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SEIDLER GIFT
REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES FUNDED BY THE

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
2015-16

“There is no better foundation for success – by any measure – than a liberal arts education. 
Creativity, flexibility and reason allow us to shape the future.”

– Gene and Lee Seidler
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Following is a description of the programs funded by the 
Seidler Endowment during the 2015-16 academic year.  

STUDENT/FACULTY 
COLLABORATIVE UNDERGRADUATE 
SCHOLARLY FELLOWSHIPS

These fellowships are designed to pair students and faculty in 
collaborative scholarly or creative work during the summer 
term.  They represent work that may be completed during 

that time frame, or may be the beginning of a long-term project.  In 
either case, they allow students to work in their chosen discipline, 
guided by a faculty expert.  A Request for Proposals was sent to 
all faculty members in the College of Arts and Sciences on Feb. 3, 
2016, soliciting proposals for scholarly projects to be undertaken by 
student/faculty teams. By the due date of March 25, the selection 
committee had received 31 full proposals.  Of these, 12 were selected 
for funding.  A description of each proposal awarded, including the 
faculty and student participants, follows.

} Faculty Member: Jason Bahr 
Bower School of Music & the Arts, Music Program
} Student: Porter Gulseth
} Project Title: “Music Calligraphy: Concertino for Flute and Orchestra”

} Description: An original concerto for flute and large orchestra 
will be developed and copied into a complete set of parts for all the 
instruments in the symphony. 

} Faculty Member: Jim Brock, Language and Literature
} Student: Hanny Zuniga
} Project Title: “Tableaux Vivants: A Play”
} Description: The collaborators will research, write, design, cast, 
costume, fabricate and revise a full-length piece of new theatre, 
Tableaux Vivants.  It will include songs, poetry, and dialogue and will 
be multi-lingual as well.  Ghostbird Theatre Company at the historic 
Burroughs Home in downtown Fort Myers will produce this site-
specific work. It will be directed by Ms. Zuniga.

} Faculty Member: Katherine Byrne Bailey, Biology
} Student: John Dean
} Project Title: “Microbial processes and movement of genetic 
material between microbial populations of local soils, mammals 
and insect populations”
} Description: This project will examine the presence of mobile 
genetic elements in local environments and organisms.  In 
particular, mobile elements that can transfer antibiotic and 
detergent resistance to pathogens, and those that encode methyl 
mercury production will be investigated.

} Faculty Member: Marilyn Cruz-Alvarez, Biology
} Student: Brandon Califar
} Project Title: “Characterization of a novel transposable element 
in Brassica oleracea”
} Description: Brassica oleracea is an important plant species that 
includes several vegetable crop varieties. This project will investigate 
a particular gene (CCE1) that may be involved in the developmental 
patterns that produce different plant varieties from the same species.

} Faculty Member: Tricia Fay, Bower School of Music & the Arts, 
Art Program
} Students: Jordan Blankenship, Filipe Maldonada
} Project Title: “Electric Kiln Conversion: creating a flexible, 
fast-fire, gas/wood/soda kiln for mid-range temperatures from a 
decommissioned commercial electric kiln”
} Description: There is strong interest within the field of 
ceramics for kilns that fire with wood and soda ash, which 
produce “atmospheric” effects on the surfaces of ceramic 
pieces.  This project will allow students to build such a kiln from a 
decommissioned electric kiln and to experiment with new clay and 
glaze recipes at lower temperatures than most kilns of this type.  

} Faculty Member: John Herman, Biology
} Student: Damian Baker
} Project Title: “Developing an automated telemetry system to 
understand the fine-scale movement of wildlife”
} Description: Automated radio telemetry systems provide 
very accurate information about how animals move about their 
landscapes, but prohibitively high costs have kept them from 
being widely utilized. This project will adapt the SensorGnome 
receiver technology to create an automated telemetry system 
at FGCU, allowing the monitoring of fine-scale movements of 
wildlife on the campus.

} Faculty Member: Erik Insko, Mathematics
} Students: Lucas Everham, Vincent Marcantonio
} Project Title: “Forward difference tables and the positivity of 
peak polynomials”
} Description: The team will work toward a proof of the Billey, 
Burdzy and Sagan conjecture regarding the coefficients of peak 
polynomials from a combinatorial perspective. 

