FIRST FRIDAY NEWS

A Letter from the Director

Dear Friends of Bower School of Music & the Arts,
We are quickly approaching middle of the semester while
enjoying various concerts, gallery events and theater
program offerings on our beautiful campus. If you have not
been able to attend any of our events yet, I would like to
extend my personal invitation for you to do so. You will not
be disappointed! I am also very pleased to have met many
new friends and acquaintances in my short time here.
Thank you for your warm welcome during my first few
weeks at FGCU.
I also would like to introduce you to our new faculty and
staff members who have joined us this year. We are very
glad to welcome Dr. Rama Karl Hoetzlein (Art), Assistant
Professor of Digital Media Design who specializes in
creative expression in design and animation. His research
explores the topics of character animation and natural
visual effects. His work explores motion as a way to
capture human activity both physically and socially, and
studies simulated visual effects to understand nature as a
living, cooperative system. His teaching emphasizes
meaning, cultural appreciation and quality in visual design
and 3D animation. Prof. Christopher Clavelli (Theatre) is
our new Visiting Assistant Professor of Theater. Prof.
Clavelli brings a wealth of experience as an actor, director
and teacher. He is the Associate Artistic Director of the
Florida Repertory Theatre where he has directed over 20
productions. As an actor, he has worked Off-Broadway,
regionally and on several episodic TV productions,
commercials and voice-overs. He is the recipient of The
Barrymore Award as well at The Carbonell for Best Actor.
Prior to his appointment at FGCU he taught classical acting
at Pace University/The Actors Studio Drama School, MFA
Program and served on the faculty of The New York
Conservatory for Dramatic Arts and The American Musical
and Dramatic Academy. I am also very pleased to welcome
Mr. Mario Bernardo (Music) as our new Coordinator of
Music Technology at Bower School of Music & the Arts. Mr.
Bernardo brings extensive experience working for FGCU as
the Associate Director of Information Technology Services,
Coordinator of Computer Applications and Technology as
well as Senior Computer Support Specialist for FGCU
Library Systems. In recent years Mr. Bernardo has also
worked as an Adjunct Instructor for Music Technology and
Applied Music for Bower School of Music & the Arts. Mr.
Bernardo is a graduate of University of Michigan and
Western Connecticut State University.

A Letter from the Director (continued)

I am very proud of our new BSM&A hires and I am
delighted to welcome them to our school!
With warm regards and wishes of continued success,
Dr. Krzysztof Biernacki, Director
Bower School of Music & the Arts

Student News
Maddie Anderson (sophomore, Theatre) made her
Regional theatre design debut with the Florida Repertory
Theatre. She was the Assistant Lighting Designer
for Always…Patsy Cline. Pictured with the director
Maureen Heffernan. The show will run Now through Nov
24th.
Arturo Fernandez (sophomore, Music) was granted a
Seidler Scholarship this past summer to study piano
pedagogy in Bolivia and research Bolivian piano music. In
the photo below, he is shown receiving his presentation
certificate with piano students in Santa Cruz, Bolivia and
Dr. Michael Baron.

(clockwise from top) Arturo Fernandez (front row center) and
Michael Baron (2nd row center); Music students pose for a photo
with President Martin at the International Reception; Maddie
Anderson with Maureen Heffernan

Student News (continued)

Focus On…

Alyssa Chermak (senior, Music) has been selected by the
Florida chapter of the American Choral Directors
Association as one of four students from the state to
participate in presenting a session at the fall conference in
Orlando. Her topic deals with selecting and conducting
repertoire for middle school, high school, and adult
ensembles, and finding music that would be appropriate
for any of those choirs. Her group presentation will happen
October 25.

In the October installment of Focus On…, we learn about
two of the many ways Theatre is using its tools to help the
community.

Faculty News
Christopher Clavelli (Theatre) recently opened a new play,
Anything Helps, at The Emerging Artist Series in New York
City.
Andy Owen’s (Art) woodcut titled Fish Kill II was accepted
into "Contested Spaces: 2019 Harnett Biennial of American
Prints" competition for the Joel and Lila Harnett Museum
of Art, University of Richmond Museums, Richmond, VA.
and will be on view October 22 to December 6.

Andy Owen’s Fish Kill II

Alumni News
Juan Miguel Ayesta Olortegui (’17, Music) won the Opera
Prize Award at the VI Concurso Lírico Nacional de Perú.
Juan Miguel also performed a city recital with FGCU piano
performance major Arturo Fernandez (sophomore, Music)
and featuring Paula Alva Garcia (junior, Music) on August
3 at the TeatroMunicipal de Trujillo. Juan Miguel and
Arturo are both from Trujillo, Peru.

