
 
 

 
 

 

     
 

           
       

    
 

       
            

     
       

 
 

          
     

     
       

 
 

            
        

     
 

       
 

  
 

  
   

       
 

  
 

         
    

       
       

       
       

         
        

       
     

      
 

      
   

        
       

       
          

 

  
 

           
          

      
          
      

            
         
       

 

 
 

   
      

      
    

 
 

 

        
            

   
 

      
       

     
          

    
      
        

           
       

       

FIRST FRIDAY NEWS
 
A Letter from the Director 

Dear Graduating Class of 2020, 

We are happy to share in the excitement of your graduation 
day, and we are very proud of your accomplishments. 
Congratulations on your well-deserved success. 

Even though we’ll miss seeing you in your cap and gown, 
we would never miss this chance to tell you we are very 
proud of you. We are going through some challenging 
times at the moment. However, there is no better education 
than adversity. 

Whatever you do in the world, keep growing and making 
a difference. Keep making music, performing, creating and 
adding to the goodness and beauty in the world. Keep 
developing those unique talents that make you who you 
are! 

We hope that you will keep in touch and keep coming back 
to the BSM&A. We will always be your professional home 
and we will always be glad to see you. 

Be bold, be courageous, and be your best! 

Go Eagles! 

Yours truly, 
Dr. Krzysztof Biernacki 
Director, Bower School of Music & the Arts 

Congratulations to the 2020 Graduates of the 

Bower School of Music & the Arts at FGCU
 

Although the second half of the spring semester turned out 
a bit differently than anyone could have anticipated when 
we began the 2019-2020 school year, people have banded 
together to make the final months of our seniors’ time at 
FGCU as special as possible. While the physical exhibition 
of Senior Projects, Spring 2020 has been moved to August, 
the works of the senior Art majors can be found in its 
virtual format, now available on the Galleries website. The 
first graduating class in the new Digital Media Design 
major will be having their own virtual graduation on 
Sunday, May 3 at 12:00 p.m. (noon) on their Facebook page. 

While Theatre was not able to present the final production 
of the season, their Instagram page has been profiling each 
of the graduates in Spring and Summer 2020. Many Music 
students have also missed out on their final recitals for of 
family and friends, but creative thinking has led to a variety 
of solutions to allow them to perform either from home or 
the recital hall with a skeleton crew. 

Congratulations (continued) 
Many thanks go out to all of the staff and faculty who have 
gone above and beyond to give the seniors, and all BSM&A 
students, the most normal experience possible. And even 
more thanks to the friends and family who have supported 
these students throughout their educational career. Finally, 
we at the Bower School of Music & the Arts want to thank 
and congratulate our seniors for all of their hard work and 
wish all of our graduates a lifetime of creativity and 
success. 

(clockwise from top) Artists in Senior Projects, Spring 2020; 
Rebecca Nelson from Theatre’s Instagram profile; Digital 
Media Design graduation swag 

Community Based Performance 
The following was written by Rebecca Nelson (senior, 
Theatre) about one of the courses at FGCU that is having a 
profound impact on the community… 

“Community Based Performance was a combined 
Sociology and Theatre course taught by Dr. Dan Bacalzo 
(Theatre) and Dr. Mari DeWees (Social Sciences). We 
would be going out to organizations in our community -
specifically the PACE Center for Girls and the Quality Life 
Center- and using improvisation and theatre games to help 
address and reduce the stress and anxiety in the kids we 
would be working with. The first half of the semester was 
dedicated to learning about the history and benefits of 
community-based performance, different ways it could be 

https://www.fgcu.edu/artgalleries/currentseason/BAartspring020movedtofall
https://www.facebook.com/groups/FGCUDesign/
https://www.instagram.com/fgcutheatre/


  
 

      
          

           
          

      
         

    
 

     
       

           
   

     
        

        
   

    
     

      
          
         
          

    
          
   

 

     
   

      
     

   
       

        
       

      
         

        
     

 

 
          

  

  
 

         
      

    
      

     
         

     
       

    
 

      
       
     

 

       
      
         

      
        

    
           

      
       

         
      

     
 

 
         

       
      

       
    

         
       

     
     

      
      

       
         

    
    

        
         

      

Community Based Performance (continued) 
applied, and the research we would be doing and how 
we’d be doing it. Given the mix of students in the class, it 
was important that we were all at a base level of 
understanding every aspect of what we were doing. As a 
theatre major, I had most of the performance aspects of this 
under my belt already, but the research and field notes 
aspects were almost completely new! 

