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Welcome		
Welcome to the Master of Arts in Environmental Studies degree program at Florida Gulf Coast 
University. We hope you will find your experience personally rewarding, productive, and successful. This 
handbook was written for you: it was designed to help you navigate the program and answer questions 
that may arise as you earn your degree. If you do not find the information you need within these pages, 
consult with your MA Program Coordinator. Special thanks to the existing students and graduates of the 
program who spurred efforts to generate this MA Handbook. 

The	MA	Program		
The Master of Arts in Environmental Studies program is intended for those working in  environmental 
fields, who are translating scientific results to best practices in management, policy, and education. 
Environmental Studies leads people into a growing field that it in high demand, with urgent needs in the 
state of Florida, nationally, and globally. The program is an effective terminal degree for people seeking 
entry to these fields at a high career level. For current professionals, it is an opportunity for advanced 
training to enhance skills and boost careers. The degree is also designed as entry-level training for those 
who wish to pursue environmental studies at the doctoral level. 
 
FGCU upholds a strong commitment to the environment and emphasizes environmental sustainability. 
Our MA program in Environmental Studies prepares graduates students for careers and leadership 
positions in a variety of fields that embrace sustainability. Graduates will have advanced education that 
opens the doors to a wide range of career possibilities in organizations such as: 

§ Environmental agencies of local, state, and federal government. 
§ Consulting firms that work with those agencies in assessing environmental programs, and 

private firms that want to be good stewards of the environment or want to evaluate their 
environmental impacts. 

§ Non-government organizations dedicated to protecting the environment that need skills in 
assessing environmental systems, designing programs for environmental protection, and 
leading critical analysis of public policies. 

§ Non-traditional environmental educational facilities and programs, providing children through 
adult-level education in informal, public settings. 

 
The core of the program focuses on:   

§ Understanding the science of ecology and the use of scientific methods   
§ Applying the concept of sustainability 
§ Developing skills and tools relevant for environmental career fields, e.g. in management, 

policy, and education. 
 
This program does not require a traditional thesis. Modeled after the approach of a professional science 
master’s (PSM), it provides students with professional experience while acquiring a graduate degree.  

Practicum Experience 
Students put principles learned in this program into practice by completing a professional Practicum 
experience and capstone project and, upon graduation, apply these skills in management, policy, 
education, or other environmental career pathways. Students are required to complete the Practicum 
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experience with a local agency or environmental organization. That experience culminates with the 
production of a capstone scholarly document customized to the specific experience. The program also 
permits environmental professionals who are already employed to adapt their current professional 
responsibilities into their Practicum. The curriculum and professional Practicum are very manageable 
through a 2-year, full-time commitment. (A longer time to graduation would be required of persons 
entering as part-time students).  

Coursework 
  2021-2022 Catalog Year 

Program Progression and Additional Graduation Requirements  

• Complete a minimum of 36 credit hours in the Program. 

• Cumulative GPA of 3.0 for all coursework in the program.  

• Complete the professional 2-course Practicum experience and capstone project, as deemed 
satisfactory by the MA Program Coordinator. 

• Submit an application for graduation by the deadline listed in the FGCU Academic Calendar.  

• A maximum of 9 credits of coursework may be transferred from other institutions or from pre-
degree enrollment at FGCU, if those courses are appropriate to the program of study, subject to 
approval of the degree’s Program Coordinator.  

Program Requirements 
Complete the following: 
 
Required Courses (12 credits) 
Successful completion of each core course requires a grade B or better. 

EVR 6322 Con App Sustainability (3) 
EVR 6825 Environmental Program Evaluation (3) 
EVS 6941 Environmental Practicum I (3) 
EVS 6942 Environmental Practicum II (3) 
 

Restricted Electives (24 credits) 
Successful completion of each course requires a grade of B or better unless otherwise noted. 
 

