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Introducing our
Spring 2018
Honors Graduates
We would also like to acknowledge and congratulate the Honors College
graduates who were unable to attend the Honors Graduation Ceremony:

Claudia Acosta
Evelyn Alex
Domingo Alvarez
Austin Arden
Giles Baillargeon
Samantha Black
Allison Blethen
Connor Burgess
Nicole Butcher
Alyssa Campbell
Emily Casey
Matthew Clerkin
Morgan Cooney
Cody Crivello
Naomi Dentz

Laith Elrubaie
Sydney Ferhuson
Kimberlee Ferris
Lindsey Fiol
Alex Gambach
Krystin George
Abigail Gregg
Annmarie Grossi
Ashley Hall
Zena Hamilton
Daniel Hansen
Elyse Hansen
William Heely
Gabriella Jeter
Sara Johnson

Carolyn Keinath
Courtney Kern
Roshona Knight
Kristina Kulavic
Lindsay Lee
Brooke Levy
Ivana Lezcano
Kelsie Longpine
Danielle Macri
Maiya Madden
Brad Maierle
Nicole May
Shannon McCarty
Heather McFalls
Christley McGrit

Kailani Mena
Brooke Mitchell
Jack Mohanty
Arnold Morales Loyola
Ariana Myers
Stanley Octavius
Keval Patel
Nathan Pigott
Sanjay Poonaisingh
Aric Popovich
Mikysha Pressley
Lori-Ann Ridley
Alexander Scech
Natalie Schneider
Nadege Severe

Alexis Simpson
Kelsey Sinclair
Auburn Skubic
Theodore Soares
Courtney Sparrow
Allison Sundermeier
David Vardanyan
Vanessa Villaverde
Tyronica Ward
Maximilian Weigand
Emily Welman
Kristen Weltz

Michael Amen
I was born and raised in Dearborn Michigan, a city with a very expansive middle eastern influence. Experiencing different cultures
has always been something that I have cherished and that has
fueled my passion for traveling. Since a young age, my parents
have instilled in me a deep sense of empathy and care for others.
This led me to create my high school's Anti-Bullying Club and
Diversity Committee. I found a passion for leadership in high
school as a varsity Football captain, and that passion has stayed
with me through starting the FGCU organization “Coffee &
Controversy”, and leading multiple discussions on social justice.
A burning desire to create something of my own has lead me to
found my own business, “LiftUP”, which is a platform and
product line focused on supporting others. I plan on continuing
my entrepreneurial exploits with a consideration of attending law
school.
Major: Entrepreneurship

Taylor Berry
My name is Taylor Berry, and I am a Senior graduating from the
College of Education. During my first two years of college, I was
a player on the Women’s soccer team, and learned a lot about
teamwork, met some amazing people, and had a wonderful
experience. During my junior year in college, I hung up my cleats
and decided to get more involved in my major. I joined the
Honors Cohort Program and became friends with an amazing
group of girls. I also became a board member of Eagles Educate
and an officer in an Honors education society called Kappa Delta
Pi. I presented at conferences in Pennsylvania, Louisiana, and
Tampa. When I graduate, I will be starting off my teaching career
in Daytona, FL at Holly Hill School in a second-grade classroom.
I eventually hope to get my master’s in the education field.
Major: Elementary Education

Morgan Brady
My name is Morgan Brady, and I am a Spring 2018 graduate of
Florida Gulf Coast University. From the beginning of my journey
at FGCU, I have been a student in the Honors College (formerly
Honors Program), and have served as an Honors Senator and am
currently serving as an Honors Mentor. My Honors involvement
inspired me to broaden my horizons even further: in my three
years here, I have become a sister of Kappa Delta Sorority and
served as my chapter’s Academic Excellence Chairman and a SET
Leader; I have served as both a Senator for the College of Arts and
Sciences and Vice Travel Chair for Student Government; I challenged myself to diversify my involvement throughout my undergraduate career. After graduation, I will be returning to FGCU in
Fall 2018 to begin my Master’s degree in Occupational Therapy. I
can’t wait to continue my journey as an Eagle. Wings up!
Major: Psychology

