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Following is a description of programs and activities supported 
by the Seidler Fund during the 2021-22 academic year. 

INTRODUCTION 

T he 2021-22 academic year continued to be impacted 
by COVID-19, although the main effects involved the 
scale and frequency of community-oriented events. 
Conference travel, and other professional travel, was 

still more difficult and complicated than normal due to airline 
and government restrictions. 

All of these adjustments had impacts on Seidler-funded 
activities, although those impacts were smaller than the year 
before. Some public events resumed in the customary in-
person formats, especially as Spring 2022 arrived. The Seidler 
summer fellowships continued, and although the number of 
proposals remained lower than in pre-COVID days, there was 
a significant increase in submissions from the previous two 
years. We were able to re-introduce the Seidler Showcase 
(described more fully below). Most of the activities PAGES had 
planned were able to be held in person, and PAGES was able 
to pilot some class-based activities in order to boost student 
participation and awareness. The performing arts programs 
resumed in-person activities such as concerts, plays and gallery 
events, while keeping some of the more successful digital 
innovations they developed to cope with COVID. All in all, the 
students, faculty and staff should be commended for their 
ability and willingness to be resilient and adaptable during a 
year of slow and irregular progress toward normal operations.

STUDENT/FACULTY UNDERGRADUATE 
COLLABORATIVE SCHOLARLY 
FELLOWSHIPS

C ollaborative scholarly work among students and 
faculty during the summer and/or fall terms is 
supported by these fellowships. In many cases, 
these represent long-term ongoing work, but other 

projects are new and designed to be completed during the 
term of the fellowship. The selection process began with a 
call for proposals sent to the college in December. Sixteen 
were submitted by the deadline. A six-member selection 
committee reviewed them and ranked them using a defined 
rubric. This year, all 16 proposals were selected for funding. The 
descriptions of each are included below (listed in alphabetical 
order by the faculty mentor’s last name), including the 16 
faculty and 19 student participants. Of the funded projects, 10 
were in STEM fields, and six were in non-STEM areas, mainly 
in Arts and Humanities. While fewer than prior to the onset of 
COVID, it is the highest number of submissions since 2019. 
In addition, this year saw the first proposal from Integrated 
Studies, and one of the first from Communication, which 
hopefully indicates that more faculty across all areas of the 
College of Arts & Sciences are perceiving the program as one 
in which they can be competitive.

} Project Title: Freshwater gastropods as parasite biodiversity 
indicators in Southwest Florida 
Faculty Mentor: Christina Anaya, Dept. of Biological Sciences 
Students: Karla Mendoza, Riley Morgan 
Description: Parasites are among the most understudied groups 
of organisms on the planet despite their ubiquity in all habitats 

around the world. They play a variety of important roles including 
their influence on host communities, populations and food 
security for humans. Documenting host-parasite associations 
is the key to understanding how transmission occurs in the 
life cycle and this knowledge can be used to establish best 
management practices to control parasite populations that 
pose a risk to human health. Freshwater snails harbor parasites 
because they play key roles in the life cycle of parasites or may 
act as indicator hosts in which no further development of the 
parasite occurs nor is the life cycle completed. This is important 
because many parasitological studies focus on sampling 
vertebrate species, which can be difficult due to time, costs and 
permits involved. However, using snails in a system can remove 
these obstacles and provide a picture of parasites cycling in 
the food web. This project will examine parasite diversity in 
Southwest Florida and among the diverse ecosystems located on 
the FGCU campus. From this data, we can begin to examine life 
cycles that are occurring in the unique ecosystems of Florida.   

} Project Title: Reimagining Spanish Opera: Astor Piazzolla’s 
“Maria de Buenos Aires” and Daniel Robles’s “El Condor Pasa” 
Faculty Mentor: Tom Cimarusti, Bower School of Music 
Student: Victoria Paulino de Souza 
Description: The purpose of this project is to highlight lesser-
known operas by Hispanic composers. The project would 
include the researching, planning, rehearsing and performing 
of two short contrasting works from two South American 
countries: Astor Piazzolla’s “Maria de Buenos Aires” (Argentina) 
and Daniel Robles’s “El Condor Pasa” (Peru). The operas would 
be presented in the FGCU Bower School of Music U. Tobe 
Recital Hall with the possibility that local opera companies 
(Opera Naples and Gulfshore Opera) would also present 
the operas in their venues after the campus premieres. In an 
attempt to attract members of Southwest Florida’s Spanish-
speaking communities, complimentary tickets will be made 
available.

Charles Olivier, a professional bandoneonist (a concertina-
like instrument used in Argentine tango), agreed to perform 
the work with select students from the FGCU Bower School of 
Music. Pablo Repun, a professional tango dancer who lives in 
Naples, also agreed to provide tango instruction for Piazzolla’s 
tango opera, “Maria de Buenos Aires,” and several native 
speakers assisted with the opera.

The goal of the project was three-fold: 1) to engage our 
Hispanic students (both as performers and those in the 
audience) to strengthen cultural identities; 2) facilitate FGCU’s 
initiative in becoming a Hispanic Serving Institution by drawing 
more attention to Spanish-language programming on campus; 
3) “to create and foster an environment that is not only diverse 
but inclusive for all,” as stated in the FGCU Diversity/Inclusion 
Mission Statement.

} Project Title: Endocrine disruptors in our waters; evaluating 
contamination using mosquitofish as a model organism 
Faculty Mentor: Nora Demers, Dept. of Biological Sciences 
Students: Jorge Garcia Acosta, Melanie Cutie 
Description: Since World War II, humans have been 
polluting our environment by releasing thousands of 
manmade chemicals. These pollutants include endocrine-
disrupting chemicals (EDCs) that are affecting the growth and 
development of organisms, including humans and aquatic 
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organisms. EDCs have been linked to human health conditions 
including autism, obesity, attention deficit disorder (ADD), 
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) and cancers, 
among others. These manmade EDCs are from four main 
sources: pesticides, pharmaceuticals, personal care products 
and plasticizers (the four Ps). My students and I are requesting 
funds to continue our research to collect water and fish from 
local waters to look for evidence of endocrine-disrupting 
chemicals by examining the morphology of the anal fin of a 
small live-bearing fish, Gambusia holbrooki. We plan to collect, 
measure and analyze samples of water and fish from a variety 
of sources to search for evidence of endocrine disruption and, 
hopefully, locations where the female fish are not masculinized. 
Our results will be presented by the students at the December 
STEM Symposium, and if funding, schedules and timing allow, 
they will also present at scientific conferences. I will submit the 
findings of this research to peer-reviewed journals. In addition, 
I hope that these preliminary data will allow us to submit a 
stronger application for more significant funding to better 
analyze water samples in the region and bring this research into 
the laboratory to assess which chemicals might be causing the 
endocrine disruption. 