Scientific Method Courses: Select 1 

OCB 6635 Estuarine Ecology (3) 
PCB 6064C Advanced Ecology (3) 
 
Policy and Education Courses: Select 2 

EVR 5925 Environmental Education (3) 
EVR 6237 Natural Resource Management (3) 
EVS 6937 Environmental Policy (3) 
URP 5316 Land-Use Planning (3) 
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Additional Science Courses: Select 1, approved in advance by the Program Coordinator that 
employs/exemplifies the scientific method and addresses some aspect of environmental science.  
Possible courses include but are not limited to the following: 

EVR 5068C Microbial Ecology (3) 
EVR 5145 Ecotoxicology (3) 
GLY 5661C Conservation Paleobiology (3) 
OCB 6050 Biological Oceanography (3) 
OCG 6053 Coastal & Watershed Geology (3) 
PCB 5307C Limnology (3) 
 

Skills Course: Select 1 course that emphasizes a needed “ancillary” skill for the intended career 
path, approved in advance by the Program Coordinator. Examples of such course topics include 
but are not limited to: computer modeling, GIS technology, educational methods, statistics, data 
analysis, and economics. Possible courses include but are not limited to the following: 

EVR 6045C Data Analysis Enviro Science (3) 
GIS 5306C Advanced GIS: Spatial Analysis (3) 
PAD 5933 Proposal Writing & Grant Administration (3) 
STA 5355 Appl Mathematical Statistics (3) 
 

Electives: Select 3. Successful completion of each elective under this section requires a grade of C 
or better. The following common graduate electives applicable to the MA Environmental Studies 
program are grouped into areas of interest for information purposes, although students are free 
to choose among different areas: 
 

Courses related to management: 
EVR 6877 Sustainability Human Systems (3) 
PAD 5142 Management of Non-profit Org (3) 
URP 5312 Growth Management & Comprehensive Planning (3) 
 

Courses related to policy: 
EVR 6216 Scientific Basis for Water Quality Policy (3) 
PAD 5356 Environmental Policy & Ethics (3) 
PAD 5620 Environmental Law (3) 
 

Courses related to education: 
EVR 5414 Interpreting the Environment (3) 
EVR 5925 Environmental Education (3) 

 
Total Credit Hours: 36 hours 
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PROGRAM	GUIDELINES		

Program	Focus		
The core of the MA Environmental Studies degree program establishes a technical background in 
ecology and relevant environmental issues, provides field-specific training to apply these principles to 
your chosen career, and strengthens understanding of the scientific method for informed policy and 
action. These skills are applied during your Practicum experience. Although there are no set 
concentrations, the program’s strength is in the application of science to environmental management, 
policy and decision-making, and education.  

Environmental	Program	Evaluation	
In the second semester, you will complete Environmental Program Evaluation (EVR 6825), a course 
designed to help you grow your understanding of evaluation methodology and practice. Part of the 
course will involve the evaluation of a current or potential project with a chosen organization. This will 
help to lay the groundwork to start your Practicum experience the following semester.  

The	Environmental	Practicum	(Professional)	Experience	
Environmental Practicum I & II (EVR 6941/42) is a 2-course sequence framed around a professional 
experience working with your chosen host organization and mentor. Your Practicum mentor will be a 
representative within the chosen host organization who will help develop specific goals laid out in a 
Practicum agreement. That document will be drafted at the beginning of Environmental Practicum I 
(EVR 6941) and will outline the scope of work and any expectations agreed to by you and your mentor. 
The final agreement must be approved by the MA Environmental Studies Program Coordinator. 
 
Your Environmental Practicum experience and its capstone project should be driven by your own 
interests and developed in close consultation with the MA Program Coordinator, who is also the 
instructor of the Environmental Practicum course sequence. Previous students have linked with non-
governmental organizations, private firms, government agencies, and school boards for their 
Environmental Practicum experiences. The Environmental Practicum course sequence (I & II) is 
completed over two semesters to allow you time to develop an idea and complete the requirements of 
your final capstone project. 

Environmental Practicum: courses and capstone project 
In the course Environmental Practicum I (EVR 6941), you will draft an outline of the goals for your 
Environmental Practicum experience, which will be reviewed and approved by both the host 
organization mentor and the MA Environmental Studies Program Coordinator. By the end of this course, 
you will submit a one-page update to the course instructor to demonstrate progress on the project. The 
final capstone project will be submitted at the end of Environmental Practicum II (EVR 6942) to meet the 
MA Environmental Studies program requirements. It typically takes the form of a written report 
compiling practicum outcomes within the context of a reflective narrative. Each student’s project is 
unique, so contents of the capstone project will vary depending on the goals outlined for your 
practicum, as established in the Environmental Practicum agreement. Details about format and other 
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guidelines will be addressed during the Environmental Practicum course sequence, and can be discussed 
with the MA Program Coordinator. 