Richard Cassell
Joining the Honors Program my first year at FGCU was the best
decision I made. It opened up various opportunities to get
involved on campus and to meet other students and professors. I
was also involved with Habitat for Humanity, The Talkin’ Monkeys Project, Wildlife Club, Herpetology Research Lab,
Colloquium Student Naturalists, & SigEp. My favorite memories
include being able to do research at Vester Field Station (my first
year) and at Delnor-Wiggins State Park (senior year). I am proud
to say I spent a lot of class time at the beach. The best experience I
had was going on a study abroad trip and learning about conservation struggles in South Africa. The wildlife and natural landscape
of the country was stunning. Since that trip, I have developed a
passion for conservation and will be pursuing this passion over the
summer at Cayo Costa State Park monitoring sea turtle nests.
Major: Biology B.S.
Concentration: Organismal and Ecological Studies

Bertin Cenatus
I am a Haitian American raised in the Fort Myers area. My majors
are in B.S. Biology and B.S. Biotechnology. I am beyond excited
to be graduating this spring. I’ll be the first person in my family immediate and extended - to ever graduate from college. I have
enjoyed being an Instructional Support Leader with the Center for
Academic Achievement--a job that has given me the opportunity
to tutor various subjects, and form countless connections with
many people. Becoming an Honors Senator has been one of my
richest experiences this year; it’s been a pleasure working
alongside like-minded individuals committed to service. I
conducted research with Dr. Lindsay Rhodes over the past year on
two projects, one of which will be published by the end of the
summer. Being published is a goal I didn’t think I would ever
accomplish during my undergrad career. This summer I will be
taking my MCAT and applying to medical schools in the fall. I
plan on spending my year gaining experience however I can in
medicine.
Majors: Biology & Biotochnology

Stephanie Centeno
I am the first college graduate in my family and I hope I am not
the last. I am fluent in 3 languages and I plan on learning Hindi
this year after doing my internship in the Himalayas. I have spent
my time at FGCU volunteering locally with my church, wildlife
hospitals, and after school programs. My experiential learning
with my professors has inspired me to dedicate my life to service,
and therefore I plan on joining the Peace Corps right after
graduation. I then plan on earning my master's degree and then
work for the United Nations Development Programme to work to
improve improvised communities such as my family’s country of
Mexico.
Major: Political Science
Minors: Global Studies & Peace and Social Justice

Lesly Chavez
My three years at FGCU went by so fast! During my first year, I
was in the Leadership through Service Living Learning
Community, where I gained a sense of belonging. I also went on
an Alternative Service Trip which further deepened my love for
service. Then, I challenged myself by joining the Honors College
and the first Honors Education Cohort. I also had the opportunity
to be a Resident Assistant, which helped me develop as a leader
and gave me some of the most wonderful friendships. Recently, I
completed my Level 1 and 2 Internships which has prepared me
to be the teacher I envision myself to be. My plans involve
working at a public school or early childhood center. After a
couple of years, I plan on going back to school to receive my
master’s degree in higher education.
Major: Early Childhood Education

Kaycelene Collins
Being born and raised in Kingston, Jamaica, it was evident that
I’ve always had a passion for travel. During my junior semester
here at FGCU, I embarked on a journey to Italy for 6 months
when I studied at one of their top Law Schools. Throughout my
journey, I learned how to speak conversational Italian as well as
improving my Spanish. For two weeks I left Italy for the
semester break and went to Berlin, Germany, where I explored
the city and studied their culture. That semester, I took on a
course load of 6 courses abroad and became accepted into the
honors program with a 4.0 GPA for that semester. Following
graduation I plan to pursue my Masters in Criminal Justice with a
concentration in Juvenile Studies at Nova Southeastern
University here in fort Myers.
Majors: Criminal Justice & Forensic Studies

