
 
Dear Sponsor of the SAC Scholarship Fund: 
 
It is with such great honor and appreciation that I accept the generous scholarship from 
the Florida Gulf Coast University Foundation. Receiving a Foundation grant will 
undoubtedly alleviate a huge portion of the financial burden associated with academic 
funding and, in turn, guarantee unhindered success in my current and future career.  
 
As a student who is completely self-funded, it has been extremely difficult for me to avoid 
a suspension of education due to an inability to afford school. Instead of focusing all my 
energy on classes or to secure an internship, I have resorted to working two jobs, one as 
a restaurant server and another on campus, in order to afford my education. Excessive 
employment in addition to a full class load can become extremely exhausting and has 
definitely made it more difficult to perform at my academic best. Receiving the Florida 
Gulf Coast University Foundation scholarship will allow me to decrease my hours 
substantially in order to fully exert my greatest efforts during my senior year of school. I 
will be able to devote less time to the monetary aspects of college living and more time 
to the endeavors that will enhance my career potential such as job shadowing, 
internships, and teacher assistantships. Without the Foundation scholarship, it is likely 
that I would be unable to allot any of my time to such meaningful experiences due to the 
requirements set at work. For these opportunities, I am truly grateful. 
 
Currently, I major in biology with a pre-professional concentration and I am two semesters 
away from receiving my Bachelor of Science degree. This degree will stand as a 
testimony of my own hard work and persistence, as well as a show of the product of the 
incredible assistance I have received along the way. Without such support from both close 
friends and complete strangers, such as the wonderful association that has granted me 
such a valuable scholarship, I would have certainly been unable to make it this far. It is 
for that reason that I send my greatest thanks for assisting me in completing my bachelor’s 
degree. After obtaining my degree, I hope to be admitted into physician’s assistant school. 
From there, I plan to pursue my dream career, which will allow me to utilize my 
undergraduate degree in biology as a dermatological physician’s assistant. 
 
As I conclude the fall semester of my junior year in college, I think back on the various 
areas in which I am involved, on and off campus. I have worked diligently to maintain a 



GPA that has allowed me a spot in the Honors Program, mentored incoming freshman in 
the STEM fields, completed a year of research in virology that was later published in a 
scientific journal, and logged dozens of hours volunteering at Habitat for Humanity, 
Salvation Army, Naples Preserve, and various other service organizations. Because of 
the FGCU Foundation, I will continue working on these endeavors during the remainder 
of my time in college and as I prepare for my career as a physician’s assistant. 
 
From a young age, I recognized the necessity of knowledge and the sheer potential that 
education creates. I have often been set back due to the financial issues associated with 
family loss/low income and have been told that college would be impossible. As a senior, 
I have proven that assertion very wrong and it is all thanks to thoughtful student 
supporters like the FGCU Foundation. I will always be grateful for the invaluable 
assistance that your sponsorship has provided me. 
 
Thank you very much, 
 
Renee Deneweth 
 
 