Testimonials and Potential Practicum Sites 
Finding a host organization is your responsibility and should be driven by your own interests and career 
goals. The MA Environmental Studies Program Coordinator is available to discuss and develop ideas with 
you. Once you have selected a host organization for completing your Environmental Practicum 
experience, you should work closely with your chosen mentor to design a capstone project that meets 
the practicum requirements, provides a meaningful professional experience that develops your skills, 
and makes a valuable contribution to the host organization. There are many environment- and 
sustainability-focused organizations across the region and beyond that could potentially host your 
Environmental Practicum experience. Here are some diverse examples of practicum projects from 
recent graduates of the program: 

 
Blake Faucett analyzed how manatee populations are impacted by marine debris and entanglement 
in monofilament and other plastics. She assessed a decade’s worth of data to identify trends as part 
of this project that was embedded in her current position at the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission. 
 
David Isley developed a research program using drones for the environmental engineering 
consulting firm that employs him: “This program has been designed to accommodate nontraditional 
students like myself by offering night and online classes, allowing me to fit them into my busy 
schedule. With the variety of courses to choose from, it has also allowed me to select classes that 
will apply to and are most relevant to my current profession”. 
 
Helen Midney worked with Cultivate Abundance to expand community access to fresh food through 
outreach with an emphasis on home gardens. Her project addressed food insecurity in the primarily 
farm-working town of Immokalee, Florida.  

 
Jared Mancini worked with the fStop Foundation to track and photograph wildlife moving through 
local public lands secured by Conservation Collier and to monitor how Florida panthers use the land. 
This work supports efforts to conserve a majestic umbrella species. 

 
The following list of example host organizations is offered to stimulate student thinking. The potential 
range of opportunities is boundless, depending on student interests and ingenuity: 
 

FGCU 
Food Forest: https://www.fgcu.edu/cas/communityimpact/foodforest/  
Panther Posse: https://www.fgcu.edu/cas/communityimpact/wingsofhope/pantherposse  

Local non-profits and other organizations Lee County 
Conservation 20/20: https://www.leegov.com/conservation2020  
Lee County Schools: https://www.leeschools.net/  

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission https://myfwc.com/ 
National Parks / Refuges 

Big Cypress National Preserve: https://www.nps.gov/bicy/index.htm  
“Ding Darling” National Wildlife Refuge: https://www.fws.gov/refuge/jn_ding_darling/  
& US Fish and Wildlife Service (many other sites, e.g. Panther and 10000 Islands NWRs) 
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MA	Program	Coordinator		
Curriculum inquiries and coordination of the Environmental Practicum are overseen by the MA 
Environmental Studies Program Coordinator. Contact details are found on the program website: 
fgcu.edu/thewaterschool/departments/ees/envirostuma/. 

Program	Milestones 

Students intending to finish in two years should follow this timeline to achieve key program milestones. 
This list assumes fulltime enrollment; if you do not register for credits in the summer, to be full-time and 
graduate in 2 years you’ll need to complete 9 credits hours (3 courses) per semester.  
 

First Fall: Commence coursework—register for 9 credit hours if possible. 

o Register for either Estuarine Ecology (OCB 6635) or Advanced Ecology (PCB 6064C). If your 
preferred course is offered in year 2, this can be deferred to the Fall of your second year. 

o Also take EVR 6322 Con App Sustainability if offered (runs in Fall of even years). 

o Decide what is your “ancillary” field: determine what your one, 3-credit additional graduate 
“skills” course will be that emphasizes a needed ancillary skill; register if appropriate. 

o Start to outline a plan for your Environmental Practicum to be completed in year 2: define 
your professional objectives, contact potential host organizations and project mentors, and 
make appropriate arrangements to get started. 

First Spring: Register for a total of 9 credit hours. 

o Complete Environmental Program Evaluation (EVR 6825). This course will help you hone the 
professional objectives for your second year Environmental Practicum experience. Establish 
arrangements with your host organization. 

