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Emily Albrecht
During my three years at FGCU, I completed a double major in 
forensic studies and criminal justice, and a minor in biology. I was 
lucky to study abroad in Trinidad and Tobago for a week with the 
Honors College. I’ve met many people here and I’m looking 
forward to the future. For the past 2 summers, I’ve worked at 
Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, at the site of the 1969 
Woodstock Festival. I am going back this summer for the 50th 

Anniversary. In the fall, I am starting work with the Jupiter Island 
Public Safety Department, where I competed my internship. I will 
be trained in various aspects in the department. I am also starting 
classes at FAU towards a master’s degree in Criminology & Crim-
inal Justice, with a concentration in Crime & Criminal Behavior. 

Majors: Forensic Studies & Criminal Justice
Minor: Biology
cum laude

Kevin Alexander
While at FGCU I have had several accomplishments. I have done 
two major historical research projects. The first research project 
I completed was with Dr. Paul Bartrop and Jessica Evers on the 
spread of Antisemitism throughout Europe. The second research 
project was with Dr. Michael Epple and focused on how the 
Supreme Court Under William Rehnquist evolved American 
Jurisprudence in the 1980s and 1990s.  My future plans are to go 
to law school at the University of Virginia and obtain my Juris 
Doctorate and M.A. in history as well.

Major: History
Minor: Philosophy
cum laude



Chelsea Atkins
I entered FGCU through the Accelerated Collegiate Experience 
in Fall 2014. A lover of space science and technology, I served as 
Treasurer of the Astrophysics Club, eventually founding FGCU’s 
first Students for the Exploration and Development of Space 
chapter, a nationally recognized non-profit promoting space 
exploration. My astrophysics research led to three separate pre-
sentations at the American Geophysical Union Fall Meeting and 
selection as part of the inaugural class of the American Institute of 
Aeronautics and Astronautics Diversity Scholars program where I 
represented FGCU among students from across the nation at both 
AIAA SciTech in 2017 and AIAA Space in 2018. In 2017, I 
became FGCU’s first SMART scholar, a Department of Defense 
established initiative seeking the top 10% of STEM students 
across the nation to engage in DoD research, internships, and 
post-graduation employment. After graduation, I’ll work at 
Maxwell-Gunter Air Force Base in Montgomery, Alabama.

Major: Software Engineering
Minor: Physics
cum laude

Anne Bailey
I am graduating from FGCU with a B.A. in English and a minor 
in Creative Writing. Starting in Fall 2019, I will be pursuing a 
Juris Doctor (JD) degree at Stetson University College of Law to 
take on a more direct role in advocating for international law and 
security. My most recent service-learning project, The Outreach 
Tree, won the Standing for Social Justice Award on Community 
Engagement Day 2018 for its impact on Southwest Florida’s local 
elderly population. More recently, my short story (“Only a 
Conspiracy”) won the runner-up award for fiction at the FGCU 
Writing Awards (2019). My other creative works have been 
published in The Social Justice Review (2019) and in a national 
student anthology, Creative Communication: Poetic Power (2014, 
2015, 2016).

Major: English
Minor: Creative Writing
magna cum laude



Clair Bailey
Through my time here at FGCU I have had the wonderful 
opportunity to grow as a student leader and academically. I am a 
health science major who plans to go to graduate school for 
Student Affairs and Higher Education. At FGCU, I started my 
journey in RHA Area Council as a delegate for my floor. I have 
been a Resident Assistant in our South Village area for three years 
which has been my pride and joy, served on Dance Marathon Exec 
my junior year and I have also been a part of the National 
Residence Hall Honorary for three years. My junior year, I 
represented our institution on the state, regional, and national level 
as the NRHH Representative and this academic year, I represent 
FGCU regionally through serving on the South Atlantic Affiliate 
of College & University Residence Halls Executive Committee as 
the Coordinating Officer for NRHH & Bid Development. Without 
FGCU, I would have never been able to serve the region where I 
met some of my forever friends, I would have never been able to 
meet my best friends here and the mentors that I gained. I am 
honored to be graduating FGCU as first generation college 
student!

Major: Health Science 
magna cum laude

Paul Berlinsky
The path I took at FGCU was not standard by any means. My 
first year I was a software engineering major with a music minor. 
While I enjoyed my engineering classes, I absolutely loved my 
music classes. I decided to switch to music full time, and I have 
treasured every moment. Thanks to Dr. Bahr, I discovered my 
passion to write music. Music composition isn’t offered at FGCU, 
so I had to take extra classes and independent studies to work 
privately with him. Since then, I have won the Arnold Salop Me-
morial Composition Competition, a work premiered by the FGCU 
Wind Orchestra, and other numerous premieres by my classmates 
at FGCU. I have accepted a scholarship to attend the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City Conservatory of Music and Dance. There I 
will pursue a Master of Music Composition degree to continue the 
development of my skills as a composer.

Major: Music Education, Instrumental Concentration
cum laude



Elisabeth Blain
I’ve volunteered with Candlelighters of Southwest Florida for 
almost eight years, and I’m in the process of learning how to plan 
and run major events. I’ve volunteered with the gift-wrapping 
fundraisers every December, and I help proofread files and 
flyers before they’re sent out to the three hundred families we help 
serve. Through this organization, I’ve received more than 100 
documented service hours. I’ve worked at the Writing Center for 
four semesters, and I will end up working there through graduate 
school. I won third place in a local creative writing contest and 
was published in the BOULD Anthology in January 2019.
I will be attending the English Language Graduate Program at 
FGCU starting in the fall. My intended career path is editing, but I 
would also like to teach creative writing in some form.

Major: English
Minor: Creative Writing
magna cum laude

Andrea Butler
My name is Andrea Butler and I am graduating magna cum laude 
with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing and a minor in French. 
During my four years at FGCU, I have served as a delegate on 
the Area Council for Palmetto Hall, have lived in and served as a 
mentor for the inaugural class of the Women in Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math (WiSTEM) Living Learning 
Community, and have studied nursing and public health abroad in 
Ghana. My senior preceptorship was in the Neuro Intensive Care 
Unit, which solidified my desire to pursue a critical care nursing 
position after graduation. After gaining further critical care 
experience, I plan to return to FGCU for my Doctorate degree 
with hopes of becoming a Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist. 