Shelleka Darby
As a student from FGCU, I gained membership to 3 national and
international honors societies, started an international organization, graduated from 5 leadership training programs, and served
as President for Impact Christian Campus Fellowship and other
RSOs. In Spring 2018, I received a coveted internship in
Washington, D.C., at a premier institution in the field of
International Devel-opment. I am guided into the next chapter of
my career by my personal mission statement: One must lift to
lead. I am the product of maturing faith, the enduring sacrifices of
parents and my family, and Jamaican proverbs like, "if you want
good your nose haffi run" (great ambitions demand effort). My
personal mission is to serve as an advocate for the developing
regions of the world by addressing issues of youth empowerment,
trade inequity, and political agency. I will do so as a student,
through a joint JD/Ph.D. in law and international development,
through my organization O.Y.L, and later as a policymaker and
ambassador for Jamaica, and the larger African Diaspora.
Major: Political Science, Concentration in International Affairs
and Comparative Politics

Mallory Donnelly
My name is Mallory Donnelly, and I am very thankful for everything this university - along with the Honors College - has offered
me over the last four years. Some organizations I was involved
with include the Student Government Senate, the Nursing Student
Association, and Global Medical Brigades. Through these
experiences, I discovered my desire to serve the community. I also
had the opportunity of a lifetime to serve the rural community of
Nicaragua on a medical mission trip. Through nursing school,
between balancing course work and the hundreds of hours of
clinicals, I learned how passionate I am about this profession. I
have accepted my dream job in a level IV Neonatal ICU and I
can’t wait to take everything I have learned as a student onto the
floor as a registered nurse. I would like thank my professors who
have served as mentors and my family for always reminding me to
never give up on my dreams.
Major: Bachelors of Science in Nursing

Caitlin Early
My name is Caitlin Early, and I am from Naples, Florida. I joined
the Honors College during my freshman year at FGCU. The
Honors College has challenged me to be a leader in my
academics, the university, and the local community. I am a board
member for Eagles Educate, the education club on campus. One
of my biggest accomplishments was earning the 2017-2018
Student of Year Award for the College of Education. I have
secured a teaching position in Collier County for the 2018-2019
school year and plan to teach there after graduation. After a few
years of teaching, I would like to return to FGCU to earn a
master’s degree in School Counseling or Curriculum and
Instruction.
Major: Elementary Education

Cassandra Ellis
A global citizen at heart, I credit growing up in Los Angeles as
the foundation for my multicultural worldview. At Florida Gulf
Coast University, I have eagerly embraced opportunities to further
my cultural exploration and global sophistication. My major and
minor, Philosophy and Critical Theory respectively, have aided
me considerably in my personal and professional transformation.
While at FGCU, I have served as an Eagle International Ambassador, in the Executive Branch of Student Government, as an
Honors College Senator, and leadership mentor. These have prepared me for my most recent endeavor as the President’s Society
Legislative Intern for the 2018 Legislative Session in Tallahassee.
Following graduation, I will teach English abroad, gaining
international work experience in preparation for graduate school,
where I will earn a Master’s of International Affairs. With this, I
aspire to advocate on behalf of women, children, and marginalized
people worldwide through the United Nations.
Major: Philosophy
Minor: Critical Theory

Andriel Ethridge
My name is Andriel Ethridge and I am a BSW student from Fort
Lauderdale, FL. "Be fearless in the pursuit of what sets your soul
on fire" is a quote that truly moves and touches me! This quote
moves me because I have always been motivated to make a
difference based on my personal experiences and my perspective
of the world. I have a passion for adolescent girls and I aspire
to make in difference for that specific population. I have been
involved with many organizations at FGCU while working at the
Welcome Center over the course of my journey. In just a few
weeks, I will be furthering my education as an MSW student at
the University of South Florida to expand my knowledge in social
work. I aspire to own a home for teenage girls in Broward County,
similar to Our Mothers Home here in Fort Myers.
Major: Social Work
Minor: Gender Studies

Jessie Glennon
My name is Jessie Glennon, and I will be graduating summa cum
laude (with highest honors). In my time here at FGCU, I have
worked hard to make the Dean’s/President’s List every semester.
As president of Aquila: The FGCU Student Research Journal, I
helped organize the first ever Showcase of Undergraduate
Research Experiences and Aquila Awards to highlight outstanding student scholarship in almost every discipline offered here at
FGCU. I also served as an Honors Mentor to help new Honors
College students navigate the program and adapt to college life. I
am proud to say I was accepted into both FGCU’s and the
University of Florida’s Doctorate of Physical Therapy programs
and have chosen to make UF my home next year. I know it will be
a lot of work, but I am ready for it!

