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SEIDLER
GIFT

C O L L E G E  O F  A R T S  A N D  S C I E N C E S
F L O R I D A  G U L F  C O A S T  U N I V E R S I T Y

REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES FUNDED BY THE

2018-19

“There is no better foundation for success – by any 
measure – than a liberal arts education. Creativity, 
flexibility and reason allow us to shape the future.”

– Gene & Lee Seidler
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Following is a description of programs and activities funded by the 

Seidler Fund during the 2018-19 academic year.

STUDENT/FACULTY UNDERGRADUATE 
COLLABORATIVE SCHOLARLY 
FELLOWSHIPS

These fellowships support collaborative scholarly work 
among students and faculty during the summer.  In many 
cases, these represent long-term ongoing work, but other 

projects are new and designed to be completed during the term 
of the fellowship.  The selection process began with a call for 
proposals sent to the college in November.  Forty-six proposals 
were submitted by the Feb. 8 deadline. A six-member selection 
committee reviewed the proposals and ranked them using a 
defined rubric.  From the 46 submissions, 17 were selected for 
funding.  The descriptions of each are included below (listed 
alphabetically by the faculty mentor’s last name), including the 
faculty and student participants. Of the funded projects, 12 were 
in STEM fields, 4 were in the arts and humanities, and 1 was in 
the social sciences.  An event showcasing the projects will be 
scheduled during the upcoming academic year.  

} Project Title: The Man Who Invented Florida, a screenplay 
about the life of Carl Fisher 
Faculty Member: Kevin Allen, Language and Literature 
Department
Student: Lexi Velte
Description: A screenplay will be produced about the life of 
American entrepreneur Carl Fisher, who transformed Miami 
Beach into a glitzy enclave of luxury and vice for America’s self-
made industrial barons.

} Project Title: Bolivian Classical Piano Music, and a Comparison 
of Piano Pedagogical Methods in Bolivia and the United States
Faculty Member: Michael Baron, Bower School of Music  
& the Arts 
Student: Fernando Lopez Flores
Description: Research of little-known classical works from 
Bolivia will be undertaken, along with investigating current 
pedagogical methods from the United States and Bolivia. 

} Project Title: Norm behavior of matrices in low dimensions
Faculty Member: Alberto Condori, Mathematics Department
Student: Nicholas Seguin
Description: This project will examine two mathematics 
questions regarding powers of Ak of an n x n matrix. 

} Project Title: The concise total synthesis of khusiol: a neurite 
growth promoting natural product with a unique structure
Faculty Member:  Greg Boyce, Chemistry and Physics 
Department 
Student: Daniel Quiroz
Description: This project seeks to produce a pathway for the 
synthesis of an important natural product. 

} Project Title:  Characterization of Gold Nanoparticles (AuNPs) 
Fabricated from Green Synthesis and Developing Optical Probes 
to Investigate the Uptake of AuNPs in Biomedical Research
Faculty Member:  Ju Chou, Chemistry and Physics Department 
Students: Anakarla Gomez-Hernandez
Description: The project will yield an understanding of the 
interaction and uptake of gold nanoparticles with breast cancer cells.

} Project Title: Molecular analysis of flowering in melaleuca 
quinquenervia
Faculty Member: Marilyn Cruz-Alvarez, Department of 
Biological Sciences
Students: Rodrigo Tomas, Grace Dorton
Description: Identification of genes involved in flowering in 
melaleuca and understanding how these genes are regulated by 
environmental factors is the goal of this research. 

} Project Title: Ready for the Next Hurricane Irma?  Predicting 
Flood Conditions by Linking Precipitation to Surface and 
Groundwater Flows On and from the FGCU Campus by 
Monitoring Campus Ponds 
Faculty Member: Don Duke, Marine and Ecological Sciences 
Department
Student:  Abigail Krueger 
Description: The research seeks to quantify the effects of 
precipitation on the flows and levels of surface water on the 
FGCU campus and surrounding downstream areas.