Major: B.S. Nursing
Minor: French 
magna cum laude



Jacob Byrd
My name is Jacob Byrd and I was born and raised in Burlington, 
New Jersey. Upon graduating high school, I entered the workforce 
in manufacturing at CCL Label to develop firsthand business 
experience. While earning my associate degree part-time, I 
became the youngest press manager, lean leader, and was 
mentored by the company’s top executives. My career shaped my 
passion for financial independence and narrowed my studies to 
finance and the art of sales. I came to FGCU where I dedicated 
myself full-time to my studies, community, and extracurricular 
opportunities. Upon graduation I will be continuing my 
education with the CFA examination and entering the field of 
wealth management or commercial lending, with the desire to own 
and manage a firm someday. My biggest goal is to have a career 
path unlike anyone, as my biggest fear is to just be the same as 
everyone. 

Major: Finance 
cum laude

Gabriela Caballero Placeres
My name is Gabriela Caballero. As a Cuban immigrant, I’m the 
first in my family to attend college in the United States. This 
posed many challenges but thanks to my commitment to 
education I obtained several scholarships that covered my five 
years at FGCU. I was invited to the Honors College my 
sophomore year and I had the opportunity to represent FGCU 
abroad as an exchange student in France. I was also recently 
invited to represent the Marketing Department in an event with 
Hertz’s CEO. For my future plans, I would like to concentrate in 
building my career as a Public Relations Specialist and later on 
work for the federal government.

Majors: Management & Marketing
summa cum laude



Mackenzie	Chappell
My name is Mackenzie Chappell and I will be graduating magna 
cum laude with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Early Childhood 
Education. In my three years at FGCU, I have maintained 
membership in Eagles Educate, am an active member of the 
Honors Education Cohort, and currently hold membership in the 
Kappa Delta Pi Education Honor Society. Upon completion of my 
level II internship in a first-grade classroom, I was inspired to 
pursue a professional teaching position for the grade ranges of 
kindergarten through second. I am most excited to become a role 
model for my students and to make a difference in the 
public-school system that helped me to reach my success. After 
gaining more classroom experience, I plan to further my education 
by pursuing a Master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction. 

Major: Early Childhood Education
magna cum laude

Bo Cherry 
Throughout my time at FGCU, I strove to excel in both leadership 
and service while living to fulfill the qualities of what an FGCU 
student as well as an Honors College student should look like. 
While being a full-time student, I also found time to complete 
over 270 service-learning hours and hold multiple leadership 
positions in RSO’s such as the Wildlife Club and Scuba Diving 
Club. I was active within my major as well, being a part of the 
Herpetology Research Lab and completing a Conservation 
Biology research trip to Ghana. My plans for the future include 
pursuing work in the field of Conservation and Environmental 
Science, as well as returning to graduate school at some point to 
complete a Master’s Degree.

Major: Environmental Studies
Major: Biology
summa cum laude



Monica Davis 
My name is Monica Davis and I will be graduating with a 
bachelor’s in social work. Right after graduation I will be 
embarking the journey of working in foster case management at 
Family Youth Alternatives. I have interned at the Harry Chapin 
Food Bank for the last year and I have been able to put to practice 
the theory learned in class. I would like to say thank you to my 
husband Omar for supporting me in this journey. He was an 
integral part of my achievements. Thank you to my mother, Maria, 
and to the rest of my family for believing in me and encouraging 
me to continue. You are all part of my success. A very special 
thank you to God who has allowed me to graduate with honors, 
today I honor him because without Him, this would not have been 
possible. Thank you!

Major: Social Work, Human Trafficking Concentration 
magna cum laude

Zoe De Poalo
It’s strange to think that I’m graduating, when I feel like I just 
started college yesterday (I know, total cliché). Seriously though, 
time really did fly; especially considering that I didn’t know I 
was graduating so quickly. While here, I got to do so many things 
and a good portion of it was because of the Honors College. As a 
result of multiple Honors Contracts, I have gotten the opportunity 
to complete research, build a personal brand, and curate a show. 
It is because of these experiences that I get to go do even cooler 
things after I graduate in August. Starting in September, I will be a 
graduate Student at Boston University pursuing a master’s degree 
in Advertising. I am very grateful for the little bit that I was at 
FGCU but I can’t wait to see what the world has in store for me.

Major: Marketing
Minors: Advertising and Digital Media Design
cum laude



Marco Del Grosso 
Finally, graduation has arrived. I am sure that my family will 
dearly remember this day since they flew all the way from Italy in 
order to support me. I have been very involved on campus holding 
several Ambassadorship positions. I have created my own event 
which became legacy, the International Friends Café. I was also 
blessed to work with the great leaders of our University, being 
President Mike Martin’s Research Assistant. However, I regard 
to be my greatest achievement the friendship cultivated with my 
peers and community members that embraced me dearly. The 
future still holds a sort of mystery for me but I am sure I will 
pursue my dream to attend law school. Although I will soar away, 
I will always treasure from the experiences gained at Florida Gulf 
Coast, the fellowship nourished, and the laughter shared.

Major: Legal Studies
magna cum laude

Aditya	Deshpande
My name is Aditya Deshpande, but I also go by Andy. I am a Biol-
ogy Major with a Chemistry Minor and Pre-Med concentration. I 
have been a part of FGCU’s Tennis Club since Fall 2016 and have 
been the secretary for the club from Fall 2017-Summer 2018. At 
the Sports Club Council Ceremony in Spring 2017, I won the Best 
Team Spirit Award. I have been a volunteer at Gulf Coast Medical 
Center in the ER and the PACU and have completed 200 hours. 
Moreover, I have been a member of the Honors College, FGCU 
Tri-Beta, FGCU Global Medical Brigades, Phi Eta Sigma, and 
FGCU Cancer Research Program. I have been on the Dean’s List 
for 4 semesters and recently presented our research on 
Embryotoxicity at the Natural Sciences Symposium, winning the 
third prize for best poster. After graduation, I aim to attend 
Medical School. 