Kayla Glover
I have spent my years at FGCU trying to make a difference in
the Honors Community, the Business College, and in the lives of
those around me by serving as an Honors Senator, an advisor to
the Dean, a member of business and service organizations, and as
a tutor. I will be taking the skills I have learned during this time
to Rollins College to pursue an MBA in Finance. I then plan to
work as a financial advisor to continue to help those who are
trying to better their lives.
Major: Finance

Rachel Goldenburg
I am very proud of my success in the Education Program at
Florida Gulf Coast University. I was apart of the first C.O.E.
Honors Cohort and received all effectives and highly effectives
during my field experience. I have 300+ hours of classroom
experience and I have worked with all ages. I had a great time
being involved with St. Baldrick's. I was able to raise thousands of
dollars in my four years at FGCU. I plan to work at De La Salle
Academy as a Special Education Teacher in Fort Myers, FL. I will
be assisting with the American Sign Language program and
teaching academic courses such as Reading, Math, Science, and
Social Studies.
Major: Special Education, College of Education Honors Cohort

Arletys Gomez

Hello, I am Arletys Gomez and I majored in Political Science with
a minor in Global Studies. Throughout my academic career, I was
able to achieve a 3.93 GPA. I also served in various roles on
campus. My involvement began with the Honors College, where I
became an Honors Mentor and Honors College Senator. There, I
was given the opportunity to strengthen the Honors College
Immokalee Immersion Service Program. My love for the
Immokalee community led me to start the Student/Farmworker’s
Alliance Organization, a student-led initiative that educates FGCU
students about the Fair Food Program and farmworker’s justice. I
continued to advocate for social justice issues through my other
executive positions in Amnesty International and FGCU for
Dreamers. I have also been involved with Student Government,
where I had the ability to create service initiatives in the local
community as well as plan and facilitate the Alternative Break
Program. My ideal career is to work for a non-governmental
organization that concentrates in aiding and integrating the
refugee population. I am planning on attending graduate school to
study human rights and forced migration topics.

Major: Political Science
Minor: Global Studies

Grant Grabarczyk
During my time at Florida Gulf Coast University, I have had
many great opportunities. In the 2015-2016 school year, I was
involved in working on an anatomy and physiology research
project that looked at links between physical factors and joint
hypermobility, which was presented at a poster session during the
HAPS Conference in Atlanta in 2016. I also spent four years as a
member of the FGCU Swim Club where we represented FGCU at
numerous in-state events as well as national competitions, of
which I qualified for the 3 years the club has entered. After
graduation, I plan to work as a scribe at NCH, gathering clinical
experience as I will also be applying to medical school for the
2019 school year.
Major: Biology, Concentration in Microbiology

MacKenzie Grubb
Hello! My name is MacKenzie. I am graduating with my
Bachelors in Biology with a Pre-professional focus and applying
to medical school (Fall 2019 cycle). Throughout my three years at
FGCU, I have acted as Vice President of Pre-SOMA, an Honors
Mentor, Biology TA, and Adaptive Services Tutor. Currently, I am
continuing and publishing my research on Breast cancer as well as
working as a Be the Match Representative for the National Bone
Marrow Registry. As of today, I have registered 289 potential
donors! I aspire to leave FGCU with the drive to not only make a
difference, but to continue to personally transform and achieve my
full potential as a physician.
Major: Biology (B.S), Concentration: Pre-Professional

Casey Haenn
I started at FGCU during my senior year of high school. When I
started my collegiate journey I was a mom of a 3-year-old; I was
also a high school student, part-time employee, and prospective
Nursing student. Since becoming an Eagle, I have had so many
opportunities and learned more than I ever thought I would. I have
been able to volunteer countless hours, hold state executive
leadership positions and research topics ranging from history to
pet therapy and travel the world! I was accepted into our
prestigious Nursing program and, after some blood, sweat, and a
lot of tears, I am finally done! As graduation approaches, I plan to
become a pediatric nurse at John Hopkins All Children’s Hospital
in St. Petersburg. I can’t thank all my friends, family and the
FGCU community enough for all that they have done. Without the
constant love and support I wouldn’t be where I am today.
Major: Nursing