Dan Bacalzo (Theatre) and some of his students -- Tristan
Monson (freshman, Theatre), Anthony Hernandez
(freshman, Theatre), Connie Valli (Improv Club officer),
and Nabil Benjelloun (’19, Theatre) -- assisted with a
hostage simulation held at Littleton Elementary School on
September 9, 2019.
Sergeant Daniel Leffin, team leader for the Lee County
Sheriff's Office Hostage Negotiation Team, had reached out
to Bacalzo as he wanted to broaden the team’s training
efforts by utilizing drama students. He felt they might offer
a different and more unpredictable perspective than
having his own team members role-play, as those officers
already had an understanding of negotiations and this has
in the past led to unrealistic training scenarios.
Prior to the event, Bacalzo led his students in a workshop
to familiarize themselves with the scenario Leffin provided
to them, and to engage in improvisations that would flesh
out the characters they would play. During the actual
simulation, Hernandez portrayed the hostage taker,
Monson and Valli were hostages, and Bacalzo and
Benjelloun were witnesses. Following the event, Leffin sent
a thank-you note that stated, “The team members were
impressed with the role-playing of you and your students.
The comment was made today at our briefing after you left
that this has been the best training this year. Your time and
efforts are greatly appreciated and I hope we can continue
to utilize FGCU students in the future for our training
scenarios.”
Bacalzo and two members of the FGCU Improv Club also
led an Improvisation Workshop for a group of foster boys
from the Punta Gorda-based Crossroads group home. The
session was held in conjunction with Prof. Miranda Marts’
(Justice Studies) special topics class centered on working
with system involved youth. The workshop involved 13
FGCU students from her class and about 20 youth from
Crossroads.

Juan Miguel Ayesta with fellow singer

Alumni artists Adriana Flores (’17, Art) and Felipe
Maldonado (’16, Art) are featured in Nostotros, the latest
exhibition to open in ArtLab. This exhibition fits perfectly
into the celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month, and was
recently the focus of a piece on ABC7, which can be seen
here.

Dr. Dan Bacalzo (left) with his students and members of the
Hostage Simulation team

October Events
September 27-November 7
Nosotros: Adriana Flores & Felipe Maldonado; ArtLab in the west side of the Library building, FGCU
This exhibition is free and open to the public Monday through Friday from 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.; More information can be
found at fgcu.edu/artgalleries
Tuesday, October 8
7:30 p.m. Wind Orchestra Concert; Mariner High School, 701 Chiquita Blvd N, Cape Coral; This concert is free and open
to the public
Thursday, October 10
7:30 p.m. Wind Orchestra Concert; Estero High School, 21900 River Ranch Rd, Estero; This concert is free and open to the
public
Saturday, October 12
7:30 p.m. Jeanie Darnell, soprano with Michael Baron, piano Nisita Concert Series; U. Tobe Recital Hall, Music Building,
FGCU; Tickets are $10 for the general public and $7 for students and are available at fgcu.edu/concerts
239-745-4268
Sunday, October 13
3:00 p.m. Symphony Orchestra Concert; U. Tobe Recital Hall, Music Building, FGCU; This concert is free and open to the
public
Thursday, October 17
5:00 p.m. Everyone is an Alienígeno: Enrique Chagoya Exhibition opening reception; Wasmer Art Gallery, Arts Complex,
FGCU; This event is free and open to the public; More information can be found at fgcu.edu/artgalleries
Thursday, October 17
7:30 p.m. Composition Concert; U. Tobe Recital Hall, Music Building, FGCU; This concert is free and open to the public
October 18-November 14
Everyone is an Alienígeno: Enrique Chagoya Exhibition; Wasmer Art Gallery, Arts Complex, FGCU; This exhibition is free
and open to the public Monday-Friday from 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.; More information can be found at
fgcu.edu/artgalleries
Sunday, October 20
3:00 p.m. Chamber, University & Women’s Choirs Concert; Naples United Church of Christ, 5200 Crayton Rd., Naples;
This concert is free and open to the public
Wednesday, October 23
7:30 p.m. Eric Swartz Jr Trumpet Recital ; U. Tobe Recital Hall, Music Building, FGCU; This recital is free and open to the
public
Friday, October 25
7:30 p.m. Zach Bartholomew Quartet Nisita Concert Series; U. Tobe Recital Hall, Music Building, FGCU; Tickets are $10
for the general public and $7 for students and are available at fgcu.edu/concerts
239-745-4268
October 25-November 3
Mystery Cylces; TheatreLab, Arts Complex, FGCU
October 25 & 26 November 1 & 2 at 7:30 p.m.
October 27, November 2 (with post-performance discussion) & 3 at 2:00 p.m.
Tickets are $10 for the general public and $7 for students and are available at fgcu.edu/theatrelab
239-745-4268
Sunday, October 27
3:00 p.m. Jazz Ensemble Concert; U. Tobe Recital Hall, Music Building, FGCU; This concert is free and open to the public
For the most up-to-date information, visit www.fgcu.edu/CAS/BSMA

If you have any questions or comments concerning the First Friday News, or if you have information about the work
being done by our alumni, please feel free to contact Joanna Hoch, Events Coordinator, by email at jhoch@fgcu.edu.

