
 

 
 

 

   
 

           
          

        
    

      
        

     
        

         
     

       
  

       
         

         
        

       
       

       
      
    

 

        
    

        
        

    
       

         
           

         
        

       
        

     
    

           
         

          
         

          
   

        
     

        
     

      

 
 

        
        

          
        

     
       

          
         

   
 

     
         

       
        

        
   

 

   
 

   
       

 
 
  

 

      
       

     
     

      
   

 

 
        

 
 

FIRST FRIDAY NEWS 
A Letter from the Director 

Dear Friends, 

As our region continues to recover from the impact of the 
hurricane, the Bower School of Music & the Arts has 
returned to a more normal schedule. Once again, our lives 
are filled with inspiring events celebrating student 
accomplishments in Art, Theater, and Music. Most 
recently, the Music Program completed a very successful 
accreditation onsite visit from the National Association of 
Schools of Music (NASM). On Thursday, November 3, the 
Art Program hosted the Fjelstul Art Lecture featuring Holly 
Hanessian, Professor of Ceramics and MFA Program 
Director at Florida State University. Prof. Hanessian 
presented an engaging lecture on socially engaged practice 
and community engagement. Later this month, our Theater 
Program will present An Enemy of the People by Henrik 
Ibsen. This production is directed by Dr. Dan Bacalzo. 
Music concerts scheduled for this month include Bower 
Chamber Music Ensembles, Nisita Concert Series including 
"Night at the Movies" and "Sarah Barber & Priscila 
Navarro," as well as Symphonic Band, String Chamber 
Ensembles, and Joyful & Triumphant as a seasonal classic 
presented at Moorings Presbyterian Church in Naples. 

We are also approaching Veteran's Day and Thanksgiving 
season. This time of the year inspires us to give thanks, 
count our blessings, and remind us of the many important 
people we are grateful to: my sincere thanks and heartfelt 
appreciation to our outstanding faculty and staff. Every 
day, they demonstrate their passion, care, and commitment 
to our students. I am grateful for all they do to make the 
Bower School of Music & the Arts a great institution. Also, 
I am pleased to introduce you to three new colleagues 
joining our team recently. Mr. James F. Smith serves as our 
new Administrative Specialist for the Art and Theater 
Programs. James brings eight years of arts administration, 
event coordination, and office management experience. 
Before FGCU, James worked with The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York City, where he worked in 
several different roles. He graduated from the School of the 
Art Institute of Chicago, receiving a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
in Art History. Mr. Steve Hughart is our new Art Lab 
Coordinator. Steve received a Master of Fine Arts degree in 
Blacksmithing/Metalsmithing from Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale. He received a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
degree with a concentration in sculpture from Marshall 
University in Huntington, WV. He is an accomplished 
artisan blacksmith who works predominately with steel 
and iron to produce beautiful vessels and sculptural 

A Letter from the Director (continued) 
artworks. Also, Miss Rebekah Ortega is the new 
Administrative Specialist for the Bower School of Music. 
Rebekah is a 2018 FGCU graduate holding a Bachelor of 
Music Education degree. She is a percussionist and 
conductor. Before this position, Rebekah served as a band, 
orchestra, and choir music director at Estero High School. 
We are delighted to welcome you to our institution and 
look forward to many years of outstanding service to the 
FGCU community. 

I also want to thank our donors and community members 
for their ongoing interest, participation in our events, and 
enthusiastic support of our programs. Your passion and 
philanthropy are a lifeline for all members of our 
organization. We thank you, and we look forward to seeing 
you on campus. 

Go Eagles! 

Dr. Krzysztof Biernacki 
Director, Bower School of Music & the Arts 

Student News 
Congratulations to Aaron Levine (junior, Music) who 
recently won the Florida MTNA Young Artist Competition 
in Voice. Cadence Dobson (sophomore, Music) was 
Runner-Up. They were accompanied/supported by 
Michelle Wijaya (senior, piano) and alumni Fernando 
Lopez (’22, Music). 

(left to right) Jeanie Darnell (Music), Aaron Levine and Cadence 
Dobson 



  
 

     
        

         
      
       
       

         
        

      
        

    
       

         
 

 

    
 

 
         

           
 

 
  

 

        
        

       
         
        

  
 

       
         

 
 

    
     

      
        
       

      
        

     
         

      
 

 
       

 
      

     
      

     
     

 

 
      

 

 
      

    

Student News (continued) 
Anne Carncross’ (Theatre) Stagecraft class recently 
learned the proper use and care of fire extinguishers, which 
is a very useful skill for anyone working backstage in either 
theater or music. Special thanks to the Environmental 
Health and Safety team for the semi-annual training 
session. The Stage Lighting & Sound class attended a 
performance of Medea, which was part of a series of events 
put on by The Met [Metropolitan Opera]: Live in HD. The 
performance was livestreamed to movie theatres across the 
country, giving the students the opportunity to experience 
a Metropolitan Opera performance without having the 
expense of travelling to New York City. More information 
about The Met: Live in HD and its season can be found 
here. 