} Faculty Member: Kara Leferve, Marine and Ecological Sciences
} Students: Jayne Johnston, Keith Moore
} Project Title: “Evaluating avian breeding activity in a human-
dominated subtropical landscape – which species win?”
} Description: Birds are generally sensitive to habitat change 
because the structural complexity of vegetation is a key 
determinant of bird species diversity. The FGCU campus will be 
the laboratory for this investigation into how bird species are 
using the developed areas of the property.

} Faculty Member: Greg McManus, Chemistry and Physics
} Student: Arianna Soares
} Project Title: “Reducing greenhouse gas emissions through 
carbon dioxide capture in metal-organic nanotubes”
} Description: The research will use organic molecules and 
metals to develop porous materials referred to as Metal-
Organic Frameworks (MOF).  This type of material is becoming 
increasingly interesting because of its unique properties, 
including the ability to trap carbon dioxide. The goal of this 
project is to create an MOF that can absorb carbon dioxide more 
efficiently than current compounds.
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A project designed to enhance professional success for 
students majoring in humanities disciplines was created 
and given the name PAGES:  Professional Development 

and Networking, Academic Achievement, Global Sophistication, 
Engaged Living and Skills Development.

FGCU’s PAGES Program had an exciting pilot year in 2015-
16.  PAGES began with a core conviction that the humanities 
teach students skills and insights that are both crucial to 
understanding our world and are a powerful path to professional 
success.  This program helps students take their first steps along 
that path, by promoting professional growth, career exploration 
and cultural engagement for humanities students.  This year, 
the first PAGES cohort of students included 25 undergraduates 
majoring in humanities or social science subjects.

The heart of the PAGES experience for students is 
programming aimed to help them explore career options, set 
professional and personal goals and take full advantage of 

their educational opportunities.  This year, we trained our first 
cohort in the GROW peer coaching technique, which helps 
students set goals, and hold each other accountable for making 
progress toward achieving them.  We also provided students 
with programming designed to help familiarize them with the 
professional world. The Etiquette Dinner was an enjoyable 
way to instruct students on important social skills. The “YP 
Roundtable” event brought in members of the Bonita Springs 
Area Chamber of Commerce’s Young Professionals group to 
speak with our students about post-college career paths.

PAGES also aims to provide cultural and international 
opportunities to humanities students. We helped introduce 
students to the local and regional arts community, with a Naples 
Museum of Art trip and a day trip to Sarasota to experience 
the Asolo Repertory Theatre and the Ringling Museum.  We 
helped students take advantage of international opportunities by 
allowing students to submit grants for partial funding of study-
abroad courses.

} Faculty Member: Morgan Paine, Bower School of Music & the 
Arts, Art Program
} Student: Caitlin Rosolen
} Project Title: “Establishing a model centralized collection 
management procedure: Identifying the location, condition and 
statutory compliance of individual artworks in Florida’s Art in State 
Buildings program at FGCU”
} Description: FGCU has more than 70 art works that are included 
in the State of Florida’s Art in State Buildings (ASB) Program.  There 
is no comprehensive collection management system to inventory, 
assess conditions, recommend conservation efforts or ensure 
compliance with required state standards for this collection.  This 
project will create a management system for the ASB collection, 
and an initial cleaning and conservation effort for these FGCU art 
works.

} Faculty Member: Arsalan Mirjafari, Chemistry and Physics
Student: Stephen Nestor
} Project Title: “Click” synthesis of a novel class of functionalized 
ionic liquids for use as superhydrophobic coating agents”
} Description: Ionic liquids have received much interest because 
of their ability to serve as “green” solvents. The proposed work will 
include the synthesis of new lipid-like ionic liquids and study of their 
properties and applicability as coating agents and other uses.

} Faculty Member: Daniel Paull, Chemistry and Physics
} Student: Stephen George
} Project Title: “Green catalysis and methodology toward synthesis 
of bioactive molecules”
} Description: This project will investigate a new synthetic method 
to produce resveratrol analogues, and to test these compounds as 
a potential treatment for osteoporosis.

HUMANITIES INITIATIVE

PAGES participants at sponsored events
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HUMANITIES INITIATIVE continued

PAGES also includes outreach to the local community.  In 
2015-16, we established relationships with the Greater Fort Myers 
and Bonita Springs Chambers of Commerce, to help us with 
intern placements and career exploration programming.  In fact, 
the Greater Fort Myers Chamber became our first internship 
host this spring. The PAGES team also spoke to local groups, 
including the chambers, the Naples Men’s Discussion Group 
and others, about liberal arts education and the workplace.  
We have also begun speaking about the PAGES model at 
national university conferences, such as the annual Mentoring 
Conference in New Mexico this past fall.