Montana Knight
While at Florida Gulf Coast University, I had the opportunity to
grow as a leader and a scholar. I participated in different service
projects including an alternative break to Atlanta, an afterschool
program teaching STEM, and a project serving patients and their
families at Golisano Children’s Hospital through arts and crafts.
I was President of Chi Omega, VP of Scholarship and Service
for Panhellenic, a Student Government Senator for the College
of Arts and Sciences, an Honors College Senator, and the 2018
Student Government Supervisor of Elections. I participated in research projects and was an analytical chemistry intern at Algenol
Biofuels. I was able to travel and study abroad in Ireland through
an Honors course. I am now graduating summa cum laude with a
degree in Biotechnology and a minor in Chemistry. Following
graduation I will be attending North Carolina State University in
pursuit of a PhD in Bioinformatics.
Major: Biotechnology
Minor: Chemistry

Yelixa Larios-Lopez
I’m a senior from Marathon, Florida majoring in Community
Health. While at FGCU, I have had the privilege to be involved
with various programs and initiatives that have allowed me to
grow as a student, a leader, and a civic responsibility advocate.
I have been a participant on Student Government’s Alternative
Winter Break experience to Miami, traveled to Nicaragua with
Global Medical Brigades to provide underprivileged communities
with access to healthcare, studied abroad in Singapore, and have
impacted the Immokalee community through the Honors Service
Immersion Weekend. I have also been heavily involved with the
Dominican Republic Outreach Program (D.R.O.P.), since my
freshman year and have traveled four times to the Dominican
Republic to volunteer with at-risk youth. I’ve had the honor of
serving as the president for the past two years and in addition
to my involvement with D.R.O.P., I’m also a Peer Coach for
first-generation college students, and a University Ambassador.
One of my biggest accomplishments while attending FGCU has
been to be selected as a 2018 FGCU Hall of Fame recipient. After
graduation, I plan on continuing to work as a certified nursing
assistant to finish direct patient contact hours and then apply to
Physician Assistant programs in Florida.
Major: Community Health

Cara Litvin
As a graduate of the first group of girls to complete the Honors
College of Education Cohort, I can truly say it has been an
amazing experience to be completely immersed in what I love
doing most - teaching. The cohort has brought me closer to my
profession and more prepared than ever to take on an increasingly
difficult career. I know through the Honors College I have truly
been prepared to take on the role as an educator and shape
tomorrow’s future.
Major: Elementary Education

Nicole Mamprejew
My time as an undergraduate at FGCU has been filled with
enriching experiences in education, service learning, and research.
I have worked as a teaching assistant in the Chemistry department
and the Whitaker Center for STEM Education, as well as held
multiple leadership positions, most notably my concurrent
presidencies in the award-winning Cancer Research Program and
the Phi Eta Sigma National Honor Society. I served my local
community by working and volunteering at the Bonita
Community Health Center, as well as teaching high school
students about the biology of cancer. My most memorable college
experience was watching open-heart surgery, one of the many
experiences that led me to pursue a career in medicine. Upon
graduating with a degree in Biology and Psychology, I will be
attending medical school in-state and look forward to practicing
as a surgeon in Southwest Florida.
Majors: Biology BS, Concentration: Pre-Professional
& Psychology BA

Emily Markovich
I have been actively involved in the Office of Housing and
Residence Life during my time at Florida Gulf Coast University.
I have served as a Resident Assistant for two years and currently
serve as a Residence Life Team Assistant. I have also been
involved in the National Residence Hall Honorary, and currently
serve as the President of this organization. In addition, I have
been a leader in the Honors Community, serving as an Honors
College Senator for two years. I have a passion for mentoring, and
have served in various mentor roles including an Honors Mentor
and a Peer Academic Leader. I plan to pursue my passion for
working with students as a Student Affairs professional. This fall,
I will begin my graduate studies in Student Affairs at Clemson
University, where I will also serve as a Graduate Community
Director.
Major: Psychology
Minor: Interdisciplinary Studies

