
      (10-10:20am) Story Mentor Circles: 

                                     the Story of How Stories Are Made 
  

Young Authors can join one of five story mentor circles on 

the lawn at 10am to talk about their work and their interest 

in storytelling with a story mentor. Our goal is to connect 

kids with storytellers who are experts in their craft to 

inspire the YAKs and start conversations about kindness 

and compassion through the story-making modality. 

 

 

Written Stories with Karyn Friedman-Everham, FGCU Creative Writing Club 

 

Karyn Friedman-Everham writes children's books and poetry. Her debut picture 

book, Otter Oughta Know, comes out with Scholastic in the spring of 2024. 

 

 

Theater and performance            with Dr. Dan Bacalzo and FGCU theater students 

 

Dr. Dan is an educator and community-based theatre practitioner. He is the former 

artistic director of the Asian American performance collective Peeling, and has 

pursued his love for theatre as an actor, director, playwright, solo performer, and 

teacher (not necessarily in that order). 

 

 

Poetry with Jesse Millner and creative writing students  

 

Jesse Millner was raised by wolves near Languedoc in southwest France and has 

spent the last two decades teaching his writing students how to howl. His favorite 

poem, of course, is “Howl” by Allen Ginsberg. 

 

Songs with FGCU student Michael Christopher Caputo, with input from Dr. Megan Atha 

 

Michael Christopher Caputo is a voice actor, multi-instrumentalist and singer 

songwriter with original songs on shows such as 'Say Yes to the Dress', 'Counting 

Cars' and 'The Voice'. He is the creator of the 'Songstar' program and a soon to be 

graduating Senior at FGCU. 

 Oral storytelling performances with Dr. Joel Ying 

 

Physician, educator, and storyteller, Ying notes that “In this age of social distance 

and disconnection, stories bring community together. As we reflect on our stories 

and craft them, we find new perspective and meaning, we find understanding 

and healing.” Dr. Ying offers storytelling courses at FGCU, is the founder of the 

Storytelling Salon, and participates at national storytelling conferences. 

 


