
 

DRAFT Filename: Integrated Entrepreneurship Studies _BA Draft rev 3-23-2017a3AllTracjedC... 

1 
 

Florida Gulf Coast University 
 

Request to Offer a New PROGRAM MAJOR 
 
 
 
 

CIP of associated FGCU Degree 

Program on current SUS Academic 

Degree Program Inventory: 

 30.0000 

Degree Name and Abbreviation: Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) 

Major Name: Integrated Entrepreneurship Studies 

Concentration(s): None 

College:  Lutgert College of Business 

Department/School: Management 

Anticipated Implementation Date: August 2017 
 

 
 

Note: This outline and the questions pertaining to each section must be reproduced within the body of the 

proposal to ensure that all sections have been satisfactorily addressed. Include supporting documentation as 

appendices. 
 

 
 

I.       INTRODUCTION 

 
A.  Purpose and Rationale.  Briefly describe the overall purpose and rationale 

for the proposed major.  Include examples of employment or education 

opportunities that may be available to graduates from this major. 

 
The B.A. Integrated Entrepreneurship Studies will be an interdisciplinary degree 

program with the purpose of educating tomorrow’s entrepreneurial leaders. The major 

prepares students to develop their creative thinking skills, turn their ideas into scalable 

business models, and organize the people and resources needed to bring their ideas to 

life. Students will balance the curriculum’s entrepreneurship courses with additional 

areas of interest. This curriculum mirrors the experience of many practicing 

entrepreneurs who have used their personal interests as inspiration for their business 

pursuits. Additionally, students will be exposed to a wide variety of applied, co-

curricular activities that will provide opportunities to establish connections with the 

local community. 

 

The career prospects for this program are broad. While students of this program may go 

on to start their own businesses, this is not the expectation. Students will learn a 

comprehensive set of skills that prepare them for working in a small or family-owned 

company or in mature industries, such as hospitality, banking, and healthcare. Several 

large, local businesses currently recruit entrepreneurship students because of their 

propensity to take initiative at work and see opportunities where others see problems. 

Additionally, students in entrepreneurship classes are constantly engaged one-on-one 

with active and retired business owners. These meetings make the learning environment 

more experiential and often lead to employment opportunities.  
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The proposed program will be comprised of 120 credit hours including 36 credits of 

general education coursework, 33 credits of required courses in the major, 12 credits of 

restricted electives, and 3 credits of Colloquium.  This is a non-business major, thus no 

more than 27 credits in business may be applied to the major.   

 

The proposed program will be centered on establishing partnerships with other 

departments throughout the University to promote campus-wide entrepreneurship. The 

Faculty Fellowship Program will be an integral part of building these collaborations. 

The program will offer financial incentives for faculty to integrate entrepreneurship 

coursework into their home discipline. Non-business faculty will work alongside 

entrepreneurship faculty to develop this unique curriculum. Interdisciplinary work will 

be showcased and celebrated on campus. 

 
A.  Area of Programmatic Strategic Emphasis.  Will the proposed major impact 

the designation for the associated FGCU degree program as listed in the SUS 

Academic Program Inventory?  http://www.flbog.edu/resources/ditr/ 
 

CIP 30.000 is not currently listed as a program of strategic emphasis.  However, the 

development of entrepreneurship at the University may contribute to the creation of 

programs in designated areas of strategic emphasis such as Global or Gap Analysis. 

 
B.  Educational Sites.  Identify any established or planned educational sites at 

which the major is expected to be offered and indicate whether it will be offered 

only at sites other than the main campus. 

 
Courses will be held primarily on the main campus. In addition to the main campus, there 

are rooms potentially available for upper-level courses to be held at the Emergent 

Technologies Institute (ETI). Currently, the Institute for Entrepreneurship (IFE) occupies 

three offices and two labs at the ETI. The labs house the student startup incubator.  

 

II.       INSTITUTIONAL AND STATE LEVEL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
A.  Need.  Describe national, state, and/or local data that support the need for more 

people to be prepared in this major at this level.   Reference national, state, and/or 

local plans or reports that support the need for this major and requests for the 

proposed major that have emanated from a perceived need by agencies or 

industries in your service area.   Cite any specific need for research and service 

that the major would fulfill. 

 
 

National Needs: 

It is well documented that economic prosperity depends, in large part, on the efforts of 

entrepreneurs willing to try and fail in bringing new products and services to life 

(Baumol, 1990). Amongst other important contributions, new and young firms are 

responsible for nearly all net new job creation in the United States (Kauffman, 2015). 

Conversely, large companies consistently eliminate more jobs than they create. In 2014, 

an average of .31% of the adult population (310 out of 10,000 adults) created a new 

business each month. This percentage has risen sharply in the last two years after several 

http://www.flbog.edu/resources/ditr/
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years of decline following the recession. This increase, however, brings the rate of 

entrepreneurial activity in the economy well short of historical rates.  

 

Data suggest that entrepreneurship education is reaching the mainstream higher 

education curriculum. The following statistics can be found in a Kauffman (2013) study 

titled “Entrepreneurship Education Comes of Age on Campus.” Several universities now 

require all students to take classes introducing principles of entrepreneurship, e.g. 

Babson, Arizona State University, University of Texas El Paso, and the College of 

Wooster, among others. In 2008, 400,000 students took over 5,000 courses offered 

nationally on the topic of entrepreneurship. This is up from 250 courses in 1985. In 

2005, 3.5% of college students reported having the desire to one day own a business. 

