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Introducing our
Fall 2017 Honors
Graduates

Daniel Alberto
As a high school student, I was honored to have the opportunity to
become a student within the Accelerated Collegiate Experience (ACE)
Program, and it was here where I began my journey to higher
education at Florida Gulf Coast University. After completing my first
semester, I became a proud member of the Honors Program here at
FGCU. During my four years at FGCU, I have had several incredible
experiences that have enriched my academic career and helped
shape who I am. One of the best experiences that I had while at
FGCU was studying abroad for a semester at the University of
Barcelona through the Lutgert College of Business. My future plans
are to participate in an internship during the upcoming year while I
prepare for graduate school. I am grateful for all of the opportunities
that I was able to take part in and all of the professors that have
made my stay at FGCU unforgettable.

Emily “Paige” Belcher
My name is Paige Belcher, and I will be graduating with a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Biology. During my time here, Honors has helped me
grow as a better learner, leader, and person. I was able to make lifelong friends by living on the Honors College floor my freshman year,
earn many transferrable skills and connections through becoming an
Honors Mentor, and conduct research as an undergraduate with an
Honors College faculty member. Because of the skills and
connections made in the Honors College, I was able to obtain a job as
a Student Athlete Mentor for FGCU Athletics, become Personnel Chair
for my sorority (Chi Omega), and study abroad in the beautiful
country of Ireland. I am so thankful for Honors and all of the
opportunities presented to me as an undergraduate. Next May, I will
be attending the Physician Assistant Program at Nova Southeastern
University.

Jennifer Cibelli
My name is Jennifer Cibelli. I will be graduating with a Bachelor of
Arts Degree in Integrated Studies and a Minor in Education. My
plans for the future have changed since first transferring to FGCU
two years ago. FGCU, being a very service-based university, has led
me to a career that I am most passionate about. I have worked
closely with various special needs programs in our community, and
have served as a committee head in Phi Mu Fraternity. I have
played on multiple intramural teams and am a part of four different
organizations on campus, and completed over 100 service-learning
hours in my two years here. My plans after graduation are to return
home to Long Island, New York to complete a Master’s Degree in
Social Work while simultaneously working to obtain a Child Life
Specialist certification. I will also begin a personal training business
which will focus specifically on training individuals with special needs.

Rachel Coulanges
My name is Rachel Coulanges, and I am graduating with a Bachelor’s
Degree in Accounting. I always knew that I did not want to graduate
college with just a piece of paper; I wanted a well-rounded experience.
Being part of the Honors community on campus revealed amazing
opportunities to me. I have been a student-leader, serving FGCU in
positions such as orientation leader, paraprofessional peer advisor,
house manager of the GKP Scholarship House, Honors Mentor, vice
president of Beta Alpha Psi, and so much more. I delved into several
accounting internships with companies such as Enterprise and Gartner
to get hands-on experience and to grow professionally. Recently, I
participated in the Lutgert College of Business/Exchange Program in
Würzburg, Germany, where I took courses in SAP and worked
alongside the CFO of an SAP firm. After graduation, I hope to obtain
my CPA and work in the accounting information systems field.

Melody Futch
My name is Melody Futch, and I am proud to be graduating with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology from FGCU. I have enjoyed my
time at FGCU immensely, through all the highs and lows. I have
loved my time as a Mentor through the Honors College, and I wish I
could have more time in that role. I have thoroughly enjoyed getting
involved in my field through my membership in Psi Chi, internships
with Applied Behavior Health and the Florida Department of Children
and Families, and through my participation in research with a
university faculty member. In the near future, I plan to go to
graduate school and earn my Psy.D. in Clinical Psychology with a
concentration in Forensic Psychology. I look forward to my future
path and I am forever grateful for the wonderful friendships I have
made, and the incredible faculty I have had the opportunity to learn
from. I am happy to call myself a forever Eagle, and am proud to be
an Honors graduate.

Nora Johnson
I am thrilled to be graduating with a B.S. in Finance, Summa Cum
Laude. At FGCU, I have been actively involved in Honors, serving as a
Mentor for two years and then as a Mentor Program leader. From
presenting my research at the National Conference on Undergraduate
Research in Asheville, North Carolina, and then publishing my study in
the conference proceedings, to studying abroad in Ireland, I have
unforgettable memories! Over the past three and a half years, I have
worked diligently in many areas, from serving as a University
Ambassador to volunteering with FGCU St. Baldrick’s Day to interning
with FGCU Athletics Marketing. I am a proud inductee into the 2017
FGCU Hall of Fame. After graduation, I will be moving to Virginia to
begin my career as a Green Coffee Financial Analyst with Massimo
Zanetti Beverage USA, a firm for which I worked as the Commodities
Intern over the past two summers.

Morgan Lee
I have thoroughly enjoyed my time at Florida Gulf Coast
University. I am graduating a semester early from the Nursing
Program with my BSN, Magna Cum Laude, and was recently
inducted into Sigma Theta Tau International Honors Society.
This accomplishment would not be a reality without the support
from my family, friends, and the love of Jesus Christ. During
my time at FGCU, I participated in student research in the
Biotechnology Department, completed an internship abroad in
Jérémie, Haiti, completed an Honors Contract, mentored with
the Nursing Students Association, led with Ignite College
Ministries, and helped start Delight Ministries, a new women’s
ministry on campus. My faith has grown tremendously and it
has helped keep me grounded during my college years. I have
plans to pursue a career in pediatric critical care as an RN with
additional aspirations to participate in medical missions and
potentially pursue a nurse practitioner degree.