Major: B.S. Biology, Pre-Professional Concentration 
Minor: Chemistry
cum laude



Julieth Diaz Calvo
I am an international student from Panama who came to America 
with the dream of a better education, and a change in perspective 
and reality. I owe my most exciting and rewarding experiences 
to the Office of Housing and Resident Life (Resident Assistant), 
International Student Organization (Marketing Officer), 
Catholic Student Organization (President and Treasurer), Society 
of Hispanic Professional Engineers, National Society of Black 
Engineers, National Residence Hall Honorary and Women’s 
Soccer Club. My journey at FGCU has built me into the woman 
I am today. It has allowed me to explore my boundaries and the 
best of my abilities. Today, I am certain that wherever I go, I will 
shine. My education has given me all the necessary tools I need to 
excel. After graduation, I will be working as a Software 
Developer for the #1 bank in Panama, which has the biggest 
technology center in the country. 

Major: Software Engineering
magna cum laude

Noah Drake
I was born in Farmer City, Illinois in 1998. I was homeschooled 
all my life; I was mostly taught by my Mom until I was around 
eleven years old, at which point I started teaching myself. My Dad 
got a little tired of working, so he retired, and we moved to Cape 
Coral when I was thirteen. In high school, my parents got me 
involved in ballroom dance and theater. I enjoyed dancing so 
much that I performed for all sorts of crowds: from nursing homes 
to Disney Springs and everywhere in between. Eventually, I 
decided to stop messing around and started college when I was 16. 
While at FGCU, I’ve been Honored to have opportunities to work 
with both faculty and other students in furthering the pursuit of 
knowledge. I am beginning the Ph.D. program in mathematics at 
Florida Atlantic University this Fall.

Major: B.S. in Mathematics
summa cum laude



Lourbiane Duverseau
My name is Lourbiane Duverseau and I am from Naples, Florida. 
I am a Psychology major and I am passionate about the mental 
health and wellbeing of others. During my time at FGCU, I had an 
opportunity to meet some wonderful professors, colleagues, and 
friends that made my experience phenomenal. I learned to 
articulate and advocate on the behalf of others in regard to social 
justice issues. I learned to be a better civically engaged citizen 
through various service-learning projects and researcher 
endeavors. My future goals include attending graduate school to 
earn my masters in Clinical Mental Health Counseling. I hope 
to contribute to the efforts to destigmatize seeking mental health 
support. In addition, I hope to advocate on the behalf of people 
of color because culture barriers still exist when it comes to their 
mental health and wellbeing. Ultimately, my goal is to live a life 
dedicated to service and happiness. 

Major: Psychology
magna cum laude

Natalie Finazzo
Over my time at FGCU I have been a part of a sorority called Phi 
Mu with an amazing and supportive group of women. I also went 
through the Entrepreneurship Runway program, started up a 
business, and was granted seed funding after successfully pitching 
to investors. This past summer I participated in the Lutgert 
College of Business exchange program at Audencia Business 
School in Nantes, France for 2 months. This past school year I 
completed an internship at Raymond James Financial Services in 
Naples as an Executive Portfolio Assistant. Now I am excited to 
start my career at Synovus Bank in Naples as an Associate Banker 
after graduation. My hard work has helped me in graduating with 
a B.S. in Finance and Minor in Entrepreneurship. In addition, 
graduating from the Honors College with cum laude recognition.  

Major: B.S. Finance
Minor: Entrepreneurship
cum laude



Klaudia Fisheku
My name is Klaudia Fisheku, and I am majoring in Computer 
Information Systems with a minor in Economics. I am currently 
interning at Arthrex as an Applications Architect Intern in the Global 
Information Systems Department. I am very thankful for this 
opportunity due to the fact that I am gaining real-life experience in 
my field of study. I started my internship during the summer of 2018 
and have continued ever since. I also have the pleasure of working 
with Arthrex’s Business Intelligence and Enterprise Integrations 
teams. By helping these teams complete projects and attending 
multiple meetings on a daily basis, I have the pleasure of gaining 
hands-on experience, and learning what working in a prestigious 
office setting is like. Upon graduation, I plan on obtaining a full-time 
position at Arthrex. My future goal is to be an Enterprise Architect, 
and eventually, one day I dream of becoming a Chief Information’s 
Officer (CIO). The CIS Capstone Honor’s Contract led to some 
bigger opportunities. My research recently got accepted for 
Publication in the HCI Conference Proceedings. My paper will 
appear in Springer’s LNCS and LNAI series, and I will be presenting 
my research at the Human Computer Interaction Conference in July. 

Major: Computer Information Systems
Minor: Economics
summa cum laude

Megan Gallagher
Being a part of the Honors College has been the root of my 
success at FGCU. Endless opportunities from Honors has allowed 
me to grow into the young professional that I am today. From 
receiving funding to conduct research in Southwest Florida on 
sarcopenia, which is the loss of lean muscle mass and diminished 
function, to traveling abroad to gain a deeper understanding of 
the Irish culture, I am truly grateful for the support that I have 
received over the past four years. From this, I have developed a 
passion for helping older adults age successfully. I plan to utilize 
all the knowledge, skills, and abilities gained through the 
Exercise Science program to implement programs that will help 
older adults maintain the highest quality of life possible. Slàinte!

Major: Exercise Science
cum laude



Brianna Ganzini
During my time at FGCU, I have been involved in the Housing 
community with Area Council and the Resident Housing 
Association (RHA) for two years. I will be attending graduate 
school at the University of Texas at Austin and will be pursuing 
my master’s in Higher Education Leadership and Policy. At UT 
Austin, I will have an assistantship in the Dean of Students office 
to further my learning and immersion into higher education. 

Major: Integrated Studies, Communication and Creative 
Writing Concentrations
cum laude

Cameron Gehrke
I have been so fortunate to be in the Honors College for all four 
years of my undergraduate career. In this time, I have served as a 
Mentor, a Senator, and a University Ambassador, plus I have 
studied abroad, conducted research, attended conferences, and 
made so many connections along the way. This past year I was 
able to take on the roles of Student Director of the University 
Ambassador Program and the Assistant Director of the Honors 
College Mentor Program, both of which were the highlight of my 
senior year. This semester I accepted a spot in the FGCU MSOT 
program starting in the Fall of 2019. I plan to further my 
education in the future with a PhD to help me teach others and 
conduct research to help expand the field of occupational therapy.