Approximately one-third of all business incubators are based at universities.  

http://www.kauffman.org/blogs/growthology/2015/10/the-evolution-of-

entrepreneurship-on-college-campuses 
 

A common thread of these programs is to equip students with the knowledge, skills, and 

abilities to create value in the 21st century work environment. Most schools specify that 

creating value is a more encompassing definition of what entrepreneurs do than “start 

businesses.” The fact is that entrepreneurs organize people and resources in many 

different ways, e.g. through cooperatives, faith-based organizations, social movement 

organizations, through intrapreneurial efforts inside existing companies, and traditional 

for-profit companies. 

 
State Needs: 

Florida was rated by the Chief Executive Magazine as the second best state in America for 

doing business. The most important industries in Florida are: aviation and aerospace, life 

sciences, manufacturing, defense and homeland security, information technology, financial 

and professional services, logistics and distribution, cleantech, and headquarters relocation. 

(see https://www.enterpriseflorida.com/industries/) 

 

Local Needs: 

 

The Southwest Florida economy has historically been dependent upon a few major 

industries, e.g. healthcare, real estate, small business and tourism). This region is currently 

undergoing a significant cultural shift related to entrepreneurship. In particularly, there is 

a growing entrepreneurial ecosystem in the Fort Myers/Naples area. This ecosystem 

includes the following companies and programs that support entrepreneurship: 

  

 Edison Innovators Association – “SW FL’s one-stop connection for inventors, 

product innovators, and aspiring minds. We are here to help you protect and move 

your idea forward efficiently and safely by educating and connecting experts & 

beginners alike!”  

 RocketLounge – “A true incubator and accelerator, [The RocketLounge] proactively 

matches each of our tenants with carefully selected resources and services that meet 

their unique needs and development levels.” 

 Tamiami Angel Fund – “The Tamaimi Family of Funds are Angel Funds organized 

to allow High Net Worth Individuals and Family Offices an opportunity for active 

involvement in a diversified capital investment process with a portfolio of emerging 

growth companies.” 

http://www.kauffman.org/blogs/growthology/2015/10/the-evolution-of-entrepreneurship-on-college-campuses
http://www.kauffman.org/blogs/growthology/2015/10/the-evolution-of-entrepreneurship-on-college-campuses
https://www.enterpriseflorida.com/industries/)
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 VenturePitch competitions are held quarterly, which highlight local 

entrepreneurs in a “SharkTank” style competition. 

 Southwest Florida Regional Technology Partnership, Inc. – “Our mission is to be 

the leading technology interest group in Southwest Florida; and to encourage the 

development, growth and attraction of technology companies and technology 

resources in our region. Our core strategies are: Catalyze, Cultivate and Connect.” 

 The Naples Accelerator – “Depending on your membership level, we offer legal, 

marketing, finance and administration support to your company. Let us help you grow 

your idea into a reality through our specialized support services.” 

 Endeavor Innovative Workspaces – “We don’t start or end with local and national 

businesses. Our mission stems from the innovation that drives them. We care about 

our people, our space, and everything in between. We provide you with the stability of 

an office, along with the flexibility you need to grow your business.” 

 

FGCU Institute for Entrepreneurship. FGCU has an important role in preparing 

students to join Southwest Florida’s growing entrepreneurial ecosystem. We provide 

students the foundational knowledge and experiences they need to be entrepreneurially 

minded citizens upon graduation.  

 
B.  Student Demand.  Describe data that support the assumption that students will 

enroll in the proposed major.   Include descriptions of surveys or other 

communications with prospective students.  If a survey was conducted, include 

summary survey data and a sample of the survey as an appendix. 
 

The Entrepreneurship Program began at FGCU as a multidisciplinary minor offered 

across campus in the Fall of 2014 and quickly became one of the most demanded minors. 

The program grew from a few students in 2014-2015 to close to 850+ students enrolled in 

classes for 2016-2018.     

 

The entrepreneurship minor currently enrolls 130 students as of January 2017, making it 

tied for the largest minor, along with Management and Marketing, in the Lutgert College 

of Business.  It has only been a minor a little over two years. Furthermore, the percentage 

of business and non-business students in the minor is 56% and 44%, respectively. 

 

A Spring 2016 survey of 100 students in the Introduction to Entrepreneurship course 

indicated that 56% are interested in pursuing a Minor in Entrepreneurship and 88% 

believe they will one day own a business. The four sections of this General Education 

course with 55 students fill within minutes of opening on registration day each semester. 

 

The target student for a B.A. Integrated Entrepreneurship Studies degree would start in 

the introductory class. As such, an anonymous survey was conducted of over 170 students 

in the Introduction to Entrepreneurship course during the Fall 2016 semester. From the 

data, it is quite clear that there is strong interest in a B.A. Entrepreneurship major at 

FGCU. Of 171 respondents to the survey, nearly 30% indicated an extremely or very 

strong interest in a B.A. Entrepreneurship degree at FGCU. Only 20% indicated no 

interest in the major. The following charts show the interest broken down by area of study 

and a ranking of the learning outcomes students desire from a B.A. Entrepreneurship 

degree. 
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Student Quotes 
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 ENT classes are a great way for students of all majors to learn successful business 

planning strategies. 

 There should be a Major in Entrepreneurship here at FGCU and it should be 

treated like the Runway program. 

 Intro to Entrepreneurship is an amazing class that you should talk to the campus 

advisors about telling incoming freshman. This class is not only interesting, but 

I've felt that it's helped me transition into the real world. 

 I wish there was a major for Entrepreneurship. I feel a lot of students would 

choose this major. It's is one that engages the student unlike any other business 

related major. This is why I would like to pursue it as a minor to hopefully have it 

become my major. 

 Get the major at FGCU. 

 I am currently enrolled in Intro to Entrepreneurship and have enjoyed every 

minute of class and would love to pursue a career in Entrepreneurship. 

