
 
Discussion and Activity Plan for The Lion and the Mouse 

 

 

 

Pinkney, Jerry. The Lion and the Mouse. NY and Boston, Little, Brown and Company,  

2009. 

 

Thinking about wordless picture books. 

 

Wordless picture books are exciting because kids and 

grownups both have the power to tell the story. Take 

turns “reading” the story together. Do you like to talk 

about the pictures on each page and explain what’s 

happening? Are you each noticing the same details or 

different ones? Does the lack of words make you slow 

down and really study the pictures? 

 

Why do you think the authors made the choice for this to 

be a wordless book? Do kindness and compassion 

operate at a level beyond words? How would it have been different if there were words?  

 

What follows here are different ideas for how to read the book and respond to it with discussion 

and activities. 

 

• Questions for Discussion 

• Activities  

• Advanced Activities 

 

Questions for Thinking Deeply about the Story 

 

• Look at the cover of the book. When you see a lion and a mouse, what are your 

predictions about what’s going to happen in the story? Why do you think Pinkney chose a 

lion and a mouse? Who do you think has more power? 

 

• When we first meet Mouse, did you feel sorry for Mouse and want to help? If so, why? 

This feeling is called *compassion* and it means recognizing the suffering of others and 

wanting to make them feel better. Can you think of a time when you saw someone 

suffering or being sad? Were you able to do anything to make them feel better? 

 

• What do we learn about Mouse before it even meets Lion?  



 

• Why does Lion let Mouse go? Is Lion kinder to Mouse than the poachers are to Lion? 

What would you have done? 

 

• After Lion lets Mouse go, we see that Mouse has so many babies. Lion didn’t know that, 

so what can we learn from this? What is the author teaching us by showing us more about 

Mouse’s life? Does everyone have their own story? Everyone we meet is loved by 

someone who would be sad if we treat them badly. How can knowing that help you to 

treat people differently? 

 

• When the Lion is in trouble, Mouse comes to the rescue. On the pages where Mouse is 

chewing the ropes, how does Pinkney show us that Mouse is powerful too? 

 

• Both books feature animal characters—what are the authors telling us about animals and 

kindness? We usually think of animals as being in conflict with each other—shark vs 

squid, tiger vs lion, but there are also stories of animals being good friends. Can you 

think of one? At the Seneca Park Zoo in Rochester, NY, for example, the elephants have 

a pet dog whom they adore. Do some research with your grownup to find other examples 

of unlikely animal friendships. 

 

• Does this story and the way one kind act leads to another remind you of something 

you’ve seen or experienced in real life? 

 

• Why do you think the American Library Association gave the award to this book? What’s 

good about it? What is it doing or saying that’s effective? What is it teaching us? 

 

• How do the images help tell the story? Which ones gave you the biggest feelings (of 

sadness, happiness, surprise, fear, etc)? 

 

Activity Ideas: 

 

Adding Words. 

 

Get out strips of paper and write your own words to the pages showing the lion deciding to let 

the mouse go? What does adding words do? Does it make it funny? Does it explain the picture? 

Do the words give us the lesson or tell us more information about the characters? For more 

advanced readers, try mixing up the word strips and then giving them to someone else to 

“match” them to the pages; some pretty funny results may surprise you! This can lead to a 

discussion about context clues and “cue” words, such as “First,” “Next,” “Then,” “Finally,” etc. 

 

Emotion Charades. 

 

Recognizing emotions can be tricky, but emotional identification is an important skill to learn. 

Make a series of emotion cards (or use our deck, developed by ROCK student Erin Fortin), each 

one featuring a different expression, such as sadness, hope, happiness, boredom, disgust, greed, 

surprise, anger, exhaustion, anxiety, and any others you would like to act out. Then shuffle the 



deck and with your classmates or grown up, take turns choosing a card and acting out an emotion 

for the other to guess. Spend time talking about emotional states, nonverbal cues, and how to 

experience an emotion without being overwhelmed by it. 

 

 

More advanced… (Middle grade through high school) 

 

Learning about African Animals. 

 

Pinkney sets The Lion and the Mouse in Africa, the land of his ancestors. Poaching is a big 

problem, especially when it comes to hunting animals for their horns (rhinos) or tusks 

(elephants). Do some research on endangered species and poaching. Check out the Virunga 

National Park https://virunga.org/ in the Democratic Republic of Congo where 44 endangered 

species live. Why are they endangered? What is being done to save them? What can you do? 

 

Intertextual Conversations. 

 

Compare this story to the folktale about the Greek slave Androcles who befriends a lion by 

drawing a thorn out of his paw (later when he’s forced into battle in the Colosseum, his opponent 

is the same lion he saved, and instead of devouring him, they embrace). You can also compare 

this picture book to the fable in Aesop’s fables (http://read.gov/aesop/007.html). Think about 

drafting your own comic book version of the tale—what elements could you change, but still 

keep the general idea and the lesson? Would you use animal characters or people? Would you 

alter the setting? Some of the plot? Think about how different media offer different tools for how 

to tell the story—for instance, what are the advantages to making a video? To reading it in a 

traditional form? Using a comic book?  

 

 

 

https://virunga.org/
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