Cameron Letch
I am graduating with my Bachelor of Science degree in Finance
with a minor in Economics. Over my past three and a half years
at Florida Gulf Coast University, I have tried to make myself as
involved as possible. I have held leadership positions in the
Gender and Sexuality Alliance, the Lutgert College of Business
Undergraduate Student Advisory Board, and the Hiking Club.
Outside of student organizations, I have also served as a
teaching assistant for the Economics Department. My love of
economics does not stop here. Working with Dr. Kaitlyn
Harger, I have conducted research on Florida’s Qualified
Targeted Industry (QTI) Tax Refund and have had the
opportunity to present that research at both of the National
Conferences on Undergraduate Research and FGCU’s Research
Day. After graduation, I plan to work for a few years before
continuing on to graduate school where I plan to earn my Ph.D.
in Economics.

Susan Lobo
I am very excited to graduate with my Bachelor of Arts in
Psychology this semester. Within Honors, I served on the
Honors Senate. Outside of Honors, I have been involved in
many different areas. I was a member of the Rotaract Club,
Phi Eta Sigma, Psi Chi, and Golden Key International Honour
Society, in which I served as President. The two
organizations I dedicated the most of my time to were my
sorority, Chi Omega, and the Dominican Republic Outreach
Program. The latter has given me the opportunity to have a
leadership role and partake in two service trips to the
Dominican Republic to work with at-risk youth. I was also
lucky enough to participate in the Disney College Program.
After graduation, I plan to take time off to continue
volunteering and gain experience in my field. In the long
run, I hope to pursue a Master’s degree in Marriage and
Family Therapy.

Marshall S. Nathanson III
At FGCU, I was responsible for unifying faculty, staff, and
students across all colleges towards the common goal of
developing a Field Station for Regenerative Studies at the
University’s Buckingham Complex. Despite the
administrative red tape that was presented to the
Buckingham Complex Task Force, we achieved numerous
successes. As a freshman, I leveraged an Honors
Development Grant and a Student Associates for a Greener
Environment (SAGE) Grant to learn several methods of
achieving net-zero student housing at FGCU. I built upon
the knowledge from this study abroad experience with four
additional SAGE grants, two additional Honors Development
Grants, a Seidler Benefaction, and an Edison Garden Club
Scholarship, all of which contributed to food security for
local communities. I incurred more failures than successes
at FGCU; these failures led to an alumna who is committed
to a start-up social enterprise that exemplifies cutting-edge
environmental entrepreneurship.

Lauren Sigmund
I am a Resort and Hospitality Major with a Marketing Minor, and
am graduating a semester early at Florida Gulf Coast University.
Throughout my three and a half years at FGCU, I have immersed
myself into the FGCU Effect culture. Florida Gulf Coast University
has prepared me to be a leader through their Frosh Mosh
leadership summer program in 2014, which paved the way for my
future as an Eagle. I have participated in the Live Learn
Community Leadership Through Service, in which I created a
project for the Naples Zoo to teach children in our community the
importance of sustainability and its correlation with wildlife
population. I have been involved in Area Council and have
received awards for events. I am also a member of Phi Eta
Sigma’s Honors Society, and was their secretary from 2015-2016.
Currently, I am Phi Mu Fraternity’s parent and alumni chair and
have planned various events such as Parent Weekend and Phi Mu
Thanksgiving. I have recently been accepted to the Rosen College
of Hospitality Management at the University of Central Florida for
their Master’s Program.

Stephanie Sirotzke
My name is Stephanie Sirotzke, and I am very excited to be
graduating this fall with a Bachelor of Sciences in Marine
Science. As a transfer student, the Honors College opened my
eyes to truly pushing myself to succeed and get involved with
the community. During my time at FGCU, I have interned at
the Florida Aquarium as well as Loggerhead Marinelife Center,
where I have focused on conservation and education. I have
volunteered for countless organizations such as research for
ReelCycle, mangrove restoration at the Vester lab, assisted
with gopher tortoise conservation, and have performed pubic
education and outreach. It is my goal to focus my future
work on conservation of endangered marine species and the
overall health of our oceans.

Thalia Vazquez
Being in the Honors College has helped me meet new
people, connect with inspirational professors, and find my
passion: social justice. In my Honors Civic Engagement
class, I found the organization S(he) Will Fade, and since
then, have completed over 300 service learning hours
with them. My poetic work has been published, along
with their ethnography, in the FGCU Archives, and after
graduation, I will continue advocating with them, against
sexual assault and sexual violence. For my graduate
program, I will continue studying Psychology, with a
concentration in mental health counseling, while
simultaneously teaching our future generations in the Lee
County Schools. I’m so proud to have been an Honors
Eagle. I hope to find my way back here one day, to teach
as a professor!