} Project Title: Influence of cation symmetry on normal 
vibrational frequency in mid and far IR of imidazolium-based 
ionic liquids: Simulation studies  
Faculty Mentor:  Nilesh Dhumal, Dept. of Chemistry and 
Physics 
Students: Mary Richardson 
Description: The physical and chemical properties of ionic 
liquids (ILs) and their applications in various fields have 
attracted scientists from both academics and industries. ILs are 
composed of cations and anions and their physical properties 
depend on their size, shape and the ionic interactions between 
them. The current proposal focuses on analyzing the structure 
and normal frequencies of imidazolium-based ionic liquids 
by performing the ab initio and classical molecular dynamics 
(MD) simulations. We will extensively study the effect of cation 
symmetry on the vibrational frequency in the far IR and mid IR 
using simulation. The exploitation of both the far IR and mid 
IR ranges provides complementary information about the 
microscopic configurations and the intermolecular interactions, 
which determine the structure and the properties of ILs. 
Theoretical calculated vibrational frequencies will be compared 
with the experimental results. Another important motive of 
the project is the involvement of undergraduate students to 
reduce the gap between class knowledge and the real research 
experience.

} Project Title: A Mathematical Model to Understand 
Tuberculosis Granulomas Formation and Its Impact on Disease 
Progression 
Faculty Mentor: Peng Feng, Dept. of Mathematics 
Student: Dennis Whitener 
Description: In 2020, nearly 5.8 million people were newly 
diagnosed with tuberculosis (TB), with an estimated 1.3 million 
deaths. Despite our best efforts, Mycobacterium tuberculosis 
(MTb) remains the bacteria that causes the highest mortality. 
The World Health Organization reported that the mortality 
rate was 23% in 2000 and is now around 16%. A key issue is 
to understand why individuals infected with Mycobacterium 
tuberculosis (MTb) experience different clinical outcomes. 
To better understand the dynamics of TB infection and the 

immune response to the bacteria, we will study a model that 
quantitatively characterizes the cellular and molecular network 
during TB infection. The majority of previous computational 
models are temporal models that only consider the population 
of different cells such as bacteria, macrophages (resting, 
activated), T lymphocytes, and key cytokines such as IL-10, 
IL-12, IL-4, etc. This results in a large system of ODEs, and 
the only way to study those is through numerical simulations 
[2,4,5]. Moreover, these models failed to capture the spatial 
characterization of the infection site in the lung. It is our goal 
to study a spatial-temporal model that will provide some 
additional insights into the development of this disease. 

} Project Title: Kindness, Empathy, and Compassion: A Study 
of the Impact and Challenges of Student Course-Based Service 
Learning  
Faculty Mentor:  Andrea Fortin, Dept. of Integrated Studies 
Student: Melissa Williams 
Description: The proposed work is an extension of the 
FGCU IRB-approved (Study Protocol 2021-87) research in the 
Department of Integrated Studies connected to the Roots of 
Compassion and Kindness (ROCK) Center. The purpose of 
this work is to better understand how service-learning and/
or focused curriculum can influence student perceptions 
of practices of compassion, kindness and empathy. The 
research team consists of Dr. Andrea Fortin, Integrated 
Studies, and student Melissa Williams, a senior majoring in 
Integrated Studies. The main research objective of this focused 
project is to identify the impact and challenges of service-
learning on student outcomes, perceptions of group work, 
and effectiveness of kindness, compassion and empathy 
curriculum. The faculty member and student will research the 
impact of service-learning on the kindness, compassion and 
empathy curriculum and vice versa, using a combination of 
personal observations from recent course experiences and 
data analysis. Ultimately, the research should identify gaps 
between curriculum and service-learning and identify ways to 
improve the dynamics of service-learning student groups. The 
secondary objective is to share this research with the broader 
FGCU learning community (which includes faculty, students, 
staff and community members). The two main outcomes of 
the work are to: 1) Write a paper for publication detailing the 
findings related to the main research objective, and 2) Create 
a public presentation through the Roots of Compassion and 
Kindness Center at FGCU to benefit faculty and students 
engaging in course-based service-learning. 

} Project Title: Understanding & Learning How to Improve 
DWF Rates for Online Classes  
Faculty Mentor: Conan Griffin, Dept. of Language and 
Literature 
Student: Shu Ting Wang 
Description: Students at universities around the country (and 
likely around the world) are dealing with unprecedented 
responsibilities and pressures. Even before the COVID-19 
pandemic, Gen Z students are more likely than their 
predecessors to experience mental-health-related issues, 
have more extra-curricular responsibilities and need to work 
(in many cases, in order to pay for their education). The 
effects of these pressures and likely many others are sending 
students to online learning at rates previously unseen, and 
many students are struggling to succeed in these spaces. This 
project aims to understand what factors contribute to DWF 
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rates in online learning spaces, learn about how DWF rates 
are impacted by institutional practices or policies, understand 
what challenges students face when taking online classes and 
explore what student behaviors contribute to or detract from 
online course success. With these motivating objectives in 
mind, the researchers hope to be able to explore the literature 
surrounding these issues, conduct interviews and/or surveys to 
gain an understanding of students’ perspectives regarding this 
issue and find potential solutions to lower DWF rates, specifically 
in online spaces. The end goal of this is to help address the 
issues that lead to students withdrawing or doing poorly in 
online classes. 

} Project Title: Searching for Quark Interacting Dark Matter at 
the Future Circular Collider 
Faculty Mentor: Jeff Hutchinson, Dept. of Chemistry and Physics 
Student: Devin Arena 
Description: Dark matter constitutes a quarter of the mass 
and energy in our universe, but its nature is elusive. Evidence 
suggests that it is a new type of particle, which means it may be 
produced at a particle collider. It has not yet been discovered at 
the most advanced particle collider, the Large Hadron Collider, 
raising the question of whether the next generation of particle 
colliders may discover it. The successor to the Large Hadron 
Collider will be the Future Circular Collider, which is still in the 
early planning and development stages. Our project will analyze 
the potential for the Future Circular Collider to discover Effective 
WIMP dark matter, which is a simple but broad model of a 
potential dark matter particle that interacts with known particles, 
specifically quarks, with a minimal number of additions to our 
current understanding of physics.

} Project Title: Applying graph theory to sports data analytics 
Faculty Mentor: Erik Insko, Dept. of Mathematics 
Student: Calvin Finley 
Description: While sports fans and organizations have a long 
history of keeping track of various statistics, most of the numbers 
recorded in basketball box scores track the performance of 
the individual players, and it is hard to gauge how the players 
performed together as a team. We will apply techniques from 
graph theory and data science to create more enlightening 
data visualizations of team performance, and help coaches and 
teams assess the effectiveness of different player combinations 
and team lineups on the court. The models we develop can also 
be used by college and high school sports teams who keep 
their own statistics, and they will prove useful in team sports 
other than basketball. Some of the techniques and models that 
we develop for this project may also be applied to measure 
teamwork and symbiosis within teams and departments in 
industry and academia.

} Project Title: FGCU Art Galleries Permanent Collection 
 Oral Histories and Exhibition 
Faculty Mentor:  John Loscuito, Bower School of Music &  
the Arts 
Student: Sarah Baker 
Description: The FGCU Art Galleries 2022 Seidler Summer 
Project will investigate core artists in the FGCU Art Galleries 
Permanent Collection. These artists and artworks are part of 
the Harvey Littleton Collection, a subset of the permanent 
collection. This collection of artworks are prints made using the 
vitreography process, which is defined as making prints using 
a glass plate as the matrix. Vitreography prints make up the 

largest medium in the permanent collection, and the artists that 
worked with Harvey Littleton at Littleton Studios are a diverse 
selection of international artists. The FGCU Art Galleries has 
been researching the artists in its collection since 2014 but that 
research has primarily been done using written documentation 
and referencing the artworks themselves. Many of the key artists 
who worked with Harvey Littleton are passing away and the 
opportunity to speak to them directly about their experiences  
at Littleton Studios is slipping away. 

