florida International University, Florida 
Atlantic University, and Florida State University. Just 
prior to the pandemic, the CPM hosted several concierge 
excursions to Sarasota Opera and a five-day Opera Cruise 
to the Caribbean where nearly forty participants enjoyed 
daily lectures and viewings of select recorded operas. Most 
recently, the CPM recorded eight music lectures at Shell 
Point's television studios in Fort Myers, several of which 
have been featured in communities in Arizona and 
Michigan. Currently, the CPM remains the only 
organization in the country dedicated to Public Musicology 
and as such, continues its effort to expand its offerings and 
events throughout the US. Additional information can be 
found on the CPM's webpage, www.naplescpm.com. 

Focus On… 
To help make up for the lack of in-person events, each are 
of the Bower School of Music & the Arts has turned to the 
virtual world to bring our incredibly talented students, 

Focus On… (continued) 
faculty, staff and guest artists to the public so far this 
season. As previously announced, the Theatre Program’s 
production of River Sonnets can be found on YouTube free 
of charge. Last week, the Fjelstul Art Lecture Series 
presented a lecture about the conservation of paintings by 
Barry Bauman on Zoom. Portions of the Fall 2020 Virtual 
Commencement, which will be held on Saturday, 
December 12, was filmed in the U. Tobe Recital Hall 
recently, and included the final address by outgoing 
Provost, Dr. James Llorens. And, as we mentioned in the 
November issue of First Friday News, Krzysztof Biernacki 
was interviewed for FGCU’s Inside Access Series about the 
Bower School of Music. 

Dr. Llorens filming Fall 2020 Commencement speech 

The FGCU Art Galleries have presented a series of 
exhibitions the catalogues for which can be seen online, and 
which have been accompanied by various Instagram Live 
performances and lectures. The October exhibition in 
ArtLab was to be part of our Alumni Series, but was moved 
entirely online and entitled A Funny Thing Happened on the 
Way to an Exhibtion. FGCU Art students and FGCU Art 
alumni were asked to contribute elements that Chloe and 
Rusty could weave into the art zine they were creating. The 
theme of “adaptation, reflection, and exploration” 
combines those contributions with the digital illustrations 
of Chloe Lewis and the landscapes, photography and 
illustrations of Rusty Coe in a 4 color zine. The final zine 
can found here. Finally, he Senior Projects, Fall 2020 
exhibition will be online soon. 

Over the last few months, you have also heard us speaking 
of our partnership with WGCU, and we have some exciting 
new developments. The Nisita Concert Series 
performances are being filmed and posted on the WGCU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=762qCeVPUPE&feature=youtu.be
https://video.wgcu.org/show/bower-school-music-arts/
https://www.fgcu.edu/advancement/specialevents/inside-access
https://artdaily.com/news/129562/Heather-Couch--Marina-Font--Renee-Rey-and-Terre-Rybovich-exhibit-at-the-Wasmer-Gallery#.X8kdwRNKish
https://www.fgcu.edu/artgalleries/currentseason/whenweseefurther
https://issuu.com/fgcuvisualarts/docs/veb_catalog_2020
https://www.facebook.com/FgcuEmptyBowls/?ref=page_internal
https://www.naplescpm.com/
https://www.fgcu.edu/artgalleries/currentseason/afunnythinghappened


 
 

        
          

         
    

        
        
      

 

         
  

      
       

   
 

     
      

    
       

     
   

       
     

       
        

        
         

      
       

    
 

 
      

 
      

    
 

      
        

    
       

       
        

   
        

    
     

 
    

 

 
 

          
          

 

          
       

    
        
     

             
      
      
      

 

          
      

 

 
 

 
 

 
         

   

Focus On… (continued) 
website. A few of our student ensembles are also being 
featured on that page, and more concerts and other events 
will follow in the coming months. We are happy to 
announce that the perennial favorite holiday concert, Joyful 
& Triumphant, which has been filmed and aired on WGCU 
Public Television for the past several holiday seasons will 
return this year in a somewhat altered form. 

On Monday, November 30, first the Choirs, then the 
Symphony Orchestra made their way to Mooring 
Presbyterian Church to film their portions of the 2020 Joyful 
& Triumphant concert. Conductor of the Choirs, Trent 
Brown (Music) said this: 

Joyful & Triumphant has been an FGCU tradition for 
nearly a decade. The performance typically brings 
2200+ guests to enjoy music created by 180 student 
musicians. The conditions of 2020 required us to 
cancel the traditional delivery, but we were able to 
record some music for the WGCU 
broadcast. Instead of the usual 180 students on 
stage, we used two ensembles recorded separately 
and socially distanced. While the look is different, 
the spirit of the holidays is the same. Students 
commented that it felt nice to have something that 
was "almost normal" in the semester. We hope you 
enjoy the performance on WGCU, and mark your 
calendar for November 30, 2021 when Joyful & 
Triumphant returns in person! 

Trent Brown conducting the Chamber Choir 

Kyle Szabo (Music), conductor of the Symphony 
Orchestra, added the following: 

For the past three years, the collaboration between 
the FGCU Choirs and Symphony Orchestra for the 
Joyful & Triumphant production has been central to 
our artistic activities. This year brought serious 
challenges, but it was clear that Joyful & Triumphant 
needed to proceed in whatever way possible. The 
Symphony Orchestra, to abide by social distancing 
protocols, is reduced in size, but not in spirit. We 
are grateful to bring you this online experience, 
and to be together with the Choirs once again, 
continuing an excellent tradition in an 
untraditional way. Happy Holidays! 

Focus On… (continued) 
Once the video has been edited, the final production will 
air on WGCU HD at the following dates and times: 

WGCU HD 12/19/2020 9:30 pm 
WGCU HD 12/20/2020 11 am 
CREATE/ENCORE 12/21/2020 7:30 pm 
CREATE/ENCORE 12/22/2020 12:30 am 
CREATE/ENCORE 12/23/2020 10:30 pm 
WGCU HD 12/24/2020 8:30 pm 
CREATE/ENCORE 12/24/2020 3:30 am 
CREATE/ENCORE 12/26/2020 8:30 pm 
CREATE/ENCORE 12/27/2020 2 am 

The listing of how to find the channels of WGCU Public 
Media can be found here. 

(top to bottom) Kyle Szabo conducting the Symphony Orchestra; 
Chamber Choir; Cello section 

https://video.wgcu.org/show/bower-school-music-arts/
https://www.wgcu.org/tvschedules/


 
 

 
 
 

 
 

       
    

        
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

      
       
          

      
 

(top to bottom) Posters for Senior Projects, Fall 2020; 
collaborative image with Steven "Rusty" Coe and Chloe Lewis; 
Very Empty Bowls event for on-campus faculty and staff 

Happy holidays from the 
Bower School of Music & the Arts 

at Florida Gulf Coast University to you and 
yours. We wish you a healthy, safe and happy 

season. 

If you have any questions or comments concerning the 
First Friday News, or if you have information about the 
work being done by our alumni, please feel free to 
contact Joanna Hoch, Events Coordinator, by email at 
jhoch@fgcu.edu. 

mailto:jhoch@fgcu.edu

