
FLORIDA GULF COAST UNIVERSITY 
Wings of Hope, Florida Panther Posse 

 

NAME:____________________________     DATE:_____________________ 

Directions: Follow along throughout the presentation to answer the questions and complete the activities. For 
multiple choice, circle the correct letter(s). When a line is provided, write in the answers. 
Florida Panther Natural History 
1. Approximately how many adult Florida panthers are left in the natural world?  

A. 30-50     B .  80-100    C . 120-230    D . 500-1,000    
2.  Scientific name for the Florida panther is…, 
      Genus name: _____________________ - large American wild cat, like the Florida panther. 
      Species name:____________________ - one color, the Florida panther is mostly tan. 
      Sub-species name:_________________ - names for the naturalist who first documented the panther in                 
                                                                                 1896, Charles B. Cory. 
3.  What other science terms classify a Florida panther? 

A. Consumer – eats organisms for food        B. Producer – make its food from the Sun 
       C. Vertebrate – has a backbone                       D. Invertebrate – has no backbone 
       E. Mammal      F. Reptile     G. Fish          H. Bird        I. Amphibian  
       J. Carnivore – meat eater     K. Herbivore – plant eater     L. Omnivore – plant and meat eater 
4.  What color is 2/3rds of the adult Florida panther’s body?     
      A.  Black     B. Pink    C. Tan 
5.   Are there “black panthers” in the world?      A. Yes     B. No 
6.   Are there “pink panthers” in the world?        A. Yes     B. No 
7.   How many teeth do adult panthers have?   
      A. 30    B. 40     C. 50 
8.   What color are adult panthers’ eyes?  
       A. Blue      B. Green      C. Brown     D. Amber (greenish-yellow) 
9.   What is the lifespan of Florida panthers living in the wild? 
       A. 3-5 years     B. 6-7 years      C. 8-9 years     D. 10-12 years 
10.   What are the top 4 threats to Florida panthers today? 
        A. Hit by vehicles    B. Disease (Feline Leukemia)     C. Habitat loss      D. Hunting (illegal today) 
        E. Territory (male panthers fight and kill other male panthers for land) 
11. What are signs that biologists look for to track Florida panthers? 
        A. Scat – scientific word for poop  
        B. Scrapes – where a scent is left to communicate to other panthers 
        C. Scratches – marks on trees/logs when panthers sharpen their claws 
        D. Kills – dead prey, or carrion, of a panther  
        E. Drags – marks left on the ground from a kill pulled by a panther 
        F. Vultures – birds that eat the leftovers of a panther kill 
       G. Tracks – paw prints without claw marks, yet larger than bobcat tracks 
12. How tall are you?            inches /            centimeters  
 
       Convert and compare your height to the length of a FL panther. 
 
 
 



Research & Coexisting with Wildlife  
13. What do radio collars used for panther research transmit? _________________  ________________ 
 

14. What tracks the radio waves transmitted by the radio collars? _______________________________ 
 

15. What sets off an infrared motion camera? ________________ 
16. Why are these cameras important for a scientist’s research?  
        A. Tracks panthers and bears      B. Shows other wildlife      C. To make holiday cards 
17. Why are wildlife underpasses so important? 
        A. Saves panthers and wildlife from car collisions    B. Saves humans from car collisions with wildlife 
        C. Safe path from one habitat to another                  D. Panther and bear population research 
18.  What guides wildlife to use the wildlife underpasses? 
         A. Fences       B. Smells     C. Plants      D. Lights      E. Homing sense     F. Sounds       G. Texting each other  
19.  About how many people live in Florida?    A. 1,000,000          B. 15,000,000          C. 23,000,000  
20.  About how many black bears are in the wild in Florida?      
         A. 1,000        B. 4,050        C. 10,400    
21.  What color are adult black bears’ eyes?  
         A. Blue          B. Green       C. Brown 
22.  How many teeth does an adult black bear have?  
         A. 30              B. 42              C. 54 
23.  What is the lifespan of Florida black bears living in the wild? 
        A. 3-5 years    B. 6-10 years    C. 10-30 years 
24.  What should you do if you encounter a panther?   
        A. Give it space    B. Do not run    C. Enjoy, it will run away 
25.  What should you do if you encounter a black bear? 
         A. Do not run, play dead or climb a tree     B. Get in a safe place    C. Give it space    D. Make loud noises 
26. How can we be kind to panthers, bears, and other wildlife?  
         A. To avoid attracting wildlife, do not leave food outside and feed your pets inside. 
         B. Keep livestock safe in a locked pen or enclosure. 
         C. Do not leave your dog chained up outside and walk them on a leash to avoid contact with wildlife. 
         D. Keep your cat indoors so they don’t kill birds and other small animals. 
         E. Secure your trash inside or in a wildlife resistant container.  
         F. Place your trash out the morning of pick up, not the night before.  
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Florida Panther Kittens 
27.  What color are Florida panther kittens’ eyes?   
        A. Green    B. Blue   C. Gray 
28.  How long do they stay this color?  
        A.  2 months    B.  6 months      C. 12 months     D.  4 years 
29.  How long do they keep their spots?  
        A.  2 months    B.  6 months to 1 year       C. 3 years 
30.  Why are the spots on the kitten’s body so important to their survival?    
       A. The spots are pretty.        B. Camouflaged with habitat, so predators don’t see them. 
31.  What is the device used to monitor the kittens?  A. Radio collar        B. Micro-chip 
32.  Do wildlife biologists radio collar the kittens?   A. Yes      B. No 
33.  At what age do the kittens leave their mother?    A.  6 months     B. 1 ½ years      C.  Never 
34.  Describe a panther kitten den.  A. Dry ground  B. Saw palmettos/covered areas  C. Camouflaged habitat 
35.  Why are Florida panther kittens and other wildlife not                                 good pets and should be left in the wild? 
        A. Needs large territory      B. Wild animals        C. Diseases          D. Unpredictable behavior 
36.  What can you do to help stop the spread of invasive exotic species in ecosystems? 
         A. Adopt dogs and cats rather than buy exotic pets from pet stores. 
         B.  If you can no longer care for your pets, be kind and find safe homes for them rather than abandoning      
               them in the wild. 
         C. If you can no longer care for your fish and tank, be kind and find safe homes for them rather than   
             dumping them in ponds, canals or oceans. 
   
