
 
Discussion and Activity Plan for Last Stop on Market Street 

 
 
 
De la Peña, Matt and Christian Robinson. Last Stop on Market Street. 
 
Matt De la Peña’s book is an important one because it’s one of 
the few to use an urban setting and to celebrate people of all 
shapes, colors, and sizes. It has won the highly coveted 
Caldecott Medal Award from the American Library Association. 
What follows here are different ideas for how to read the book 
and respond to it with discussion and activities. 
 

• Questions for Discussion 

• Activities  

• Advanced Activities 
 
Questions for Thinking Deeply about the Story 

 
● How do the grandmother and the grandson see different things on their bus ride? 

Looking through someone else’s eyes means taking their perspective. That’s the first 
step in practicing *empathy*. Study the pictures carefully. Is the grandmother teaching 
him to look more closely? More kindly? Choose your favorite example and explain it.  
 

● There’s a famous saying, “Don’t judge someone until you’ve walked a mile in their 
shoes.” What do you think that means? Is it what CJ’s grandmother is trying to teach 
him. Do you think he’s learning how by the end of the book? How do you know? 

 
● Is there a grownup in your life who teaches you like this grandmother teaches CJ? What 

are some of the lessons that grownup has taught you that have made you a kinder 
person? 

 
● Does the book do a good job showing us all different kinds of people in different sizes, 

shapes and colors? Are they getting along? Do they show kindness to each other? 
 

● Halfway through, we get an image that covers both pages. Why do you think the author 
chose that moment in the story for such a big picture? Is it an important part? Why? 

 
● At the end of the book, we learn the grandmother is taking her grandson to help out 

feeding people at a soup kitchen. What does that tell us about her and how she chooses 
to spend her time? Look back at the earlier examples in the book and think about how 
the way she sees people is connected to her destination of helping people at the soup 
kitchen. Would she be going there if she did not take the time to see the best in people 
and think about their struggles? 



 

● Why is there a rainbow near the end of the book? Early in the book there was rain, so 
why does it switch to a rainbow at the end? Does that tell us how to feel about this part 
in the story? 

 

Activity Ideas 

 

Class activity: Kindness Goggles 

 

Cut out the pair of Kind Goggles (or use toilet paper rolls or paper towel rolls to create your own 

Kind Goggles). You can decorate them with marker, crayons, or colored bits of paper. If you 

have a grownup to help you, you can glue the rolls together to make Kindness Binoculars. 

Remember how the rainbow in CJ’s neighborhood revealed all the beauty and goodness? 

Remember how his grandmother taught him to see differently, see kindly? That’s what you’ll be 

doing when you put your Kindness Goggles on. When you’re wearing them, look around to spot 

acts of kindness and signs of beauty and goodness. Make a list in your Kindness Log and share 

it at dinner or in class the next day. Or you might use a tally graph on the side of your goggles to 

mark every time you spot kindness or every time you do an act of kindness yourself. When 

you’re faced with a situation and thinking about how to react, grab your Kindness Goggles and 

think about what the kindest reaction would be. 

 

Perspective-taking. 
 
As you head to school tomorrow or to Publix or to church or anywhere else, look at the people 
and places you pass. Choose someone and think about what their story might be. Is there a 
jogger who is walking slowly because his/her/their feet might be hurting? Is it hard to try to 
squeeze in a run because maybe they have kids and jobs at home? Can you make a list of 
healthy habits you do and another list of healthy habits you’d like to try (these are called 
“resolutions”)? They can be things like, drink eight glasses of water today or play outside for an 
hour four times a week, or learn to do two cartwheels in a row. Is there an elderly person 
carrying a bag of groceries? Do you think this person is planning a nice dinner for his/her/their 
family? What do you think they will be cooking? Are there family recipes that you love enjoying 
together? What are they? How do you make them? Can you ask your grownup to let you help 
prepare one? 
 
Making a book of lessons. 
 
What lessons do you think are important? What are you going to teach your grandchildren 
someday? Make a list of lessons and assemble it into a book, illustrating each one. Think 
carefully about how you select them and why they are important. You can limit yourself to five or 
to ten. Make sure to design a cover with a big title, “Lessons for my grandchildren,” and include 
an “about the author” at the end.  
 
Illustrated by… 
 
Look at how Christian Robinson illustrates this book. The images look like pieces of paper that 
are cut out and pasted together in interested ways. The characters look like they are “pieced 
together” by our experiences and memories. This is an illustration style most associated with 



great illustrators Leo Lionni and Eric Carle who depicted mice, crocodiles, caterpillars, and 
spiders using this technique. Can you use this technique to make a picture of you and your 
grownup? Or of a scene in your neighborhood? Use construction paper and glue to create your 
scene. Decide ahead of time if it will be black-and-white, use lots of colors and patterns, or if it 
will be simple. Remember how CJ learns to see the beauty in his neighborhood? See if you can 
show us the beauty in yours. Be ready to share it and to explain how you created it, what you 
kept in, what you left out, and why. 
 
Mapping a Kindness Journey. 
 
With a grownup’s help, take a look at a Google map of your city. Think about the journey that CJ 
and his grandmother take as they move through their city. How could you plot a similar journey 
on the map of your city? Where does kindness live in your city? What would be the stops on 
your journey where you could teach someone about kindness (or the opposite—what are the 
spots where we need more kindness and why?)? You can copy paste the map into a Google 
doc or a Word doc and then use different symbols to indicate the stops. Or you can print it out 
and use a marker to trace the route and circle the stops. Don’t forget to make a title for your 
kindness tour.  
 

More advanced (Middle grade and high school) 

 
Hunger in our Community. 
 
Think back to a time when you felt hungry when you were at school. Did it make it hard for you 
to pay attention and learn? Did it make you feel cranky? How do you think hunger affects kids 
and grownups over a long time? With your grownup’s help, do a little research into 
organizations like the Harry Chapin Food Bank, Blessings in a Backpack, Fulfill, churches, 
community groups like the Rotary, or others. Is hunger a problem in your community? How do 
they try to help people who are hungry? How can we help families in our community who might 
be hungry? Ask your grownup for help figuring out if there are ways that you can volunteer and 
get involved to help. 
 
Bibliography. 
 
Read a selection of books in which the characters struggle with hunger. If you are in elementary 
school, you might read Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. It’s a book featuring amazing 
adventures with candy and chocolate, but the whole first half of the book is about a kid and his 
family who are so hungry. Think about what would have happened to them if Charlie had not 
gotten the Golden Ticket. If you are a teenager, you might read The Hunger Games by Suzanne 
Collins or The Jungle by Upton Sinclair and think about how readers have been distracted by 
the games in HG or the stories about the meat-packing industry in TJ. Do you think audiences 
miss the point about how hunger and want affect people and shape their choices? 
 
 