 
First Summer: Begin professional experience, if suitable and timing permits, although the formal 
course takes place in Fall.  

o A limited number of graduate courses may be available during the summer (useful for 
students pursuing part-time studies). Discuss your interests with Program Coordinator. 

 
Second Fall: Register for a total of 9 credit hours. 

o Register for Environmental Practicum I (EVR 6941); work with host organization. 
o Take EVR 6322 Con App Sustainability if needed (runs in Fall of even years). 

 
Second Spring: Register for a total of 9 credit hours and complete any remaining requirements.  

o Register for Environmental Practicum II (EVR 6942) 
o Complete work with host organization / submit Practicum “deliverable” to MA Program 

Coordinator, as a required step for program completion 
o Complete course requirements 
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Conferences,	Workshops	and	Professional	Development	
Students are encouraged to get involved in campus organizations, attend FGCU seminars and other 
events, seek out opportunities for graduate student training and funding, and attend off-campus events 
geared for environmental professionals. Workshops can help you develop relevant skills and build 
connections with experts in the field and with faculty and fellow students. All incoming students will be 
added to the Canvas group “Environmental Graduate Student Community (MA/MS)”. Opportunities are 
shared regularly on this site as they become available.  
 
Here are examples of professional opportunities that existing students have found to be helpful: 

American Water Resources Association https://www.awra.org/ 
For research, conference and other professional opportunities. E.g., AWRA hosted a Virtual Lunch 
& Learn event, accessible by FGCU students, with the St. John’s River Management District. 

Environmental Education Alliance of Southwest Florida  
Offers regular workshops, site visits, conferences. https://www.facebook.com/EEAllianceSWFL/ 

League of Environmental Educators in Florida https://www.leef-florida.org/ 
Rookery Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve https://rookerybay.org/  

Frequently hosts events for students, such as environmental education seminars at their 
Environmental Learning Center and online workshops to help develop professional skills. 

Tuition 

Current tuition and student fees are available through the Bursar’s Office 
(https://www.fgcu.edu/bursar/).  

Financial	Aid		
There are some scholarships specifically available to graduate students through the FGCU Foundation. 
Once enrolled in the MA Environmental Studies graduate program at FGCU, be sure to submit a 
Financial Aid and Scholarship Application form (https://www.fgcu.edu/admissionsandaid/financialaid/) 
to place your name on the list for any scholarships for which you are eligible.  
 
Graduate Assistantships are occasionally available to second-year graduate students to help teach an 
undergraduate course. To qualify, you must have completed a minimum of 18 graduate credit hours in 
the discipline.  Your Program Coordinator may also know of scholarships that are more discipline-related 
and may have ideas regarding additional scholarships or sources of funding. General opportunities will 
be shared on the Environmental Graduate Student Canvas community.    

Continuous	Enrollment		
Unless granted a leave of absence by the Program, students are required to register for a minimum of 
one credit each semester (Fall and Spring) and to register for a minimum of one credit during the 
semester in which they intend to graduate (including Summer). These requirements ensure that 
students remain active in the Program and that, even if required coursework has been completed, 
students continue to retain their privileges (e.g., use of the library).  
 
Failure to meet the continuous enrollment requirement will result students being dropped from the 
Program. If dropped from the Program for this reason, you must complete a new graduate application 
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for readmission. If readmitted, the Program can determine which previously earned credits you can 
apply towards graduation. Failure to register for one or more credits in the semester you intend to 
graduate may result in you having to postpone graduation.  

Transfer	Credits/Non-Degree	Credits		
You may transfer a maximum of nine (9) credit hours from graduate level courses completed at another 
college or university into the Program. Transfer courses must be applicable toward the MA 
Environmental Studies degree, should be current with respect to the field of study, and must be 
approved by the Dean of the College. More than 50% of the credit hours toward the degree must be 
earned through FGCU. You may also apply a maximum of nine (9) credit hours completed at FGCU as a 
non-degree seeking student toward the completion of the degree, as approved by the Program 
Coordinator.  

