
 

 

 

 
Florida Gulf Coast University 

2016-2017 School Year 
School and Clinical Mental Health Counseling Programs 

Outcomes/Feedback Report 

 
Accreditation/Program Approval: Both programs completed CACREP reaccreditation through 
2021. Additionally, FGCU Master’s degrees in School Counseling are approved by Florida’s 
Department of Education and, as an FGCU certification/educator preparation program, 
accredited by CAEP (formerly NCATE) through FGCU’s College of Education. 
 
Organizational Changes: In January, 2014 the Counseling programs were relocated from the 
College of Education and formed an independent department in the College of Health 
Professions and Social Work. As well, in 2014-15 both programs began offering a full-time 
option that allowed students to complete their degrees in two years versus the three year, part-
time option that is also in place. The first graduating class of four full-time students in the 
Clinical Mental Health program finished in August 2016. The second full-time cohort of two 
School Counseling and six Clinical Mental Health students will complete their respective 
degrees in August of 2017. For the third year, School Counseling students begin in the fall 
instead of beginning in the Spring of each year and this appears to have improved program 
retention.  

 
Student Enrollment/Graduates: FGCU has two CACREP accredited counseling 
programs: School and Mental Health Counseling. In the year 2016-17 there were 19 
admitted to the School Counseling Program and 40 admitted to the Mental Health 
Counseling Program of the 122 total applications received. Of these, 14 matriculated into 
school counseling and 28 matriculated into mental health counseling. Several in each 
program deferred admission to a subsequent entry period. Six (6) School Counseling 
students graduated in May 2016 and Eleven (11) students graduated from the School 
Counseling program in May, 2017. Fourteen (14) students graduated from the Clinical 
Mental Health program in August and December of 2016 and 20 will graduate from Clinical 
Mental Health Counseling in August of 2017 and the first dual Major graduate completed 
her degree in May, 2017. Between the two programs there were a total of 99 students with 
19 enrolled on a full-time basis. 
 
2016-17 enrollment was 65 clinical mental health counseling students and 40 school 
counseling students (including two duplicated students who are dual majors.)  
 
The program has a completion rate in Clinical Mental Health Counseling of 78% and 63% in 
School Counseling. All of the Clinical Mental Health Counseling graduates who take the 



license exam in Florida of whom we are aware have passed it. All school counseling 
graduates have passed the Florida certification exam prior to graduation. Of the students 
we know about, all who sought employment in mental health counseling became employed 
within the first six months after graduation. All school counseling graduates who sought 
employment in the field had school counseling jobs prior to the beginning of the subsequent 
school year.  
 
Of the 103 students enrolled during 2016-17, 22 are male and 14 are Caucasian/8 are 
diverse ethnicities/races and 81 are female of whom 64 are Caucasian/17 are diverse 
ethnicities/races; thus 24% are students who come from diverse backgrounds.  
 
Faculty: For Fall 2016, the program was comprised of five full-time Core faculty and a 
Clinical and Accreditation Coordinator; Department Chair, Professor Madelyn Isaacs, 
Program Director, Associate Professor Abbe Finn, Program Director, Professor Russell 
Sabella, Assistant Professor Molli Bachenberg, Visiting Assistant Professor, Dr. Ann Tilman.  
 
Outcomes:  
FGCU tracks its student performance outcomes using a variety of methods that include 
individual student performance reviews conducted every semester, student performance on 
certification and licensing exams, and monitoring performance on the exit exam which 
provides information against a national standard as well as longitudinal data . FGCU 
Counseling students exceed the national average in each of the eight subtest areas and in 
the overall score. Several areas have been targeted for performance improvement over the 
last five years and these have demonstrated improvement during that time period.  
 
As well, each of the programs assessed every student accomplishment of every CACREP 
and Florida Educator Accomplished Practices and preparation competencies using the 
Livetext tracking system.  
 
All of FGCU’s 2016 Spring and Summer graduates were employed and data indicates that 
all 2017 graduates school counseling graduates will be employed within four months of 
graduation. All school counseling graduates passed the state’s certification examinations 
and qualified for certification in 2016 and 2017. The majority of clinical mental health 
counseling graduates have accepted job offers in the field, prior to graduation.  
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