The goal of the project is to bring to life the objects in the 
collection and deepen the understanding of the artists who 
were working at Littleton Studios. Initial conversations with 
artists Dan Welden, Herb Jackson and Karen Kunc have set 
the groundwork for the project. These three artists agreed to 
participate and contribute their stories. They also expressed 
interest in discussing their experiences in a wider context of 
the development of their artistic practice and how those ideas 
continue to manifest in their current work in other mediums. The 
end goal of the project is to create four to five video interviews, 
edited with images of the artists’ works and photographs, 
which will be made available to the public through in-person 
exhibitions and online resources. In addition, the works of these 
artists in the permanent collection will be mounted, matted and 
prepared for exhibition. 

} Project Title: Removing toxic lead from Southwest Florida 
water sources via porous metal-organic frameworks 
Faculty Mentor: Greg McManus, Dept. of Chemistry and Physics 
Student: Damian Hernandez 
Description: This project aims to develop technology for the 
rapid, efficient, and selective removal of toxic lead ions from 
water sources using Metal-Organic Frameworks (MOFs). MOFs 
are porous materials composed of metal cations/clusters linked 
together by organic ligands to generate highly organized 
materials possessing nanoscale cavities/channels. Human 
exposure to lead is known to cause organ damage and birth 
defects and this has led the World Health Organization to list 
it as a major public health concern. Therefore, there is a need 
to develop improved technologies for the rapid and efficient 
removal of lead for our water systems that is reliable and cost/
energy effective. Since lead ions are large soft acid cations, we 
will focus our attention on developing MOFs with accessible  
soft base atom sites that could selectively bind to lead ions  
over harder acid cations like sodium, potassium, and calcium.

} Project Title: Pronouns and Support for Gender Diverse 
Students 
Faculty Mentor: Sarah Price, Dept. of Communication and 
Philosophy 
Student: Cierra Baron 
Description: Over the course of the summer and fall periods, 
I propose to work with my student, Cierra Barron, to conduct a 
series of surveys and interviews with professors and students at 
Florida Gulf Coast University in order to analyze the discourses 
surrounding personal pronouns and gender diversity in the 
classroom setting. This project will be conducted in two parts. 
The first part will consist of surveying and interviewing professors 
and instructors about whether or not they discuss personal 
pronouns and pronoun usage in their classes, why or why not, 
how they have this discussion, how they think it affects their 
students and how they perceive student discourse surrounding 
gender identity and pronouns in their classes. The second 
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part of this project will be to conduct surveys and interviews 
with LGBTQIA+ students, especially those who identify as 
transgender or gender diverse, about their experiences in the 
classroom with instructors who do or do not ask about pronouns 
and discuss pronoun usage in class, and how these discussions 
or lack thereof affect their mental health, stress levels and 
feelings of support in the classroom setting. The purpose of this 
dual-faceted project is to gain a better understanding of how 
we as faculty can best support gender-diverse students within 
the classroom, as well as to develop resources the university 
can offer to faculty and staff striving to understand and support 
gender-diverse students. 

} Project Title: Expansion of FGCU Microbrewery and the 
development of a Food Science and Fermentation Minor 
Faculty Mentor: John Reilly, Dept. of Chemistry and Physics 
Students: Anthony Valenzano, Justin Hogue 
Description: The nature of this project is threefold: First, 
to further develop a student-run, industrial-scale, pilot 
microbrewery that is currently on campus. Second, to continue 
developing a curriculum program on beer fermentation to be 
used in the Badges Initiative with student input. Third, to develop 
curriculum for a Food Science and Fermentation minor. The 
goal of the microbrewery is to have it fully functioning at Azul’s 
Brewery and that it is student-run and faculty-supervised. The 
project is a pilot program for the Badges Initiative where levels 
of brewing competency will be tied with badges. The minor is an 
outgrowth of these initiatives. 

} Project Title: Eagle Podcast Challenge: An Exploration of New 
Media and the Public Humanities 
Faculty Mentor: Michael von Cannon, Dept. of Language and 
Literature 
Student: Keyshawn Frazier 
Description: Our project will explore the intersection between 
new media and public humanities as we consider audio-based 
ways to communicate literary scholarship to students, scholars, 
and the general public. Over the course of 10 weeks, we will 
focus on four main objectives related to creating, producing, 
disseminating and reflecting on a student-created podcast and 
its ability to translate to the classroom. First, we will work to 
adapt one of Keyshawn “K” Frazier’s scholarly essays (written 
for a previous course) into a podcast audio narrative along 
with show notes and transcription for ADA compliance. We 
will write a conference paper on how podcasting can help 
with literary studies and the development of writing skills. 
Then, we will develop a lesson plan to effectively implement a 
podcasting activity into one of my future composition and/or 
literature courses. Finally, we will apply to present collaboratively 
at a major conference in our field. This project will serve as 
a mentorship opportunity for K, specifically helping him to 
develop the skills he has already acquired through his work as 
Eagle Radio manager. By gaining technical knowledge using 
open-source digital editing tools, employing audio-based 
narrative strategies, and learning to engage with various 
audiences, he will be able to build on his work in radio and 
literary studies by exploring the intersections between them. 
Overall, we hope our project will provide a robust research 
experience for K as he approaches graduation.

} Project Title: Bio-Based Deep Eutectic Solvents: a non-
aqueous media for preservation of nucleic acid-based vaccines 
Faculty Mentor: Durgesh Wagle, Dept. of Chemistry and Physics 
Student: Elli Montalvo 
Description: Citing the pandemic caused by the spread 
of COVID-19 and the challenges faced by pharmaceutical 
companies (Pfizer and Moderna), particularly the difficulties in 
the preservation and transport of nucleic acid-based vaccines at 
room temperature, this proposal is centered around developing 
a biomolecules-based deep eutectic mixture that will serve as 
media for preserving the vaccines and prolonging their life. 
Summary: The proposed research is aimed at developing Deep 
Eutectic Solvents (DESs) as a nonaqueous media substitute for 
stabilizing nucleic acids such as deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) 
and ribonucleic acid (RNA) to enhance their shelf-life. This is 
student-driven research that will provide formal in-lab training, 
chemical education, and mentorship for David Hardy, who has 
been a part of my group since early January 2021. This research 
experience will be a transformative experience for David and will 
help nurture qualities such as critical thinking, becoming creative 
and independent, demonstrating a high level of commitment 
and technical knowledge that are important for graduate school 
and medical school applications. This is an opportunity for David 
to be immersed in research for the summer prior to applying to 
graduate schools and will significantly improve his chances of 
attending top-tier graduate schools. 

