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The FGCU College of Education and MassiveU have developed a joint online solution to provide 
professional development (PD) tools and resources for teachers that center around mental health and 
whole child development. The 100% digital solution provides access to various topics and subject areas 
that support classroom teachers and educators who are working with PreK-20 students. The tools and 
resources cover the most pertinent issues that classroom teachers need to know and apply in their 
instructional practices.  
 
The College of Education has introduced four (4) PD courses, including Teachers’ Mental Health 
Literacy, Social Emotional Learning Foundations, Cyber Bullying, and Crisis Readiness, in order to 
address critical needs being felt locally and across the nation relating to these issues. Thanks to the 
support of the FAR MAR Fund, a fund of the Southwest Florida Community Foundation, this 
collaborative College of Education and MassiveU initiative has been able to begin offering PD resource 
courses to up to 1,000 teachers in Lee and Collier County School Districts in the Southwest Florida 
region. 
 

 
 



“As educators, we have a significant role to play in facilitating children’s healthy growth and 
development. We know children’s sound mental health provides a critical foundation for their learning 
and full scope of human development,” said College of Education Dean Dr. Eunny Hyun. “The current 
resources provide significant and relevant information about mental health literacy for educators in 
their everyday practice, which is often not fully covered in college or university teacher education 
courses. These PD resource courses are a great resource that supports both pre-service student teachers 
and experienced educators. We hope that this particular initiative will make a meaningful impact and 
inspire teachers in their continuous professional development and their everyday practice.” 

 
Dr. Diane Kratt, the FGCU College of Education Faculty member who authored the Mental Health 
Literacy course, commented, “I am grateful for the opportunity to educate teachers on such a critical 
topic. Mental health issues clearly create barriers for children and youth to learn, laugh, love, and live 
happily. As teachers, we can create positive relationships with our students, notice possible warning 
signs, provide universal proactive interventions, and connect students who may need additional support 
to the appropriate people for help. My goal regarding mental health literacy is to help teachers know 
more and respond better.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The FGCU College of Education faculty and staff hope to provide the PD resource courses to all 10,000+ 
teachers in the Southwest Florida region. If you are interested in supporting this important initiative, 
please feel free to contact FGCU College of Education Dean’s office (Tel: 239-590-7751).  
 
Currently, the College of Education faculty and staff are working on a wide range of topics to be included 
in the platform, including Universal Design for 21st Century Learning, Proactive Classroom Learning and 
Management, Formative Assessment, Inclusion, and Individualized Instruction. A practicum credit will be 
applied towards an advanced degree for any teacher who finishes a PD online courses and applies for 
one of the FGCU College of Education graduate programs. To learn more about the graduate degree 
programs offered by FGCU College of Education, please contact Dr. Keiana Desmore, Assistant Dean of 
Student Support and Graduate Advising, at kdesmore@fgcu.edu or 239-590-7759. 
 
 
 

Course feedback from pre-service and in-service teachers: 
 
“This course has truly impacted the way I view my responsibilities as an 
educator related to mental health.” 
 
“The Mental Health Literacy Course helps you feel more prepared to 
appropriately support your students’ mental health.” 
 
“This course has helped me to find something I am really interested in 
pursuing.” 
 
“Thank you for the Mental Health Literacy program that you have provided 
for us as interns.” 
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