(top to bottom) Stagecraft students being trained on the safe use 
of a fire extinguisher; Lighting & Sound for Theatre class at The 
Met: Live in HD 

Faculty News 
Chris Endrinal (Music) was invited to co-chair the Society 
for Music Theory (SMT) Committee on Race and Ethnicity 
(CoRE). His duties begin this November at the conclusion 
of the SMT annual conference and he will be in this position 
for the next two years, co-chairing with Dr. Rachel 
Lumsden from FSU. 

Tom Cimarusti (Music) recently completed a 3-day lecture 
tour in Southeast Florida with presentations on the campus 

Faculty News (continued) 
of Florida Atlantic University, Florida International 
University, and Nova Southeastern University. His 
presentations covered a variety of topics ranging from the 
songs of Irving Berlin to the music of J.S. Bach to the 
resistance songs of the Holocaust. Dr. Cimarusti attracted 
some 300 attendees at his lectures and was honored to have 
met several Holocaust survivors including Anna Simone, a 
Polish Jew who spent two years in Auschwitz. Dr. 
Cimarusti was also invited to present another series of 
lectures at the Mandel Jewish Cultural Center in West Palm 
Beach in 2023. 

Tom Cimarusti (right) with Holocaust survivor, Anna Simone 

Trent Brown (Music) and students attended the Florida 
convention of the American Choral Directors Association 
(ACDA) in Orlando. Dr. Brown led two collegiate sessions. 
The conference featured symposia about pedagogy and 
repertoire and included several outstanding performances. 

Trent Brown at the ACDA conference 

Recent Symphony Orchestra performance at Moorings 
Presbyterian Church in Naples 

https://www.metopera.org/Season/In-Cinemas/


  
 

      
      

        
       

           
         

         
       

        
         

     
        

      
         

       
  

 

       
         

       
       
       

         
           
          

         
      

     
   

 

          
 

             
    

      
  

          
          

        
           
          

       
         

     
  

       
    

     
      

        
      

          
            
         

       
      
           

         
    

  

   
 

        
           

     
           

         
        

       
      

           
       

  

       
        

       
      

      
         

        
      

     
      

   
  

       
        

       
        

      
       

      
       

 
 

         
  

         
        

         
          

           
            

 
       
        

       
      

       
        

       
       

        
       
       
     

 

         
         

     
     

          

Focus On…Life after Hurricane Ian 
As life in SWFL begins to return to normal following the 
landfall of Hurricane Ian on September 28, 2022 in Fort 
Myers, the question is how that “normal” now appears. For 
some, there is little change: the winds have died down, the 
weather is back to hot and humid, and there is not much 
that needs to be fixed or replaced. For others, however, 
especially those who lived on the western side of the 
Tamiami Trail (Rt 41), “normal” is anything but. Residents 
of Sanibel and Pine Island were left without bridge access 
to the islands when the hurricane swept away portions of 
the Sanibel Causeway and the approach to the Matlacha 
Bridge, so many were not able to see the damage until 
several days to weeks after the storm had passed. For 
many, the damage has been devastating, but there have 
also been glimpses of hope and humanity, and the BSM&A 
is lucky enough to have two such stories. 

When Anne-Marie Bouche (Art) evacuated her home on 
Sanibel Island ahead of Ian’s arrival, she left behind not 
only her home, but also many collections of art history 
books, artwork and family heirlooms. A TV crew from ABC 
Action News in Tampa reached out, and eventually 
travelled with Dr. Bouche and Patricia Fay (Art) by boat to 
witness her first trip back to the home she had left on 
Sanibel. The piece that aired was an account of the trip both 
to and from the island by boat which, at the time was the 
only way to access Sanibel, as well as Dr. Bouche’s first look 
at the damage, and surprising lack thereof, left by 
Hurricane Ian. 

Bouche spoke to us about this visit and some of her 
findings: 

What surprised me was that there was not a lot of 
loss of objects, except books and (probably) my 
oriental rug and certain antique furniture pieces. 

In one room the ceiling fell on an 18th century 
wooden sculpture of an angel, who might be 2 ½ 
feet tall or so, with fragile uplifted wings and arm, 
and yet all he got was a bit of wet plaster on his 
nose that came right off. The Baroque Virgin was 
in that room too and came out without a scratch; 
the mold on these pieces just wiped off with 
vinegar and alcohol. 

