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For the last six years, the NSF-funded TRansforming Instruction in Undergraduate Mathematics via
Primary Historical Sources (TRIUMPHS) project has developed, classroom-tested, and disseminated
classroom materials which we call Primary Source Projects (PSPs). PSPs are classroom instructional
materials which contain excerpts from one or several primary historical sources, student tasks
designed to illuminate the mathematical concepts represented by the sources, and secondary narrative
by the project author to replace or support the related content of undergraduate mathematics
curriculum. To date, the TRIUMPHS project has produced approximately 80 PSPs.

In this talk, I will share some of the “history” of the TRIUMPHS project and examples from its
collection of PSPs. As well, I will discuss some of the investigations we have conducted during the
first five years of the grant project, with a focus on what primary historical sources contribute to the
teaching and learning of mathematics.
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