Major: Community Health 
summa cum laude



Juliet Giganti
While being in the Exercise Science program, I have completed 
two internships that provided me with an immense amount of 
knowledge that I will be able to apply to my future career path 
as a physical therapist. I have been able to work with diverse 
populations that range from injured athletes to individuals with 
Parkinson’s Disease that are fighting to slow the progression of 
their symptoms. After graduation, I am attending Cleveland State 
University’s Doctor of Physical Therapy Program. I plan to 
specialize in neurological physical therapy to rehabilitate 
individuals with neuromuscular disorders, spinal cord injuries, 
and traumatic brain injuries. 

Major: Exercise Science
magna cum laude 

Contessa Gilman
My name is Contessa Gilman and in the Fall of 2015 I was 
privileged to move from a rural town split by the border of West 
Virginia and Kentucky to begin college at FGCU. I dove into the 
opportunities college offered immediately by joining the Women 
in STEM Living-Learning community. During Freshman year, 
my passion for science developed further, which led me to par-
ticipate in liver cancer research and studying abroad to focus on 
Conservational Biology in South Africa. I then shared my passion 
by volunteering as a Biology ITA and working as a WiSTEM 
Program Mentor. Throughout my endeavors at FGCU, I was also 
volunteering and shadowing at medical offices as well as working 
as a home nurse. This is where my passion for science narrowed 
to a drive to pursue a career in medicine. In May of 2019, I will 
begin my next journey as a Physician Assistant student at Nova 
Southeastern University.

Major: Community Health
Minor: Biology
magna Cum Laude



Amanda Glorio-Riley
In my time at FGCU I have grown so much as a person and in 
my profession. From being Director of Camp Kesem, Panhellenic 
Delegate for Zeta Tau Alpha, Recruitment Counselor for NPC, 
and a Senator for the Honors College; I have found a passion for 
helping others even outside of my field of study. Within my 
major, I have had the opportunity to have two internships in 
special education classrooms in both Lee and Collier counties and 
one with Special Olympics Michigan. I also was able to study 
abroad and teach English to students in Hungary. These 
opportunities led me to my love of helping young children and 
especially those with Autism. I will be continuing my education 
at The Ohio State University to complete my masters in Special 
Education with a concentration in Applied Behavior Analysis.      

Major: Special Education
magna cum laude 

Kate Hanson
I am graduating in three years with a B.S. in Resort and 
Hospitality Management and a minor in Marketing. My first year 
at FGCU, I had the amazing opportunity to be an Orientation 
Leader for Eagle View Orientation and assist incoming students 
and their parents in their transition to this incredible University. I 
completed two hospitality internships during my three years; one 
Food & Beverage Internship at The Club at Barefoot Beach and 
the other in Event Management at Something Borrowed Event 
Décor & Styling. My sophomore year I became a lifetime member 
of the Kappa Chi chapter of Alpha Chi Omega and served as both 
the Merchandise Chair and Formal Chair. After graduation, I have 
accepted a Management in Training position with Enterprise and 
will be continuing my education by pursuing a Master’s in 
Business Administration at FGCU.

Major: Resort and Hospitality Management
Minor: Marketing 
magna cum laude 



Dana Indihar
The accomplishments I have made during my time at FGCU that I 
am most proud of are all due in some part to the Honors College. 
As a freshman, I took an Honors course called Virus Hunters that 
forever changed the direction of my future. Not only did I 
discover a profound passion for research, I was also introduced 
to my undergraduate mentor, Dr. Scott Michael, who helped 
shape my interest in virology. My past accomplishments include 
two publications in Genbank as well as invitations to present my 
research at both national and regional conferences. In addition, I 
will have completed my bachelor’s degree in biology in just three 
years, along with minors in chemistry and interdisciplinary studies 
while maintaining above a 3.8 GPA. Finally, I will be pursuing 
my PhD in the Biomedical Sciences (Microbiology Theme) at the 
University of Alabama, Birmingham starting in the fall.

Major: Biology (B.S.)
Minors: Chemistry & Interdisciplinary Studies
magna cum laude

Kathryn Kastler
My name is Katie Kastler and I am graduating with a degree in 
Exercise Science. I have been involved in many different 
organizations at Florida Gulf Coast University and have been 
able to grow tremendously, both personally and professionally. I 
am continuing my education at The University of Florida in their 
Doctorate of Physical Therapy Program this Fall. I want to thank 
each of my professors and instructors, especially Dr. Bauer, for 
being great role models and mentors during my time at FGCU. 

Major: Exercise Sceince
magna cum laude



Carly Kotlarski
I’m from Punta Gorda, FL and started at FGCU in 2015. I am 
proud to be graduating cum laude with Honors with a B.S. in Fi-
nance. I have spent the last one and a half years working for UBS 
Financial Services, one of the nation’s top wealth management 
firms. In addition, I’ve received a full time offer from UBS and 
will continue my employment there upon graduation. In the 
future, I see myself as a Financial Advisor, working to help 
others navigate their finances and accomplish their goals. I have 
also completed a Spanish minor and have achieved conversational 
fluency. During the summer of my sophomore year, I spent five 
weeks in Costa Rica, expanding my Spanish vocabulary and 
volunteering with local churches and communities. In my spare 
time, I enjoy spending time with family and friends, reading, 
traveling, and trying new food as a self-proclaimed foodie. 

Major: Finance
Minor: Spanish
cum laude

Laura Kutey
I have thoroughly enjoyed and excelled in my FGCU 
undergraduate work in just three years. With the help of Dr. 
Martin Bourgeois, I wrote and submitted my own IRB-approved 
research project, and I am currently in the process of collecting 
data. I am also currently an intern at Virtus Behavioral Health, 
where I have the opportunity to work hands-on with children who 
are on the autism spectrum. I have developed a love for 
working with special needs children, which I did not previously 
know about myself. I am humbled to say that I was one of only 
four chosen candidates to be an Instructional Assistant for the 
psychology department, where I am able to help both professors 
and psychology students. Lastly, I am so excited to say that I will 
be continuing my FGCU journey this coming fall as I begin my 
Master’s Degree in Clinical Mental Health Counseling. 