} Project Title: Assessing Hurricane Irma’s impact on threatened 
burrowing owls in north Cape Coral
Faculty Member: Kara Lefevre, Marine and Ecological Sciences 
Department
Student: Katelyn Rawlings
Description: The Florida subspecies of the burrowing owl 
is listed as “threatened” by the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission.  This status necessitated the creation 
of a species action plan.  Consistent with the plan, this study 
will investigate whether Hurricane Irma affected the population 
of burrowing owls in north Cape Coral, a site of extensive 
development.

} Project Title: May the force be with… The distribution of 
mechanosensitive protein receptors and bone remodeling cells 
in spaceflight specimens
Faculty Member: Sherri Emer, Department of Biological 
Sciences 
Students: Fane Antione, Sabrina Soto
Description: This project will test the hypothesis that exposure 
to space conditions results in bone remodeling in association 
with a mechanically sensitive protein receptor.  Histological and 
immunohistochemical techniques on spaceflight biospecimens 
will be utilized for this work.
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} Project Title: Testing species boundaries and inferring the 
biogeographic history of Stillingia (Euphorbiaceae) in the North 
American Coastal Plain, with a focus on south Florida
Faculty Member: Jay Horn, Department of Biological Sciences
Students: James D’Amico, Allison Boza, Alex Amador
Description: Molecular evolutionary methods will be used to 
investigate species boundaries and biogeographic histories of the 
North American Coastal Plain members of the genus Sillingia.

} Project Title: Lysogenic Phage Defense Against Superinfection 
in Host Microcycstis aeruginosa 
Faculty Member: Sharon Isern, Department of Biological Sciences
Student: Alicia Belony
Description:  Microcystis aeruginosa is a cyanobacterial species 
associated with blue-green algal blooms in Southwest Florida.  
This project will identify environmental bacteriophage that infect 
Microcystis, with the goal of using them to control future algal blooms.

} Project Title: Long-term Geomorphological Evolution of 
St. Joseph Peninsula and Cape San Blas and the Impact of 
Hurricane Michael on Florida Panhandle
Faculty Member: Felix Jose, Marine and Ecological Studies 
Department
Student: Kelly Murphy
Description: The research will produce an estimate of sediment 
accretion over the last 20 years and provide an understanding 
of the long-term geomorphological evolution of the two study 
sites.  An understanding of the role of hurricanes in transforming 
the peninsula will be ascertained.

} Project Title: Student Success using Permanent Collection of 
Art Migration
Faculty Member: John Losciuto, Bower School of Music & the Arts
Student: Farah Alkhadra
Description: This project will provide the ability to utilize the 
university’s permanent collection as the source material for 
continued original research and digital archiving, and that can 
result in public exhibitions of selected works.

} Project Title: American Identity in an Age of Transnationalism
Faculty Member: Myra Mendible, Language and Literature 
Department
Student: Kiera Eckardt
Description: An examination of American “border-making” 
practices, focused on Southwest Florida. An understanding of 
what it means to be American today, how our symbolic “borders” 
are subjectively maintained or transgressed, and what outcomes 
they may produce will be topics of investigation.

} Project Title: Development of Peptides Having Interferon and 
Antiviral Properties
Faculty Member: Mustafa Mujtaba, Department of Biological 
Sciences
Student: Joseph Wislet
Description: This work will investigate the antiviral properties 
of peptide mimetics of interferons and other antiviral proteins.  
Chemically-synthesized peptides will be incubated with 
mammalian cells infected with vesicular stomatitis virus and 
antiviral parameters will be subsequently measured. 

} Project Title: Evaluation of essential oils as potential anti-
cancer therapeutics in triple-negative breast cancer
Faculty Member: Lyndsay Rhodes, Department of Biological 
Sciences 
Students: Olivia Romas, Christy Doan
Description: Triple-negative breast cancer cell lines will be 
incubated with 52 essential oils to identify compounds with 
activity against cancerous growth.  Dosage effects will be 
examined and specific impact on cells will be determined.

