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SUMMARY  

A life-long passion for geosciences and environmental science as a petroleum geoscientist and teacher. Broad 

experience founded on a thirty-three-year career in the oil and gas industry in Austral-Asia, Africa, Europe, and the 

Americas. Thirty years with Shell Exploration and Production International, before retirement in southwest Florida.  

 

Experience encompasses research and operational work and leadership as a geoscientist. Evaluated and delivered 

marine and terrestrial geological and seismic interpretations and models, fault topology and seal research, 

exploration, and appraisal well proposals and operations, oil and gas field developments, acquisitions and 

divestments, business plans and project and geo-discipline audits and reviews. These include geoscience discipline 

integrity reviews, oil and gas reserve audits, and project and business plan reviews. Notable successes include 3D 

seismic interpretation and appraisal and development drilling in Brunei and Nigeria, fault-seal research in Nigeria, 

Shell’s successful re-entry bid into Venezuela, and offshore Sakhalin, Russia and Prelude, Australia gas field project 

reviews leading to final investment decisions, assessment of Shell’s Nigeria proved reserves, and Shell global 

standards for integrated reservoir modeling. Addressed environmental issues through project involvement, e.g., CO2 

sequestration for the Prelude, Australia offshore gas field. Advanced to general manager of Malaysia’s offshore gas 

fields in Malaysia, and lastly to global discipline head of production geosciences worldwide in the Royal Dutch 

Shell Group before retirement.  

 

After retirement, completed an MS in Environmental Science at FGCU in 2016 focusing on sediment dynamics, 

erodibility, and bioturbation in the Caloosahatchee River estuary and began teaching. Teaching provides a way to 

give back after a long geoscience career through sharing experiences and knowledge of earth science, geology, and 

environmental science with university students.  

 

WORK EXPERIENCE  

August 2019 - continuing 

Visiting Instructor 

Florida Gulf Coast University, Fort Myers, Florida 

• Taught undergraduate earth science, physical, environmental, and historical geology courses 

August 2013 to Fall 2018 

Adjunct Geology Professor  

Florida Gulf Coast University, Fort Myers, Florida 

• Taught undergraduate earth science, physical, and environmental geology courses  

Adjunct Environmental Science Professor 

Florida Southwestern State College, Fort Myers, Florida 

• Taught undergraduate introduction to environmental science  

May 2004 to Shell corporate retirement in August 2010   

Global Production Geosciences Discipline Head,  

Shell International Exploration and Production BV, Rijswijk, Netherlands 

• Discipline leadership and functional accountability for eight hundred global production geoscientists 

• Improved production geoscience work processes by implementing global standards in hydrocarbon 

maturation, integrated reservoir modeling, operations, and well and reservoir management  

• Reviewed and made decisions on global geological and seismic interpretation software tools, e.g., Petrel 

• Led teams of senior petroleum engineers, well engineers, and engineers aiding project teams and their 

leadership in delivering the Prelude offshore gas field in the Timor Sea, Australia, including CO2 
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sequestration studies. Also, for the Pearls offshore oil and gas discovery in the Caspian Sea, Kazakhstan. 

Special recognition from Shell Asia senior management for leadership.  

July 2003 to May 2004    

Oil and Gas Reserves Consultant 

Shell International Exploration and Production BV, Rijswijk, Netherlands 

• The team leader of a team in Nigeria that analyzed and reduced Shell Nigeria’s proven oil reserves in 2003  

• Geoscience expert in the technical team that reviewed and made recommendations for Shell's global proven 

oil and gas reserves in 2004 with a Special Recognition Award in 2004 for reserves work   

• Provided depositions for proven oil and gas reserves litigation in Washington D.C. in 2006 and 2008 

February 2000 to July 2003   

Upstream Project Value Assurance Consultant 

Shell International Exploration and Production BV, Rijswijk, Netherlands 

• Team leader and expert geoscientist in integrated project review teams of senior geoscientists, 

petrophysicists, reservoir engineers, petroleum technologists, well engineers, engineers, and finance experts 

that reviewed over sixty-five (team leader in over half) oil and gas development projects with a capital 

investment of > $US100 million 

• Assessed technical, economic, commercial, organizational, environmental, and socio-political risks and 

opportunities, and readiness to proceed through project decision gates and Final Investment Decisions 