 

C.  Duplication.   If substantially similar programs/majors (generally at the four- 

digit CIP Code or 60 percent similar in core courses) either private or public exist 

in the state, identify the institution(s) and geographic location(s).  Prepare a table 

showing how the proposed major is similar to or different from programs/majors  

at  other  institutions.    If  the  table  is  large,  it  should  be included as an 

appendix. 

 
The Florida SUS currently has only one school with plans to offer a major in 
Entrepreneurship as an Interdisciplinary Degree Program.  Florida State University created a 
similar program with the intention of being open to all University students (not just business 
majors). However, FSU’s size and scope of programs make it difficult to compare to FGCU. 
Their plan is build an Entrepreneurship Interdisciplinary Degree Program similar to the one 
proposed. While many of the courses are similar in each program, FGCU will differentiate 
itself in teaching concepts related to creativity and will offer a course focused on the applied 
knowledge of actually forming a new company. There are no other schools in the SUS that 
offer a full entrepreneurship degree, especially one that is an interdisciplinary degree. While 
a few other schools emphasize entrepreneurship, they do not offer a full degree, e.g. eight 
ENT (entrepreneurship) courses. 
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D.  Projected  Enrollment.     Project  student  headcount  (HC)  for  this  major. 

Describe the rationale underlying enrollment projections.   Will students be 

primarily full-time, part-time, cohort, etc.?   If, initially, students within the 

institution  are  expected to  change  majors  to  enroll  in the  proposed  major, 

describe the shifts from disciplines that will likely occur. 
 

Enrollment was derived by first estimating the number of current Entrepreneurship 
Minors that would change from a minor to a major. We estimate that 20% would switch 
to a major, which represents 26 students. This estimate is based on a number of 
conversations with these students about the proposed major. Additionally, we 
conservatively estimate that 20% of the Introduction to Entrepreneurship class would be 
interested in pursuing the major (see percentages above). This represents approximately 
40 additional students each year for a total of 66 students in the first year. Using an 
approximate 15% year-to-year growth rate, we estimate a headcount of 133 students in 
the fifth year. 

 
Students will be primarily full-time. To support the SOAR in FOUR initiative, there will be 

flexibility built in to the program curriculum. First, in some semesters students may need to 

take non-ENT classes (because of limited availability of other courses). This is not an issue 

with the proposed major. Also, the interdisciplinary curriculum requires that students 

balance their ENT classes with additional area(s) of interest. If students were to switch from 

another major to the B.A. Integrated Entrepreneurship Studies, this would not be a difficult 

transition. Second, the ENT classes will have a limited number of course prerequisites, 

which allows for maximum flexibility for students’ schedules. Finally, registration for 

courses will be on a rolling, non-cohort basis. In other words, students will not have to 

adhere to a prescribed schedule of courses; instead they will be able to register for the 

number and location of courses that best suits their circumstances. We expect the shift to be 

across the campus which should not have a major impact on any of the existing majors.  

 
E.  Bachelor’s Degrees Only—Program Length.  What is the total number of credit 

hours required for the associated FGCU degree program?  Will the total credit 

hours for the proposed major be different?  (See criteria in Board of Governors 

Regulation 6C-8.014.) 

 
Program length will be 120 hours. 

 
F.  Bachelor’s Degrees Only—Common Prerequisites.  What CIP/track is used for the 

common prerequisites for the associated FGCU degree program?   The common 

prerequisites for the major must be the same as for the associated FGCU degree 

program and must be included on the catalog copy.   (See the Common 

Prerequisite Manual at FACTS.org).   The courses in the Common Prerequisite 

Counseling Manual are intended to be those that are required of both native and 

transfer students prior to entrance into the major program, not simply lower-level 

courses that are required prior to graduation.  The common prerequisites and 

substitute courses are mandatory for all institution programs listed, and must be 

approved by the Articulation Coordinating Committee (ACC). This  

requirement  includes  those  programs  designated  as  “limited access.” 
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If the proposed prerequisites are not listed in the Manual, provide a rationale for a  

request  for  exception  to  the  policy  of  common  prerequisites.     NOTE: 

Typically, all lower-division courses required for admission into the major will 

be considered prerequisites.  The curriculum can require lower-division courses 

that are not prerequisites for admission into the major, as long as those courses are 

built into the curriculum for the upper-level 60 credit hours.   If there are already  

common  prerequisites  for  other  degree  programs  with  the  same proposed 

CIP, every effort must be made to utilize the previously approved prerequisites 

instead of recommending an additional “track” of prerequisites for that CIP.  

Additional tracks may not be approved by the ACC, thereby holding up the full 

approval of the degree program.  Programs will not be entered into the State 

University System Inventory until any exceptions to the approved common 

prerequisites are approved by the ACC. 

   

      No Common Prerequisites Required. 
  
 

G. Bachelor’s  Degrees  Only—Limited  Access.    Is  the  associated  FGCU  degree 

program limited access?  Is limited access being sought for the proposed major? 

(The  policy  and  criteria  for  Limited  Access  are  identified  in  Board  of 

Governors Regulation 6C-8.013.   An additional Limited Access Program Request 

may be required.) 

 
Limited Access is not being sought for the major. 

 

 

 
III.       INSTITUTIONAL READINESS 

 
A.  University Mission and Strategic Plan. Describe how the goals of the proposed 

major relate to the institutional mission statement as contained in the SUS 

Strategic Plan and the University Strategic Plan. 

 
The proposed B.A. Integrated Entrepreneurship Studies builds directly on the bold 

vision outlined in the State University System Strategic Plan, which states that all 

FGCU students are to be productive, entrepreneurially minded citizens upon 

graduation.  