I have some dramatic pictures too, including some 
before-and-after cleaning of wood sculpture that 
came out pretty good. The carved cradle and 
child's rocker that my father made were in my 
flooded storage locker and they too cleaned up 
beautifully, even the faux blue leatherette that was 
on the seat and back of the rocker. That stuff, 
whatever it is, is over 70 years old so I was very 
surprised it was in such good shape. The creche 
figures he carved out of balsa wood and painted 
with water-based poster paint also were soaking 
wet, but I dried them out and they are really quite 
okay, apart from the Virgin's arm that broke and 
can be reglued. 

Focus On…Life after Hurricane Ian (cont.) 
The two hand-written letters that JRR Tolkien sent 
me were in a soaked box. Everything in it was wet 
except these, because they and their envelopes 
were in a plastic sleeve. They were perfect. I dried 
out all the other letters and papers in that box and 
probably 80% of them are a little crinkly, but 
fine. Daguerreotypes however that were in the 
storage locker were destroyed, the images wiped 
right off them. They were of relatives, but I didn't 
have any identifications for them anyway. 

Even textile pieces of some artistic interest that 
were soaking in cardboard boxes for weeks were 
not rotted. I hung them on bushes, they dried, and 
they are mostly okay except some of the light-
colored items got stained from the paper they were 
wrapped in. Silver turned black from the fumes 
but that can be polished. The antique iron safe 
could be opened, though it will need major 
restoration because it rusted. I haven't 
investigated the antique grandfather clock yet -
that may have rusted. 

Books are another story - art books 
particularly. And bookcases and cabinets, all of 
which were custom made by good craftsmen 
... very sad. I did save some of the older "rare" 
books that I either took with me when I evacuated, 
or put on a high shelf and rescued afterwards. I did 
lose some of my kid's "books" that they made in 
first grade and so on, but I still have way more stuff 
than anyone should have anyway. 

The ABC Action News feature can be found here. 

Teal Vickery (senior, Music) was another who had to flee 
the house she and her boyfriend shared when it became 
clear that Hurricane Ian had turned toward Fort Myers. As 
a firefighter, her boyfriend was called in to the firehouse to 
ride out the storm and be ready to answer emergency calls 
as soon as the winds died down. This is her account of what 
happened next: 

I awoke the morning after the storm to the 
welcome surprise of my boyfriend, a firefighter in 
Lehigh, getting off shift unexpectedly. We had no 
idea what to expect driving towards our home, or 
if we’d even be able to get there. The 15-minute 
drive from the condo I stayed in during the storm 
was unlike anything I’d ever seen. No working 
traffic lights, traffic lights on the ground, roofs torn 
off and signs obliterated. We were able to reach the 
home and our street was devastated — all but one 
home flooded due to the storm surge from the 
flood and the creek. 

We didn’t have emotion yet so honestly not much 
registered when I saw the house I had come to call 
home. My boyfriend and I just got to work, so by 
9am Thursday we were in our flooded home, 
mopping up the floor and tearing out carpet. I 

https://www.abcactionnews.com/news/state/sanibel-island-residents-return-after-hurricane-ian-to-see-whats-left-of-their-homes


   
 

        
        

       
        

    
     

        
       

        
 

         
      
       

      
   

      
      

         
    

        
    

        
      

         
         

       
     

          
        

       
       

        
        

      
 

       
         

         
         

        
        

      
 

      
      

        
   

 
 

 
 

 
         
         

    

Focus On…Life after Hurricane Ian (cont.) 
didn’t really have the capacity at the time to feel 
sad or survey the things I may have lost. I just took 
it all in and got to work. Days later it hit both of us 
like a ton of bricks. I remember us just sitting in 
silence driving back from the house after working 
there for most the day. The emotions still ebb and 
flow but seeing the house for the first time it was 
hard to feel much at all as I think it was too soon to 
even begin to comprehend what had happened. 

There are many moments in life that can be viewed 
as opportunities or setbacks. While the devastation 
of Hurricane Ian is no doubt a tragedy, the storm 
and its aftermath has also been one of those many 
silver lining instances life has offered me. Since the 
time of the storm, I have seen the best of humanity 
and worst. I have seen kindness, love, and 
generosity, as well as anger, tension, and stress. I 
have seen both these positive and negative 
qualities in myself. There are days that I am 
grateful and truly can hold on to seeing how 
fortunate I am, and days where everything feels so 
sideways and chaotic, I can hardly breathe. While 
the home I was living in did flood and will be 
unlivable for the foreseeable future, I have my job, 
health, vehicle, enough food and water, and an 
affordable place to stay for as long as needed — 
which I know is a diamond in the rough on this 
area right now. Yes, I lost material things but the 
best things in life aren’t things and I’m grateful to 
know on a deep level, that while I have gratitude 
to have nice things in my life, they really don’t 
matter much. Stuff is replaceable. Loved ones, me 
and my family’s health, and memories are not. 