} Project Title: Multiwavelength Observations of Blazars 
Faculty Mentor: Ken Watanabe, Dept. of Chemistry and Physics 
Student: Max Smuda 
Description: We propose simultaneous multiwavelength 
observations of AGNs (Active Galactic Nuclei) using NASA’s 
Fermi Gamma-ray Space Telescope, the SARA (The Southeastern 
Association for Research in Astronomy) telescopes and IPRT 
(Iitate Planetary Radio Telescope). We focus on a subgroup 
of AGNs, called Blazars, Fermi is observing. We will make 
observations of these Fermi Blazars in Gamma-ray, optical and 
radio in very low energy (frequencies less than GHz) region 
to study their jet mechanism. In particular, behavior of the 
spectral energy distributions (SEDs) in this very low energy of 
Blazars, using radio polarimeter, has not been well studied yet. 
Therefore, this research might reveal new information about 
the magnetic field and particle acceleration of Blazars in this 
unexplored low energy region. My student will be working 
on Fermi data available from Fermi Science Support Center 
(SSC, https://fermi.gsfc.nasa.gov/ssc/data/access/lat/msl_lc/), 
at Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Maryland. He is 
learning Python computer language to prepare for this project 
in fall. He will be also instructed how to remotely access to 1-m 
class SARA telescopes (https://www.saraobservatory.org/) at 
Kitt Peak, Arizona, Cerro Tololo, Chile, and the Roque de los 
Muchachos, La Palma, Spain to make optical observations of the 
same targets. The faculty member will oversee the entire project 
including analysis of the radio data. We will present our findings 
at the AAS (American Astronomical Society) Winter meeting in 
January 2023 at Washington State Convention Center, Seattle, 
Washington, or Summer meeting in June 2023 at Albuquerque 
Convention Center, Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
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SEIDLER SHOWCASE

On Friday, April 1, 2022, The Seidler Showcase was 
held for the first time since 2020.  Faculty and 
student researchers who were awarded funded 
projects in 2020 but were forced to miss out on a 

showcase were also invited to present. Even though most of the 
students had since graduated, those who were still available 
presented posters alongside the 2021 Fellows. Overall, there 
were 12 posters at the showcase, plus three videos that were 
created by recipients to explain their work.

FGCU PAGES Program
PAGES – the Seidler-funded career program for liberal arts 
students – had a year of transition and growth in 2021-22. We 
pivoted to a new programming model, expanded our outreach 
to faculty and employers, helped FGCU launch an exciting 
university-wide initiative and saw a dramatic growth in students 
impacted by our programs.

} PAGES in the Classroom: In the Spring semester, PAGES 
pivoted away from extra-curricular events and focused primarily 
on working with faculty to embed PAGES career events in 
specific courses. The switch to a course-embedded format has 
expanded our impact dramatically:

• By the numbers: In Spring 2022, PAGES course-
 embedded programs:
 - Partnered with 9 faculty members
 - Embedded 21 career events in 11 liberal arts courses
 - Brought in more than 30 area employers and 
  professionals as guest judges
 - 220+ students took part in at least two events; 250+ did
   at least one  

• Faculty will always be students’ main contact and influence
  at the university. Partnering with faculty provided access no 
 purely extra-curricular program can achieve. 
 - PAGES supplies the events and judges, faculty supply 
  the students.
 - Faculty participating in the program embed career 
  events and a career path presentation as graded 
  components of their course.
 - Faculty learn valuable information and career education
   techniques.
 - Embedding in classes helped us adapt events to
  specific majors: Journalism faculty Mike Donlan worked
  with us to turn an elevator
  pitch event into Pitch Your 
  Story – where students 
  pitched story ideas to real 
  area journalists.

• During PAGES Week (March 28-
 April 1) we advertised and
 opened some of the events 
 the general student population.

} Featured Programs

 • In Fall 2021 – with activities still under partial pandemic
  restrictions – PAGES offered an online series of our most 
  popular workshops and events.

 • Mock Interviews – Few activities have more direct career 
  impact than practicing a job interview with actual 
  employers. This year, PAGES put on five interview events 
  – our most ever – engaging area employers and 
  professionals as guest interviewers.
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 • NEW!  Tell Me About Yourself – is a networking and  
  etiquette event that mimicked a professional or charity  
  event reception. Students from Dr. Mari DeWees’ 
  Sociology Capstone prepared an introductory pitch,  
  dressed the part and mixed with area professionals over  
  mocktails.

} Innovation & Impact – PAGES is getting noticed as an 
innovator in career education – we’ve been sharing our best 
practices inside FGCU and out.

 • Transferable Skill Badges – PAGES piloted badges for  
  transferable skills like oral communication and critical  
  thinking in Spring 2021. This year, the badge structure  
  we piloted became the model for developing a set of  
  transferrable badges available to all FGCU students  
  starting in Fall 2022.

 • PAGES will continue to serve the FGCU Badges program 
  by building on-ramps for liberal arts students to earn  
  badges through course-embedded events and faculty  
  training.

 • PAGES Career education innovations were shared with 
   other institutions nationwide:   
  - In a presentation to the National Association of  
   Colleges and Employers  
  - In a chapter of the new book New Models of Higher  
   Education     
  - In a talk at the National Career Development  
   Association

} Helping Students

• The PAGES Internship Award helps liberal arts students 
 take advantage of uncompensated internship 
 opportunities they might otherwise not be able to afford  
 to accept. This year, the award helped 16 students, the  
 most in our history.

• PAGES alums out in the world – Here are just a few recent 
 PAGES students who have taken the next steps to success. 
 - Bailey Hachey (’21, Communication) was a PAGES 
  assistant – now she’s a research specialist at Gartner 
 - Another of our student assistants - Sthefania Duque 
  (’21, Sociology/ Philosophy) – landed a competitive 
  internship at Hertz 
 - PAGES student Chisara Ibezim (’20, Political Science) is 
  starting her third year at Boston University Law School 
 - Lexi Velte (’21, English) must have enjoyed learning  
  about careers at PAGES – she’s now working as a 
  counselor for FGCU Career Development Services.

PAGES has been helping liberal arts students understand the 
powerful career potential of their majors and navigate the path 
from college to career. We are growing both in innovation and 
in students served. Thank you, Seidler family, for making our 
work possible.

FGCU Art Program
During the 2021-22 academic year, the FGCU Art Program chose 
to focus Seidler funding on high-impact student scholarships, 
virtual conference attendance, and rotating displays of student 
artworks. In 2022-23 we look forward to reintroducing the 

student travel opportunities that were so successful prior to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as supporting essential art 
curriculum projects.

Rising Star Scholarships in 2021-22 were awarded to B.A. Art 
major Julio Gonzalez and B.A. Digital Media Design major 
Kassidy Grant (see images below of student art works). These 
one-time $1,500 scholarships are critical to retention efforts, 
and support students as they move through upper-level course 

work in the majors. For the 2022-23 academic year, the Art 
Program faculty have chosen to raise the Rising Star Scholarship 
to $2,000 ($1,000 each semester), and have selected three 
excellent B.A. Art students for this award.

Because travel opportunities were limited this year, ceramics 
professor Patricia Fay was able to use Seidler funds to 
purchase virtual guest passes for all 16 students in ART 3762 
Wheel Throwing to attend the annual conference for the 
National Council on Education for the Ceramic Arts (NCECA). 
Students were required to attend multiple virtual events at 
the conference, including lectures, panel discussions, artist 
demonstrations and exhibitions. The NCECA conference is the 
most important event of the year for the American ceramics 
community, and student responses reflected their enthusiasm 
for exposure to these professional experiences.