Major: Psychology
Minors: Theatre & Gender Studies 
summa cum laude



Brianna Lee
My name is Brianna Lauren Lee and I’m graduating with a major 
in health science. I currently have over 3,000 hours working as a 
medical assistant. Currently, I’m working in dermatology/
plastic surgery but I have a history of working in primary care, 
pain management, and ophthalmology during my time at Florida 
Gulf Coast University to exceed my knowledge in multiple 
healthcare specialties. In my spare time, I’ve volunteered as a 
medical assistant at the Senior Friendship Centers to help 
low-income senior citizens in Collier County. I’ve recently been 
accepted into multiple Physician Assistant programs and have 
decided to attend Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and 
Sciences. Throughout this program, I’ll have the opportunity to 
have rotations at award-winning hospitals in Boston, 
Massachusetts.

Major: Health Science
magna cum laude

Diana	Lopez
My name is Diana Lopez, I was raised in Immokalee. Since 
arriving to FGCU in Fall 2017, I have excelled academically and 
have been placed on the Dean’s and Presidents List, earning a 3.9 
GPA. I participated in the 3-day Immokalee Immersion Trip. I 
accumulated 270 service-learning hours. I have interned at 
Lutheran Service Florida with foster parent licensing and child 
welfare case management accumulating over 500 hours of field. 
I will be graduating with a Bachelor of Social Work. I was a 
research assistant in the Immokalee Latino Health Project and 
BSW student representative. Through my hard work and 
dedication, I have been accepted to the Advance-Standing Master 
of Social Work Program at FGCU. I plan to become a medical 
social worker in pediatrics. Someday, I hope to create a foundation 
for at-risk youth in Immokalee. I thank everyone who has been 
with me in this journey. 

Major: Social Work
Minor: Gender Studies
summa cum laude



Rogeena Lynch
My name is Rogeena Lynch and I am an international student 
from Jamaica. During my time at FGCU, I have had many 
opportunities to be involved on campus with different 
departments and organizations. I am currently serving as a 
Multicultural Ambassador from the MLD office and as a Resident 
Assistant in Northlake Village. During my time at FGCU, I have 
amassed over 160 service learning hours and taken part in various 
service events such as the Immokalee Immersion Trip, Relay for 
Life, and mission trips around Southwest Florida. I also 
co-founded the House of Peace (HOP) student organization which 
is a Christ centered organization that seeks to help individuals 
develop/strengthen their relationship with Christ. As a Legal 
Studies Major and a Philosophy minor, my main area of focus is 
in Family Law and Domestic Violence and I hope to do advocacy 
work within and outside of the courtroom. 
 
Major: Legal Studies
Minor: Philosophy
summa cum laude

Rachel Magliulo
I worked through the curriculum to complete a Bachelor of 
Science in Clinical Laboratory Science with a Minor in Chemistry 
and will be graduating in cum laude with Honors. I participated in 
a year long clinical rotation with Florida Hospital Tampa, where 
I worked closely with medical technologists in the hematology, 
chemistry, and microbiology laboratories, as well as the blood 
bank learning and understanding how to perform clinical analyses 
to assist patient diagnosis. I will be taking the Medical College 
Admission Test soon in pursuit of Medical school with a specialty 
in cardiology. 

Major: Clinical Laboratory Science
Minor: Chemistry
cum laude



Rosaura Martinez
I started college as a dual enrollment student in 2015. Four years 
later, I am happy to say that I will be graduating with my 
Bachelors of Science in Economics at age 20. Through my college 
career I have been a member of two Honor Societies, have been 
Dean Listed more than once, and I have completed an internship 
in Economics. My internship guided my path to my future, and I 
have received an offer for a full-time position after graduation at 
my current internship sponsor. After graduation, I plan to continue 
my studies by entering a master’s program with Florida 
International University. This is not the end, just a mere step 
towards an amazing beginning.

Major: Economics
cum laude

Kaliegh McFadden
I am graduating magna cum laude with a B.A. in Psychology and 
a Creative Writing minor. This fall, I will continue my flight as an 
Eagle as a graduate student seeking a dual M.A. degree in Clinical 
Mental Health Counseling and School Counseling. I was the first 
FGCU student to be accepted into the Harlaxton College Study 
Abroad Program in England and one of the first three to attend, 
and I am a founding member of the FGCU PAGES Program. I am 
also a proud sister of Delta Delta Delta Sorority. My plans for the 
future are to take each day as it comes with as much positivity and 
gratitude as I possibly can!

Major: Psychology
Minor: Creative Writing
magna cum laude



Leah Meredith
My name is Leah Meredith and I will be graduating magna cum 
laude with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Special Education. In my 
four years at FGCU, I have been a Step-Ahead Mentor, an active 
Honors Education Cohort member, and have held membership 
and leadership positions in the Kappa Delta Pi Education Honors 
Society. I completed two internships in the Lee County School 
District. I have recently accepted my first professional position at 
North Fort Myers High School for the 2019-2020 school year as a 
teacher for students with intellectual disabilities. I will also be the 
Junior Varsity volleyball coach at this school for the upcoming 
academic year. I am most looking forward to diving deeper into 
the teaching profession and advocating for my students. In the 
near future, I plan on obtaining my M.Ed in Special Education to 
better my professional practice. 

Major: Special Education 
magna cum laude

Carolyne Mesa
I am a dual Philosophy and Communication major with a minor 
in Critical Theory graduating summa cum laude. Within my four 
years attending Florida Gulf Coast University, I was extensively 
involved in the pre-law organization, eventually serving as 
president. I served as a teacher’s assistant in four different 
upper-level classes and as an Honors Mentor. I have volunteered 
extensively for non-profits such as Guardian ad Litem, Calusa 
Nature Center and Planetarium, Legal Aid, and ACT. In spring 
2018, I studied Comparative European Law and Human Rights 
and Constitutional Adjudication in Macerata, Italy. Post-gradua-
tion, I plan on attending the Critical Language Institute in Arizona 
State University to learn Uzbek. Later on, I intend on pursuing 
law school to later work for the Department of Justice or USAID. 