Unfortunately, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, we were 
only able to get one session in with the students at the 
Quality of Life Center, but we didn’t let that stop us 
completely from trying to help out. We instead 
brainstormed different ways we could help encourage the 
folks in these groups. These took the forms of virtual 
messages and vision boards. The virtual messages we 
personalized messages meant to bring cheer, 
encouragement, entertainment, and/or knowledge to 
them, and took the forms of slime tutorials, storytelling, 
sewing tutorials, and original paint-by-numbers drawings. 
And vision boards were a great way to help encourage 
them to focus on and visualize their goals and dreams they 
want to work towards. With these projects we’re hoping to 
bring encouragement to these groups, or else give them the 
tools they can use to help cope with the stress brought 
about with the pandemic.” 

One of the projects the Community Based Performance 
class created was Improvisation and Theatre Games as 
Therapeutic Tools. Three students in the class, including 
Esther Zuercher (sophomore, Theatre), Constance Valli 
and Maria Andrea Avendano Valderrama presented this 
project as part of FGCU’s Community Engagement Day. 
Their presentation won two awards: the Emerald Award 
for best service-learning project from a class in which the 
faculty member is not required to integrate service-learning 
into the class, and the “Children Are Our Future” Award. 
Our congratulations go out to all involved in the class, 
including co-instructors Dan Bacalzo and Mari DeWees. 

(top to bottom) Note of encouragement and a how-to sew your 
own bear; Information about a Vision Board 

In An Age of Online Learning… 
In an effort to create something positive from a tech week 
that was cancelled for Theatre’s final production of the 
2019-2020 Season, Charlotte’s Web, Anne Carncross 
(Theatre), Julie McCracken (junior, Theatre) and Joanna 
Hoch (BSM&A) created masks for Island Coast Pediatrics 
for children and new families. Anne and Joanna’s children 
also got into the spirit of making by helping with the 
project. To date, 160 sewn masks and several ear savers 
have been created and delivered. 

(left to right) Julie McCracken sewing masks; Anne Carncross 
delivers masks to Island Coast Pediatrics 

Kyle Szabo (Music) and string students Sandra Escribano 
(senior, Music), Teal Vickery (sophomore, Music) and 
Kristin Jarvis (junior, Music) have been seen on several 
news outlets and in multiple local and now international 
publications discussing music classes in the age of online 
learning. It started with a performance by Ms. Vickery, and 
the story was picked up by both ABC 7 and WINK News. 
FGCU360 and Study International also featured the story 
on their websites. Our congratulations go out to Dr. Szabo 
and his students for not only their hard work under 
stressful and unusual circumstances, but also for their poise 
and thoughtful answers to the many people with whom 
they have spoken. 

One of the challenges in the move to online learning was 
figuring out how Music’s large ensembles would make this 
system work. Trent Brown (Music), Director of Choral 
Activities and Abbey Allison (adjunct Music) teamed up 
with composer and former visiting instructor Shawn 
Allison (Music) to create a unique opportunity for the 
members of BSM’s three choirs. Mr. Allison composed a 
new work specifically for the remote learning choir; Dr. 
Brown recorded virtual conducting of the new piece; and 
Ms. Allison recorded practice tracks, facilitated online 
practice sessions and edited the piece together. With the 
technological help of Mario Bernardo (Music), the BSM 
combined choirs is now “one of the first choral programs in 
the country to achieve something newly created 
specifically for this sort of ensemble,” according to Dr. 
Brown. The video of I Sing Myself based on a poem by Walt 
Whitman is available on our website, followed by a video 
about the making of the video. 

https://www.fgcu.edu/cas/bsma/#WatchoneofMusicsstudentsperform
https://www.fgcu.edu/cas/bsma/#ABC7andWINKNewsFeaturesonMusicsonlinelearning
https://fgcu360.com/2020/04/17/music-prof-and-students-become-virtuosos-in-distance-instruction/
https://www.studyinternational.com/news/learning-music-online-florida/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Av_9qZIdlpM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Av_9qZIdlpM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bXLJpI-CAZA


    
 

          
         

       
       
            

         
      

          
       

 

 
     

 
     
         

          
       

        
       

     
    

     
        

       
        
     

 

    
     

         
      

     
         

       
          

    
 

 

     
         

    
          
        

      
    

 
 

     
 

       
       

      
 

 
 

  
 

        
         

        
            

       
         

     
           

    
        

         
    

 

          
      

        
          

        
        

             
         

      
 

 

        
        
      

      
           

       
         

 

      
      

 
 

    
 

        
 
 
 
 

        
       

    
       

Student, Faculty & Alumni News 
Wendi Shi (junior, Music) was the recipient of the FGCU 
Writing Award representing the CVPA. With the help of 
Tom Cimarusti (Music) and Mike Rohrbacher (Music), 
Wendi presented her paper "Re-examining the Mozart 
Effect: The Sonata in D Major, K. 488 and the Influence of 
Rhythm on Spatial Intelligence at the FGCU Showcase for 
Undergraduate Research Experience (S.U.R.E.). Wendi was 
also recognized with the "Meant to be Mentee" Award for 
her exemplary work in pursuing research activities. 