} Project Title: The isolation and bioinformatics analysis of  
broad-host range cyanophage to combat local blue-green  
algae blooms
Faculty Member: Scott Michael, Department of Biological 
Sciences 
Students: Kelsey White, Sara Feith
Description: Isolation of novel cyanobacterial-infecting viruses 
(cyanophage) from environmental samples will be undertaken.  
Specifically, the identification of broad host range cyanophage 
will be targeted.

} Project Title: Oral Histories of Hurricane Irma
Faculty Member: John Straussberger, Social Sciences Department
Student: Morgan Kirk
Description: The goal of this work is to collect a series of oral 
histories of Hurricane Irma that accurately reflects the range of 
experiences of this disaster.  Local government officials, non-
profit organizations and community activists will be queried 
about the preparation for the hurricane, the experience during 
the event, and the post-disaster responses. 

} Project Title: Prediction and prevention of harmful algal 
blooms using hydrogen peroxide
Faculty Member: Toshi Urakawa, Marine and Ecological Sciences 
Department
Student: Gabrianna Andrews
Description: This project will investigate harmful algal blooms 
and the use of early molecular monitoring techniques and 
analysis of hydrogen peroxide’s role in the biology and ecology 
of Mycrocystis aeruginosa.
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2018-19 PAGES  
PROGRAMMING
 

WEDNESDAY MEETINGS  
The core of PAGES’ career programming takes place in our 
regular meetings Wednesday afternoons. Career exploration 
takes center stage at these meetings. Here, PAGES students 
get programs that help clarify their career goals, hone career 
relevant skills, and learn about different lines of work by 
interacting with local professionals. Here are some highlights, 
with events NEW to 2018-19 marked: 
 
• Peer coaching training & practice– GROW Method
• CliftonStrengths Assessment & Analysis – NEW
• Pitch Your Major workshop – NEW
• FGCU Alumni at Work Panel
• Careers in Arts & Culture Panel – NEW
• Study Abroad Presentation
• Interview Skills Workshop
• Career Fair Scavenger Hunt Activity 

COFFEE AND CAREERS – NEW  
PAGES premiered a new career event time and format with our 
mid-day Coffee and Careers series, which brings in employers to 
speak with interested students in a small group setting.

• Susan Bruno of College CFO and Beacon Wealth and  
Southida Palmer and Kyle Terzak of Northwestern Mutual were 
the guests for our first two sessions 

SPREADING THE MESSAGE  
Not every student can or will attend PAGES’ regular Wednesday 
programs. This year, we significantly stepped up outreach to 
students beyond the core PAGES group, by bringing liberal arts 
career programming to other student groups:

• Classroom Visits – PAGES team members made  
more than 25 classroom presentations this year across  
the programs we serve

• Student Clubs – NEW - We created and presented  
programs for the Philosophy Club and the English  
Honor Society

• Psychology Career Class – NEW – PAGES created  
a guest class session for the Psychology department’s  
new career class, delivering it multiple times

• Social Media – Today’s students get much of their  
information on social media. This year we added  
Instagram to our social media platforms, and launched  
our NEW “Intern Info” post series featuring specific  
liberal arts friendly internship openings

•  Incoming/Prospective Students – NEW – PAGES  
presented to prospective students and their families  
at Eagle Expo; and we tabled at summer freshman  
orientations 

COMPETITIONS  
A key to preparing liberal arts students for career success is 
helping them apply their transferable skills – critical thinking, 
communication, problem solving – to professional tasks. 
Competitions are among the most engaging ways to do this – 

THE HUMANITIES INITIATIVE (PAGES)