Major: Philosophy & Communication 
Minor: Critical Theory
summa cum laude



Eyllen Miranda
I am a bilingual 21-year-old who is also a first-generation college 
student. I am the oldest of my 4 siblings. I have accomplished 
over 200 hours of community service in my 3 years at FGCU. I 
say three years because I graduated high school on June 4th, 2016.  
I have also been working for 2 years as an Emergency Room 
Scribe for the NCH Health System. I will be attending Lake Erie 
College of Osteopathic Medicine (LECOM) in Bradenton, FL 
to complete a medical degree and become an Emergency Room 
Pediatric Physician.

Major: Biochemistry 
cum laude

Dominique Mobley
I am an Honors College senior from Lakeland, Florida majoring 
in Resort and Hospitality Management with a concentration in 
Event Management. I have enjoyed every aspect of my leadership 
journey on campus. I currently serve as the President of the Sigma 
Upsilon Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc., Assistant 
Director of Alternative Breaks and a Peer Academic Leader. Some 
of my past campus involvements include Resident and Orientation 
Assistant, Student Government Senator, and Vice President of the 
National Panhellenic Council. In addition to being involved in my 
campus community, I am actively involved in the Southwest 
Florida community. I completed a volunteer internship with 
Make-A-Wish Foundation of Southern Florida and have 
maintained a community partnership with Summit Church 
serving in Family Ministries throughout my college career. 
Following graduation, I will utilize my collegiate experiences to 
enhance the lives of students, children, and families.

Major: Resort and Hospitality Management
Concentration: Event Management 
cum laude 



Laura Montalvo
As a member of the Honors College for the past four years, I have 
had the opportunity to enhance my personal transformation as an 
undergraduate student through my community engagement and 
leadership development. Some of my greatest accomplishments 
at this university include: Being an Honors Mentor for incoming 
freshmen for the past three years, serving as an Honors Senator 
for four years, leading as the social committee chair during my 
senior year, and becoming the president for the student organiza-
tion “Pause for Paws.” My future plans include attending graduate 
school for environmental science and pursuing a career in water 
quality research in Southwest, Florida. 

Major: Biology (B.S.), Organismal Biology and Ecology 
Concentration
cum laude

Nicholas Norberg
I completed my college experience within four years of admission 
as a bioengineering student. During my time at FGCU, I 
volunteered with Habitat for Humanity, was an Honors Mentor, 
and held a leadership position in the biomedical engineering 
society student organization. I plan to attend a master’s program in 
biomedical engineering at Florida International University starting 
Fall 2019.

Major: Biomedical Engineering
cum laude



Rachel O’Dell
While at FGCU, I have had the opportunity to participate in study 
abroads, research, and leadership. My Freshman year began with 
two study abroad trips to explore German Culture and Europe-
an Theatre. These trips inspired me to begin researching, and I 
completed my first research project by planning the Paris portion 
of my trip. From there I discovered my passion for science and 
began researching in Biotechnology, a project I have continued for 
4 years. I also used my History Major to explore the origins and 
modern implications of female inequities in healthcare by present-
ing my paper on hysteria at an International conference. While 
pursuing research in multiple forms I also served as a leader on 
campus acting as an Honors Mentor, Eagle I Ambassador, 
President of German Club and Red Cross Club, tutored/TA 
Physics, Biology, and Writing, and finally founding members of 
the largest Lions International Campus Club in the US. These 
opportunities shaped me and I will take them with me to Medical 
School at Wayne State University 

Major: History 
Minor: Biology 
magna cum laude

Bryan Oliva-Infante
Being the first is never easy. The experience consists of constant 
uncertainty with many trials and many errors. I came to FGCU 
as a first generation college student and a first generation Latino 
American. From the start, I decided to use the opportunity of 
attending college as a platform to bring justice to my community. 
I did so by serving in a variety of leadership positions. These 
positions include: Student Government Senator, Eagle View 
Orientation Leader, President and Founder of FGCU for 
Dreamers, SG Assistant Director of External Affairs, Community 
Organizing Fellow for NextGen America, Deputy Political 
Director for the Florida College Democrats, and Vice President of 
Communications for the Sigma Delta Chapter of Sigma Lambda 
Beta International Fraternity Incorporated. Most importantly, I 
serve as an activist for my people. After graduation, I will be 
joining the labor movement as a political and legislative advocate 
for one of the largest workers’ rights organizations in the nation.

Major: Political Science
Minor: Psychology, Peace and Social Justice
magna cum laude 



Samuel	Palmisano
I am graduating this semester with a degree in Economics. I grew 
up in Weston, Florida and came to FGCU as a freshman in June 
2016. My most impactful experience at FGCU has been attend-
ing the LeaderShape Institute, where I developed a vision using 
my passions of economics and sustainability. With over 550 
service-learning hours, I have made service a priority. I have also 
served in the Multicultural & Leadership Development Center, 
Student Government, Housing & Residence Life, Eagle News, 
Student Alumni Association, and many other campus organiza-
tions. I plan on earning my MBA and Masters in Engineering at 
FGCU. My career goal is to be a chief sustainability officer and 
develop sustainable business plans for corporations. My favorite 
quote is from Isaac Newton: “If I have seen further, it is because I 
stood on the shoulders of giants.”

Major: Economics
cum laude

Dana Peteroy
During my undergraduate studies, I have completed three 
Honors Embedded classes, one of which led to a presentation at 
FGCU’s Humanities Research Night. This paper is one I plan to 
focus on in graduate school under the continued mentorship of 
Dr. Crone-Romanovski. I have a forthcoming creative writing 
publication in FGCU’s Mangrove Review. I was an intern at the 
Writing Center my Freshman year in Spring 2017 and have been 
working as a Writing Consultant since then. I also will be 
completing an Honors Summer Research Fellowship this 
summer with Dr. Tolhurst as an Editorial Assistant. I will be
starting graduate school in Fall 2019 in the FGCU English 
Master’s Program and will also be completing a Graduate 
Assistantship at the Writing Center. My future career plans 
revolve around obtaining a Ph.D. and becoming a high school 
English teacher, a college professor, an editor/publisher, or an 
author.

