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Dr. Thomas P. Felke, MSW, Ph.D - Chair
The 2019 - 2020 academic year signals the 19th year of social work
education at Florida Gulf Coast University. It is a year of continued growth
and change for the department. Our student cohorts continue to grow
while our program options will expand this year to better serve the needs
of our local communities and practitioners.
We have seen continued interest in our academic social work programs.
Applications for both the BSW and MSW programs were at all-time highs.
This year we welcome 47 students to our BSW program and 28 students to
our MSW program. In total, we have 150 students between our two
programs with several more declared social work majors at the
undergraduate lower-level ready to enter formally next year. Given that
many of our undergraduate students come to us from Florida
Southwestern State College (FSW), we have established a formal
relationship with their Human Services program in order to ease the
transition for transfer students to the BSW program. FSW will now offer
our 'Introduction to Social Work' course as part of their course offerings.
The course will be taught by a social work practitioner who will eventually
also serve as an adjunct faculty member at FGCU.
The 2018-2019 academic year was a tremendous one for the Department
of Social Work. In the following pages, you can learn more about the
accomplishments of our students, faculty, and alumni during the past
academic year. Faculty made continued strides in the areas of teaching,
service, and research. Recognition for their efforts and those of our
students and alumni were plentiful. Academic years always bring some
level of transition and our past academic year brought a major change as
we we celebrated the esteemed career and retirement of Dr. Amanda
Evans with the founding of a scholarship in her name. The Dr. Amanda
Evans Social Work Scholarship is the first scholarship established at FGCU
specifically for social work students.
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FROM THE CHAIR
(CONTINUED)
Endings bring new beginnings and we conducted two
faculty searches during the last academic year. We
are very excited to announce the additions of Dr.
Leslie Meskin and Dr. Leigh Taylor to our faculty. We
also welcomed aboard a number of new adjunct
faculty that include alumni of our social work
programs. Our program options were expanded with
the launch of our medical social work certificate
program, also to be available as a concentration in
our MSW program, as well as a new travel study
course to Puerto Rico.
The 2019-2020 academic year will no doubt be
another eventful one for the department. Social
issues such as immigration, food insecurity, mental
health, and affordable housing are at the seeming
forefront of our daily narratives. Our faculty and
students will certainly be engaged in these discourses
all the while promoting the need for open and
respectful expression of ideas. We look forward to
being in Tallahassee in late January 2020 for the
annual Legislative Education & Advocacy (LEAD) event
in partnership with NASW-Florida as we also work
locally with our elected officials on solutions to our
community needs.
The department will engage in several initiatives this
academic year where we will once again be turning to
you for input and feedback. We will look to reestablish an Advisory Board, examine the possibility
of MSW program expansion, and consider additional
certificate programs for social work practitioners.
Your feedback on these efforts is always appreciated!
In closing, we thank you for your continued support
of our department and students. We look forward to
working with you in any manner possible over the
course of the upcoming academic year. All my best!

MEDICAL SOCIAL
WORK CERTIFICATE
The Department of Social Work will begin to offer a
certificate in Medical Social Work starting in Fall
2019. The certificate is designed for individuals
holding a MSW degree who are working in or seeking
employment in the health care fields. The certificate
can be completed in as little as one academic year.
Courses are offered online and applications are
accepted on a rolling basis.
More information can be found on the FGCU
Department of Social Work website at:
https://www.fgcu.edu/mariebcollege/socialwork/me
dswc

DR. AMANDA EVANS
SCHOLARSHIP
Dr. Amanda Evans retired from the Department of
Social Work in May 2019. To honor her commitment
and dedication to social work education, the
Department of Social Work founded the Dr. Amanda
Evans Social Work Scholarship. The scholarship will
support one student annually who is completing the
Master of Social Work (MSW) program. Donations to
the scholarship can be made by visiting the FGCU
Foundation page with donors designating their
donation be made to the scholarship fund.

FACULTY NOTES
The Department of Social Work welcomes two new full-time faculty members:

Dr. Leslie Meskin is joining as an Assistant
Professor in Social Work. Dr. Meskin received her
Doctorate in Social Work (DSW) from Florida
Atlantic University and her MSW from Rutgers
University. Her research interests include body
image viewpoints across the lifespan,
interdisciplinary collaboration in eating disorders
prevention, cultural adaptation of behavioral
health interventions, comorbidity of substance
use disorder and eating disorders, &
interprofessional education, collaboration, and
practice. Her professional experience is largely in
the area of clinical social work practice with
children, adolescents, and adults.

Dr. Leigh Taylor is joining as a Visiting Assistant
Professor in Social Work. Dr. Taylor received her
Ph.D. in Social Work from Case Western
University and her MSW from the University of
Denver. She also completed a post-doctoral
fellowship at Yale School of Medicine in New
Haven, CT. Her research interests include selfefficacy, resiliency capital, and capacity building
frameworks as well as social network analysis and
mindfulness interventions among women with
multiple exposures (e.g. IPV, SUD, Poverty). Her
professional experience is largely in the area of
clinical social work practice with women and their
children, young-adult offenders, and adults in
recovery from alcoholism and substance abuse.