PAGES had an exciting pilot year, but we are just getting 
started. Next year, we will take our pilot cohort into their 
second year and bring in a new cohort of freshmen behind 
them. This year, we planned for growth of the program in 
several areas:  We will expand internships, workplace tours and 
networking opportunities by partnering with local employers. 
We will expand and improve our weekly programming for 
PAGES students, taking greater advantage of speakers and local 
professionals. We will create new competitive opportunities 
for students, continuing grant competitions and adding team 
problem-solving competitions. And we will build connections 
within the university, ensuring that PAGES students can take full 
advantage of resources offered to students at FGCU.

OPPORTUNISTIC INVESTMENT FUND

This was created to provide funding for special projects 
or to meet unusual or unanticipated opportunities and 
challenges.  During the past year, one such opportunity 

presented itself to our Anthropology program.  In October, 
one of our faculty members was made aware of an interesting 
archaeological find in a sugarcane field near Belle Glade. A piece 
of Native American pottery unusual to southern Florida had been 

found by a farm manager and the farm owners indicated that 
they would allow a Florida university to conduct a dig on the site. 
Dr. Bill Locascio, an archaeologist in the FGCU Social Sciences 
Department, was contacted and brought this opportunity to 
the attention of the Dean. The Opportunistic Investment Fund 
was utilized to sponsor 14 students and two faculty members to 
initiate an Archeological Field School known as the Wedgworth 
Midden Project, at the site in Palm Beach County.

FGCU students excavate areas of the Wedgworth Midden during the archaeological field school, May 2016. 
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Wedgworth Midden Project Goals 
The project includes two principal goals. The first is to train 

students and interns in the fundamental steps of archaeological 
research. This includes learning and implementing methods 
of data collection and fieldwork, data analysis and laboratory 
techniques, technical writing, and presentation of information. 
The second principal goal is to conduct research on the 
pre-Columbian societies of south Florida that will produce 
information for submission to the scholarly community and 
advance our understanding of how and why past human 
societies change through time. 

The Field School 
The FGCU Archaeological Field School was held at the 

Wedgworth Midden, an archaeological site near Belle Glade, from 
May 9 to June 3, 2016. The field school focused on excavation 
of the site, which produced thousands of individual items that 
required processing (i.e., washing, drying and sorting) and 
cataloging in the laboratory. Students were trained in methods 
of archaeological excavation, archaeological data recovery and 
recording, field mapping, artifact processing and cataloging, data 
entry and technical writing. 

Students followed a rigid routine during the field school. The 
group left the place of lodging at 7:15 each morning, worked at the 
archaeological site from 8 a.m. until 3 p.m. each day, and returned 
to the place of lodging for evening lectures and discussions. 
On site, students were partnered with one or two peers and 
worked in teams on the excavation of units that measured one 
to two square meters in area. Archaeological excavation is a 
thorough process that requires the careful removal of soil in 
10 cm increments, screening of the soil through 6 mm mesh, 
identification and collection of remains from the screened soil, 
and precise recording of each piece of information according to 
its context. Once an entire unit is excavated, the layering of earth, 
or stratigraphy, exposed in the walls of the units must be mapped 
in detail to record the effects of human activity. The entire 
process requires a combination of terrific physical exertion and 
impressive attention to detail on the part of a team of students.

The demands of fieldwork (especially in the local climate) and 
the rigid schedule ensure a dedication and investment on the part 
of the students. Further, these challenges build camaraderie among 
the students that greatly enhances peer learning. The greatest asset 
to learning is the “hands-on” nature of the field school. Students 
are generally more invested in learning during the field school 
because they are actively and intellectually engaged in the process 
of research and see the broader relevance of their work. 

    

Data Analysis and Presentation (Next)
Many of the students who participated in the FGCU field 

school are enrolled in an artifact analysis course at FGCU during 
the fall semester of 2016. These students will engage in more 
detailed analysis of the remains that were collected during the 

summer field school and will continue their involvement with 
the project. They will also present the conclusions of their work 
at the annual meeting of the Florida Anthropological Society in 
May 2017. 