 

Specifically, the University Strategic Plan states the following objectives: 

 

1)  Create an Institute for Entrepreneurship that would serve as the nucleus of 

all campus-wide entrepreneurial initiatives, which will be further 

expanded into a College. 

2) Focus on creating an entrepreneurial mindset throughout the University 

community. 

3) Focus on FGCU becoming the catalyst of entrepreneurship within 

Southwest Florida and the State. 

4) Focus on the international development of faculty, staff, students, colleges, 

centers, and programs to leverage business opportunities. 
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The FGCU 2016-2021 Strategic Plan (FOCUS) includes “Entrepreneurship” as one 

of four pillars.  Within this pillar, Objective #1, Action #2, states:  

 

Launch an innovate interdisciplinary university-wide degree program that 

combines the core entrepreneurship framework within the Lutgert College of 

Business (LCOB) with distinct entrepreneurship concentration options in 

different programs, schools, and colleges.”  

 

The proposed B.A. Integrated Entrepreneurship Studies major directly supports this 

objective by providing a program that combines a core of entrepreneurship courses 

with electives from other programs, schools, and colleges. Students can select 

elective courses that are compatible with their interests and professional aspirations. 

The major will increase the visibility of FGCU in the entrepreneurial ecosystem, 

provide opportunities for our students to create sustainable value in the world, and 

will create virtuous cycles of economic growth through a pay it forward mission. 

 

The approval of the proposed program will demonstrate a commitment to the further 

development of entrepreneurship as a designated pillar in the current FGCU 

Strategic Plan.  Donors of entrepreneurship programs around the country show a 

strong passion for giving to these types of initiatives. 

 
B.  Institutional Strengths.  Describe how the proposed major specifically relates to 

existing institutional strengths, such as programs of emphasis, other academic 

programs, and/or institutes and centers. 

 
The proposed major compliments an extensive array of programs and initiatives 

currently offered at FGCU. The Institute for Entrepreneurship staff works tirelessly to 

ensure first-rate operation of the programs listed below: 

 

 Entrepreneurship Multi-Disciplinary Minor: 130 Minors as of Jan 2017 after a 

little over 2 years. Fastest growing minor in LCOB. The Entrepreneurship 

Minors are equal to the Management and Marketing Minors. 45% of the 

students are not business students.   

 Entrepreneurship Classes: 2015-2016 there were 755 students taking 

entrepreneurship classes in which 440 students were freshman and sophomore 

who were taking Intro to Entrepreneurship class (GEN ED Elective). 

Entrepreneurship program started a little over two years ago with one class of 

60.  

 Competition: Eagle Biz Competition: Joint effort with Engineering & 

Entrepreneurship classes. Total of 27 teams competed. Top five teams in 

different categories were given a small sum for winning the competition. The 

top three teams were also given space in the new Fort Myers Incubator 

(Rocket Lounge). Started five years ago. Small award funded by Donor 

 Competition - USF Most Innovative Health Care Product: Winning team from 

Eagle Biz won second place for most innovative Health Care Product. To be 

beta tested at NCH.  

 Competition - Florida Venture Forum: Winning team from Eagle Biz 

(Engineering & Entrepreneurship student) is part of the Florida Collegiate 

Competition. FGCU students won the competition 3 years ago. This is funded 

by Advisory Board donors.  
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 Business and Entrepreneurship Club: Average 50 students or more at every 

meeting. The club is in its sixth year of operation. We had a pitch night and 

sent 12 students to compete and to attend a student run Entrepreneurship 

Conference held at the University of Tampa. Half of the students in the club 

are not LCOB majors. Many are freshman and sophomores that are interested 

in entrepreneurship. In a given year, the club hosts 10 different speakers. This 

club is supported with student government funds. 

 Community: CEO Academy partnering with Junior Achievement- 36 high 

school students from across the Lee and Collier County go through a week-

long program in which the student are placed in teams and each team comes 

up with a product and develops a business model for taking the product to 

market.  Students compete and each student from the winning team is given a 

$1000 scholarship. We have been attracting 40-50% of these students to apply 

to FGCU. We have been doing this for 6 years. Funding often provided from 

private donors. 

 Community: Collier County High School Teachers- provided a week long 

program for the teachers to train them to teach entrepreneurship in their 

classes. This year we contracted to help them work through some of the 

problems they have had in their first year with the new entrepreneurship 

program. This is a paid service offered to the Collier County Schools.  

 Community: Lee County School Board- working with an advisory board to 

develop entrepreneurship program for the new Bonita Beach High School.  

 Community:  Pick Up the Ball’s Entrepreneur Network-  Recently agreed to 

facilitate an entrepreneurship program for young at risk individuals to help 

them start businesses. 

 Mentorship: The Institute for Entrepreneurship has a growing list of 25+ 

mentors that are extremely active with the aforementioned programs. They 

donate their time freely to be a part of the cause. 

 Runway Program: Received a $250,000 state grant for Fall 2016 to develop an 

incubator at ETI to support students to help them start a business. 20 students 

accepted into the program for Fall 2016. 51 students accepted into the program 

for Spring 2017. There are at least 35% of the students who have been 

accepted into the program that are not business majors.  

 Scholarships: We have $12,500 donated each year for undergraduate 

Entrepreneurship Scholarships. 

 Seed Funding: In the last two years, we have received a total of $240,000 in 

donations to be used for competitions for seed funding for students and 

veterans.    

 Veterans Entrepreneurship Program: Received a $135,000 grant from Veterans 

Florida for a statewide program to help veterans to start a business. 5 SUS 

were chosen. We also developed the curriculum for the other four Universities. 