 
Florida Wildlife Classification    
Directions: Circle the appropriate initials next to each species.  
BD – Bear Diet, PP – Panther Prey, N – Native, E – Exotic, H – Herbivore, O – Omnivore, C – Carnivore 
 
37. American alligator & Northern river otter BD PP N E H O C 

38. Nine-banded armadillo   BD PP N E H O C 

39. Bobcat & Gray fox    BD PP N E H O C 

40. Coyote      BD  PP N E H O C 

41. Feral/Wild hog    BD PP N E H O C 

42. Florida black bear    BD PP N E H O C 

43. Eastern cottontail rabbit & Gray squirrel  BD PP N E H O C 

44. Spotted skunk    BD PP N E H O C 

45. White-tailed deer    BD PP N E H O C 

46. Wild turkey     BD PP N E H O C 

47. Virginia opossum & Raccoon  BD PP N E H O C 

                                                            
                                                           
 
 
 
 



EDUCATING OTHERS 
NAME:____________________________                                                                   DATE:_____________________ 
 

Directions: Using the information you learned from the Florida Panther Posse Program and in the packet, select 
someone to educate about the endangered Florida panther. Circle their answers and provide them with the 
correct answers if needed. Use the answer key at the bottom of this page to make sure they learn the correct 
information.  
First name of person educated: ____________________________    Circle one:  Family member        Friend 
 

1. About how many endangered, adult Florida panthers are there left in the wild?   A. 100      B. 150      C. 500       
 

2.  What color is 2/3rds of the adult Florida panther’s body?     A. Black      B. Pink     C. Tan 
 

3. Are there “black panther” in the world?    A. Yes     B. No 
 

4. What are the top 4 threats to Florida panthers today? Circle 4 answers.      
     A. Hit by vehicles     B. Disease (Feline Leukemia)    C. Habitat loss               
     D. Territory (male panthers fight and kill other male panthers for land)      E. Hunting (illegal today) 
 

5. What are panther babies called?     A. Cubs      B. Kittens 
 
6. To coexist with Florida panthers, Florida black bears, and other wildlife, when should you take your trash  
     out for pick up?     A. The morning of pick up        B. The night before pick up 
 

7. How can people protect their pet and livestock from wildlife? Circle all that apply. 
      A. Secure livestock in a pen      B. Do not feed/leave your pets outside     C. Tie them up outside 
 

8. What should you do if you encounter a Florida panther or Florida black bear? Circle all that apply. 
      A. Do not run       B. Give them space and a place to escape     C. Play dead or climb a tree 
 

Correct Answers 
1. B. 150 2. B. Tan 3. B. No, only black jaguars and black leopards 
4. A. Hit by vehicles, B. Disease, C. Habitat loss, D. Territory (male panthers fight and kill other male panthers for land)  
5. B. Kittens 6. A. The morning of pick up 7. A. Secure livestock in a pen, B. Do not feed/leave your pets outside            
8. A. Do not run, B Give them space and a place to escape 
 
 

Thank you for helping save and protect Florida panthers! 
Please visit Wings of Hope’s website for more program information! 

https://www.fgcu.edu/cas/communityimpact/wingsofhope/  
Ricky Pires, Program Director                                Ann Godsea, Program Education Coordinator 

                                  rpires@fgcu.edu                                                          agodsea@fgcu.edu 
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