Major: English
Minors: Education & Creative Writing
summa cum laude 



Miller Quinones
My name is Miller Quinones and I will be graduating with a 
degree in Exercise Science. I have thoroughly enjoyed my four 
years here as I have been able to build my knowledge as a 
student, as well as develop my skills as a future professional 
through involvement in the many organizations FGCU has to 
offer. After graduating, I intend to work in the exercise science 
field in preparation to attend graduate school for physical thera-
py in fall 2020. I would like to thank all of the faculty I have met 
throughout my experience here, especially Professor Satkoski for 
instilling a passion for service in me, and Dr. Bauer in particular 
for being an excellent role model for the type of practitioner I 
strive to be.

Major: Exercise Science
cum laude

Angela Radaszewski
I am originally from a small town called Huntley outside of 
Chicago, Illinois. I have two younger brothers, one of them has 
special needs. At a young age I decided I wanted to pursue a 
career in occupational therapy. Becoming more involved in the 
aiding of the special needs community has always been a passion 
of mine. I moved to Florida in 2015 to attend Florida Gulf Coast 
University. I chose to earn my degree in community health. I 
became involved in the community by volunteering in special 
education classrooms and local nonprofits. I was offered an 
internship position at My Autism Connection® and gladly 
accepted. After just over a year, I applied for a paid position as 
Program Coordinator at the organization. I was hired and can
continue making a meaningful impact to the adults that our 
organization serves.

Major: Community Health
magna cum laude 



Lauren	Raponi
My name is Lauren Raponi I am a transfer student from Toronto 
Ontario, Canada. I am graduating cum laude with a Bachelor of 
Science in Business with a major Marketing and with Distinction 
from the Honors College. I have accomplished completing my 
undergraduate degree in four years, attaining all four pillars, and a 
research-based branding project for the FGCU Library. After 
graduation, my future plans are to pursue a career in Market 
Research and work towards a masters degree in Research and 
Analytics. 

Major: Marketing
cum laude

Nicole	SanFilippo
My accomplishments during my time at Florida Gulf Coast 
University have allowed me to live out my values and passions 
of serving others. I worked as a Resident Assistant (RA) for two 
academic years and two summer semesters, in which I had the 
opportunity to lead and mentor 150-200 first year students. After 
two years as an RA, I was selected to become a Residence Life 
Team Assistant (RLTA), in which I oversaw the administrative 
responsibilities of 14 RAs in the Glades neighborhood of North 
Lake Village. In addition to the Office of Housing and Residence 
Life, I served in the Office of Prevention and Wellness as Peer 
Educator, where I educated the student body on various health 
topics. This Fall, I will be attending Marine Corps Officer 
Candidate School in Quantico, Virginia. In the military, I hope 
to lead and serve on an even greater scale.

Major: Public Health
cum laude



Victoria	SanFilippo
Throughout my time at FGCU, I became passionate to immerse 
myself in involvements to impact the student body. I worked as 
a Resident Assistant for two years, aiding in the social, academ-
ic, and personal development of freshmen students. Within the 
Honors College, I served in the Senate, presented research, and 
took part in a service project entitled ‘Trails for Tails’, running 
in a 240-mile relay to Key West, raising $4000 for the Ocean 
Conservancy. I was involved in Student Government, serving as 
a Senator and then as the Director of Sustainability, organizing 
events on campus such as the Farmers’ Markets. I also worked as 
a Real Food Challenge intern with Campus Dining and researched 
the sustainability of campus food. Additionally, I was involved in 
the Vegan and Vegetarian Club and the Philosophy Club. I aspire 
to attend law school and become a reservist in the military in the 
future. 

Major: Legal Studies
Minor: Philosophy
cum laude

Hannah	Seitz	Pereira
My undergraduate career at FGCU has been so rewarding! 
Traveling to Trinidad and Tobago as a student explorer and again 
as a student mentor, and to México on a study abroad trip were 
incredible experiences that have shaped me into a global citizen. 
With the guidance and inspiration from mentors and professors 
such as Drs. Nicola Foote, Jan Meij, Ted Thornhill, Mari DeWees, 
Tunde Szecsi, and Debra Giambo, I have gained the confidence to 
apply what I have learned in my sociology and education courses, 
and research experiences to my future endeavors. Additionally, 
serving as an Honors Mentor, an Honors Senator, a service-learn-
er, and an activist (to name a few), has solidified my passions 
and values for liberation and justice for members of marginalized 
communities. Because of all of these people and experiences, I am 
equipped to serve my community here in Southwest, Florida after 
graduation for a period of time before pursuing a Doctor of 
Philosophy in Sociology.

Major: Sociology 
summa cum laude 



Maxwell	Shrem
My name is Maxwell Shrem and I am a Legal Studies major from 
Boca Raton, FL. I will be continuing my education next year at 
the University of Florida Levin College of Law. I completed over 
one-thousand community service hours as a four year student 
manager for FGCU men’s basketball, and have become a tremen-
dous leader through it. In addition to being a student-manager 
for FGCU men’s basketball, I served as the event coordinator for 
Chabad at FGCU, and was a marketing intern for FGCU athletics.  
I have also completed community service hours with the FGCU 
Food Pantry, the Boys and Girls Club of Lee County, Peace River 
Wildlife Center, and the Abuse Counseling & Treatment Center. 
After law school, my dream is to become a sports agent or 
corporate attorney.

Major: Legal Stuides
summa cum laude

Ashley	Simmons
I am grateful to be graduating from the Honors College and 
proud to soon be an alumna of the FGCU College of Education. I 
look forward to continuing to educate local elementary school 
students, in Lee County, post-graduation. I extend sincere 
gratitude to the College of Education faculty. Above all, I am 
thankful to have had incredible support and ongoing love from 
my family throughout my collegiate experience. Go Eagles! 

Major: Elementary Education
magna cum laude



Joshua	Sloan
During my time at Florida Gulf Coast University, I have become 
the President of two business honor societies, Beta Alpha Psi and 
Beta Gamma Sigma. I have also completed three research papers 
on the topics of accounting, one of which is being published in 
the proceedings of the 2019 Clute Institute Business Conference 
in Denver. Following graduation, I plan to study for the Certified 
Public Accountant examination and continue working for a public 
accounting firm.