Wendi Shi with curious students 

Chris Clavelli’s (Theatre) direction of Lucas Hnath's A 
Doll's House, Part 2 at Florida Rep recently received a 
review from Terry Teachout in the Wall Street Journal. The 
review included high praise for the production, including 
adding that, “The four performances are broader in tone 
than those of their Broadway counterparts, always to good 
effect…” Florida Rep offered the production for online 
viewing, prompting Teachout to write, “…watching 
[Florida Rep’s] equally impressive version of A Doll’s 
House, Part 2 serves as a reminder of what has been stolen 
from lovers of American theatre by the evil depredations of 
the coronavirus. May we get it back soon!” The full article 
can be found here. Wall Street Journal, April 17, 2020 

Thomas Cimarusti (Music) has provided video lectures 
that have now reached retirement communities in 
Michigan and Arizona. His video lecture entitled El Bario: 
Latin Music in 1920s New York, aired on closed circuit 
television in those communities. Thomas recently 
completed two other video lectures, "From Flop to Fame: 
Beethoven's Violin Concerto in D major" and "Music, the 
Holocaust, and the Will to Survive," which will also be 
presented in several communities throughout Southwest 
Florida. 

Brandon Robertson (Music) was recently interviewed by 
Chris Brubeck for the Dave Brubeck Jazz Summit. The 
interview included questions about his influences, 
introduction to jazz and the release of his new album. As 
an educator for their summer program, he also offered 
potential bass students advice about the skills they should 
work on during their online learning. 

Student, Faculty & Alumni News (continued) 
Congratulations to Madeline Tarantelli (‘11, Music) on her 
position as a tenure track Assistant Professor of Horn and 
the Brass Coordinator at Utah Valley University in Orem, 
Utah. 

If you have any questions or comments concerning the First 
Friday News, or if you have information about the work 
being done by our alumni, please feel free to contact Joanna 
Hoch, Events Coordinator, by email at jhoch@fgcu.edu. 

An Update from the Events Coordinator 
Hello, and thank you for being a part of the Bower School 
of Music & the Arts at Florida Gulf Coast University family. 
I say “family” because if there is one thing that the past few 
months have taught me, it is that the support for all of the 
areas within the BSM&A: the Galleries, Art and Design, 
Music and Theatre from both within the university and 
throughout the community is palpable. We were not able 
to finish the year the way we had hoped, but you have 
supported our students by visiting their online exhibitions, 
watching the videos of the work they are doing and helping 
us get the word out about how important the arts are, 
especially in times such as these. 

Please know that we are actively working to put together a 
full and varied 2020-2021 Season, and, while we know that 
the way we present events will likely be different for some 
time, we do not yet know what that will mean. We are 
forging ahead with plans on the assumption that we will be 
able to see you in person for events beginning in August. If 
we are not able to do that, however, we will also have plans 
in place to continue to bring the extremely high-quality 
exhibitions, performances and perhaps a few new things 
that you have come to expect from the BSM&A. 

The current plan is to produce our annual brochure as 
usual, but we will initially only have it available in its 
online form. The interactive brochure for the 2019-2020 
Season can be found here. If you are not already on the 
BSM&A email list and would like to be notified when the 
new schedule is available, please email me at 
jhoch@fgcu.edu and I will add you to the email list. 

Thank you for your understanding and continued support, 
and I look forward to seeing you during the 2020-2021 
Season. 

Be well and stay safe, 
Joanna Hoch 
Events Coordinator, Bower School of Music & the Arts 

mailto:jhoch@fgcu.edu
mailto:jhoch@fgcu.edu
https://www.wsj.com/articles/a-dolls-house-part-2-review-small-screen-small-stage-big-impact-11587069156?fbclid=IwAR3KAfH6VrbR3CdxlbOEwWQSVwM0EDZOsCtoILwS-_5pB4FuVJV17EDk5l4
https://www.wsj.com/articles/a-dolls-house-part-2-review-small-screen-small-stage-big-impact-11587069156?fbclid=IwAR3KAfH6VrbR3CdxlbOEwWQSVwM0EDZOsCtoILwS-_5pB4FuVJV17EDk5l4
https://issuu.com/floridagulfcoastuniversity/docs/bsma-2019-2020-brochure-ada?fr=sZDM3MjM5Njg2
https://issuu.com/floridagulfcoastuniversity/docs/bsma-2019-2020-brochure-ada?fr=sZDM3MjM5Njg2



