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Rationale and Review
1. Return to the Nest Initiative (RTTN)

• Intentional outreach to stop-out students; avoided outreach to students with 
below a 2.0 (6,000+) 

• Found inconsistent language in:
• Admissions Regulation Readmission GPA

• Academic Standing Policy and Procedures

2. SSEM: Academic Standing Advisory Committee
• Return from suspension and dismissal processes are inconsistent with the 

Undergraduate Admissions Regulation
• Academic Amnesty process is inconsistent with Undergraduate 

Admissions Regulation

3. Ad-hoc Academic Amnesty Review Team formed
• Reviewed current amnesty option, academic standing policy, and 

undergraduate admissions policy
• Reviewed other SUS institutional policies and practices



Findings/Current Status

• Process begins after readmission (students are 
ineligible for readmission)

• Students must stop-out for five or more years

• Academic dismissal policy identified 
opportunity to return after one year

• Students have one option to pursue- total 
removal of grades and credit hours (multiple 
options throughout SUS)



Revisions

• Students initiate the process prior to 
readmission

• Change from five year to three year stop-out 
time frame

• Two options
1. Complete fresh start- no GPA, no credit hours 

2. Retain credit hours for courses in which a grade 
of “C” or better earned (establishes a new GPA 
including these grades)



Improvements

• Students continue to submit petition to the 
Academic Standards Committee

• Students continue to engage with academic 
coaches to promote academic success

• Consistent with options in place at a number of 
other SUS institutions

• Provides students with opportunity to return 
and maintain credit hours for timely graduation

• Students do not need to repeat content 
previously completed



Questions
Thank you!





• Academic Amnesty 

Toggle More Info 

A readmitted undergraduate student who has not been in attendance at 
FGCU for a period of at least five three (53) years may apply to the 
Academic Standards Committee for academic amnesty provided that the 
application is either submitted with the application for readmission after 
suspension or prior to the first day of classesadmission application 
deadline in the term that the student is readmitted to the University. With 
the approval of the Academic Standards Committee, amnesty will be 
offered for all previous FGCU coursework in which the student did not 
earn a grade of “C” or better. Amnesty decisions will be made by the 
Academic Standards Committee and the committee may, at its sole 
discretion: 
 
1) Offer amnesty to students who have not requested it via the Request for 
Readmission application. 
2) Review the process for indefinitely dismissed students. 
3) Approve amnesty for the student's entire record of previously-earned 
FGCU credit, or for those courses in which a student did not earn a grade of 
“C” or better. 
4) Approve amnesty conditionally upon the student agreeing to fulfill the 
Committee's terms of approval. These provisions may include, but are not 
limited to, the student: 

a. a. developing an academic success plan for the student’s return; 
 

b. b. participating in tutoring or another academic service; 
meet with both the Center for Academic Achievement (CAA) and the 
student’s assigned academic advisor 

c. Completing the application process as a returning student through the 
Undergraduate Admissions office 

 

c. achieving and maintaining a pre-determined grade point average (GPA) 
for a defined subsequent number of semesters. 
d. Should the student not complete the conditions of the agreement, 
amnesty will not be considered to have been earned, and the student's GPA 
and transcript will retain their original condition. 

https://www.fgcu.edu/catalog/generalinformation?fmid=Records+%26amp%3b+Registration#131


 
Offers of academic amnesty will only be made to students whose 
cumulative GPA is below 2.00 and who have not attended FGCU in the last 
five three (3) years. Such offers will be made in writing by the Academic 
Standards Committee and will be forwarded to the student via the Offer of 
Academic Amnesty form. Upon approval by the Academic Standards 
Committee, the amnesty will be applied to the student’s record, and the 
student will be eligible for readmission to the University as a returning 
student through Undergraduate Admissions.The student will have seven 
(7) calendar days from the date of receipt of the written decision to accept 
or decline the offer of amnesty and to deliver his/her decision to the 
designee of the Academic Standards Committee via the Offer of Academic 
Amnesty form, which is submitted to the Office of Records & Registration. 
If the student does not respond to the offer within seven (7) calendar days, 
the offer of amnesty will be void. 
 
After the student has completed all of the conditions for amnesty set by the 
Academic Standards Committee and the student has been restored to good 
academic standing and removed from academic standing (Warning, 
Probation, Probation after Suspension, Reinstatement), the Committee will 
determine whether amnesty has been earned, based on the initial 
provisions set forth by the Committee. If amnesty has been earnedgranted, 
the transcript will then be revised and the student's GPA will be 
recalculated omitting all grades less than a “C” during the period for which 
amnesty was applied. Though they will not be included in the GPA 
calculation, the courses and grades for which amnesty was awarded will 
remain on the student's transcript and a statement will appear on the 
official transcript indicating that amnesty has been applied. Due to the 
omission of the student's previous academic record from his/her GPA 
calculation, all grade forgiveness opportunities will be restored per the 
current University Catalog policy. Additionally, the student will remain 
responsible for tuition surcharges resulting from repeating courses or 
taking excess credits for graduation. 
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