We had 80+ veterans in the program. Veterans Florida is planning to 

continuing the program for another year based on the initial success. FGCU is 

using space at the ETI for the program. This program is funded through grant 

funding, and donor funding to help the veterans with seed capital. 

 
C.  Program Reviews.   Identify program reviews, accreditation visits, or internal 

reviews for any university degree programs related to the proposed 

program/major, especially any within the same academic unit.   List all 
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recommendations and summarize the institution's progress in implementing the 

recommendations. 

 
There have not been any relevant program reviews, accreditation visits, or internal 

reviews for any University programs related to entrepreneurship. 

 
IV.       CURRICULUM 

 
A.  Learning Outcomes.  Describe the specific expected student learning outcomes 

associated with the proposed major.   For baccalaureate majors, include the 

Academic Learning Compact document as an appendix.   (Each major is expected 

to have measurable student learning outcomes in the areas of communication 

skills, critical thinking skills, and content/discipline knowledge and skills.   

Outcomes established for graduate majors should reflect an appropriate level of 

rigor and complexity.) 

 
See Academic Learning Compact, Appendix B. 

 

B. Catalog Copy. Include a catalog copy as an appendix.   Include admission, 

graduation, and progression requirements for the major. 

 
See Catalog Copy Appendix C. 

 
C.  Curriculum Flowchart.   Provide a sequenced course of study (flowchart or 

curriculum map) for the proposed major and concentrations, if applicable. 

 
See Curriculum Map, Appendix D. 

 
D.  Courses Added, Changed, or Deleted.  List courses—prefix, number, and title— 

that are being added, changed, or deleted through the Curriculum Management 

System (CMS) as a result of this proposal.  Any course new to FGCU should be 

listed with XXX as a placeholder for the number that will be assigned by Statewide 

Course Numbering System (e.g., EDG 6XXX). 

 

All entrepreneurship (ENT prefix) courses needed to launch the major currently exist in the 

FGCU course inventory. The plan is to offer these courses in 2017-2018.  

 
 

E.  Industry Competencies.  For majors in the science and technology disciplines, 

discuss how industry-driven competencies were identified and incorporated into 

the curriculum and indicate whether any industry advisory council exists to 

provide input for curriculum development and student assessment. 

 
Not applicable. 

 
F.  Anticipated Delivery System.  Briefly describe the anticipated delivery system 

for the proposed major (e.g., traditional delivery on main campus; traditional 

delivery at branch campuses or centers; or nontraditional delivery such as 

distance or distributed learning, self-paced instruction, or external degree 
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programs). If the proposed delivery system will require specialized services or 

greater than normal financial support, describe projected costs. 

 
The primary method of course delivery will be in a traditional classroom setting. 

However, the potential exists to deliver some online learning courses through FGCU’s 

Canvas learning management system. 

 
 

V.       BUDGET AND RESOURCES 

 
A.  Impact of Resource Reallocation.   If other programs will be impacted by a 

reallocation of resources for the proposed major, identify the program and provide 

a justification for reallocating resources.   Specifically address the potential 

negative impacts that implementation of the proposed major will have on related 

undergraduate programs (i.e., shift in faculty effort, reallocation of instructional 

resources, reduced enrollment rates, greater use of adjunct faculty and teaching 

assistants).  Explain what steps will be taken to mitigate any such impacts.  Also, 

discuss the potential positive impacts that the proposed major might have on 

related undergraduate programs (i.e., increased undergraduate research 

opportunities, improved quality of instruction associated with cutting- edge 

research, improved labs and library resources). 

 
No other programs will be impacted by a reallocation of resources for the proposed major.   
 

B.  Other Potential Impacts.  Describe other potential impacts on related 

programs or departments (e.g., increased need for general education or 

common prerequisite courses, or increased need for required or elective 

courses outside of the proposed major). 

   
There may be an increased demand for courses on the restricted electives list.  The College 
of Arts and Sciences (CAS) offers many of these courses. The CAS dean and associate 
dean have reviewed this proposal and are comfortable with CAS courses being included on 
the restricted electives list because demand will be spread among a number of courses.   
 

C.  Faculty.  Describe how faculty effort will be allocated to the proposed major.  If 

using existing courses, will new CRNs be needed?  As an appendix, provide a 

“Curriculum Planning—Enrollment by Course and Term” Cognos report 

covering the past three years for all courses used in this major.  Will additional 

faculty be needed in Years 1-5?   Provide a narrative summarizing projected 

costs and funding sources for faculty, including adjunct faculty. 

 
All entrepreneurship (ENT prefix) courses needed to launch the major existing the FGCU 
course inventory. These courses are offered as required and elective course for the minor. 

 

Existing Faculty: For 2016-2017, one full time entrepreneurship faculty, one part time 
management faculty, the Director for Entrepreneurship, and five adjuncts cover the 
required entrepreneurship courses. For 2017-2018, a faculty replacement line in 
Management has been hired for a second full time Entrepreneurship Faculty. 

 



 

DRAFT Filename: Integrated Entrepreneurship Studies _BA Draft rev 3-23-2017a3AllTracjedC... 

13 
 

The proposed major, while housed in the Lutgert College of Business, is not a business 
program for AACSB purposes.  Ideally, two qualified full-time faculty would be added in 
2018-2019 to support the proposed program.  These faculty could teach management 
courses as well as entrepreneurship courses.  Given the current budget constraints, the 
program could be launched without the additional faculty.  Qualified adjunct faculty with 
expertise in entrepreneurship can be employed to address the initial demand for core 
courses.  In future years, additional full-time faculty may be requested to address 
anticipated program growth.   

