
         

          
        

          
        

        
        

   
         

      
    

        
       

      
       

     
      

           
     

         
       
        

       
    

     
         
        

       
       

        
        

     
        

  

         
       

     
         

    
     

         
      

       
        

        
    

        

     
      

       
         

     
     

         
       

   

        
         

      
         
   

        

   
       

     

        
    

        
        

       
     

 

    
        
       

    

        
        

       

Edition 42, October 2020 

FIRST FRIDAY NEWS 
A Letter from the Director 

Dear Friends of Bower School of Music & the Arts, 

Greetings from the Bower School of Music & the Arts. The 
fall 2020 semester is underway, and it certainly feels good 
to see a busy campus once again, with students hurrying to 
various artistic activities at the BSM&A. As you may know, 
our school opened in a hybrid format last August. While 
this is challenging, we are very proud of the Bower 
students who are taking precautions to make sure various 
forms of art-making can continue to take place safely and 
comfortably. Please continue to stay alert, focused, and 
committed to everyone’s health and safety. 

I want to introduce you to our new faculty members who 
have joined us this year. We are delighted to welcome 
Kristin Mellian, Assistant Professor of Theater. Kristin 
joins FGCU as a SAG-AFTRA actor and performance 
professor with almost two decades of experience in 
professional performance and instruction. She holds a 
Master of Fine Arts in TV, Film and Theatre (Acting) from 
California State University, Bachelor of Arts in Musical 
Theatre from Central Michigan University. She is also a 
Certified Teacher Candidate at the National Michael 
Chekhov Association. As a performer, Prof. Mellian has 
worked in TV, film, theatre, voiceover, commercials, and 
cruise lines. Kristin’s films have been distributed both 
nationally and internationally, on Netflix as well in major 
retailers. Before arriving at FGCU, she taught acting at 
Compass College of Cinematic Arts and California State 
University, Los Angeles. Kristin’s most recent projects 
include acting and movement directing for The Pigeon 
Creek Shakespeare Company, and producing and acting in 
a feature film with Richard Karn and Jason London. Kristin 
delights in training and guiding students toward creating 
their best work and enjoys aiding students in their pursuit 
of acting careers. 

We are also thrilled to welcome Shawn Allison as our 
new Visiting Instructor of Music Theory and 
Composition. Prof. Allison grew up in Newport News, 
Virginia, where he began his musical education as a 
saxophonist. He holds degrees in composition and 
saxophone performance from St. Olaf College (B.M.) and 
Ithaca College (M.M.). He is currently a doctoral candidate 
in Composition at the University of Chicago. He has taught 
music theory and composition courses at Florida Gulf 
Coast University, The University of Chicago, and Ithaca 
College, and was the saxophone instructor at Cornell 
University. Prof. Allison has worked with ensembles and 
organizations such as the eighth blackbird, The Saint Paul 

A Letter from the Director (continued) 
Chamber Orchestra, Contempo, ICE (International 
Contemporary Ensemble), The New Fromm Players, 
Spektral Quartet, Third Coast Percussion, The Cadillac 
Moon Ensemble, The Esoterics, and Cantus. His music has 
been selected for performance at the Bowdoin, SICPP, 
Tanglewood, Wellesley, and Fast Forward Austin festivals. 
His work, Towards the Flame, has been released on the 
album Atlas on New Dynamic Records, performed by the 
Cadillac Moon Ensemble. 

I am very proud of our new BSM&A hires, and I am 
delighted to welcome them to our school! Thanks again to 
everyone at the Bower School of Music & the Arts for 
wearing masks, social distancing, and doing their part in 
fighting this pandemic. 

With warm regards and wishes of continued success, 

Dr. Krzysztof Biernacki 
Director, Bower School of Music & the Arts 

(left to right) Kristin Mellian; Shawn Allison 

Alumni News 
Isabella Baquerizo (’19, Art) and Chloe Lewis (’20, Art) are 
both being featured in the Alliance for the Arts’ latest 
exhibition, entitled Plays Well with Others. According to the 
Alliance website, this exhibition “of local and national 
artists [creates] work that engages with play and toys in 
interactive, mischievous and subversive ways.” More 
information about this exhibition can be found here. 

Aracelly Peralta’s (’20, Digital Media Design) award-
winning design for the Naples Design District street 
banners was featured in a recent Florida Weekly article. The 
article can be found here. 