And finally, we purchased three large glass-fronted cases for 
the Arts Complex hallway to display rotating exhibitions of 
two-dimensional student art works from current and recent 
classes, including ART 3332 Figure Drawing and ART 3442 
Relief Printmaking during this academic year. Students walking 
through the hallway showed great interest in seeing the work of 
their peers, and we look forward to highlighting a wide range of 
class projects in future.

Images clockwise: The 2022 NCECA logo for the Fertile Ground conference, 
Kassidy Grant: Sea Turtle, graphite pencil, January 2021, Julio Gonzalez: 
Under His Eye, color pencil and alcohol marker, December 2020
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FGCU Art Galleries
The 2021-22 season for FGCU Art was filled with diverse 
exhibitions and collaborations that engaged a wide range of 
audience members.

FGCU Art Galleries Website of the Season
https://www.fgcu.edu/artgalleries/
pastexhibitions/2021-2022/

Exhibitions and Programming
We started the year with a large solo exhibition of works 
by Erwin Eisch. This was mostly composed of works from our 
permanent collection, but there were important works on loan 
from Erwin and Gretel Eisch in Germany as well as additional 
works from Carol L. Shay in North Carolina. 

In conjunction with the Erwin Eisch Exhibition there was an 
additional exhibition of works by Erwin’s wife, Gretel, as well as 
works from friends of theirs in the ArtLab. 

In the Library Reference Area, a third exhibition of Erwin Eisch 
was on display featuring his Kristallnacht series.

At the end of the exhibition the Eischs gifted some of the works 
on loan to be added to the permanent collection. Unfortunately, 
this would be the last exhibition of the Eischs’ works prior 
to them both passing away in 2022. FGCU Art Galleries was 
honored to curate this exhibition and to share it with the 
Eisch family.

Erwin Eisch Catalog
https://issuu.com/floridagulfcoastuniversity/docs/catalog_v3_

Erwin Eisch Lecture
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=itkXmQeg3No&t=5s

Throughout the year, the FGCU Art Galleries collaborated 
with the Department of Languages and Literature to present 
a series of storytelling events in the Wasmer Art Gallery. This 
was a successful collaboration and will continue into 2023-24 
with even more events. The video below is from the Erwin Eisch 
exhibition.

Erwin Eisch Storytelling Video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TeUsMqXGAFY&t=2s

The exhibition, “Spencer Gillespie: Formal Fluidity,” continued 
our tradition of bringing back FGCU alumni to exhibit on 
campus. Spencer recently completed her MFA at Colorado 
State University and worked with shaped canvases that became 
a series of sculptural installations in the space. FGCU students 
were able to interact with Spencer while she was on campus in 
the gallery and in the class Professional Practices.

Spencer Gillespie exhibition talk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oWeAgHlbh2k&t=5s

In January 2022, “Travis Somerville: Burden of Consequences” 
was an exhibition that brought Travis Somerville from California 
with a new body of work for the Wasmer Art Gallery. The 
paintings, drawings and video installation were a critique 
against systemic racism and inequities. The works presented rich 
landscapes and figurative compositions merging historical and 
contemporary figures and places.

The FGCU Art Galleries also partnered with Ghostbird Theatre 
to support its production of “One Island.” This exhibition and 
performance took place over the summer and was a successful 
collaboration that brought new audience members into the 
space.

One Island Performance and Exhibition Review
https://fgcu360.com/2022/06/08/one-island-connects-
artists-and-writers-in-gallery-show

Grants and Fundraising
The FGCU Art Galleries continued to receive grant support 
from the Florida Division of Cultural Affairs. The grant money 
supported marketing via WGCU and other exhibition costs. 
The grant award for 2021-22 was $12,358.

The Layden Family Foundation increased its gift last year 
to $10,000. They, along with the Smith Family Foundation, 
continued their annual giving in support of student exhibitions 
such as Senior Projects, the Juried Exhibition and alumni 
exhibitions.
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Donations of Artwork
The Permanent Collection continues to expand in both scope 
and number of works. We are now approaching 2,500 works in 
the collection. Two major donations last year were from Peter 
Massing and Carol L. Shay. The Massing gift of more than 600 
works of art broadens the collection to include prints from 
many nationalities, representing diverse content, techniques 
and time periods. The second major gift from Carol L. Shay 
of almost 300 works adds to her annual gift of artworks, 
expanding our holding of vitreograph prints from Littleton 
Studios. These prints are all late-20th century and early-21st 
century works that also provide a wide range of concepts and 
techniques.

ArtLab Conversion
The need to document and care for the permanent collection 
continues to be a priority. To this end the ArtLab in the library 
was converted into a space for collection storage, conservation 
and classroom presentation. This year will be a transition year to 
begin working with classes to display works from the collection 
per teacher and student requests. The ArtLab will also serve 
as an example of the need to expand the storage facilities to 
properly care for the entire collection. Only a fraction of the 
works can be stored in the ArtLab, the remainder are in long-
term storage at the FGCU Buckingham facility.

FGCU Theatre benefits from Seidler funds
The FGCU Theatre Program is extremely grateful to the Seidlers 
for their generous gift that has enabled us to improve the 
visual dynamic of our 2021-22 theatre season offerings; offer 
scholarships to students; fund students to attend a major 
theatre conference; highlight student work; and assist with 
emergency needs resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic.

The most notable impact from the Seidler funds on our 
productions was with the Fall 2021 production of “The 
Misanthrope.” We were able to hire both a professional set 
designer and professional costume designer to work on the 
production, which gave the show a visual pop. We also utilized 
some Seidler funds for the purchase of costumes and props 
for all of our shows, which included a filmed production of “On 
Baile’s Strand,” and an original devised performance of “Stories 
From Spoon River,” both of which were offered in the Spring 
2022 semester.

Scholarships from Seidler funds were awarded to seven theatre 
majors during the course of the 2021-22 academic year, and 
10 more will be offered to students for the upcoming 2022-23 
academic year, including two that are specifically earmarked 
as “Rising Star” freshman scholarships, meant to encourage 
enrollment at FGCU.
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While plans for large-scale theatre trips were shelved due to 
the COVID pandemic, we were still able to fund four students 
to attend the Southeastern Theatre Conference in Memphis in 
March 2022, where they joined FGCU Theatre faculty member 
Kristin Mellian and two students in leading a workshop. The 
students also saw several shows at the conference, networked  
and participated in a number of auditions, workshops and  
other theatre experiences. As one of the students wrote in her 
post-activity report, “Attending this convention reignited my 
love and passion for theatre. I feel ambitious, knowledgeable 
and a step towards being more prepared for my future as an 
actor.”

Seidler funds were also utilized for marketing campaigns meant 
to highlight student work. We put up a wall display in our lobby 
for the two spring productions, “On Baile’s Strand” and “Stories 
From Spoon River.” The latter play featured an FGCU student-
generated script (based upon the Spoon River stories of Edgar 
Lee Masters). We also worked with the Art Program and the Art 
Gallery on an outdoor banner that is meant to highlight all of 
the student work that goes on in the Arts Complex. The banner 
is expected to be ready for Eagle Expo in October. 

Finally, the COVID pandemic necessitated drawing upon 
Seidler funds to assist with unexpected emergencies. During 
the fall semester, our dance faculty member was hospitalized 
with COVID, and we hired a local dancer/choreographer to 
fill in for the weeks she was unable to teach. We are glad to 
report that our faculty member made a full recovery, and we 
are extremely grateful we had access to these funds so that we 
could continue to give our students quality instruction when 
faced with unexpected challenges.