Student research will utilize ceramic and faunal remains 
from the site to address questions about the past societies of the 
northern Everglades, including their dietary habits, their use of 
resources and the interactions among prehistoric groups in the 
region. For example, one student project will use ceramics to 
explore patterns of regional interaction and help to determine 
when the site was occupied. This research is based on the fact 
that specific decorative motifs on ceramic vessels are associated 
with specific time periods and geographic regions. Thus, 
decorative motifs have been used by archaeologists to create 
“ceramic types” that are indicative of age and place of origin 
of the ceramic vessel that bears them. Students will identify 
the various ceramic types that are present in our collection, 
determine the proportions of these ceramic types within the 
collection, and discuss the implications of the patterns they 
observe with regard to period of time the site was occupied 
and the different groups with whom the occupants of the site 
interacted. 

Students carefully document where artifacts are found in each trench.
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HUMANITIES INITIATIVE continued

Another student project will involve analysis of faunal remains. 
The majority of our collection consists of animal remains that 
appear on the site as refuse from food consumption. Since we 
can identify many of the bones present in our collection, we can 
identify the animals that contributed to the diet of prehistoric 
people of the northern Everglades. One student will be tasked 
with comparing the faunal remains from contexts on the site 
that represent different periods of occupation. The student will 
identify the animals present in the samples from each context, 
determine the relative proportions of each group of animals for 
each context, and compare the proportions across the contexts 
(i.e., across time at the site). The results will allow exploration of 
the dietary patterns of the prehistoric population and how these 
changed over time, and will contribute to reconstructions of 

environment and available resources. 

The skills necessary for the original research in the examples 
above will be the focus of the artifact analysis course in Fall 
2016. Students who complete both the field school and artifact 
analysis courses will have had the opportunity to engage in all 
but the first stages (i.e., grant writing and research design) of 
archaeological research. Clearly, the initial investment made in 
this project will continue to provide learning and occupational 
opportunities for the students involved, and for future students.

Students: Morgan Andrews, Claire Baldia, Cicely Geerson, 
Joseph Hodges, Tyler Eisenhauer, Victoria Lincoln, Silas 
Pacheco, Nicole Pezzi, Michael Russo, Marshall Sterling, 
Katarina Stroh, Kristin Weltz, Karel Wolberg

Intern: Emily Williams 

ENHANCEMENTS TO THE VISUAL ARTS 
AND THEATRE PROGRAMS

T he Seidler gift includes budgetary support for the Art and 
Theatre programs.  For Theatre, funds were used to 
produce significant advancements in the production 

values and design elements that were brought to the stage in 
our 2016 mainstage Theatre season.  Our Spring 2016 production 
of Alfred Hitchcock’s The 39 Steps featured technically ambitious 
costume, sound and set designs.  Through this gift, we were able 
for the first time in the history of our fledgling program to welcome 
working professional scenic, costume and sound designers to 
our creative team to work alongside our students.   As a result, 
4 student actors, 7 student stage crew members, and 11 student 
members of the technical and creative team had the opportunity to 
draw guidance and inspiration from working professional theatre 
artists.  The sold-out run in our 50-seat Blackbox Theatre was 
enjoyed by over 350 patrons.  Funds were spent for play costuming, 

graphics production, radio advertisements and print marketing for 
productions and for Scene Shop equipment.

The support provided to the Art Program enhanced student 
exposure to the professional art world. Faculty members Mike 
Salmond and Anne-Marie Bouche accompanied 20 art majors 
to Miami for contemporary art tours of the Rubell Collection, 
the Perez Museum, and the Wynwood Art District. Faculty 
member Patricia Fay traveled to Kansas City, Missouri with five 
art majors for the annual conference of the National Council on 
Education for the Ceramic Arts, where students assisted with 
a discussion on wood kiln firing attended by 250 conference 
participants, watched lectures and demonstrations, visited 
dozens of exhibitions of contemporary ceramics, and met 
artists from across the country and around the world. These 
kinds of student experiences are invaluable for increasing 
exposure, developing networks, and pursuing future professional 
opportunities, and help to offset the relative isolation of cultural 
community in Southwest Florida.

FGCU Art & Theater’s production of Alfred Hitchcock’s, ‘The 39 Steps.’
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FGCU students on a field trip to the Perez Art Museum Miami, left, and Wynwood Walls.

SEIDLER SPEAKER SERIES
Funds were obtained to support the projects described above in January.  Scheduling speakers requires a long lead time, so we were unable 
to bring in speakers during the spring semester of the past year.  This initiative will launch in the 2016-17 academic year.