PAGES (Professional Development and Networking, 
Academic Achievement, Global Sophistication, Engaged 
Living, and Skills Development) is a co-curricular career 

readiness program designed especially for humanities and 
social science students at FGCU.  It focuses largely on career 
exploration – bringing recruiters and local professionals to speak 
to, and meet with, students, offering workshops to help students 
apply their writing and speaking skills for specific professional 
purposes such as an email or elevator pitch, and providing career 
interest instruments such as CliftonStrengths to participants. We 
also provide some funding to defray the cost of study abroad or 
internship in another city. On the faculty side, we seek to educate 
liberal arts faculty on career paths for their students, through 
activities such as a faculty-student reading group and a guided 
faculty tour of the campus career fair. We have sought to be a model 
for best practices in liberal arts career education by presenting at 
professional conferences at a national level. Finally, we cultivate 
relationships with employers, recruiters and local professionals, 
and seek out opportunities to speak with chamber, trade and 
community groups about the career value of liberal arts education. 

PAGES was created to meet the particular needs of liberal arts 
students, who may be less likely to take advantage of other 
career services resources. The major issue for most liberal 
arts students is career choice – there may be 50 paths open 
to the humanities or social science student, but it’s likely that 
student only knows about 5 of them. For that reason it is focused 

mainly on career exploration and involving students starting in 
their freshman year.  Built on the conviction that a liberal arts 
education provides the tools needed for professional success 
in many fields, PAGES is committed to helping students in 
these majors find answers to the question “What are you going 
to do with that?”  The Seidler gift allows PAGES to provide 
opportunities and resources that help students fulfill the 
professional potential of a liberal arts education.
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HUMANITIES INITIATIVE (PAGES) continued

THE OPPORTUNISTIC INVESTMENT FUND: GLOBAL LEARNING INITIATIVE

The College of Arts and Sciences has established a goal of 
enhancing global learning opportunities among our students, 
faculty and staff and to share, whenever possible, outreach 
opportunities with the community. A set of events was organized 
by faculty members of the Spanish, French and German 
programs and consisted of the following categories:  
 
• Guest speakers 
• On-campus cultural events 
• Local field trips

} Objectives and Benefits: 
The purpose of the program is to organize events that would 
target FGCU and international students, as well as members of 
the community with the purpose of:

• Strengthening the bond between FGCU and the community. 
• Engaging students in experiential learning 
• Facilitating students’ intercultural awareness 
• Bolstering students’ global competency 
• Facilitating and improving international students’ experience 
at FGCU 
• Creating new alliances with cultural organizations inside and 
outside FGCU 
• Promoting FGCU language programs 
• Increasing FGCU’s visibility in Southwest Florida

This is a summary of the events and other activities done by 
the faculty members in the Foreign Languages Division of the 
Department of Language and Literature during the academic 
year 2018-19 with the above goals in mind.  

A. PUERTO RICO ONE YEAR LATER:  
REMEMBERING MARÍA
The event involved a collaboration among Dr. Jon Braddy, Dr. Win 
Everham and Dr. Marta Ramos, who worked on a research project 
in Puerto Rico in the aftermath of Hurricane Maria. The discussion 
panel consisted of the three professors and videographer Gunnar 
Gibson.  The conversation focused on the experience filming the 
documentary, Puerto Ricans Ascending, during the summer of 2018.  

} Objectives and Benefits:
In response to the Dean’s Office call for proposals for 
“communities in transition,” an interdisciplinary faculty 
team from three programs (Communication, Ecology and 
Language) scouted Puerto Rico to explore research and service 
opportunities and to interview specialists in fields such as 
education, politics and art. These interviews were an essential 
part of the documentary, Puerto Ricans Ascending, which was 
screened in spring 2019. 

The event achieved the following objectives: 
• To share the experience of filming the documentary with the 
audience 

and they also involve the employer community as judges and 
constructive critics.