Creative Writing and Storytelling Events for 
2021-22 
This year, we returned to in-person events and we came back 
in a big way. Through the Seidler Foundation’s generous 
assistance, Creative Writing hosted or helped host 29 
experiences. Events included storytelling, author readings 
and discussions, poetry readings, classroom visits by speakers 
and authors, Eagle Expo, and support of various writing 
endeavors by students such as November Narratives and the 
Writing Awards. Our events were attended by more than 1,100 
individuals, not including students in classroom visits. 

Here are highlights from some of our events this academic year: 

Open Mic Storytelling ~ The Elephant @FGCU 
On Sept. 17, students, faculty, staff, friends and members of 
the public were invited to bring a story or listen to one during 
an open mic event hosted by Dr. Joel Ying at the Wasmer Art 
Gallery.

Kuniko Yamamoto ~ Folktales & Personal Tales 
- Rooting Osaka 
Storyteller and artist Kuniko Yamamoto tapped the imaginations 
of audiences with folk tales and legends from her native Japan 
at a Sept. 22 event in the Wasmer Gallery. Using masks, musical 
instruments, origami, magic and mime she takes her listeners 
to faraway lands and into the distant past. Kuniko also tells 
personal stories and original stories rooting her hometown 
Osaka, where comedy is king. 

A native of Japan, Kuniko Yamamoto received her Bachelor of 
Psychology from Otani University of Kyoto, Japan in 1983. She 
started performing professionally in Osaka, where she grew up 
studying traditional dance, music and theater. She now lives 
in Sarasota, where she is a performer and teaching artist of 
origami and storytelling. 

Kuniko Yamamoto ~ Origami Monologue 
On Sept. 29, Kuniko Yamamoto shared stories about origami, 
the art of paperfolding, and why it is so important to her. She 
explained the origami evolution and how it saved her and her 
friends from deep depression from love lost. Kuniko shared 
personal stories with the perspective that she herself is like an 
origami folded piece with a mastery of storytelling and origami. 

Theatre Prof. Kristin Mellian with students Alex and Gio at 
Spring 2022 Southeastern Theatre Conference
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A native of Osaka, Japan, Kuniko Yamamoto received her 
Bachelor of Psychology from Otani University of Kyoto, Japan in 
1983. She started performing professionally in Osaka and now 
lives, teaches and performs in Sarasota.

Stories of Water, Land and Justice 
On Oct. 12, on the Library Lawn and Veterans Pavilion, stories 
of water, land and justice came to life through a photography 
exhibit, water ceremony, storytelling and Mayan and 
Mesoamerican dance performances. 

Jessica McCune ~ Nurses: Who Takes Care of 
Whom 
On Oct. 19,  Jessica McCune, a home care nurse and mental 
health counselor, spoke of her journeys through towns and 
homes, gathering shared wisdom from all ages and walks 
of life. Pursuing health involves more than physical care of 
our bodies. Surprises, laughter and peace amidst heartache 
are behind every face, she explained during this event at the 
Wasmer Art Gallery. McCune recognizes the importance of 
incorporating art and storytelling in health. 

Jessica McCune ~ Storytelling and the Brain 
On Oct. 20, Jessica McCune shared personal stories of how 
our brain works, exploring the connections of survival, laughter 
and healing. Storytelling adds emotion to our words, which 
creates results. We can change behavior with emotions; the why 
and the how drives our decisions. All of our stories are about 
survival. We connect with stories; our humanity is universal. 
Storytelling is part of our desire for peace in this world. 

Samuel Pepys Reading Series featured 
Maureen Seaton via ZOOM.
Open Mic Storytelling ~ The Elephant @FGCU 
On Oct. 22, with a theme of “Spooky,” story lovers were invited 
to tell or listen to spooky stories at this open mic event emceed 
by Dr. Joel Ying in the Wasmer Art Gallery. 

Open Mic Storytelling ~ The Elephant @FGCU 
“Kindness” was the theme of the Nov. 3 open mic storytelling 
session at the Wasmer Art Gallery at which those who attended 
were invited to tell a story of their own or listen to those of 
others. Dr. Joel Ying emceed.

Narrative November (and other Creative 
Writing representations) 
A monthlong initiative involved multiple events where students 
wrote creative works and engaged in peer workshops. 

Storytelling Salon ~ Heaven Starts on Earth 
On Nov. 5, a storytelling salon featured FGCU professors 
explaining how “Heaven Starts on Earth.” Gallery Director John 
Loscuito provided a backstory of the gallery exhibit by Erwin 

Eisch. Emceed by Dr. Joel Ying, the event featured Professor 
Win Everham on ecology, Assistant Professor Andrea Fortin 
on kindness, Professor Eric Dent on business and Assistant 
Professor Christina Anaya on biology. Each provided their 
own perspective on the theme. A panel discussion and Q&A 
followed. 

FGCU Student Showcase ~ Storytelling in 
Various Mediums 
Students took the stage on Dec. 1 at the Veterans Pavilion 
on the FGCU Great Lawn for oral performance, art, literary 
readings and music.

Open Mic Storytelling ~ The Elephant @FGCU 
“Consequences” was the theme of an open mic night at the 
Wasmer Art Gallery as everyone was invited to tell a short story 
or just enjoy listening.

Performance: Sheila Arnold ~ Adults Only: 
Love Stories 
How does love arrive? How do we recognize it? What do we 
do with it when we get it? Sheila Arnold led this Valentine’s Day 
interactive storytelling program that answered many burning 
questions on love through stories, skits, activities, poetry, song, 
and chocolate. Laughter, tears, and a dose of romance (or at 
least some chocolate) were promised. An adult-only program, 
exploring how to be an adult in love. 

Workshop: Sheila Arnold ~ Healing the Sting: 
Talking About African-American History and 
Slavery to Culturally Diverse Audiences 
African-American history, and particularly slavery, can be 
difficult and challenging to discuss in conversation and in the 
classroom. The challenges are often based on fears, mistrust, 
past bad experiences and lack of knowledge. This Feb. 15 
workshop took an intimate look at the way we present African-
American history, encouraged discussion about techniques that 
work, and provided solid information about slavery in America. 

Following the workshop, there was a reception then a 
performance of “Rebirth of a Story,” in which Sheila Arnold 
reclaimed cultural stories that had negative connotations 
and gave them new life and context.  She also brought 
context to the art exhibit by Travis Sommerville, “Burden of 
Consequences.” 

Sheila Arnold did most of her story development for this 
program at MacDowell Colony, Peterborough, New Hampshire, 
as an artist-in-residence. MacDowell’s mission is to nurture 
the arts by offering creative individuals of the highest talent 
an inspiring environment in which they can produce enduring 
works of the imagination and you can learn about them at  
macdowell.org.
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Poet Laureate Today 
Shawn Welcome, City of Orlando’s Poet Laureate, performed 
spoken word poetry and stories at this Feb. 22 Intro to Spoken 
Word Poetry workshop and discussed the role of poet  
laureates today.
Shawn Welcome is a performance poet and writer who was 
named the City of Orlando’s Poet Laureate in 2021. He lives and 
breathes spoken word in his home of Orlando where he founded 
the creative arts organization, Diverse Word. 