 
D.  Library.   Briefly describe library resources that are available and additional 

resources that will be necessary to implement and sustain the proposed major 

through Year 5.  Include projected costs.  (Note:  Check with the subject area 

librarian to see if a new Library Impact Statement is needed.) 
 

The library resources are adequate to support this program, as they are the same resources 
requested by the College of Business. The library collection has over 45,000 journals. 
39,900 catalogued e-books; and over 300 databases. The library also subscribes to on-line 
periodical search and delivery services, as well as periodicals in print and microform. 

 

Some of the available databases related to entrepreneurship include: IBISWorld, JSTOR I- 
IV, Proquest Home, and Wiley Online Library which are currently available.  

 
E.  Space.   Describe classroom, teaching laboratory, research laboratory, office, 

and other types of space that is available and additional space that will be 

necessary  to  implement  and  sustain  the  proposed  major  through  Year  5. 

Include projected costs. 

 
Classroom and administrative space is currently available for the B.A. Integrated 
Entrepreneurship Studies degree; however, the LCOB continues to face issues related to 
space allocation of rooms. In the future, a building dedicated to entrepreneurship classes, 
mentorship, and training may be necessary to provide the space needed to match the 
University’s bold vision.  
 

F.  Specialized Equipment.   Describe specialized equipment that is available and 

additional equipment that will be necessary to implement and sustain the 

proposed major through Year 5.  Include projected costs. 

 
No specialized equipment needs beyond what is currently owned are necessary, and all the 
instructional sites contain and routinely update state-of-the-art instructional technology to 
serve their other purposes. 

 
G. Fellowships, Scholarships, and Graduate Assistantships.  Describe items in this 

category that must be in place to implement the proposed major.   Identify 

funding source. 

 
Approximately $12,500 is available for Entrepreneurship scholarships per year from a 
donor. In addition, given the number of potential donors who have been successful 
entrepreneurs, the foundation may be able to secure additional scholarship funds for the 
entrepreneurship program.  
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H. Internship and Practicum Experiences. Describe currently available placement 

sites, if needed for the major.  Describe plans to seek additional sites if needed. 

 
There are eight paid Entrepreneurship Internships available through our Runway Program 
each fall and spring. In addition, there is a great deal of demand for entrepreneurship 
students to work in entrepreneurial or Small Businesses in our community. At this time, 
there is a greater demand than supply for entrepreneurship students.  

 
I. Budget Summary.  Summarize projected costs and associated funding sources 

for the projected major for Years 1-5.     Will existing Education & General 

funds be shifted to support the new program in Year 1.   If the university 

intends to operate the major through continuing education on a cost-recovery 

basis or market rate, provide a rationale for doing so and a timeline for seeking 

Board of Governors’ approval, if appropriate. 

 
The proposed major, while housed in the Lutgert College of Business, is not a business 
program for AACSB purposes.  Ideally, two qualified full-time faculty would be added in 
2018-2019 to support the proposed program.  These faculty could teach management 
courses as well as entrepreneurship courses.  Given the current budget constraints, the 
program could be launched without the additional faculty.  Qualified adjunct faculty with 
expertise in entrepreneurship can be employed to address the initial demand for core 
courses.  In future years, additional full-time faculty may be requested to address 
anticipated program growth.   

 

J.   External Resources. Describe what steps have been taken to obtain information 

regarding resources (financial and in-kind) available outside the institution 

(businesses, industrial organizations, governmental entities, etc.).  Describe the 

external  resources  that  appear  to  be  available  to  support  the  proposed 

program. 

 
There is a great deal of potential for donor resources given the number of successful 
entrepreneurs who retire in this area. We have already received substantial donor money 
for seed funding for our students and veterans, along with grants for co-curriculum 
programs that complement the Integrated Entrepreneurship Studies Degree. In addition, we 
have at least 27 mentors already volunteering their help with our students and have 
sufficient adjuncts to fill classes when needed. We have also been extremely successful 
receiving grants for co-curriculum activities which are extremely important to an 
entrepreneurship program.  

 
 

************** END **************
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Appendix A: Student Survey – Interest in B.A. Entrepreneurship Major 

 
[The following survey was distributed online via Qualtrics survey software.]  

 

Thank you for taking the time to complete the survey. Your responses will help us plan for the future 

direction of entrepreneurship education at FGCU. 

 

Which of the following best describes you? 

Freshman 

Sophomore 

Junior 

Senior 

Graduate student 

Not currently enrolled 

 

Which entrepreneurship classes have you already completed? 

I have not completed any entrepreneurship classes 

Introduction to entrepreneurship 

Entrepreneurship and creativity 

Small business consulting 

Business plan development 

Family business 

 

Which entrepreneurship classes are you currently enrolled in? 

I am not currently enrolled any entrepreneurship classes 

Introduction to entrepreneurship 

Entrepreneurship and creativity 

Small business consulting 

Business plan development 

Family business 

 

Have you registered for a major at FGCU? 

Yes 

No 

 

What major have you selected? 

* if you are a business management major, please also state your concentration (General management, 

human resource management, or sports management). 

[open text response] 

 

Have you registered for a minor at FGCU? 

Yes 

No 

 

Which minor have you selected? 

[open text response] 
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Are you planning on registering for a minor? If yes, please state the minor. Otherwise, I’ll leave the 

text box empty. 

[open text response] 

 

Before today, were you aware that FGCU currently has a minor in entrepreneurship? 

Yes 

No 

 

How interested are you in pursuing a minor in entrepreneurship? 

I am already pursuing the minor in entrepreneurship 

Extremely interested 

Very interested 

Moderately interested 

Slightly interested 

Not interested at all 

 

The following questions will ask about your interest in FGCU creating a major in entrepreneurship. 