Time	Limitations/Extension	of	Time	Limit	for	Degree		
In order to ensure that you maintain currency in your field of study while working toward your degree, 
all credit hours (excluding transfer credits) applied toward the degree must have been earned within the 
seven (7) academic years prior to graduation. Coursework completed before this time period cannot be 
applied toward the degree. If you require additional time to complete your degree, you may request an 
extension from the Office of Research and Graduate Studies, provided you have written approval from 
the Program Coordinator.  

Graduation	Checklist/Graduate	Certification 

Upon satisfactory completion of the Environmental Practicum capstone project and all other required 
coursework, the MA Program Coordinator will complete your Graduation Certification Checklist. This 
checklist ensures that you have completed 36 credit hours of coursework, including all required courses. 
It is highly recommended that you keep track of your required coursework throughout the duration of 
your studies, to ensure that you are meeting all requirements. You will also need to apply for graduation 
on Gulfline following the university’s published deadlines for the semester in which you intend to 
graduate. Contact the MA Program Coordinator for any needed assistance. 
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Appendix	A:	Frequently	Asked	Questions	
Does my topic in Environmental Program Evaluation EVR 6825 have to be the same as my Practicum? 
Ideally, you should use this course to develop your Environmental Practicum idea; however, sometimes 
things change. The intent is the skills you gain in this course will inform your Environmental Practicum 
experience, no matter how it unfolds. At a minimum, make sure you are meeting the course 
requirements specified by the course instructor. 
 
What kind of projects have people done in the past? 
This is a fairly new program just 4 years old; some examples are listed near the start of this Handbook. 
Feel free to be creative and explore opportunities (with your networks/colleagues/ classmates/faculty, 
etc.). Prior examples of projects have included:  
. developing a set of policies for a non-governmental organization 
. conducting tailored research with an environmental engineering firm  
. building a curriculum for a school board 
. evaluating education programs for an agency 
. conducting research with a government agency 
 
Can the Environmental Practicum experience involve research? 
Although that is not the primary intent of the program, some students have incorporated primary 
research into their Environmental Practicum to develop a project and gain experience that directly 
supports their career goals. If those goals involve research, we can discuss how that might be 
incorporated into your capstone project. 
 
What type of help should I expect from my Program Coordinator and Practicum mentor?  
Your Program Coordinator will help you navigate the MA Environmental Studies degree program. They 
can provide advice about courses, your Environmental Practicum experience, tailoring your course of 
studies to support careers goals, employment in the field, or further graduate studies. Your 
Environmental Practicum mentor at your host organization will help you develop your capstone project 
and the professional skills that come along with it. They may also be in a position to help you network or 
continue with their organization upon completion of your project. 
 
What types of courses should I select in partial fulfillment of the degree?  
The Program Coordinator can help you to select courses that will support your personal interests and 
career aims. With flexible course requirements in the program, you have latitude to choose courses that 
are of interest and that support your professional goals. For example, some students are keenly 
interested in government policy, while others want to pursue opportunities with non-profit 
organizations. Course offerings have flexibility to support varying environmental careers aims.  
 
What kind of financial support is available to graduate students in the program?  
There are some scholarships specifically available to graduate students. To be considered, make sure 
you submit a Financial Aidi and Scholarship Application form 
(www.fgcu.edu/admissionsandaid/financialaid/) to place your name on the list for any scholarships for 
which you are eligible. Your Program Coordinator may also know of scholarships that are more 
discipline-related and may have ideas regarding additional scholarships or sources of funding. General 
opportunities will be shared on the Environmental Graduate Student Canvas community.   
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How do I establish residency and what advantage comes from being a Florida resident?  
Even if you live in Florida, for tuition purposes you must verify this by providing accepted documentation 
through the Office of the Registrar. If you are an out-of-state resident (i.e., you do not declare Florida as 
your State of permanent residency, or you are a financial dependent of someone else who is not a 
permanent resident of Florida), it is critical that you take the appropriate steps to establish residency as 
soon as possible, as out-of-state tuition is considerably more expensive than in-state tuition. Establishing 
residency requires that you reside in Florida for a complete 12-month period; please visit the following 
web site for details: https://www.fgcu.edu/admissionsandaid/graduateadmissions/prospectivegraduate 
students/residency). Remember, ALL applicants are considered non-Florida residents until satisfactory 
proof of Florida residency is received. All documentation must be submitted prior to the last day of the 
drop/add period for the term in which resident status is sought.  
 