• Successfully led a review of the offshore Sakhalin oil and gas development and awarded a special bonus 

April 1998 to February 2000   

General Manager Sarawak Business Unit 

Sarawak Shell Berhad, Lutong, Sarawak, Malaysia 

• Promoted to lead an offshore exploration and production business unit in Shell Malaysia 

• Five team leaders and 530 staff delivering 2.4 billion standard cubic feet/day of natural gas for Malaysian 

LNG export and domestic supply, 60,000 barrels per day of condensate, and 20,000 barrels per day of oil 

from five offshore carbonate gas fields and one clastic oil field   

February 1996 to April 1998   

Head Structural Geology & Seismic Interpretation 

Shell International Exploration and Production BV, Rijswijk, The Netherlands 

• Promoted to lead an integrated team of twenty-five geoscientists and software developers delivering 

proprietary research and software tools for seismic and structural geology interpretation, reconstructions, 

and fault seal analysis 

• The team leader of an organizational design team that derived and implemented new integrated research 

and technical services operating processes for Shell Research and Services in 1996  

May 1995 to February 1996   

Head, Exploration and Production Opportunities Evaluation Unit 

Shell Internationale Petroleum Maatschappij BV, The Hague, Netherlands  

• The team leader of an integrated team of ten geoscientists, petroleum engineers, and engineers that assessed 

green- and brown-field oil and gas opportunities, investments and divestments, mergers and acquisitions, 

and farm-ins  

• Executed data room visits, evaluations, and provided acquisition proposals for Shell leadership 

consideration 
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March 1993 to May 1995    

Production Geology Area Advisor 

Shell Internationale Petroleum Maatschappij BV, The Hague, Netherlands 

• Promoted to provide production geology, appraisal, and field development advice to Shell operating 

companies in Australia, New Zealand, Malaysia, Brunei, Thailand, Philippines, Indonesia, Venezuela, 

Columbia, Argentina, and Canada  

• Standards and workflows for appraisal and development and governance for research and training  

• The team leader or expert geoscientist in over twenty appraisal and field development technical audits and 

reviews   

• Advised the offshore Malampaya, Philippines gas discovery team on appraisal well locations and targets 

• Received a high-performance bonus for leading a team of geologists, geophysicists, petroleum engineers, 

well engineers, and engineers in delivering Shell’s re-entry into Venezuela with a successful bid for the 

West Urdaneta field in Lake Maracaibo, Venezuela  

December 1992 to March 1993    

Chief Petroleum Engineer    

Shell Production Development Company of Nigeria Ltd., Warri, Nigeria  

• Led 130 staff  

• Delivered 450,000 barrels per day of oil production from five-hundred producing wells, seven development 

projects, six rigs, and four work-over hoists 

July 1989 to December1992    

Chief Production Geologist   

Shell Production Development Company of Nigeria Ltd., Warri, Nigeria  

• Promoted to Chief Production Geologist  

• Led twenty-five geologists and geophysicists in the interpretation of 1800 square kilometers of 3D, and six 

hundred square kilometers of 2D seismic, appraisal and development well proposals and operations.  

• Reviewed and approved fifty exploration and appraisal well proposals per year 

• Led the team that delivered the first offshore EA field Development Plan  

• High-performance bonus for reserves reporting and documentation in 1992 

March 1988 to July 1989   

Research Structural and Production Geologist 

Koninklijke Shell E&P Lab., Rijswijk, Netherlands 

• 3D seismic fault plane visualization, juxtaposition, and clay smear analysis research to predict fault seal  

• Awarded Shell’s Gold Star Award for best internal and external publication (see PUBLICATIONS) 

August 1981 to March 1988   

Production Geologist and Team Leader 

Brunei Shell Petroleum, Seria, Brunei Darussalam 

• Promoted to and led a team of ten geoscientists that conducted 2D-3D seismic interpretation, geological 

modeling, and mapping of the giant offshore Champion, and the Iron Duke and Magpie oil and gas fields  

• Supervised the Champion 3D offshore seismic interpretation, one of the first in Shell and largest in the 

world at the time and presented results at the American Association of Petroleum Geologists Annual 