Mirror, Mirror, On the Wall Show Me Where 
Exclusion Falls 
Story artist and diversity, equity and inclusion consultant, 
Sue O’Halloran, presented an honest but non-threatening 
examination of the journey to inclusion on March 2. With humor 
and practicality, she provided actionable examples that can 
help to resolve cultural conflicts and positively affect day-to-day 
interactions with the diverse people with whom you live and 
work. Participants left with a better understanding of the role they 
can play in creating a world that works for everyone.

A storytelling performance followed the workshop. From 
inspiring stories of people making connections in difficult times 
to the comical Irish way of “taking on the opposition,” O’Halloran 
explored the importance of hearing the stories of people who 
appear different from us. 

Since 1969, Sue O’Halloran has performed nationally and 
internationally and has led thousands of Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion (DEI) seminars. A National Storytelling Network Circle 
of Excellence honoree, she has been featured in media including 
ABC Nightline, the New York Times and the Chicago Tribune. 
The media has covered her performances, productions, keynotes 
and seminars in such outlets as PBS People and Causes, ABC 
Nightline and in The New York Times, The Boston Globe and The 
Chicago Tribune. 

FGCU Writing Awards & author reading 
Biographer Ann McCutchan, (most recent work on Marjorie 
Kinnan Rawlings “The Life She Wished To Live”), spoke to 
students at the annual Writing Awards and the following evening 
provided a reading from her new biography. These events took 
place March 17 and 18.

The Samuel Pepys Reading Series with Nancy 
Stohlman took place March 17 via Zoom.

Robin Schulte ~ Creative Nonfiction 
How does the literary world of creative nonfiction meet the world 
of story as performance art? Robin Schulte lives in both worlds as 
a literary writer and a storytelling performer. How do these arts 
differ? In this storytelling performance on March 29, personal 
narrative took the stage. In this tender series of tightly crafted 
vignettes, Schulte took a unique look at growing up. By sharing 
moments of her own journey into awkward adolescence — and 
detailing parenting her own children through those stages — she 
revealed universal truths. 

Robin Schulte has an MFA in creative nonfiction from University 

of Central Florida. She is a winner of the National Storytelling 
Festival Slam and has been a featured performer at the Florida 
Storytelling Festival and Stone Soup Storytelling Festival. She has 
two audio recordings, “Jack and the Levitator and Other Stories” 
and “Late. Night. Stop.,” which received a Storytelling World 
Honor Award. 

Workshop: Circling the Story Spiral: Looking 
Back to Move Forward 

Performance: Stories From the Tree of Life
Linda “Schuyler” Ford took participants on a fun and profound 
exploration of the Tree of Life, sharing entertaining folktales and 
personal stories that subtly awakened awareness about their lives 
or someone they knew. 

Linda Ford grew up in Sleepy Hollow, New York, where 
Washington Irving’s “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” shaped her 
childhood imagination and love of storytelling.

She now travels the country performing folktales, fairy tales and 
personal stories about her less-than-perfect family. Schuyler 
serves on the board of Northeast Storytelling. She belongs 
to the Florida Storytelling Association and the Healing Story 
Alliance. She divides her time between Tallahassee and Suffield, 
Connecticut. 

Storytelling at FGCU event history:    
https://joelying.com/fgcu/history-fgcu-storytel

Foreign Languages Division 
Department of Language and Literature Seidler 
Initiatives 
The events described here were planned with the objective of 
bringing together students, staff, faculty and members of the 
Southwest Florida community while providing an inclusive, 
multicultural, and welcoming learning environment. This report is 
divided in two parts: 

u Part 1: Global Connections 

u	Part 2: Seidler International Film Festival 

PART 1: Global Connections 
The purpose of this initiative was to develop cultural and 
educational events for FGCU students and members of the 
community. The Global Connections plan was developed during 
the academic year 2017-18. Since then many events have 
taken place on campus in which students have been exposed 
to opportunities to learn about other cultures and their own. 
The events were organized by faculty members of the French, 
German, and Spanish programs and could consist of on-campus 
cultural events or local field trips.

A. Stories of Water, Land and Justice 
This was an event created in collaboration with the storytelling 
program of the Department of Language and Literature’s creative 
writing program. It included: 

u A reception and a photo exhibit 
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u Story telling by Native American Reverend and activist  
 Houston Cypress (from the Miccosukee tribe) 

u A water ceremony and dance performances by Native  
 American Mayans 

B. Field trip to St Petersburg’s Dali Museum  
for French students 
To expose students to art and experience visiting a museum, two 
faculty members took 20 students from FGCU French classes to 
visit the Dali Museum. Although Dali was a Spanish painter, his 
influence in French art and popular culture is undisputable in 
France. The students also visited the temporary exhibit of French 
poet Aimé Césaire’s work. He was a surrealist poet and politician 
from the French Caribbean island of Martinique. Featuring 
selections from his powerful poems, this exhibition focused on 
Césaire’s history, his role in the founding of the anti-colonial 
Négritude movement and his affiliation with Surrealism.

C. French cooking with Chef Fraser: Connect 
gastronomy skills with French culture 
This event was in connection with a French course - FRT 3550 
Faces of France – France and its Food Culture – which engages 
students in learning about the historic and sociocultural 
background of some iconic French dishes and food. Through 

experiential learning and collaboration with the School of Resort 
and Hospitality Management, students from the French class 
followed Instructor James Fraser in making two French recipes 
(tarte tatin and croque monsieur). For about 2 hours, the 14 
students cooked and baked those traditional recipes they had 
learned about in class. Beyond learning how to cook those 
dishes, the students connected the information they learned in 
class with real tasks. They also learned new cultural information 
about the cooking industry in France – Chef Fraser shared his 
experience as a chef in France, as well as sociocultural facts and 
behaviors about living in France.

D. Virtual Hike for Haiti Challenge 
This was the third year that Associate Professor Delphine Gras 
and her students organized and participated in the Hike for 
Haiti challenge to raise funds for education and public health 
programs in Haiti. People participating in this event donated 
funds to register for a virtual hike. They hiked, ran or walked the 
equivalent of 200 flights of stairs in solidarity with the community 
of Marre-à-Coiffe, where they have to climb that distance every 
day to access clean water, education and health care. From  
April 1 to May 1, 2022, Gras and her students promoted this 
event and raised $1,398 for this organization.

Website: https://give.hopeforhaiti.com/team/407109

Global Connections helps broaden 
student perspectives. This year’s activities 
included, from left: a trip to the Dali 
Museum in St. Petersburg, French cooking 
with FGCU Instructor James Fraser 
and, bottom left, a virtual Hike for Haiti 
Challenge.
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PART 2: Seidler International Film Festival 
The 2022 Seidler International Film Festival screened three 
foreign films (one in French, one in Spanish, one from Sweden) 
and a Haitian documentary.