Christopher Norberg
My name is Christopher Norberg, and I am graduating with a
degree in Bioengineering. During my time at FGCU, I have been
a leader through research and mentoring, held positions in the
office of housing and residence life, department of bioengineering,
and department of chemistry and physics, and held officer roles in
multiple registered student organizations. My future plans are to
attend medical school to become a cardiologist or cardiothoracic
surgeon and utilize my training as an engineer to fulfill modernday medical needs.
Major: Biomedical Engineering, Concentration: Pre-Med &
Cell and Tissue Engineering

Diana Peguese
I began this degree a long time ago. In the ensuing time, I
became a mother of three, divorced a husband, and later married
a career military officer acquiring three more children. Each time
I re-enrolled, I found out that we were moving. I have worked
with the Department of Defense, Department of State, Department
of Health and Human Services, and Department of Commerce;
however, with each position I found that I was unable to advance
without the education. With our move to Southwest Florida, I
began again. I was working at FGCU and taking classes, when
war interrupted my plans. I was absent three years while working
in Iraq with the Department of Justice (and again with Department
of State and Department of Defense). Returning home, and to my
position at FGCU, I was finally able to finish my degree. I am
graduating Summa cum Laude, or, as I say, “Thank You, Lordy!”
Major: Bachelor of Arts, Communication-Communication Studies

Evelyn Philistin
Born and raised in Naples, FL, I am a proud soon-to-be alumna of
Florida Gulf Coast University. I am a first-generation college
student and will graduate with a degree in social work and
criminal justice. During my time here, I have been involved in
Eagle View Orientation as an Orientation Leader and Orientation
Team Leader, Student Government as the Director of Civic
Engagement, Housing and Residence Life as a Resident Assistant,
and Peers Care Educator under Prevention and Wellness. I have
been involved with organizations such as Students for Children,
Rotaract, D.R.O.P. (Dominican Republic Outreach Program), and
Phi Eta Sigma. I have gone on 7 service trips both internationally
and around the United States and have acquired over 1,000 service
learning hours. After I graduate, I plan to continue to work with
organizations that serve at-risk or underserved youth and families
and obtain my master’s in either Social Work or Higher
Education.
Majors: Social Work & Criminal Justice

De’Chelle Plummer
I am a Jamaican American who grew up in the Central Florida
area. I have been a member of the Honors Program since Spring
2015 during my freshman year. I worked diligently to maintain
over a 3.5 GPA while working and volunteering with various
organizations to better the community. During my time at FGCU,
I advocated against human trafficking by creating curriculums to
educate adolescents about this problem in Florida. I also pursued
internships with children with disabilities and manager training
with Enterprise. I served as the Vice President and secretary of the
Caribbean Student Association spreading the Caribbean
culture with the community. My passion is to work with children
and educate them in the dangers of social media and human
trafficking. I will be pursuing my goals by hopefully attending the
University of South Florida to obtain my doctoral degree in
Clinical Psychology.
Major: Psychology

Madeline Quinn
I am a senior from Tampa, FL majoring in Secondary Social
Science Education with a minor in History. As an Eagle, I have
loved being engaged with campus through service, student
involvement, and academics. Some of the very best memories I
will take with me from my time at FGCU are my first year at
FGCU, during which I lived in the Honors Live Learn
Community. With the best friends I made on that floor, I went on
an excellent Honors study abroad trip to Ireland. I served as a
mentor for the Honors College and for Student-Athletes, and
believe these programs really shaped my collegiate experience. I
served as President of my sorority, Chi Omega, and as a Senator
and as Chief of Staff for Student Government. I have enjoyed
impacting the community through Dance Marathon, St.
Baldrick’s Day, and Habitat for Humanity. This year, I was
honored to be inducted into the FGCU Hall of Fame for the Class
of 2018.
Major: Secondary Social Science Education
Minor: History

Jazymne Robinson
As an FGCU student, I have had the esteemed pleasure of
becoming the secretary of A Step Above Perfection, FGCU’s
one-and-only step team, where I took part in campus
performances and competitions alongside a group of phenomenal
women. With this being the first step in my college journey, I
then found Eagle Radio, which is FGCU’s radio podcast where I
rose from being a member to a graphic designer, to later earning
my position as a Social Media Manager. Finally, I discovered
my passion for on-screen recording through Eagle News
Television where I auditioned to become a host for an
entertainment segment titled “What’s Poppin”. I earned my place
as a host and acquired skills as a reporter and video editing. All
of these experiences have not only shaped me into the woman I
have become, but will also further my career advancements postgraduation, as I seek out opportunities within the news field.
Major: Communication