Major: Accounting
magna cum laude

Daniel	Smith
Entering the Honors College at FGCU 4 years ago was the easy 
part; but what occurred over the past 4 years has given me the 
knowledge, skills, and confidence needed for the next step in my 
journey. I have had the opportunity to do research both in the field 
and in the lab. I was able to use my research skills and create a 
program for the dining halls to better understand the student 
population and their buying habits that will help dining 
services meet the needs and wants of its customers going forward. 
I worked on a conservation with lemurs and traveled oversees 
to Croatia and Israel, where I had the opportunity to learn about 
other cultures first hand. As I leave FGCU, I take all that I have 
learned and will continue to do research in a lab environment 
where I can make an impact on society. 

Major: Anthropology
Minor: Sociology
cum laude



Fabiana	Solano
I am a first-generation student from Venezuela., and have been 
very involved during the past three years at FGCU. I have been 
an active spokesperson for FGCU, an advocate for sustainability, 
Residential Conduct Committee Chair for Housing, FPRA Com-
munications Director and FPRA Award Winner, and a student 
photographer all while graduating in three years with a 4.0 in my 
major and concentration. My plans after graduating are to work 
on my newly started photography business, pursue a master’s 
degree in Public Administration at FGCU in the Fall after finding 
a place in governmental relations, and joining the FGCU Interna-
tional City Managers Association Student Chapter. My love for 
excellence and learning doesn’t stop there as I will be entering my 
award-winning FGCU PAGES Program Campaign into the FPRA 
Golden Image Award, a statewide public relations award 
ceremony happening at the FPRA annual conference in August 
of this year.

Major: Communication, Public Relations Concentration
Minor: Marketing
magna cum laude

Brian	Szkutnik
My name is Brian Szkutnik. I am originally from New York and 
my first language was Polish. I am majoring in forensic studies 
with minors in chemistry and psychology. During my time at 
Florida Gulf Coast University, I have had the opportunity to do 
many great things and meet some amazing people. Some of these 
accomplishments includes being a Mentor in the Honors College 
as well as receiving the award for the Best Undergraduate Oral 
Presentation at the FGCU Research Day. Upon graduation, my 
plans are to join the United States Air Force and eventually pursue 
a career in the medical field. 

Major: Forensic Studies
Minors: Chemistry & Psychology
magna cum laude



Taylor	Trapano
Hello, my name is Taylor Trapano. I am an Elementary Education 
major, graduating cum laude. I will be getting married June 22nd, 
2019 and hopefully working in a kindergarten classroom in the 
fall. I don’t know what tomorrow will hold, or even an hour from 
now. However, I will chose to find joy in the journey that God has 
set before me. 

Major: Elementary Education
cum laude

Taylor	Turner
As a first generation student I got heavily involved with TRiO 
Student Support Services (SSS). I served as a Peer Coach, Student 
Assistant, and a Peer Intern. The staff at SSS has helped me to find 
myself and to pursue my passion which is Student Affairs. I plan 
on continuing my education at the University of Florida in the 
Student Personnel in Higher Education program and I will have an 
assistantship in the Machen Florida Opportunity Scholars (MFOS) 
office working closely with first-generation college students. I 
wouldn’t be where I am today without the wonderful work that all 
of the SSS staff does every day to help students achieve their best. 
I am beyond grateful for the opportunities I have had at Florida 
Gulf Coast and I cannot wait to begin my journey towards my 
dream career.

Major: Communications 
magna cum laude  



Sandra	Un	Jan	Contreras
My name is Sandra Un Jan, and I am graduating with a Bachelor 
of Science in Environmental Engineering. Throughout my 
undergraduate studies, I have been involved with the Honors 
College, which allowed me to have a well-rounded education. 
It encouraged me to get involved with service learning, broaden 
my perspective and points of view through Honors classes, and 
encouraged me to participate in research. After graduation, I will 
start a Ph.D. program in Environmental Engineering at 
Washington State University.

Major: Enviormental Engineering

Kristina Valladares
My name is Kristina Valladares and I am from Lakeland, Florida. 
I am a first generation college student and will be graduating with 
a Bachelors in Biology. While attending FGCU, I have had the 
opportunity to join the Phi Eta Sigma National Honor Society, as 
well as the TriBeta National Honor Society. My plans after 
graduation are to attend graduate school to earn my Masters in 
Medical Sciences. 

Major: Biology
magna cum laude



Jamie Vargas
My name is Jamie Vargas and I am extremely grateful to have 
come to FGCU. This school facilitated the discovery of my true 
passion: sustainability. One class in particular sparked that pas-
sion, and it was FGCU: Living the Sustainability Mission with Dr. 
Roca. She inspired me beyond words, so much so that I 
decided to take an internship with her and GreenFaith. GreenFaith 
is a nonprofit organization that works to inspire every religion to 
care for this planet. Through GreenFaith, we created GreenFaith 
Inspirations. They are a continuous set of eco-spiritual/inspira-
tional quotes that are posted daily on all of GreenFaith’s social 
platforms. After the internship, GreenFaith hired me to continue 
inspiring the world. This past year I had the honor of working for 
the CESE and putting on events like TTWSD and the Rachel 
Carson Distinguished Lecture. My future plans involve starting 
my own business with the environment in mind.

Major: Entrepreneurship 
magna cum laude

Sebastian	Weber
For the past 10+ years I’ve been working in the IT and Electronics 
sector in Germany. After traveling around the world, I moved to 
the United States in 2014 and transferred to FGCU in 2016 as a 
Computer Information Systems student with a minor in Education. 
I was hired at the Helpdesk for the Library Systems & Technology 
and I am employed as an Engineering Teacher at a STEAM High 
School in Naples. Those jobs were made possible thanks to the 
invaluable experiences I gained at FGCU. When not studying or 
working, I am implementing my own permaculture farm, applying 
what I learned and combining my passions for technology, 
education, and sustainability. I just got accepted into FGCU’s 
Master of Information Systems. My career goal is a meaningful 
position in the technology education field where I can improve my 
life, my surroundings, and help others to do the same.

Major: Computer Information Systems
Minor: Education
magna cum laude



Luke Westlake
My name is Luke Westlake I am an environmental studies major 
with minors in geology and climate change. Throughout my 
college career I have been able to create a new sports club, 
conducted research that will be continued by future FGCU 
students, and restart the AWRA FGCU Student Chapter. I am 
still unsure what career path to take, so I have left the doors wide 
open. 

Major: Environmental Studies 
Minors: Geology and Climate Change
magna cum laude
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