
Congratulations! You've made it to Commencement!
This is an important day for you and your loved ones, and we want to make it as smooth as
possible.  So here is a brief overview on the Commencement process and some tips on how to
enjoy the day. Guest and candidate parking on campus is on a first-come basis, so please allow
plenty of time for parking on commencement day. We also strongly encourage you to consider
carpooling! Parking is located in parking garage 1 near the Cohen Center with a 1/2 mile walk
along the boardwalk. Limited parking is available in the housing parking lot adjacent to Alico
Arena. There is no rehearsal ceremony, so please click here to view the rehearsal video. In an
effort to provide the most comfortable experience for all participants and guests, we also ask
that attendees refrain from the use of latex and scented fragrances during the ceremonies.

9 A.M. CEREMONY
ALL COLLEGES

Saturday, August 3, 2019 Arrival and Entrance

Candidates should arrive at 8 A.M at Alico Arena, already wearing
your cap and gown.  Follow the signs to the check-in area in the
auxiliary gym located on the 2nd floor. Only candidates will be
allowed in the check-in area. Leave purses, cell phones, keys etc.
with your guests or in your vehicle.
 
All candidates will check-in and receive a reader card that you’ll
need to fill out. This card will tell the University Reader how to
correctly pronounce your name.  Once the reader card is
complete, please follow directions from the commencement
ushers of where to line up according to your respective college.
At the appropriate time, staff will direct you to line up in order
behind the College Marshal and process in.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjkB9DGZGw8&feature=youtu.be


(Tip 1)  Please dress appropriately: shoes, shirts, etc. are required.  
High-heeled shoes are NOT recommended, you will be standing up most of the time.

Processional and Seating

The University Marshal will enter first, followed by each of
the College Marshals and their candidates onto the arena
floor.  Your College Marshal will lead you to your assigned
rows, where ushers will assist you to your seat.
 
Each row has a set amount of chairs—please follow
directions.  Ushers are aware of the amount and are
counting as you enter the row.  You must remain standing
until all candidates have entered.  The faculty will enter
after the candidates, followed by the platform party.
 
Seating for graduating candidates with special needs will
be located in a designated area.  Please contact Adaptive
Services prior to Commencement at (239) 590-7956.

(Tip 2)  Commencement is a celebration for candidates and their family and guests, so please be
courteous of others.  Please, no beach balls. No air horns. No canned string. No balloons—some

candidates may have latex allergies.  These items are not suitable for a Commencement ceremony
and will be removed promptly.

Turning of the Tassels

Tassels are worn on the right side of your cap and then
moved to the left side.  Candidates will be prompted to
move their tassels during the ceremony which signifies the
recognition of earning a degree.



Walk to Stage
At the appropriate moment, floor ushers will ask the
appropriate College Marshal to rise and lead their candidates
to the stage, beginning with the Doctorate candidates and
their Committee Chairs, who will lead each candidate to the
stage. Next the Master's candidates will approach the stage
followed by the Bachelor's candidates. Before you approach
the stage ramp, you will stop briefly for your photo to be
taken.

On Stage

When you arrive on the stage ramp, you will be handed a
diploma cover and your reader card will be scanned and
handed back to you.  Proceed onto the base of the stage 
and hand your reader card to the University Reader at the
podium.  As your name is read, proceed across the stage
and shake hands with the President and Dean of your
College.  Staff will then direct you to the photo area. 
 
Once your photo is taken, proceed to the back of the
arena. The ushers will then direct you to a seat.  It is possible
that you may not be in your original seat. If this is the case,
please do not try and return to your original seat.  

Recessional
Please remain standing while the recessional begins.  Floor ushers will direct you off the arena
floor. The University Marshal will lead, followed by the platform party, the College Marshals,
faculty, and then the candidates, one row at a time. Please continue out the exit doors.  Make
sure you plan a meeting location with your guests in advance outside of the building.
 
Remember to return your rental gown to the University Bookstore located outside the arena.

*If you need this material produced in an alternative format due to a disability, please contact the Office of the Records and Registration.


