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Oedipus the King
Written by Sophocles 

Translated by Ian Johnston 
Directed by Dan Bacalzo* 

Cast (in order of appearance) 
Priest (aka Chorus Leader) 
Member of the chorus 
Member of the chorus 
Member of the chorus 
Member of the chorus 
Oedipus 
Creon 
Teiresias 
Second Messenger 
Jocasta 
Messenger from Corinth 
Servant 

Tim Cash 
Michael Cherbini 
Olivia Daley 
Anthony Hernandez 
Brithany Hernandez 
Dane Futrell 
Joshua Needle 
Makayla Davis 
Tristan Monson 
Kylie Carothers 
David Burnes 
Esther Zuercher 

The play takes place in Ancient Thebes, in front of the royal palace. 

Technical Staff 
Production Stage Manager 
Technical Director 
Lighting Designer 
Costume Designer 
Scenic Designer 
Sound Designer 
Props Coordinator 
Assistant Lighting Designer 
Assistant Stage Manager 
Scenic Artist 
Videographer 
Sound Board Operator 
Crew 

Jesse Emby 
Anne Carncross* 
Maddie Anderson 
Jennifer Bronsted 
Anne Carncross* 
Noelle Horldt 
Reid Ackerman 
Yonni Georgoulis 
Reid Ackerman 
Julie McCracken 
Joseph Herrera 
Kyle Carson 
Morty Joyce 
*Indicates Theatre Program Faculty Member 



 

 

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Director’s Note 

Oedipus the King is set during a time of plague. And while that was 
not the reason I chose to direct this play, the Covid-19 pandemic 
has certainly affected quite a few directing and production choices. 

Auditions were held via recorded video submissions. Call-
backs, an initial table read, and the entire first week of rehears-
als happened on Zoom. Once we made the decision to pro-
ceed with in-person rehearsals, our stage management team 
took charge of disinfecting the theatre and other rehearsal areas 
both before and after rehearsals. Everyone remained masked, 
and we tried to keep social distancing protocols in place. 

Masks were also a component of the production’s costume de-
sign, as it was logical to incorporate into the play’s action. Staging 
choices in which little to no contact was made between actors was 
also a direct reaction to the limitations faced due to the pandemic. 

As a director, I went back and forth about whether it would be safe 
enough to have an in-person audience, and how many people that 
might involve. I considered alternative ways of presenting the play 
and came up with a series of options to record and present the pro-
duction that would be of maximum benefit to our students while 
keeping actors, technicians, and audience as safe as we could. 

This is a challenging time for live theatre. Any choice 
we make in terms of production planning is fraught 
with anxiety. And yet, I’m extremely proud of my ac-
tors and production team for what we have accomplished. 

As a director – particularly in a university setting – I am always in-
vested in the process more than the final product. That’s not to 
say that I don’t care about what we present. I care a great deal, 
and want the production to look as good as possible. But I rec-
ognize that the primary goal of university theatre is to provide 
training and education. And this process for Oedipus the King 
has allowed ample opportunity for learning about the play itself 
and the challenges of producing it during the current pandemic. 

Dan Bacalzo, Ph.D 
Associate Professor of Theatre / Theatre Program Coordinator 
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Dan Bacalzo’s Spring 2020 Script Analysis class. 
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