Faculty News 
Trent Brown (Music) was recently featured in an article in 
the Naples Daily News about the ways that local choruses 
and choirs are finding ways to meet and rehearse in this 

https://www.artinlee.org/event/playswell/
https://naples.floridaweekly.com/articles/naples-design-district-selects-fgcu-student-to-design-street-banners/


 
 

      
        

     
     

  
     

        
        

   
 

 
 

 
       

       
     

 
    

        
         

   
     

     
        

    
 

      
      

         
        

     
 

 
 

 

       
          
         

        
 
 

 
 

          
      

          
       

       
       

        
        

         
 

 

        
         

     
      

 

       
      

      
       

     
       

       
         

          
  

        
         

       
       

   
 

 
 

us live on lt1stagram with the artists of our new st exhibition 

WHEN WE SEE FURTHER 
HEATHER COUCH 

MARINA FONT 

REN~EREY 

TERRE RYBOVICH 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11 TH, 4PM TO 5PM 

@fgcuartgalleries 
GAWRYTALK 

LIVE ON INSTAGRAM 

Faculty News (continued) 
time of social distancing. Dr. Brown has been meeting with 
his three choirs: University & Chamber Choir and the 
Women’s Chorale through a hybrid of in-person and Zoom 
rehearsals. “The choirs have also taken time during the 
rehearsals to practice outside between the Music Building 
and the Arts Complex, leading to a sort of impromptu 
concert for those of us with offices facing the walkway,” 
Joanna Hoch, Events Coordinator. The Naples Daily News 
article can be read here. 

(top to bottom) Trent Brown conducting the fully-masked 
Chamber Choir outside the Music Building; Chamber Choir 
rehearsal from Joanna Hoch’s office window 

Tom Cimarusti (Music) recently completed another series 
of televised lectures at Shell Point on varied topics 
including: Musical Settings of Florida: Fredrick Delius and the 
"Florida Suite," Anthony Phillip Heinrich: the Beethoven of 
America, and Charles Ives: America's Musical 
Voice. Additional Beethoven lectures/performances at 
Shell Point have been planned in the coming months as we 
celebrate the 250th anniversary of the composer's birth. 

Michael Baron (Music) adjudicated the final two rounds of 
the China Piano Competition in Beijing, China August 23-
28 by Zoom. He was joined by distinguished piano faculty 
from the University of Texas and McGill University. He 
also gave private lessons and master classes for the 
contestants. 

Focus On… 
The FGCU Art Galleries have been hard at work figuring 
out new ways to present their exhibitions to the public as 
the FGCU campus remains closed to all but students, 
faculty and staff. The first two exhibitions of the 2020-21 

Focus On… (continued) 
Season, B.A. Art Senior Projects from Spring 2020 in the 
Wasmer Art Gallery and ArtLab and Dimensions: B.A. 
Digital Media Design Senior Projects from Spring 2020 in the 
Wasmer Art Gallery have both closed, but the artists’ 
statements and their posters for the former can be found on 
the Galleries’ website. Marketing and Communications put 
together a video of some of the now alums’ experiences 
with the first exhibition, taken from the opening that was 
held for the invited family and graduates only, which can 
be seen here. 

Gallery Director, John Loscuito, has also stated that the 
Galleries are working on launching an online database for 
the FGCU Permanent Collection. More information on that 
project is to come as it progresses. 

Last, but certainly not least, Loscuito concluded, “The 
FGCU Art Galleries is very proud to continue offering 
exhibition programming to our students and public with 
our next exhibition, When We See Further. Although not 
everyone is able to come to campus to see the exhibition in 
person, we have created a variety of ways to engage and 
enjoy the exhibition. Interviews with each of the four South 
Florida artists are available online as is catalogue of their 
work with an essay reflecting on the exhibition. There is 
also a wonderful opportunity to participate in a gallery 
tour and artist Q&A via Instagram Live on October 11 from 
4-5pm.” More information about When We See Further and 
interviews with the four artists: Heather Couch, Marina 
Font, Renee Rey and Terre Rybovich can be found on the 
FGCU Art Galleries’ website. 

https://www.naplesnews.com/story/life/2020/09/20/swfl-choruses-sing-unusual-settings-these-days/5750339002/
https://www.fgcu.edu/artgalleries/currentseason/BAartspring020movedtofall
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SDzt6EAw1fA&feature=emb_logo
https://www.fgcu.edu/artgalleries/currentseason/whenweseefurther
https://www.instagram.com/fgcuartgalleries/