Convention, Houston, Texas, 1988 

• Planned and drilled over one-hundred offshore wells and positioned ten platforms 
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• Champion West discovery (three hundred million barrels of oil) and proposed Champion Ultra Deep 

exploration (one trillion cubic feet gas)   

• Eastern Offshore Field Development Matrix Coordinator ensuring communication and integration between 

geoscientists, well engineers, petroleum engineers, engineers, and production operators 

• Developed the geological model for the monitoring and control of the offshore Champion-141 internal 

blow-out integrating reservoir geology, faulting, reservoir pressures, and blowout crater temperatures 

• Planning and operations for the Iron Duke-7 offshore internal blowout relief well 

August 1977 to August 1981   

Operations engineer, wellsite geologist, and well site petroleum engineer 

Core Laboratories, Dallas, Texas, and Singapore 

• Operations engineer supervising the operations of two land rigs in the giant Seria land field for Brunei Shell 

Petroleum, Seria, Brunei  

• Offshore well site geologist and well site petroleum engineer in Malaysia and Brunei (South China Sea), 

Japan (Sea of Japan), and well site geologist, West Texas, USA 

EDUCATION  

• MS Environmental Science 2016, Florida Gulf Coast University, Fort Myers, Florida. MS thesis “Seasonal 

erodibility and bioturbation of mixed-muddy cohesive sediments in the Caloosahatchee River estuary of 

southwestern Florida.” Received FGCU Dean’s Award for Best Graduate Student Poster in the College of 

Arts & Sciences, Research Day, April 17, 2015 

• Graduate hydrogeology/fluvial geology courses in 2012/13, University of South Florida, Tampa, Florida 

• Shell and industry courses (1984-2010) in geophysics, seismic interpretation, petroleum geology, 

petrophysics and reservoir evaluation, reservoir engineering, field appraisal and development, project 

management, petroleum economics, technical auditing, oil and gas reserves evaluation, and management 

• Hydrocarbon mud logging (1977), overpressure prediction and well site geology, Core Laboratories, 

Dallas, Texas  

• BS Geology, 1977, Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana 

AFFILIATIONS  

• Emeritus member American Association of Petroleum Geologists; Certified Petroleum Geologist  

• Geological Society of America  

AWARDS 

Dean’s Award for Best Graduate Student Poster (2015) for poster on “Seasonal erodibility of cohesive mixed-

muddy sediments and bioturbation in the Caloosahatchee River estuary of southwestern Florida.” Florida Gulf Coast 

University, College of Arts and Sciences, Research Day, April 17, 2015.  

Shell’s Gold Star Award (1989) for Best Internal and External Publication for “Three-Dimensional Seismic 

Interpretation and Fault-Sealing Investigations, Nun River Field, Nigeria.” 

PUBLICATIONS 

Kluesner, D.F., & van der Pal, R.C. (1990). Fault-slicing of three-dimensional seismic and clay smear analysis 

applied to fault-sealing investigations, Nun River Field, Nigeria. Shell Group Research Report, RKGR.89.253, 

1-17.  
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Bouvier, J.D., C.H. Kaars-Sijpesteijn, Kluesner, D.F., Onyejekwe, C.C., & van de Pal, R.C. (1989). Three-

Dimensional Seismic Interpretation and Fault-Sealing Investigations, Nun River Field, Nigeria, American 

Association of Production Geologists Bulletin, 73(11), 1397-1414.  

 

Over sixty internal Shell proprietary publications 

 

PRESENTATIONS 

Kluesner, D.F., (2017). Seasonal erodibility and bioturbation of cohesive sediments in the Caloosahatchee River 

estuary of southwestern Florida. Presented at Coastal Estuarine Research Foundation (CERF) biennial 

conference in Providence, R.I, November 5-9, 2017, and Portland, OR, November 8-12, 2017. 

 

Kluesner, D.F. (1988). Champion Field: Role of Three-Dimensional Seismic in Development Geology of a Complex 

Giant Oil Field, American Association of Petroleum Geologists (AAPG) Annual Convention, Houston, Texas. 

REFERENCES: Provided on request.  

TESTIMONIALS see linkedin.com/in/davidkluesner 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/davidkluesner