• Mock Interview Contest – NEW

• Performance Task – A signature event for PAGES,  
the Performance Task brings students into a simulated  
professional scenario, in which they must work together  
to analyze evidence as well as propose and present  
solutions. We had strong turnout this year.

CULTURAL ENRICHMENT   
PAGES encourages students to engage with diverse cultures 
and to become lifelong arts patrons. We support educational 
enrichment opportunities and cultural outings.

• Theatre Outing -  PAGES students attended a Florida  
Rep performance

• Book Store Scavenger Hunt – an activity that  
guides students to find books that help them achieve a  
professional or personal goal.

• Study Abroad/Away Funding – Studies show that  
study abroad opportunities have a deep and lasting  
impact on students. PAGES offers partial scholarships  
for study abroad programs, on a competitive basis.  
NEW – We expanded the program to include study  
away within the U.S. for a student doing an internship  
through the Washington Center.

FACULTY EDUCATION   
Liberal Arts faculty would like to help students explore and 
achieve career goals; but they themselves often have very limited 

familiarity with the business world or the job search process. This 
year PAGES set out to address this issue with faculty events:

• Faculty/Student Book Group – NEW – PAGES worked  
with FGCU’s Lucas Center for Faculty Development  
to put on its first faculty/student book group, on George  
Anders’ You Can Do Anything: The Surprising Power of  
A ‘Useless’ Liberal Arts Education.

• Faculty Career Fair Tour – NEW – We have sponsored  
a guided career fair tour for students for several years;  
but this year we ran a faculty tour group and discussion  
to expose faculty to specific career options in our region.

SHARING BEST PRACTICES   
PAGES seeks to be a model for liberal arts career education and 
faculty involvement in the career process. We seek opportunities 
to share our model with professional audiences.

• Academic Conference Presentation – NEW – We  
presented the PAGES model to the Academic Relations  
unit at the American Academy of Religion, a national  
conference of Religious Studies faculty.

EMPLOYER/PROFESSIONAL RELATIONS   
PAGES relies on the Southwest Florida business and professional 
community for advice, guest speakers and judges, and career 
and internship contacts for our students. This year we added 
many companies and individuals to our professional contact list. 
We also expanded our chamber outreach to include the Greater 
Naples Chamber of Commerce, which enabled us to increase our 
contacts in Collier County.



6

OPPORTUNISTIC INVESTMENT FUND continued

• To keep open the discussion about the crisis in Puerto Rico 
• To encourage students and faculty to explore research and 
service opportunities in Puerto Rico 
• To reinforce the mission of FGCU by creating community 
partnerships and committing to public service  

} Attendance: 
The event took place in SRHM 240, which can seat 57. The room 
was full and additional chairs were needed.  Students, staff, 
faculty, members of the news media (Univision, Telemundo, 
WINK-TV) and community members attended.  

B. HISPANIC VOICES OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
The event was a panel discussion.  The panelists invited are 
renowned Hispanic members of the Southwest Florida region 
whose work has had significant effects in the social, economic 
and cultural development of the region.  

} Objectives and Benefits:
Besides honoring Hispanic community members as part of 
the celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month, the purpose of 
Hispanic Voices of Southwest Florida was to bring together 
students, faculty, staff and community members to discuss the 
impact of the Hispanic presence in our community, to address 
mutual challenges and to share experiences and ideas. Our 
students and the general public had the chance to participate 
in a conversation with guests from a variety of professional 
backgrounds (social work, business, media and health).  The 
conversation highlighted the importance of promoting cultural 
diversity and helped those who attended to better understand 
Hispanic culture. 
 
} Attendance: 
The event took place in Cohen Center 214.  There were 82 
people at the event in addition to the organizers and panelists.  
Students, staff, faculty, members of the news media (Univision) 
and community members attended.  