At the First Friday News, we thought it important to share 
the stories of a few of the members of the Bower School of 
Music & the Arts. Everyone in the area has been affected by 
Hurricane Ian in some way. For many, the losses are minor, 
while for others, they are complete. For everyone, 
Hurricane Ian is a shared experience that SWFL will be 
working through for quite some time. 

(top to bottom) Tricia Fay (center) and Anne-Marie Bouche save a 
palm tree that had been felled by the hurricane; photos of Anne-
Marie’s house after the storm 

(left to right) A wooden carving recovered from Anne-Marie 
Bouche’s house on Sanibel; The same carving after a cleaning with 
vinegar and rubbing alcohol 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

    
            

      
 

        
                

 

        
              

 

        
            

 
 

      
                

         
 

        
             

 
 

        
             

 

      
             

  
 

  
                

     
 

        
                 

 

      
              

          
 

         
              

             
 

       
              

  
 

      
              

       
 

                               
                 

    
 
 

   
       
        
        
        

November and early December Events 
Extended through November 17
Nexus: FGCU Art Faculty Exhibition; Wasmer Art Gallery, Arts Complex, FGCU; This exhibition is free and open to the public 
Monday through Friday from 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.; 239-590-7199 or fgcu.edu/artgalleries 

Sunday, November 6 at 3:00 p.m.
Jazz Ensemble; Cape Coral High School, 2300 Santa Barbara Blvd., Cape Coral; This concert is free and open to the public 

Monday, November 7 at 7:30 p.m.
Wind Chamber Ensembles; U. Tobe Recital Hall, Music Building, FGCU Campus; This concert is free and open to the public 

Tuesday, November 8 at 7:30 p.m.
Percussion Chamber Ensembles; U. Tobe Recital Hall, Music Building, FGCU Campus; This concert is free and open to the 
public 

Wednesday, November 9 at 7:30 p.m.
Night at the Movies Nisita Concert Series; U. Tobe Recital Hall, Music Building, FGCU Campus; Tickets are $10 for the 
general public and $7 for students and are available at fgcu.edu/concerts; 239-745-4268 

Tuesday, November 15 at 7:30 p.m.
Symphonic Band (Blue Band); U. Tobe Recital Hall, Music Building, FGCU Campus; This concert is free and open to the 
public 

Wednesday, November 16 at 7:30 p.m.
Wind Orchestra; U. Tobe Recital Hall, Music Building, FGCU Campus; This concert is free and open to the public 

Thursday, November 17 at 7:30 p.m.
Symphonic Band (Green Band); Cypress Lake High School, 6750 Panther Lane, Fort Myers; This concert is free and open to 
the public 

November 18-20 
An Enemy of the People; TheatreLab, Arts Complex, FGCU Campus; Tickets are $10 for the general public and $7 for 
students and are available at fgcu.edu/theatrelab; 239-745-4268 

Friday, November 18 at 7:30 p.m.
String Chamber Ensembles; U. Tobe Recital Hall, Music Building, FGCU Campus; This concert is free and open to the public 

Sunday, November 20 at 3:00 p.m.
Sarah Barber, mezzo-soprano & Priscila Navarro, piano Nisita Concert Series; U. Tobe Recital Hall, Music Building, FGCU 
Campus; Tickets are $10 for the general public and $7 for students and are available at fgcu.edu/concerts; 239-745-4268 

Tuesday, November 29 at 4:00 & 7:00 p.m.
Choirs & Symphony Orchestra: Joyful & Triumphant; Moorings Presbyterian Church, 791 Harbour Dr, Naples; This concert is 
free and open to the public. Please consider an RSVP to this event by registering at fgcu.edu/joyful 

Friday, December 2 at 10:00 a.m.
21st Annual Pottery Sale; Arts Complex Courtyard, FGCU Campus; This event is free and open to the public. More 
information can be found at fgcu.edu/artevents. 

Friday, December 2 at approximately 11:30 a.m.
16th Annual Empty Bowls Fundraiser; Arts Complex Courtyard, FGCU Campus; This event is free and open to the public. 
More information can be found at fgcu.edu/artevents. 

***Friday, December 2 at 4:00 p.m.
All is Bright ~ FGCU Strings at Sanibel Luminary Festival ***We are working to find a new venue for this performance. Please 
check the website for updates. 

Student Recitals in the U. Tobe Recital Hall, Music Building; All are free and open to the public: 
November 5 7:30p Rehman Mir Jr Euphonium Recital 
November 19 3:00p Joshua Hellberg Jr Clarinet Recital 
November 19 7:30p Jennah David Jr Vocal Recital 
December 3 7:30p Jordan Pickard Jr Percussion Recital 

https://fgcu.edu/artevents
https://fgcu.edu/artevents
https://fgcu.edu/joyful
https://fgcu.edu/concerts
https://fgcu.edu/theatrelab
https://fgcu.edu/concerts
https://fgcu.edu/artgalleries