Makayla Rodriguez
My name is Makayla Rodriguez and I am majoring in Elementary
Education. I was born in Miami, Florida, and I am the youngest
of six children. I moved to Fort Myers in 2014 to attend Florida
Gulf Coast University. I am graduating FGCU with Honors, and I
am proud to have been a member of the Honors Education
Cohort. I plan to be a first-grade teacher after I graduate.
Major: Elementary Education

Amy Salama
I am a senior graduating with a major in Biology. Coming from
New York, I am so glad I made the big move and chose FGCU
for my education. I made special friends and connected with great
teachers that I will never forget. I have been able present at
conferences and showcase the research I worked on with amazing
professors. I will be graduating this spring semester, completing
my undergraduate education in three years. I will be attending
Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine this fall in hopes of
becoming a cardiologist.
Major: Biology

Krystal Shephard
Hello my name is Krystal Shephard I am a proud member of the
Admirable Alpha Mu Chapter of Theta Nu Xi Multicultural
Sorority, INC. Throughout my undergraduate experience I served
as President 2016-2017 and currently serve as the Multicultural
Greek Council President at FGCU. I am a Criminal Justice major,
and have had the privilege of interning with TLS Consulting at
Lee County Jail which is a partner of the Justice Department that
aims to conduct programs for preparing inmates for the outside
world with life skills and development. In my free time you will
catch me ordering a Strawberry Acai Refresher from Starbucks,
listening to Beyoncé, and traveling with my butterflies.
Major: Criminal Justice
Minors: Psychology & Sociology

Anne Skinner
When I got accepted into Florida Gulf Coast University, I had no
idea it was going to have such a positive impact on my life after
four years. I have grown so much as a student, but also as an individual and leader. During college, I had the opportunity to
explore some clubs and honors societies that I wanted to
represent. Therefore, I have many college accomplishments that I
am proud of. Some consist of being a board member of Eagles
Educate, getting inducted into Kappa Delta Pi National Honor
Society for education, one of the first students to be in the
College of Education Honors Cohort Immersion Program, expand
my knowledge with the FGCU Honors College, and be an active
sister in the Pi Mu Chapter of Chi Omega for all four years to
support The Make-A-Wish Foundation. I am looking forward to
seeing what my future holds in regards to my career path.
As for my future plans, I plan to obtain a teaching position in
an Elementary Education School System where I can apply my
knowledge and expand my skills and most importantly, make a
difference in our children’s learning abilities.
Major: Elementary Education

Shelby Smith
I graduated high school at seventeen, and came from California
not knowing anything about FGCU. Coming here was the best
decision I ever made. Four years later, I am able to look back at
everything I’ve accomplished here. I found my passion, which is
marketing, joined 6 RSO’s, the Honors College, and the PAGES
Program. I became heavily involved within the community
through my service learning. I have learned and grown so much
these past four years, with memories that will last a lifetime. I will
be going back home for 3 weeks after graduation, and then going
to Italy until mid-August. I hope to include some other travel
plans to other countries as well. I cannot thank those enough at
FGCU who have helped me with their encourage, wisdom, and
support to ensure I succeed. Go Class of 2018!
Major: Communication, Concentration: Communication Studies
Minor: Marketing

Tatyana Suares
During my time at FGCU I have been able to serve my community, get involved on campus, and further my education. I have
been a part of the Honors College for three years now and it has
been my pleasure to also serve as an Honors College Mentor for
the last two years. The relationships gained through this program
have been extremely rewarding. During my undergraduate career,
I have been given the opportunity to Intern at True Core
Behavioral Solutions, where I was able to build relationships with
young men ages 14-18 that have been court-ordered to be a part of
a rehabilitation program. This experience has led me to pursue a
Master’s Degree in Clinical Mental Health Counseling. With that
being said, upon graduation I will be attending graduate school in
Washington, D.C. at the George Washington University with the
goal of opening my own practice, specializing in children’s mental
health.
Major: Psychology