C. EL CAFECITO
El Cafecito is a Spanish conversation group that has been 
meeting once a month at FGCU since 2015.  At El Cafecito 
students taking Spanish courses, students with Hispanic 
background, and students with interest in the Hispanic culture 
get together to practice Spanish, share experiences and learn 
about the Hispanic culture in an informal environment.  
The meetings are not mandatory and are open to all FGCU 
students.  They take place on campus and are guided by faculty 
members of the Spanish division (Department of Language and 
Literature), who plan the themes of each meeting and help the 
students improve their language skills. However, it had been 
noticeable that students’ attendance had slowly decreased 
since El Cafecito meetings started. In order to re-energize 
attendance, faculty members thought of making the meetings 
more appealing and engaging for students by making them more 
interactive and theme centered. For the fall semester 2018, the 
topics of El Cafecito meetings were:
1. September 19th – Hispanic food (focus: vocabulary, Hispanic 
cuisine in Florida)
2. October 10th- Salsa dancing (focus: dancing and music as an 
essential element in Hispanic culture)
3. November 7th- Día de los muertos crafts (focus: religious 
traditions, Hispanic culture in the US)

} Objectives and Benefits:
The main objective of El Cafecito is to encourage students to 
speak Spanish while they learn the value of the Hispanic culture 
at FGCU and in the United States.  El Cafecito distances itself 
from a classroom environment and works as a space for students 
to develop their language skills, learn about other cultures and 
meet new people.  This helps students understand better what 
they are learning in class (those who are taking Spanish courses) 
and see the benefits of knowing a foreign language.  

} Attendance:

The meetings took place in the outdoor sitting area of Einstein 
Bros. Bagels Café on campus.  Attendance varied, but we had an 
average of 8 students attending the meetings.   
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OPPORTUNISTIC INVESTMENT FUND continued

D. NATIVE AMERICAN FILM FESTIVAL
FGCU’s inaugural Native American Film Festival was a 
collaborative effort between FGCU’s History program and 
the Language and Literature Department, and members of the 
Seminole and Miccosukee tribes. It brought multiple feature films 
and short documentaries to the campus, and included evocative 
conversations among tribal members, community representatives 
and FGCU faculty.

E. EUROPEAN AND TRANSATLANTIC RELATIONS 
& SECURITY FROM A GERMAN AND FRENCH 
PERSPECTIVE
This was an event for students, faculty, staff members and 
the local community to celebrate Franco-German friendship 
through:  

1. A short presentation on the history of Franco-German 
relations since 1919 (Thomas Stefaniuk and Tatiana Schuss)
 
2. A roundtable discussion on transatlantic relations and security 
with visiting guests from the German military in coordination 
with the German Embassy.  A delegation from the French 
military was also among the guests.  
 
3. A presentation about a spring break faculty-led study-abroad 
trip to France (by Stefaniuk and Schuss) as part of an Honors 
course in European literature (commemorating the centennial of 
the end of WWI)

} Objectives and Benefits:

1. To raise awareness of transatlantic history and  
international relations 
2. To promote internationalization on our campus
3. To bring students and faculty together with the local and 
international community
4. To continue and strengthen our collaboration with the 
German Embassy and the French Consulate

} Attendance:

The meetings took place in the Sugden Resort & Hospitality 
Management Building 115, with capacity for 60 people.  More 
than 55 people attended the event, among them students, staff 
and faculty members. 
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OPPORTUNISTIC INVESTMENT FUND continued

F. VENEZUELA TODAY: UNDERSTANDING THE CRISIS
A discussion panel of FGCU faculty experts and members of 
the Venezuelan community in Southwest Florida addressed the 
current social, economic and political situation in Venezuela.  

} Objectives and Benefits:

This event was intended:
• To share information, questions and concerns about the 
current situation in Venezuela
• To discuss the role of the United States in the Venezuelan 
crisis and its impact on our community
• To encourage students and faculty to explore research 
opportunities on this issue
• To reinforce the mission of FGCU by creating community 
partnerships and committing to public service 

} Attendance:

The event took place at the Sugden Welcome Center (room 108), 
with capacity for 61 seats.  The room was full and additional 
chairs were needed, for a total of 68 people in addition to the 
organizers and panelists.  Students, staff, faculty, members of 
the news media (Univision and El Mensajero newspaper) and 
members of the Venezuelan community attended. 