The Department of Social Work also welcomes our new adjunct faculty members:
Ms. Jeanmarie Aleski, MSW, LCSW will serve as a Field Liaison for clinical year MSW students.
Dr. Stacy Lang, MSW, LCSW will teach a section of BSW Field Education Seminar course and serve as a Field
Liaison for BSW students.
Ms. Kaitlin Major, BSW '13, MSW, will teach a section of BSW Field Education Seminar course and serve as
a Field Liaison for BSW students.
Ms. Renee Rebhan, MSW, LCSW will serve as a Field Liaison for clinical year MSW students.
Ms. Danielle Visone, MSW '16, LCSW will teach 'Loss & Bereavement' during the Fall 2019 semester.

SOCIAL WORK RECOGNITION

FGCU HALL OF FAME
INDUCTEE
Ms. Sephora Saint Pierre, BSW '19, was
inducted into the FGCU Hall of Fame. This is
the highest recognition given to student
leaders at FGCU.

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
Ms. Diana Lopez, BSW '19, was one of ten
graduating seniors to receive the FGCU
Excellence in Civic Engagement award. Diana
was also a graduate of the FGCU Honors
College.

SOCIAL WORK
CELEBRATION
Two members of the FGCU Department of
Social Work were honored at the 2019
Social Work Month Celebration hosted by the
Southwest Unit of the National Association of
Social Workers - Florida Chapter. The keynote
speaker for the event was FGCU social work
alumna Stacey Cook, MSW '01, President/CEO
of SalusCare.
Ms. Kelsey Hedberg, BSW '19, received the
2019 Social Work Student of the Year
Award for her academic success and
commitment to international social work in
Costa Rica.
Dr. Lirio Negroni, Associate Professor,
received the 2019 Social Work Educator of
the Year for her work engaging students in
the classroom and on community-based
research efforts.

ALUMNI NOTES
ALUMNI AWARDS
Several of our alumni received well-deserved
recognition for their work in our local communities:
Jessica Goodall, MSW '16, received the Alumni of
Distinction Award from the FGCU Alumni
Association.
Anjali VanDries, MSW '12, received the Charles
Kimber Public Service Award from the Florida
Association for Behavior Analysis.
Catherine Vernon, BSW '13, was a nominee for
the Alumni of Distinction award from the FGCU
Alumni Association.
Danielle Visone, MSW '16, received the Soaring
Eagle Award for the Marieb College of Health &
Human Services from the FGCU Alumni
Association.
A'lea Ward, BSW '14, received the 2019 Dean
Blietz Memorial Award for excellence in
community service from the Lee County Homeless
Coalition.

FAMILY INITIATIVE
Family Initiative, Inc., founded by David Brown,
MSW '12, & Anjali VanDries, MSW '12, received
the Rising Nonprofit Award from the Cape Coral
Community Foundation. The organization was
also selected as a partner agency by the United
Way of Lee, Hendry, Glades, and Okeechobee
Counties.

EVA'S CLOSET
Jessica Goodall, MSW '16, was featured in July 2019
as part of the Inspiring People feature produced by
WINK News. The feature highlighted her work at the
agency she founded, Eva's Closet.

RESEARCH & ENGAGEMENT
HOMELESS SERVICE &
VETERAN STAND DOWN
Students participated in the 2019 Homeless Service Day
and Veteran Stand Down hosted by the Lee County
Homeless Coalition.

LEAD 2019
Students and faculty traveled to Tallahassee for the
annual Legislative Education & Advocacy (LEAD)
event hosted by the Florida Chapter of the National
Association of Social Workers. Students attended a
legislative training and engaged with elected officials
during a trip to the Capitol.

PUERTO RICO
TRAVEL STUDY
Dr. Lirio Negroni & Dr. Tom Felke accompanied eight
FGCU BSW students to Puerto Rico as part of travel
study course in partnership with the University of
Connecticut School of Social Work. The focus of the
course was the history of Puerto Rico and relations
with the United States, as well as recovery efforts
after Hurricane Maria.

YOUTH
TRANSFORMATION
Students engaged in a year-long project to support
the Youth Transformation Foundation, a non-profit
serving children and families in Haiti.

RESEARCH & ENGAGEMENT
HUMAN TRAFFICKING
CONFERENCE
The Department of Social Work hosted the annual
Human Trafficking Symposium at FGCU in partnership
with Christy's Cause. The event featured guest speakers
including Callahan Walsh of the National Center for
Missing & Exploited Children, Amira Fox, State Attorney
for the 20th Judicial Circuit of Florida, and several local
practitioners sharing evidence on best practice successes
and challenges related to human trafficking.

STUDENT SUCCESS
Thirty-five (35) BSW students were named to the Dean's
List for the Spring 2019 semester by earning a grade point
average (GPA) between 3.5 and 3.99 during the semester.
Fourteen (14) BSW students were named to the
President's List for Spring 2019 by earning a perfect 4.0
GPA during the semester.
The Department of Social Work saw 24 students graduate
from the MSW program and 44 students graduate from
the BSW program in May 2019. The MSW students were
hooded at the annual social work recognitin ceremony.
The Department also inducted 30 students into the
Omicron Iota chapter of Phi Alpha, the national social
work honor society.
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