Before you answer, please review the following: 

 

A degree and entrepreneurship prepare students to: 

 

Build a business from scratch 

Lead and start a team towards organizational goals 

Work at start up companies 

Develop innovative ideas in established companies 

Analyze market data to make informed decisions 

Problem solve using and entrepreneurial mindset 

Create value in the world (social, environmental, & economic) 

Communicate ideas effectively to enact change 

Work with 21st century technology 

 

If a major in Entrepreneurship were offered at FGCU, how interested would you be in pursuing this 

degree? 

Extremely interested 

Very interested 

Moderately interested 

Slightly interested 

Not interested at all 
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Which of the following would you be most interested in learning more about if a major in 

entrepreneurship were offered at FGCU. The most interesting topic should be ranked first (at the 

top). Click and drag to edit the order of the responses. 

 

Build a business from scratch 

Lead and start a team towards organizational goals 

Work at start up companies 

Develop innovative ideas in established companies 

Analyze market data to make informed decisions 

Problem solve using and entrepreneurial mindset 

Create value in the world (social, environmental, & economic) 

Communicate ideas effectively to enact change 

Work with 21st century technology 

 

Finally, do you have any comments or suggestions you would like to share with the Institute for 

Entrepreneurship? We would greatly appreciate your thoughts. 

[open text response] 
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Appendix B: Academic Learning Compact – B.A. Integrated Entrepreneurship Studies 

 
Consistent with its mission and guiding principles, Florida Gulf Coast University is committed to 

academic excellence and continuous quality improvement, as supported by a sound teaching- 

learning process. Within this process, students and instructors share responsibility for learning 

that is a movement from the simple to the complex, the concrete to the abstract, and the 

dependent to the independent. The Academic Learning Compact (ALC) initiative supports the 

teaching-learning process by clearly identifying expected core student learning outcomes in the 

areas of content/discipline knowledge and skills, communication skills, and critical thinking 

skills; aligning curricula with expectations; and using assessment to guide continuous 

improvement. 

 
Content/Discipline Knowledge and Skills 
Graduates will be able to: 
1. Apply core theories of entrepreneurship to their professional careers. 

2. Create value in the world that is sustainable and improves others’ lives 

3. Communicate ideas effectively to range of stakeholders. 

4. Lead a startup team around a singular mission. 

 

Content/discipline knowledge and skills are assessed through projects and papers completed in all 

of the ENT courses. 

 
Communication Skills 
Graduates will be able to: 
1. Produce an extended piece of written research that follows the conventions for business 

writing. 
2. Write clear prose that fulfills the general education criteria for written communication: 

a) Employ the conventions of standard written English. 

b) Select a topic, and develop it for a specific audience and purpose, with respect for 

diverse perspectives 

c) Select, organize and relate ideas and information with coherence, clarity and unity. 
3. Orally convey a passion and vision for a new product or service. 

 
Communication skills are assessed through projects, papers, and exams. The following 

courses emphasize the development of communications skills: Entrepreneurship & 

Creativity, Social Entrepreneurship, New Venture Laboratory. 

 

Critical Thinking Skills 
Graduates will be able to: 
1. Know and be able to apply basic categories of Critical Thinking. 

2. Apply opportunity recognitions skills to identify, assess, and plan a response to a civic or 

academic problem. 

3. Use negotiation skills and application of theory in the context of creating new products and 

services. 

 
Critical Thinking skills are assessed through papers and projects completed in each of the 

ENT courses.
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Appendix C: Program Requirements Catalogue Copy 

 

Program Admission Requirements 

 Submit an FGCU Undergraduate Admission Application and satisfy all applicable university 

admission requirements.  

 Attend an orientation session.  

 Sign an Advising Agreement document.  

 Students may not pursue this major as double major or second degree.  

 Only one minor can be declared with this major.  

 The Entrepreneurship Minor cannot be declared with this major.  

 The same course cannot be used for this major and any other minor that the student might 

declare.  

 

Program Requirements 

To prevent or minimize excess hours, select general education courses that satisfy common 

prerequisite requirements for your intended major. 

1. FGCU General Education Program (http://www.fgcu.edu/general_education/)  

2. Common Prerequisites  
None 

3. Required Courses in the Major (33 credits)  

A minimum grade of C is required in each course. 

 

ECO 2023 Princ of Micro Economics (3) 

ENT 2000 Intro to Entrepreneurship (3) or ENT 2010 Principles of Entrepreneurship (3) 

ENT 3004 Entrepreneurship & Creativity (3) 

ENT 3114 New Venture Lab (Capstone) (3) 

ENT 3204 New Venture Growth  (3) 

ENT 3273 Launching Your Business (3) 

ENT 3422 New Venture Capital Management (3) 

ENT 3503 Social Entrepreneurship (3) 

ENT 3618 Technology and Innovation (3) 

SPC 2023 Public Speaking (3) or SPC 1608 Effective Speaking (3) 

STA 2023 Statistical Methods (3) 

 

4. Restricted Electives (12 credits) from the following: 

ART 3614 Digital Media Design II (3) (Prereq ART 2600) 

ART 3633 Web Design (3) (Prereq ART 2600 or GRA 2190) 

COM 3014 Communication and Gender (3) 

COM 3120 Org Comm Behavior (3) 

COM 3462 Communication and Conflict (3) (Prereq SPC 2023 or SPC 1608 or SPC 1017) 

EVR 4872 Environmental Policy/Law (3) 

FSS 3338C Introduction to F&B Management (3) (Preq HFT 1000 or concurrently) 

GRA 3193 Graphic Design II (3) ((Prereq GRA 2190) 