G. SEIDLER INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL
The 2019 Seidler International Film Festival consisted of the 
screening of six foreign films (two each in Spanish, French and 
German) and a documentary, Puerto Ricans Ascending, by Dr. Jon 
Braddy and Gunnar Gibson.

} Objectives and Benefits:

The Seidler International Film Festival was created as an initiative 
to encourage students and members of the community to learn 
about other cultures, explore different aspects of our society 
and embrace diversity. It has created a tradition in which, no 
matter the language, people get together to appreciate and learn 
about culture through films to which they can relate. The films 
introduce the audience to topics such as gender, sexuality, race 

and migration, among others, which are relevant in understanding 
humankind and today’s society. The Seidler International Film 
Festival aligns with FGCU’s mission of embracing diversity and 
cultivating habits of lifelong learning, while helping promote 
global awareness and intercultural dialogue. 

} Attendance:

This year the organizing committee decided to have the Seidler 
Film Festival on campus instead of the Sugden Welcome Center 
in hopes of improving attendance. The students’ attendance 
increased noticeably, and we had an average of 23 students per 
movie and 18 members of the faculty, staff and/or the community 
per movie.

Staff, Faculty, 
Community 

members
Students

Jan. 23 

Jan. 28 

Jan. 30

Feb. 4 

Feb. 12

Feb. 18

Feb. 20

37

8

25

12

26

13

38

29

10

12

9

7

6

53

66

18

37

21

33

19

91

Welcome to Germany

El acompañante

Young Karl Marx

L’ Atelier

Forbidden

A Haute Voix

Puerto Ricans Ascending

Total
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THE ART GALLERY AND ART PROGRAM

The FGCU Art Galleries continue to push the boundaries 
of programming within their exhibitions thanks to 
the substantial funding they receive from the Seidler 

Fund. This past academic year saw three Wasmer Art Gallery 
exhibitions and one ArtLab exhibition supported from the 
Seidler Fund.

} From August 30 through October 4, 2018, the exhibition, 
Eleven Voices: FGCU Art Faculty featured 11 Art Program 
faculty members in the Wasmer Art Gallery. The faculty 
created new artworks and installations, which drew a large 
attendance. The faculty exhibition is now becoming a regular 
exhibition that happens every three years.

} The second Seidler-supported exhibition was Blind Date: 
Neil Bender and Jen Ray, October 18 – November 15, 2018. 
This exhibition brought together two artists who had not 
previously worked together, Bender from Tampa, FL and Ray 
from New York, NY. This was a collaborative installation 
between the two artists that also involved FGCU students in 
the installation process. Additional collaborations included 
working with the FGCU Jazz Combo, Theatre department 
and English department. New jazz music compositions were 
written and performed for the opening based on a playlist sent 
by the artists. The theatre students performed a new theatre 
piece in the gallery during the exhibition run. There was also 
a Storytelling Slam performed in the gallery run by the English 
Department.
 

} The Third Dimension: Exploring Space brought together 
sculpture and ceramics students in the ArtLab Gallery. The 
gallery was packed with many forms of three-dimensional 
works and the students came out in great numbers to support 
it. This gave the students a well-deserved opportunity to 
exhibit their work and be recognized for their successes.