Jeannie Sutton
Moving to Florida from Michigan in 2012, I began working for
Lee County Human and Veteran Services as an Administrative
Specialist. In Fall 2014, I began attending Florida Gulf Coast
University to pursue a degree in Political Science. In 2016, I
was promoted to Grants Coordinator, and am currently
responsible for the regulatory requirements for Lee County’s
U.S. Housing and Urban Development grants, as well as many
other federal, state, and local funds.
In addition to maintaining high performance at my job, I
maintained a full-time class schedule, a 3.9 GPA, and graduated
within four years. I also provided more than 160 service
learning hours, and presented original research at two statewide
conferences, and one local research symposium.

Major: Political Science
Minors: Community Planning and Development & Sociology

Hannah Tatum
I am graduating with a Bachelor of Science in Biology on May
6th, 2018. During my years in college, I have been secretary of
Order of Omega and treasurer of Eagles of Tomorrow. I have
also been a member of Chi Omega, Global Medical Brigades,
FGCU Cancer Research Group, FGCU Signing Eagles, FGCU
Dance Company, and FGCU Red Cross. Along with my involvement in multiple RSOs, I was privileged to go on the Winter
2016 Alternative Break trip. I have been a TA for the American
Sign Language class for two semester as well as Cell Biology
for one semester. I have completed research with my mentor, Dr.
Lyndsay Rhodes, for two years and have been able to go to conferences and present my research. I have worked at Physician’s
Regional Hospital for the past four years and will continue to
do so until I get accepted into medical school. I will be applying
to medical schools with the hope of becoming a physician in a
trauma emergency room.
Major: Biology, Concentration: Pre-Med

Leslie Toohey
I am excited to begin my teaching career after graduating with a
B.A. in Secondary Biology Education. As a freshman, I volunteered at the Naples Zoo to share information with guests about
the zoo’s giraffe herd. I enjoyed sharing new information with
others, so to explore this interest I became an education major.
When I began tutoring for biology at FGCU, I discovered that I
enjoyed teaching and inspiring others to develop an interest in
science. As I became involved in the local schools, I pursued an
opportunity to work with students as a tutor in the Advancement
Via Individual Determination (AVID) program at Dunbar High
School, where I supported students with their preparation for
post-secondary plans. My experiences at FGCU have shown me
that I can be most impactful as a secondary science educator, and
I look forward to sharing my passion for science with my future
students.
Major: Secondary Biology Education
Minor: Biology

Aliza Torres
While attending FGCU, I have accumulated a plethora of
achievements ranging from personal goals to pleasant surprises.
Some of my greatest achievements include graduating
magna cum laude, being the first in my immediate family to earn
a Bachelor’s degree, and earning the title of President in the West
Lake Village Area Council. My future plans include finding a
job within the publishing realm to become an editor and author.
Once I gain enough experience, accomplish my goals, and earn
my Doctorate, I would love to become a college professor. My
ultimate dream, however, is to touch as many souls and help as
many people as I can with my words--spoken and unspoken.
Major: English
Minors: Creative Writing & Gender Studies

Chelsea Torres
My name is Chelsea Torres and I am graduating from FGCU
with a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology, with a minor in English.
During my time at FGCU, I have served as an Honors College
Mentor and a Peer Educator for the Department of Prevention
and Wellness, where I have educated students on various
wellness topics. I have worked as the internship coordinator for a
private psychology practice in Fort Myers for almost three years
and have also conducted and presented research in the field of
psychology, culminating in the opportunity to present my
research at a regional conference in Charleston this spring. I
have also been a member of the Psi Chi and Phi Eta Sigma honor
societies. This fall, I will be moving to Chicago to start the Clinical-Community Psychology PhD Program at DePaul University.
Major: Psychology
Minor: English

Vilma Un Jan Conteras
My name is Vilma Un Jan and I am graduating from Florida Gulf
Coast University with a Bachelor's Degree in Software
Engineering. I am a Peruvian student that decided to study at
FGCU seeking to gain knowledge in the technology field and get
experience to be able to bring back the knowledge and
technology to my country.
Major: Bachelor of Science in Software Engineering
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