HFT 1000 Intro to Hospitality/Tourism (3) 

http://www.fgcu.edu/general_education/
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HFT 3004 Resort & Hosp Leadership/Man (3) (Prereq HFT 1000 or HFT 3003) 

HFT 3203 Spa Services and Treatments (3)  

HFT 3204 Spa Operations & Management (3) 

HFT 3221 Mgmt Resort Hosp Human Resourc (3) (Prereq HFT 1000 or HFT 3003) 

HFT 3253 RHM Lodging Operations Man (3) (Prereq HFT 1000 or HFT 3003) 

HFT 3573 R&H Marketing (3) (Prereq HFT 1000 or HFT 3003)  

HFT 3757 Principles of Event Management (3) 

IDS 3143 Issues in Science & Technology (3) 

IDS 3332 Issues in Culture & Society (3) 

INP 4004 Intro to Indus/Organiz Psych (3) (Prereq PSY 2012 and STA 2023) 

INR 4502 International Organizations (3) (Prereq ENC 1102) 

PAD 3810 State & Local Public Admin (3) (Prereq ENC 1102)  

POS 3250 Political Communication (3) (Prereq ENC 1102) 

PSY 3205 Survey of Analytical Techniques (3) (Prereq PSY 2012 and STA 2023) 

PUR 3000 Principles of Public Relations (3)  

PUR 3100 Public Relations Writing (3) 

SPC 3301 Interpersonal Communication (3) 

SPC 3425 Group Communication (3) (Prereq SPC 2023 or SPC 1608 or SPC 1017) 

SPC 3602 Advanced Public Speaking (3) (Prereq SPC 2023 or SPC 1608 or SPC 1017) 

SYG 3011 Social Issues in Society (3) (Prereq SYG 2000 or 2010 or 2012 or 2220 or 2231 or 

2442) 

5. University Requirements (3 credits) 

IDS 3920 University Colloquium (3) 

6. Selected Electives as needed to reach total credits required for the degree.  

TOTAL SEMESTER HOURS REQUIRED:   120 HRS 

Additional Graduation Requirements 

 A minimum of 120 credits.  

 A minimum of 48 of the 120 credits must be at the upper division (3000 - 4999) level.  

 A cumulative GPA of 2.0 for all coursework attempted at FGCU.  

 Satisfaction of the College-Level Skills and foreign language entrance requirements.  

 Satisfaction of the Service Learning requirement (See www.fgcu.edu/connect).  

 Satisfaction of the residency requirement: thirty of the last sixty credits must be completed at 

FGCU.  

 Completion of the summer course enrollment requirement.  

Submit an online Application for Graduation via Gulfline by the deadline listed in the FGCU 
Academic Calendar 
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Appendix D: B.A. Integrated Entrepreneurship Studies Curriculum Map 
 

 
 

Semester 1 (Fall) 15 Semester 2 (Spring) 15 

GECO: ENC 1101 English Composition 
I(GECO) 

3 GEMA: MAC 1105 (Prereq needed) 3 

GESO: ECO 2023 3 GEHM: Humanities 3 

GESO: ENT 2000  3 GECO ENC 1102 Composition II 3 

GEHM: State Core GE Humanities 3 SPC 2023 Public Speaking 3 

GENC: State Core GE Natural Science w/lab 3 Free Elective 3 
 

Semester 3 (Fall) 15 Semester 4 (Spring) 15 

GEHM: Humanities INKN Attribute 3 ENT 3004 Entrep & Creativity 3 

GEST: STA 2023 3 Free Elective INKN Attribute 3 

GENC: State Core GE Natural Science  3 Free Elective 3 

Free Elective 3 Free Elective 3 

Free Elective 3 Free Elective 3 
 

Semester 5 (Fall) 15 Semester 6 (Spring) 15 

ENT 3618 Technology and Innovation 3 IDS 3920 University Colloquium 3 

ENT 3503 Social Entrepreneurship  3 ENT 3422 New Venture Capital 3 

Restricted Electives 3 Restricted Electives 3 

Restricted Electives 3 Restricted Electives 3 

Free Elective 3 Free Elective 3 
 

Semester 7 (Fall) 15 Semester 8 (Spring) 15 

ENT 3204 New Venture Growth   3 ENT 3273 Launching Your Business 3 

UL Free Elective 3 ENT 3114 New Venture Lab 3 

UL Free Elective 3 UL Free Elective 3 

UL Free Elective 3 Free Elective (UL if still needed) 3 

Free Elective  3 Free Elective 3 
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Appendix E: CRNS See Attached Excel Spreadsheet 

 
 
CLIPPINGS 
 

One prominent entrepreneurship educator argues that the at-risk student in the 21st century 

is the student who does not think entrepreneurially. Students needs to be able to seize 

opportunities as they happen, rather than sit idly by. Entrepreneurship education teaches 

students to recognize opportunities, acquire resources, and take initiative. Large 

corporations seek entrepreneurship graduates since they have been prepared to take 

initiative at work. Companies are asking employees to take on more responsibilities and to 

use a broader set of skills than in the past (cite liberal arts study). Furthermore, studies 

indicate that students  

 

These students do not accept their environments “as is” but rather what could be. Therefore, 

students who complete the Entrepreneurship Major will be prepared to make a significant 

impact in their organizations if they choose not to create their own. 

 

Entrepreneurship education fulfills the mission of a liberal arts education. It is grounded in 

evidence-based management and forces students to develop a keen sense of social 

responsibility. The major gets students to think about the world in an enhanced way, 

challenging them to develop intellectual and practical skills that span all areas of study, 

              such as communication, analytical, and problem-solving skills. Enterpreneurship students                      
demonstrate the ability to apply knowledge and skills in real-world settings. 
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