} Up Close and Unimaginable: Cliff Evans and Gregory 
Green once again brought together two artists who had not 
previously worked together. The opportunity also sparked 
collaborations with theatre and english students as well as the 
greater student population. Green’s satellite project Gregnik 
included a few hours of recordings by and of FGCU students 
reflecting on their hopes and fears for the future. Theatre 
students performed in the gallery in response to the pieces 
during the exhibition run and the Storytelling Slam also took 
place. This exhibition generated some interesting responses 
from students about current politics and terrorist actions. The 
catalog featured an essay by FGCU Political Science Professor 
Richard Coughlin, which provided some perspective on the 
ideas in the exhibition.
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 THE ART AND THEATRE PROGRAMS

During the 2018-19 academic year, the Art Program 
continued to use funds from the Seidler Fund to 
increase student exposure to essential contemporary 

art experiences, develop professional design projects to 
enhance student portfolios and support exceptional art majors 
as they advance towards graduation.

On December 8, 2018 the Art Program hosted a 55-person 
bus trip to Art Basel Miami Beach, the largest exhibition of 
contemporary art in the United States. Funding was used 
for chartering the bus, and for entry tickets to the extensive 
exhibitions in the Miami Beach Convention Center. The 
opportunity to view international-quality modern and 
contemporary art works is invaluable to a university education 
in the arts, with substantive rewards for students at all levels, 
but particularly for the 24 art majors who moved into their final 
Senior Project semester in January 2019. 

In the Digital Media Design Workshop class, students create 
large-format designs for canvas banners, and a juried selection 
of these designs are professionally printed and displayed in 
the Arts Complex Courtyard throughout the year. 2018-19 was 
the second year of our Rising Star Scholarship Program, a 
$1,500 grant used to encourage students as they move into and 
through their upper-level course work. The faculty committee 
chose to support art majors Darice Pollard, who has just 
completed her Senior Project, and Taylor Martindale, who is 
just getting started on her advanced courses. The jury has also 
recently completed adjudication for 2019-20, and has awarded 
Rising Star Scholarships to art majors Farah Alkhadra, Bethany 
Eskridge, Darrel Nicklow, and Aracelly Peralta.

In August 2019, faculty members Morgan Paine and Mary Voytek 
will once again take a group of nine art majors on our biannual 
trip to New York City for six intense days of museums, galleries, 
sightseeing and life-altering learning. This is the Art Program’s 
most ambitious project connected to the Seidler Benefaction, 
and we look forward to reporting on this trip next year. 

 
SEIDLER ENHANCEMENTS TO THE THEATRE 
PROGRAM 2018-19

} Funds were used to work with community partners and 
enhance aspects of our 2018-19 theatre productions. We 
opened our season with the musical Urinetown, which was 
a collaboration with both BSM&A’s music program and the 
Naples-based professional Equity theatre, TheatreZone. This 
partnership allowed our students to work alongside Equity 
actors, and both acting and technical theatre students had 
the opportunity to earn points toward membership in Actors 
Equity, the labor union that represents actors and stage 
managers in theatre. The production had a limited run of five 
five performances, and was attended by 448 people.
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THE ART and THEATRE PROGRAMS continued

} Our second production of the season was the children’s 
holiday-themed show Junie B. Jones in Jingle Bells, Batman 
Smells, which ran one weekend on campus (seen by 247 
people), then toured to Golisano Children’s Hospital for a 
special performance, and then engaged in a free outdoor 
weekend run at Gulf Coast Town Center. Seidler funds also 
helped to enhance our productions of Machinal (attended 
by 399 patrons) and Life is A Dream (with an audience count 
of 215), particularly in the areas of set and costume design/
construction.

} Money also helped fund students’ attendance and co-
presentations at national theatre conferences. Nine of 11 
students who attended the Southeastern Theatre Conference 
(SETC) secured summer internships via their networking and 
interviews at the conference, which demonstrated the value of 
bringing students to these kinds of events.

} The Theatre Program also used a portion of allocated Seidler 
funds for retention scholarships for juniors and seniors. Three 
outstanding students – Aimee Greco, Nathanael Tria, and 
Esther Zuercher – will receive $1,000 per semester for the 
upcoming 2019-20 academic year.
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