The organizing committee chose the following movies: 

u “Tokyo Shaking” (France, 2021) 

u  “Abracadabra” (Spain, 2017) 

u  “The Hundred-year-old Man Who Climbed out of the  
 Window and Disappeared” (Sweden, 2015) 

u  “Madan Sara” (Haiti, 2021) 

Attendance per night:

Students Staff, Faculty, 
Community 

members

Total

03/21/2022 Tokyo Shaking 14 9 23 

03/28/2022 Abracadabra 13 8 21 

04/04/2022 The Hundred-
year-old Man 

13 5 18 

04/11/2022 Madan Sara 35 17 52

 

Conclusion and future projects 
The academic year 2021-22 was a very successful year for 
the Foreign Languages Division, despite the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Having the financial and professional 
support of the College of Arts & Sciences has: 

u Given the faculty of the Foreign Languages Division the  
 possibility to create, develop and organize successful and  
 original academic and cultural events that bring together  
 students, faculty, staff, and members of the community. 

u Given students the chance to get involved with events  
 where they can develop their intercultural knowledge and  
 their connection to the community. 

u Brought a positive impact on the language courses’ 
 enrollment by enhancing students’ interest in foreign 
 languages and cultures. 

Without the generous support of the Seidler fund, it would be 
impossible to offer the students those various events. We are 
very thankful for the opportunity given to our Foreign Language 
Division to provide our students with this experiential learning. 
We hope to keep receiving this financial support to continue 
creating impactful events like those, and developing new ideas 
to bring positive attention to the College of Arts & Sciences.

In May-June 2022, the Archaeology program conducted its first 
field school since 2019, with the assistance of funds from the 
Seidler Opportunistic Investment Fund. The school was led by 
Dr. William Locascio, assistant professor of anthropology.

ANTHROPOLOGY REPORT FOR 2021-22 

William Locascio, Assistant Professor of 
Anthropology 

Introduction 
The CAS Dean’s Office generously supported the 
Archaeological Field School with funds from the Seidler Grant, 
which offset the cost of housing for students during the month 
spent in the field. 

The goals of the 2022 FGCU Archaeological Field School were 
two-fold: first, to train students in archaeological field methods, 
and second, to conduct phase I and phase II investigations 
in regions of the project area bearing characteristics that 
make them likely to produce cultural resources. This report 
summarizes the learning outcomes of the field school, and the 
results of research conducted by the students and instructors. 

Project Summary  

The 2022 FGCU Archaeological Field School took place at Black 
Boar Ranch in Hendry County, which covers approximately 3,000 
hectares (7,000 acres) in the north-central part of the county. 
Students were trained in archaeological field methods associated 
with phase I investigations (i.e., pedestrian survey, shovel testing, 
and recording of results), and phase II investigations (i.e., 
excavation, mapping, and recording of results). 

For the first week, students engaged in Phase I work, which 
required them to learn to identify upland areas by observing 
trees (e.g., pines and oaks) and other natural flora associated 
with uplands in South Florida. They then learned to use a 
compass to establish transects along which they dug 50 cm x 
50 cm “shovel test pits,” (STP) at regular intervals of 15 meters. 
For each STP, students learned to record relevant information 
on standardized forms, including the presence or absence of 
cultural materials (i.e., artifacts, archaeological features, and 
remains of animals that provided food), the characteristics 
of the soils they encountered (i.e., color and texture) in the 
STP, and how soil characteristics changed from top to bottom 
within the STP (i.e., stratigraphy). Following field work, students 
entered the locations of the transects and STPs where they had 
completed that data, which they learned to record using GPS 
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apps on their phones, and updated the project map to show 
work completed. 

During the second week of field school, students learned to 
excavate 1-meter x 1-meter test units on oak hammocks, or 
small elevated areas alongside cypress swamps. Such settings 
have previously been determined to have high probabilities of 
producing archaeological remains because they were frequently 
used as locations for hunting camps by pre-Columbian Native 
Americans in the region. Thus, after observing hammocks in the 
project area and reading about the natural characteristics of 
them in assigned materials, students applied their knowledge 
by locating hammocks and establishing test excavation units 
on them. The students learned to measure out the units using 
precise methods, and then proceeded to excavate the units in 
10 cm levels following established archaeological methods. 
Students learned to observe and record information about soil 
texture and color, using tools such as Munsell Soil Color Charts 
and guides for identifying local soil types and constituent parts. 
During the third and fourth weeks of the field school, students 
applied the methods learned in the previous two weeks to 
Phase II investigations. Specifically, students established 2-meter 
x 1-meter excavation units on two oak hammocks known to have 
archaeological remains. Students measured the units out and 
excavated them in 10 cm levels by “shovel scraping” (i.e., using 
shovels to carefully remove soil 1-2 cm at a time) and troweling 
(i.e., using masonry trowels to carefully scrape dirt from the unit 
by hand). Students screened the soil collected from the units 
through ¼”/6 mm wire mesh to locate archaeological materials. 
Each 10 cm of excavation constituted one “level,” and all 
collections and observations were made and recorded by level 
in order to maintain control over three-dimensional locations of 
the remains. To achieve this, students learned to establish a “unit 
datum” by using a GPS to record the elevation in meters above 
sea level (masl) of the ground adjacent to the excavation unit 
and then pounding a metal stake into the ground at the point 
of measurement. A string with a line level attached to it was tied 
to that stake and became the tool by which students measured 
and maintained awareness of elevations as they excavated – that 
is, they could precisely track how much soil they removed by 
regularly measuring changes in elevation of the excavation unit 
compared the ground level adjacent to the unit. 

Phase II investigation required students to work in larger teams 
of 4-6 individuals and to share the tasks required of them. 

Thus, they worked in a complementary way with two students 
excavating, one or two students screening the soil that was 
excavated, and one or two students recording observations 
and collections for each level. The students regularly rotated 
through roles to ensure that they shared the work and had 
ample opportunity to learn and practice skills. 

Collections made during Phase I and Phase II investigations 
were processed by students in the evenings after field work. 
Following field work each day, students returned to the “field 
camp” (trailers rented at the Roland Martin Marina in Clewiston) 
where they had time to refresh before gathering in the evening 
to clean and sort artifacts, to share their observations of the 
day’s excavations with one another, and to add/correct/delete 
information from the day’s notes. This time also served to 
reinforce camaraderie among the students. 

Conclusion 
The generous support of the Seidler Foundation enabled 
students in the 2022 FGCU Archaeological Field School to 
acquire new skills ranging from archaeological methods 
to critical thinking and problem solving, while promoting 
archaeology in South Florida. 

The fact that students participate directly in data collection 
and data analysis advances learning beyond techniques used 
in field archaeology, challenging students to learn-as-they-do 
and to work together to accomplish goals and solve problems. 
Students also learn to adapt to challenges of the conditions of 
field work. The heat and humidity characteristic of South Florida 
in May presents one kind of challenge, but having to work and 
live together as a group over several weeks adds a unique 
quality to the learning experience. Indeed, students often gain 
as much from being out of their comfort zone as they do from 
the instruction in the field. 

In terms of science, the field school provided important 
information regarding Middle to Late Woodland (ca. A.D. 
200-750) and Early Mississippian (ca. A.D. 750–1000) activities 
among Native Americans residing in the region. Specifically, 
the evidence we collected supports previous interpretations of 
oak hammocks as important locations for short-term resource 
gathering forays (i.e., campsites for hunting excursions) for later 
pre-Columbian societies in South Florida. 

Students take 
part in the 
Archaelogical 
Field School 
at Black Boar 
Ranch in Hendry 
County.
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