Is there a minimum number of credits for which I need to be enrolled each semester?  
You are required to register for a minimum of 1 credit hour for each Fall and Spring semester, and you 
are required to register for a minimum of one credit hour during the semester in which you graduate 
(including Summer). These requirements ensure you remain an active student in the Program and that, 
even if you have already completed your required coursework, you continue to retain your student 
privileges (e.g., use of the library).  
 
How long will it take for me to finish the program?  
The MA Program in Environmental Studies is designed to be completed in 2 years of full-time study. 
However, time to completion may vary based on your personal circumstances. If you are a part-time 
student (<9 credits per semester), it will take longer to earn your degree; if you are a full-time student 
who is also working, you may find it challenging to devote the hours necessary to complete the 
Environmental Practicum experience/capstone project in this time frame. Completion of the 36 credit 
hours required to graduate in two years requires a minimum of 9 credit hours per semester for 4 
consecutive semesters (i.e., two Fall and two Spring semesters). The program does its best to ensure 
that sufficient courses are available each semester and at times appropriate to accommodate the 
schedules of our graduate students. To help you stay on track, we have identified the Program 
Milestones laid out in this Handbook — a series of deadlines and products that, if followed, will help 
ensure that you earn your degree in a timely fashion.  
 
How do I know I’m tracking through to graduation appropriately?  
This Handbook provides you with a list of the critical steps needed for graduation along an ideal time 
line. The Milestones laid out above in this Handbook (and distributed at first-semester Orientation) 
should be consulted regularly and discussed with the Program Coordinator to keep you on track for 
timely graduation. The Program Coordinator will monitor your progress through the degree program, 
and you should do the same to ensure you are making good progress. 
 
What are my graduation requirements?   
Graduation requirements for the MA in Environmental Studies, including coursework, are detailed on 
the Program’s web page and in this Handbook. Beyond completing the required coursework, you must 
successfully complete the two-course Environmental Practicum experience to the satisfaction of the 
Program Coordinator and your host organization mentor, and you must apply to graduate by the 
deadline listed in FGCU’s Academic Calendar. 
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Appendix	B:	Style	Manuals	 
These resources are recommended by existing students as being useful to assist with coursework in the 
MA Environmental Studies degree program. Note: Many style manuals and citation guides are now 
available on the internet. To explore online resources, see "Citation Style Manuals" and Databases at the 
FGCU Library Homepage (http://library.fgcu.edu).  
 
Amato, C.J. (2002). The world's easiest guide to using the APA. Westminster CA: Stargazer Publishing. 
Reference Desk BF76. 7 .A62 1995 37  
 
American Sociological Association. (1997). ASA style guide. (2nd ed.) Washington, DC: American 
Sociological Association. Reference Desk HM73 .A54 1997  
 
APA-style helper [electronic resource): software for new writers in the behavioral sciences. Vers. 5. 
(2005) .Washington, DC: American Psychological Association. Reference Desk BF 76.6 P832 2005  
 
Chicago manual of style. (15th ed.) (2003). Chicago: University of Chicago Press. Reference Desk Z253 . 
U69 2003  
 
Gibaldi, J. (1998) MLA style manual and guide to scholarly publishing. (2nd ed.) NY: Modem Language 
Association of America. Dictionary Stand PN147 .G444 1998 Reference Desk PN147 .G444 1998  
 
Li, X. (1996) Electronic styles: a handbook for citing electronic information (2nd ed.). Medford, NJ: 
Information Today. Dictionary Stand PN171.FS6 LS 1996 Reference PN171.F56 LS 1996  
 
Publication manual of the American Psychological Association. (5th ed.) (2001). Washington, DC: 
American Psychological Association. Dictionary Stand BF76. 7 .P83 2001 Reference Desk BF76.7 .P83 
2001 Reference BF76. 7 .P83 2001  
 
Trimmer, J.F. (2006). A guide to MLA documentation: with an appendix on APA style. (7th ed.) Boston: 
Houghton Millin. Dictionary Stand PNl 74 . T75 2006  
 
Turabian, K.L. (1996) A manual for writers of term papers, theses, and dissertations. (6th ed.) Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press. Reference Collection LB2369 . TS 1996 
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